
BICYCLE AND PEDESTRIAN ADVISORY COMMISSION 
MINUTES 

March 7, 2014 

 
 
 

Present 
Brad Upton, Chair 
Susan Christie 
Meghan Karas  
Jeanne Holmes, Vice Chair 
Brian Bovee 
Thomas Bahde 
Sayard Schultz 
Mike Beilstein, City Council 
 
Absent 
 

Staff 
Greg Wilson, Public Works 
Lisa Scherf, Public Works 
Josh Bjornstedt, Public Works 
Som Sartnurak, Public Works 
 
Visitors 
Nancy Wike 
Nancy Baumeister 
Laura Duncan Allen 
John Roullier 
Dave Rabinowitz 

 
SUMMARY OF DISCUSSION 
 

Agenda Item 
Information 

Only 

Held for 
Further 
Review

Recommendations 

I. Call Meeting to Order/Introductions X   

II. Review of January 3, 2014 Minutes   Approved 

III.   Visitor Comments 
• Expansion of No Skate/No Bike 

Zone in Central Business District 
• Addition of Edge Stripe to 

Philomath Multiuse Path 

 
X 

 

 

 
Staff will explore options 

IV. Old Business 
• None 

  n/a 

V. New Business  
• Reconstruction of 15th Street from 

Western Boulevard to Washington 
Way 

• Relocation of Bicycle Racks  
 

• Bicycle Fee 

 
 

X 
 

 

 
 
 

 
Recommended relocating 
the bicycle rack. 
 
Recommended against 
pursuing bicycle fees. 

 

VI. Information Sharing X   

VII. Commission Requests and Reports N/A   

VIII. Pending Items X   



 
 
CONTENT OF DISCUSSION 
 
I.  Call Meeting to Order/Introductions 

Chair Upton called the meeting to order and those present introduced themselves. 
 
II.  Review of Minutes 

Commissioner Christie moved to approve the January 3 minutes. Commissioner Karas 
seconded the motion and the minutes were approved unanimously. 

 
III.  Visitor Comments  

Expansion of No Skate/No Bike Zone in Central Business District 
Visitor Nancy Wike, owner of a number of buildings on 2nd Street across from the Post Office, 
presented a request to expand the No Skate/No Bicycle Zone in the Central Business District 
(CBD). She noted that bicyclists riding on the sidewalk cause a hazard for pedestrians entering 
and exiting businesses. She also asked to have the exclusion area made more visible, perhaps 
through use of posted signs rather than pavement markings. Chair Upton noted that an expansion 
of the zone would require an ordinance change approved by the City Council. He stated that he is 
in favor of expanding the restricted zone, but opined that pavement markings were preferable to 
signage and that any expansion should be more inclusive than just one block−staff should look at 
other areas to determine need. Commissioners Schultz and Christie agreed to do a visual survey 
of bicycle usage of the sidewalks in the area in question and report back to the Commission at the 
next meeting. The Commission will then decide whether or not to ask staff to pursue expansion. 
 
Addition of Edge Stripe to Philomath Multiuse Path 
Visitor Nancy Baumeister presented a request for the addition of an edge stripe to the multiuse 
path along Philomath Boulevard between 15th and 35th Streets. She stated that headlights from 
oncoming vehicles on Philomath Boulevard make it difficult for bicyclists to see the edge of the 
multiuse path. She believes that adding white striping to the edge of the path would increase 
visibility. Commissioner Christie opined that this is a good idea. Ms. Scherf noted that this 
multiuse path is ODOT’s responsibility, although the City does some minor maintenance on it. 
Mr. Wilson stated that he will explore the costs and options with City street maintenance staff and 
ODOT’s local Maintenance Division. 

   
IV.  Old Business 

None. 
 
V.  New Business 

Reconstruction of 15th Street from Western Boulevard to Washington Way 
Josh Bjornstedt, from the City of Corvallis Public Works Engineering Division, provided details 
of the City and OSU’s project to realign and signalize 15th Street. The bicycle lanes in this section 
will be widened to five feet and will be six feet wide near the intersection of 15th Street and 
Washington Way. He described the planned connection between the existing multiuse path and 
the sidewalk. 
 
Som Sartnurak, also from the City of Corvallis Public Works Engineering Division, provided 
information about the project on 35th Street to improve the railroad crossing adjacent to 
Washington Way. The improvements will include the installation of a bicycle lane on the west 
side of 35th Street in this section.  
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Relocation of Bicycle Racks  
Mr. Wilson provided details of this project, which would relocate two bicycle racks from the 
parking lot at the south end of 2nd Street to the intersections of Jackson Avenue and 1st Street and 
Monroe Avenue and 1st Street. The Commission agreed that this is a good idea and recommended 
moving forward. 
 
Bicycle Fee 
Chair Upton provided background on the potential for a bicycle corral pilot project, which the 
Downtown Parking Committee is interested in pursuing. He stated that he spoke with Public 
Works Director Mary Steckel, who expressed concern with the cost involved in installing and 
maintaining bicycle corrals, primarily as an equity issue (perhaps some businesses are better able 
to afford a corral installation than others) and a maintenance longevity issue if businesses change 
ownership over time. Chair Upton stated that staff had developed standards, application materials 
and a maintenance agreement. Director Steckel requested feedback from BPAC on two potential 
options for getting bicyclists to pay for this type of infrastructure:1) requiring bicycles to be 
licensed; or 2) collecting a fee on the purchase of new bicycles. Chair Upton noted that these 
kinds of fees have been discussed at the State level but haven’t advanced and that studies show 
adding bicycle infrastructure reduces maintenance fees by encouraging citizens to leave their cars 
at home.  
 
Councilor Beilstein noted that several years ago the City implemented a set of fees on the City’s 
Services bill that have worked well. He stated that a fee to fund bicycle-related projects had been 
proposed with the others, but was not ultimately included in those adopted by Council. He opined 
that if there were definite infrastructure investments, that would be a good justification for adding 
the fee, though there may be serious opposition. Commissioner Bahde asked if these fees could 
be made voluntary, which would be a less onerous option. Commissioner Christie noted that 
Corvallis has arrived at a place where the City should reward people who bicycle and make 
driving more difficult, without punishing drivers. Chair Upton noted that a fee on bicycle sales 
could drive customers to other towns to buy their bicycles, and licensing would be difficult to 
enforce. Visitor Dave Rabinowitz stated that Washington, D.C. uses funds generated from plastic 
bag fees to fund bicycle infrastructure, and that it has been effective.  
 
The Commission agreed that they are opposed to charging fees for bicycle sales or licensing 
bicyclists. They will discuss funding mechanisms for bicycle infrastructure at a future meeting 
and asked to have this added as a pending item on the agenda. Chair Upton suggested providing 
an official recommendation to staff and the Council to move forward with a pilot bicycle corral 
facility. He stated that he will also speak to the Downtown Parking Committee to get a similar 
recommendation from that group. Chair Upton made a motion to recommend that the City 
move forward with installing an on-street bicycle parking corral as a pilot demonstration 
facility in the Downtown area, noting that businesses have requested these facilities, space 
has already been identified, and that studies in other communities have shown an economic 
benefit to adjacent businesses. The motion further recommends that the City not implement 
any type of bicycle fee or licensure requirement. Commissioner Holmes seconded the 
motion, which passed unanimously. Commissioner Holmes made a second motion asking 
Chair Upton to draft a letter to present this request to the City Council. Commissioner 
Karas seconded the motion, which passed unanimously. Chair Upton noted that he is going to 
wait until April to present this to Council, so he can present it to the Downtown Parking 
Committee with the intent of getting a similar letter from them. 
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VI.  Information Sharing 
Chair Upton stated that he has been chair of BPAC for a long time and, while he is not sure if he 
is going to step down, he invited other Commissioners to consider running for Chair in July. 
 

VII.  Commission Requests and Reports 
None. 

  
VIII. Pending Items 

Chair Upton noted that the subcommittee for improvements at Circle Boulevard and 9th Street and 
Circle Boulevard and Highway 99W have some good suggestions at a draft level, but wants to get 
some more feedback from ODOT and the City’s Engineering Division before bringing it to the 
Commission.  
 
The subcommittee that is looking at the intersection of Kings Boulevard and Garfield Avenue has 
not met and wishes to leave the item as pending. 

 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:55 a.m. 
 
NEXT MEETING: April 4, 2014, 7:00 a.m., Madison Avenue Meeting Room 
 


