
MEETING AGENDA                                                     Corvallis Parks & Recreation Department 

 1310 SW Avery Park Drive    Corvallis, OR 97333 

Meeting Description:  Citizen Advisory Commission on Civic Beautification & Urban Forestry (CBUF) 
Date: November 14, 2013     Time:  8:30 a.m.  Location: Parks & Recreation Conference Room 

Members and Staff - 

1.  Matt Sanchez, Chair 8. Larry Passmore 

2.  Owen Dell, Vice Chair 9. Tim Brewer 

3.  Angelica Rehkugler  10. Joel Hirsch, City Council Liaison 

4.  Brian Kreft 11. Norm Brown, OSU Liaison 

5.  Becki Goslow 12. Jude Geist, Parks Supervisor 

6.  Ruby Moon 13. Becky Merja, Urban Forester 

7.  Ross Parkerson 14. John Hinkle 

  

Items To Be Discussed - 

1 Call to Order 

2 Introductions 

3 Vegetation Presentation –  

4 Review of Minutes of October 10 

5 Visitors’ Propositions 

6 Tree Tagging Project 

 7 Staff Reports – if questions 

8 City Council / OSU Liaison Reports 

9 Report on Sub-Committees 

10  

  

  

Pending Items – Action/Notes - 

1 Endowment  

2 Trees and Development – Next Steps  

3 OSU master plan  

Materials Mailed - 

1 Agenda  

2 CBUF Minutes – October 10 

3 Park Division Highlights 

4 Mission/Vision/Tasks/Goals 

5 Tree Tagging Project Notes 

6 Composting Article from Oct. 27 G-T 

7  

Committee Assignments - Members: 

       Civic Beautification – Goslow, Brewer, Moon, Rochefort, Kreft, Geist 

       Urban Forestry – Parkerson, Rehkugler, Passmore, Sanchez, Merja   

 

Next CBUF Meeting is December 12, 2013  

 
 



DRAFT 
 

CITY OF CORVALLIS 
MINUTES OF THE CIVIC BEAUTIFICATION AND URBAN FORESTRY 

COMMISSION 
OCTOBER 10, 2013 

 
Attendance 
Matt Sanchez, Chair 
Owen Dell, Vice Chair 
Becki Goslow 
Ross Parkerson 
Ruby Moon 
Norm Brown, OSU Liaison 
Joel Hirsch, City Council Liaison 
 
Absent/Excused 
Angelica Rehkugler  
Tim Brewer  
Larry Passmore 
Brian Kreft 

 
Staff 
Becky Merja, Urban Forester 
Jude Geist, Parks Supervisor 
John Hinkle, Parks Operations Supervisor 
Mark Lindgren, Recorder 
 
Visitors 
Stewart Wershow 
 
 

 
SUMMARY OF DISCUSSION 
 

 
Agenda Item 

 
Recommendations 

II.  Introductions  

III.  Vegetation Presentation- John  
Hinkle 

 

IV.  Review of Minutes- 
September 12, 2013 
 

 

V.  Visitor Propositions  

VI.  Tree Removal Request-   
Tom Fox, 1336 NW 19th St. 

Motion passed to recommend denying the request to remove the Sweet Gum trees.

VII.  Discussion- Implementation of  
Education Outreach Efforts 

 

VIII.  Staff Reports- if questions  

IX.  City Council / OSU Liaison 
Reports 

 

X.  Report on Subcommittees  

XI.  Adjournment The next CBUF meeting will be at 8:30 a.m. November 14, 2013, at the Parks and 
Recreation Conference Room. 

 
CONTENT OF DISCUSSION 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER:  Chair Matt Sanchez called the meeting to order at 8:30 a.m.  
 

II. INTRODUCTIONS.  
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III. VEGETATION PRESENTATION.  
 

Park Operation Specialist John Hinkle highlighted Clerodendron trichotomum, also called “Harlequin 
Glorybower”, or “Peanut Butter Plant” (due to the scent of crushed leaves). It has fragrant flowers from 
late summer to fall, with striking fruit that look somewhat like metallic blueberries. They grow ten to 
twenty feet tall, and like partial sun and well-drained soil. They have low branching and their tendency is 
to be a shrub, and need good early training to a strong leader. He cautioned that their tendency to sucker is 
a problem for some. He said that when well cultivated they are spectacular, and make a good accent 
landscape plant. There are specimens at 16th and Beca and near the OSU Women’s Building. They could 
make a good choice under power lines where there is a wide park strip.  
 

IV. REVIEW OF MINUTES.   
Ross Parkerson moved and Owen Dell seconded to approve the September 12, 2013 minutes as 
presented; motion passed.  
 

V. VISITOR PROPOSITIONS. None. 
Stewart Wershow, President of the Garfield Park Neighborhood Association, related he spoke to a 
neighborhood Master Gardener who noticed that some trees at the Boys and Girls Club looked stressed, 
and felt that was due to people parking under them. He said that when it was built, the Planning 
Commission made a Condition of Approval of maintaining those trees there. He said he will visit the site.  
 
Forester Merja said maintaining those trees, a remnant of a semicircle of redwoods on a mound, was a 
requirement of development . She speculated that effects could be roots hitting the water table or 
compaction. Wershow related that arborists told him they’d seen a lot of damage to tops of trees attributed 
to girdling to the large population of squirrels, fed by homeowners’ bird feeders. He added that the rat 
population was also exploding. Norm Brown noted that OSU has seen girdling of tree terminals by 
squirrels.  
 
Wershow said we are creating habitat and must manage the wildlife that comes along with it. Dell said 
that putting a hardware cloth mesh on the bottom of composting units keeps rats out. He said we should 
be encouraging composting, but should also be educating on how to avoiding feeding rats, and suggested 
asking Republic Services to provide simple instructions along with the composting units that they drop 
off to people; he agreed to do so. Wershow said the City will bait rats. Brown suggested the City’s Vector 
Control contact Republic, as well, in order to increase this as a priority. Merja said an Education and 
Outreach Committee could consider this as an issue. She said the Environmental Center could update 
their materials and display. Wershow suggested having a committee member make a presentation; Moon 
said CBUF should be making presentations to all neighborhood associations.  
 
 

VI. TREE REMOVAL REQUEST – 1336 NW 19TH STREET. 
Hinkle said Tom Fox was waiting to hear from the City; staff will take advice from CBUF. Parkerson said 
during his site visit, he noticed some replacement sidewalk. There were shoots on lower portions of all the 
trees, but that was normal, and the trees should stay.  
 
Sanchez said hangers that could fall could be removed. Dell highlighted Hinkle’s remarks that pruning 
actually encouraged branches falling, and that Mr. Fox had the option of parking inside his garage, and 
that the trees should stay.  
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Parkerson said that to him, the issue was whether the tree was healthy and weren’t endangering anyone. 
Dell said many other trees would have to be removed on the basis of this complaint. Sanchez suggested 
education on whether homeowners are responsible for costs of tree damage to their homes.  
 
Parkerson moved to recommend denying the request to remove the Sweet Gum trees; Dell 
seconded; motion passed.  
 
Goslow said that based on previous decisions, the commission should deny the request to remove them. 
Merja said that manicured Sweet Gums consistently fail; the City does what it can, within reason, and it 
appears that Mr. Fox has a low tolerance of dropping branches. A crew could remove something that 
would cause damage if it hit the ground. Branches an inch or less in diameter generally don’t cause 
damage. Merja clarified that the asphalt patches there were only temporary until they can be replaced by 
concrete. 
 
 

VII. DISCUSSION- IMPLEMENTATION OF EDUCATION OUTREACH EFFORTS. 
Sanchez asked for discussion on whether to establish a new Education and Outreach Committee.  
Moon said meetings seemed too long, and some of that discussion could happen in committees.  
 
Dell said education was critical and that he would serve on such a committee. Goslow noted that Master 
Gardeners already do education and cautioned against reinventing the wheel. Moon noted that Master 
Gardener agendas are set a year in advance (they are setting the agendas right now). Moon said the 
Library Lectures were very well attended, but they are already scheduled for the year; Goslow added they 
tend to be attended by retirees.  
 
Parkerson highlighted the booths at Farmers Market and events such as daVinci Days and Fall Festival, 
and advocated setting them up again, saying that it was just a matter a matter of having materials on hand. 
Of these, he said, Farmers Market was the most productive. Goslow said Master Gardener has a table; 
perhaps we could share their table. Moon suggested having a subgroup plan this, and said booth 
volunteers need to be good at engaging with people. Dell, Moon, Goslow,  Sanchez and Parkerson 
volunteered to meet to do some brainstorming, and bring back the ideas to the whole group. Merja will 
assemble existing brochure materials for the group to evaluate, and will send out a poll to help schedule a 
meeting time the week of October 21st.  
 

VIII. STAFF REPORTS- IF QUESTIONS. 
Geist highlighted the opening of the beautiful new Willamette Park Rotary Shelter; the Grand Opening 
was a huge success. It will start renting next spring and he expected it to be heavily used, requiring 
reserving it months in advance. When not reserved, drop-in use is on a “first come, first serve” basis; a 
schedule is posted on the shelter. Electricity is provided only with a reservation.  
 
Forester Merja highlighted the article on the Heritage Tree Program in the October 3, 2013 G-T. There 
was lively discussion on nominations of eight trees; four nominations were tabled, and will again be 
reviewed in January, along with other nominations. Nomination forms are online at the City website.  
 
The second phase of cherry tree removal on NW Hayes is underway, with replacement trees later in 
fall. She highlighted two maples on 13th street were posted for removal and pruning.  
 
She highlighted new curbs and gutters scheduled for 15th Street between Jefferson Avenue and Western 
Boulevard. Staff are discussing curb locations to try to retain some large trees. It will be re-aligned at 
the railroad tracks, where a few larger trees will be lost. Brown said it was an opportunity to re-establish 
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major street trees. Construction is scheduled between April and September. Parkerson asked if 
additional pedestrian crossings were planned; Merja replied that that was likely, but it was not certain 
yet.  
 
 
 
 

IX. CITY COUNCIL/OSU LIAISON REPORTS.  
Merja asked City Council Liaison Joel Hirsch how the Council had responded to Tree for a Fee and 
other proposals; Hirsch replied that Community Development Director Ken Gibb implied at the 
meeting that staff were moving forward on it, that they were good ideas, that it was a done deal and that 
they were moving forward. Merja said that the City Attorney had advised getting direction from 
Council to see if there were any concerns, and that Gibb’s remarks were not included in the minutes. 
Hirsch stated that the policy would next go to a standing committee and come back to the Council.  
 
OSU Liaison Norm Brown related that construction work on the four-story Classroom Building was 
underway. Some Armstrong maples in poor condition and Prunus lusitanica shrubs were removed and 
protection for perimeter trees has been put in place. Parkerson asked if there was consideration for 
retaining major trees that help reduce the impact of the buildings. Merja replied that OSU Master Plan 
will be reviewed in 2014, which is an opportunity for the public to get involved and share concerns; 
Brown concurred.  
 
Sanchez asked if any more major removals were anticipated due to construction. Brown replied that 
there were not, except for the 15th Street reconstruction. Each new building project will have major trees 
planted after construction. Parkerson asked why there were no trees at the International Building; 
Brown said that was because an expansion was planned some time in the future. Brown said an issue 
that could be reinforced in the Master Plan was the quad concept, with buildings around them; for 
example, the field currently being covered by the Classroom Building was originally intended to be a 
quadrangle. Brown said there will be public process around the Master Planning process.  
 
Wershow said that departments will be working with their boards and commissions in regards to the 
budget planning process. The City Manager wants more input from them on setting priorities on the 
limited funds; the City  Manager wants a balanced budget for five years. Hirsch said revenue sources 
also needed to be considered.  
 
Goslow asked how Parks and Recreation turning into a Parks District would affect the City budget; 
Hirsch replied that it was unlikely to happen, since it would be very difficult to get on the ballot; it is a 
very good idea, but has positives and negatives, and people have legitimate concerns. Wershow 
highlighted the positive aspects of Parks and Recreation working closely with other departments, as 
well as the popularity of Parks and Recreation with voters, and advocated keeping the department 
within the City.  
 
Hirsch said that continuing votes on levies would likely be a recurring feature in Corvallis if people 
want to retain services. He highlighted the increasing elderly population in regards to public safety 
needs.  
 
Wershow added the City Manager emphasized that there would be cuts in personnel over the next five 
years, as well as consideration of selling assets. Geist said staff will get an update on the budget process 
next week. They will be told the amount of money available to the department, and will ask boards and 
commissions to give input on how to allocate funds within the department. Staff will come to CBUF 
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and other boards and commissions to discuss the allocation of resources and get recommendations on 
where Parks and Recreation should be headed. Goslow said the mayor and Annabelle Jaramillo were 
holding a meeting tonight on citizen involvement.  
 
 

X. REPORT ON SUBCOMMITTEES.  
Goslow highlighted projects for Beautification Committee to consider. Sanchez will serve on the Urban 
Forestry Committee; Dell will serve on the Beautification Committee, to better staff it, but said he 
would serve on an Education Committee if it was formed. It was noted that Brian Kreft also must 
choose a committee to serve on. Commissioners praised Sanchez’ work chairing his first meeting.  
 

XI. ADJOURNMENT: The regular meeting adjourned at 10:08 A.M.  



 

 
 
 
                    Wild turkeys in Avery Park 

 

Parks Division Highlights                                                    November 2013 
 

 
Parks Operations Supervisor  

 Becky Merja is retiring at the end of November.  Becky the first Urban Forester for Corvallis and the 

first female Urban Forester in Oregon.  Her dedication, knowledge and heart helped to build the 

city’s strong Urban Forestry program.  During Becky’s tenure with the city we have seen the 

inclusion of Urban Forestry into what is now CBUF, development of an Urban Forestry Master Plan, 

city wide tree inventory, dedicated funding to maintain our urban forest, and most recently 

collaboration with OSU and Benton County to develop and implement a Heritage Tree Program.  

Even as Becky prepares her exit she is working tirelessly in cooperation with various city staff to 

develop a “Tree for a Fee” option for new tree planting and “Assessed Value” to assign real values 

to trees that could be impacted by development.  Becky’s talents will be missed and we wish her 

the best as she embarks on her retirement! 

 
Urban Forester 

 Moving forward with “Tree for a Fee” and collecting “Appraised Value” for trees removed, drafting 
ordinance and policy with Community Development. 

 John Hinkle is finalizing the Tree City USA application‐ Growth Award and ‐ Finalizing tree order for 
2013  

 A CBUF sub committee met to discuss education outreach opportunities the following list is being 
presented to the whole group to find out who would be interested in  staffing a booth at one or 
more of these events: 
 Farmer's Market tabling (dates? 3 Wednesdays & 3 Saturdays) 
Tree Tags 
Neighborhood Tree Steward Program 
Fall Festival 
da Vinci Days – canceled for 2014 
Earth Fair 
Insights into Gardening 
Spring Garden Festival 
Birkenstock Window 
Corvallis Sustainability Coalition Town Hall Meeting 
 

 



CIVIC BEAUTIFICATION URBAN FORESTRY COMMISSION GOALS / OBJECTIVES 2013 
 
Mission Statement: 
Protect, enhance and expand the City's Public Landscapes and Urban Forest. 
 
Vision Statement: 

CBUF is recognized in Oregon as an innovative and dynamic organization that has been 
successful, through volunteer and staff efforts, in creating one of the most beautiful 
communities in Oregon and in growing and maintaining one of the healthiest and most 
complete urban forests in the Northwest. 

The CBUF program is viewed by the City Council and by citizens as a very important part 
of city government, and it is adequately funded to maintain a vibrant, robust program. The 
Parks and Recreation Department and the CBUF Commission are very successful in obtaining 
grants, donations, and in‐kind support from private organizations, foundations, and nonprofit 
organizations. 

Corvallis has a long‐standing, accurate, and frequently updated urban forestry master 
plan and inventory of street trees, public landscaped areas, and significant natural features 
which is used by staff, the commission and citizens to maintain, improve and enhance our 
natural and man‐made environment. The City has detailed policies and ordinances that support 
and enhance the CBUF vision and mission. 

The City, OSU, and other organizations have created an integrated beautification and 
urban forestry education and outreach program that includes walking tours, educational 
brochures, and classroom education programs. 

CBUF has an active and very successful volunteer recruitment and retention program 
that provides support and resources to related programs and efforts. There is an active, 
involved corps of urban landscape and forestry volunteers who keep track of the urban forest 
and landscaped areas in their neighborhoods, and who work with City staff to maintain and 
enhance their quality. 

The City, the County, OSU, and other organizations have developed collaborative 
programs that enhance the urban forest and landscaped areas in the city on the OSU campus 
and in the ex‐urban Corvallis area. The City (CBUF Commission), the County, the Greenbelt Land 
Trust, state programs, and other organizations coordinate and work together in planning, 
developing, and implementing programs that enhance natural features, forest resources and 
landscapes in the urban fringe and in open spaces outside the city. 
(words to think about when tweaking the vision statement ‐ sustainability, visual diversity, 
growing urban forest, visibility and public involvement, beautification, health, environment, 
ecology, involve all ages to invest in future generations, appropriate plantings, influencing 
people’s perspectives and awareness, carbon offset, water‐wise) 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Recommended Projects to Focus on 2011‐2013  
o SIF (Sustainability Initiative Fees) – work with staff to implement program – target 2011 
o TCUSA (Tree city USA) – target 2011 for 2012 main event 
o Heritage Trees Program –Develop, Launch and Promote‐ target 2013 to coincide with 

the Majestic Theater’s 100th. 
 
Goals: 

 Plantings and projects  

 Protect and nourish the growth of the urban forest. 

 Offer opportunities for appropriate plantings. 

 Invite the public to participate in tree and landscape plantings. 

 Education and Outreach 

 Increase volunteer and citizen involvement in and support of CBUF activities and 
programs. 

 Develop and implement programs, projects and materials that improve public 
awareness and demonstrate the relationships between plant communities, 
landscapes and trees. 

 Encourage healthy and diverse landscape and tree plantings. 

 Increase awareness of the contribution that trees and landscapes make to the 
welfare of our city and its residents. 

 Planning and funding 

 Advocate and look for funding sources for CBUF activities. 

 Develop and promote policies and ordinances for consideration by the City 
Council and other City Departments. 

 Maintain the health of the endowment. 

 Organize long‐term big picture projects. 
 
Major task list: 

1) Cultivate, maintain and develop partnerships 
a. Pacific‐Corp (list of infrastructure friendly trees) 
b. Master Gardner’s 
c. City/County 
d. Non‐profits 
e. OSU 
f. Service groups 

2) Continue working with ongoing programs / projects / program development 
a. Programs and plantings 

i. Tree planting (service fees?) 
ii. Neighbor Woods 
iii. Concrete to Trees 
iv. Neighborhood Urban Forester 
v. Waterwise Pesticide‐Free maintenance program 
vi. Heritage trees 
vii. Invasive species removal (Ivy Broom League) 



b. Education and outreach (Active community efforts – in bold) 
i. CBUF booth and displays 

1. Insights into gardening 
2. Earth Fair 
3. Spring Garden festival 
4. Farmer’s Market 
5. Fall Festival 
6. Birkenstock window 

ii. Brochures 
1. Specific to tree care 
2. Know your trees / tour 
3. CBUF brochure 

iii. Archives and documentation 
1. PowerPoint presentation (David Sandrock’s) 
2. Accomplished tasks (on Becky’s computer) 

iv. Build a strong, interactive website 
3) Organize long‐term, big‐picture projects 

a. Urban Forestry master plan 
b. Landscape / beautification master plan 
c. Maintain and update our strategic plan (mission, vision, and goals) 
d. End‐of‐year evaluation of tasks. 

4) Develop policies in city government that promote CBUF’s mission 
a. Develop standards regarding city responsibility for planting, care and 

replacement of street trees 
b. Develop partnerships and policies to enhance water quality 
c. Review and revisit existing ordinances 

i. Trees in historic districts 
ii. Street tree ordinance 
iii. Urban forestry master plan 
iv. Invasive species 

5) Establish Long‐term, Sustainable Funding 
a. Budget (1 year / 10 year) 
b. Check with other cities and districts to get ideas 
c. Develop funding partnerships (see Task 1) 
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CONCEPT	  
For	  the	  purpose	  of	  public	  education	  and	  involvement	  in	  the	  urban	  forest,	  and	  to	  
appreciate	  the	  value	  of	  trees	  and	  get	  to	  know	  individual	  local	  trees	  of	  merit,	  the	  City	  
would	  sponsor	  and	  manage	  the	  temporary	  installation	  of	  a	  group	  of	  informational	  
hang	  tags	  in	  the	  branches	  of	  local	  trees,	  as	  shown	  in	  the	  attached	  illustration.	  This	  
could	  be	  a	  one-‐time	  event,	  a	  regular	  part	  of	  existing	  community	  events,	  or	  an	  annual	  
rotating	  seasonal	  installation.	  	  
	  
LOCATIONS	  
Avery	  Park	  (initial	  test)	  
Central	  Park	  
4	  heritage	  trees	  
Cloverland	  Park	  
OSU	  Campus	  
Public	  school	  campuses	  
	  
TAG	  STYLE	  
Different	  colors	  
Different	  shapes	  (price	  tag	  for	  financial,	  raindrop	  for	  water,	  etc.)	  
Laminated	  for	  weatherproofing	  
	  
TAG	  PLACEMENT	  
Hang	  in	  tree	  branches,	  out	  of	  reach	  from	  ground	  but	  low	  enough	  to	  read.	  
	  
TIMING	  
Best	  in	  spring	  and	  summer	  when	  trees	  are	  at	  their	  best	  and	  people	  are	  outdoors.	  
Could	  be	  used	  for	  special	  events	  such	  as	  Spring	  Garden	  Festival,	  Arbor	  Week,	  etc.	  
	  
INFORMATION	  CONTENT	  
Carbon	  sequestration	  
Oxygen	  production	  
Stormwater	  benefits	  
Habitat	  value/species	  using	  tree	  
Climate	  mitigation	  
Dollar	  savings	  
Dollar	  value	  
Species	  of	  tree	  
History	  of	  tree	  (when	  planted,	  by	  whom,	  etc.)	  
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LINKS	  TO	  OTHER	  MEDIA	  
A	  website	  could	  provide	  additional	  information	  on	  the	  history	  of	  the	  individual	  tree	  
and	  of	  the	  species,	  landscape	  uses,	  other	  locations	  of	  the	  species	  in	  the	  area,	  care	  
tips,	  general	  information	  on	  the	  benefits	  of	  trees,	  information	  on	  the	  City’s	  tree	  
policies	  and	  regulations,	  etc.	  There	  could	  be	  a	  neighborhood	  tree	  tour	  app	  for	  smart	  
phones,	  similar	  to	  the	  “OSU	  Campus	  Tree	  Tour”	  app.	  A	  QR	  code	  could	  be	  posted	  on	  
the	  tree	  so	  that	  participants	  could	  instantly	  connect	  to	  the	  information.	  	  
	  
CITIZEN	  INVOLVEMENT	  
In	  addition	  to	  passive	  viewing	  of	  the	  tags,	  adults	  and	  children	  could	  participate	  in	  a	  
“passport”	  type	  contest,	  visiting	  tagged	  trees	  and	  recording	  the	  information	  on	  the	  
tags.	  Participants	  recording	  all	  the	  information	  on	  all	  tagged	  trees	  would	  win	  a	  small	  
prize	  (a	  free	  visit	  to	  Osborn	  Aquatic	  Center,	  for	  instance	  if	  the	  City	  were	  offering	  the	  
prize,	  or	  a	  small	  gift	  from	  a	  local	  business).	  	  
	  
PUBLICITY	  
Articles	  in	  the	  G-‐T	  or	  other	  media	  would	  help	  promote	  the	  program.	  	  
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Example	  of	  tag	  placement:

	  

This tree!
is worth

$5,000.00!

984 pounds
This tree stores

of carbon!

12 species
of birds live!
in this tree!



Compost is piled up at Oregon State University's student-run organic farm in Corvallis. 

Solving common compost problems 
BY DENISE RUnAN 

OSU EXTENSION 

CORVALLIS - If you recycle au
tumn leaves into compost this fall, 
consider the science that transforms 
waste into "black gold'' for your soil 

"There are more microorganisms in a 
teaspoon of topsoil than there are peo
ple on planet Earth:' said Nick Andrews, 
small farms specialist and compost 
expert for the Oregon State University 
Extension Service. "Compost is sim.llar. 
It's teeming with billions of microor
ganisms for each ounce of compost." 

Those billions of microorganisms 
aren't sitting still. Their metabolism 
works hard to convert organic mate
rial into fuel activity that heats up 
compost. Compost must reach 130 
to 135 degrees to kill weed seeds and 
pathogens, Andrews said. Turn the 
pile after its first 3-5 weeks with a 
garden fork to add air and break up 
clumps of material. If the pile is big 
enough- one .. half to one cubic yard 

and well-built with a good car
bon-to-nitrogen ratio, moisture 
content and porosity, it should heat 
up within a week and stay hot long 
enough for you to turn the pile and 
~'process" the raw material to kill 
pathogens and weed seeds. 

If compost just isn't happening, 
Andrews offered these trou
bleshooting Ups. 

Problem: It isn't heating up because 
the pile is too small. For a continu
ous fuel source, microorganisms 
need at least one-half cubic yard to 
one cubic yard of fresh organic rna
terial, Andrews said. During harvest 
time in August and September, that's 
realistic for most gardeners. Solu
tion: Make sure you have a steady 
source of fresh material. If you 
don't, you could cool-compost the 
rest of the year, or build a worm bin, 
using earthworms to decompose 
food waste and organic matter. "Ad
just your expectations;' Andrews 
said. ''If the pile isn't heating up, 
allow it to decompose over a longer 
time period, and wait long enough 
for the raw material to look fully de
composed, like 'black gold: It's the 
'Don't worry, be happy' approach:' 

Problem: It stinks like rotten eggs. 
Healthy compost should emit a rich, 
earthy odor. But a stinky compost 
pile might not have enough air and 
could be too wet. Compost piles 
thrive on a good balance of air and 
moisture and should contain 6o to 
65 percent moisture, Andrews said. 
Solution: A.dd material like 

or shredded paper. 
with a fork as you in-

corporCJt£:, materials. To keep 
out r<~:lnwaier, cover the pile with 
plastic tarp or en:;lm•e your bin with 

a roof made out of scrap material. 
Problem: It attracts raccoons, mice, 

rats or other critters. Material that 
invites varmints includes meat, 
poultry, fish, fat, oil, dairy products, 
bread, grains and bone&,. Solution: If 
this is a problem for you, avoid com
posting food that attracts unwanted 
critters. The more actively you man
age and turn your pile during early 
decomposition, the less likely you 
will have problems. You can also 
build your composting pile to ex
clude mammalian pests - for exam
ple, line it with hardware cloth. Your 
goal is to prevent animals from nest
ing or feeding from your compost 
pile. Grass clippings, leaves, plant 
stalks, vines, weeds without seeds, 
healthy fruit and vegetable scraps, 
livestock manure and straw don't at
tract pests. Wood chips, nut shells, 
twigs, acorns and egg shells are also 
compos table, but note that these 
materials are slower to decompose. 

To learn more about composting, 
see the OSU Extension guides 11 Gar
dening with Composts, Mulches and 
Row Covers" at http://bit.ly/OSU 
~Compost and 11 Composting with 
Worms" at http://bit.ly/OSU __ Worm 

The Extension Service provides gardening 
information at http:/ /extension.oregon 
state.edu/community/gardening. 
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