
CITY OF CORVALLIS
MINUTES OF THE ARTS AND CULTURE COMMISSION

November 20, 2013

Attendance Staff
Brenda Van Develder, Chair Karen Emery, Director
Rebecca Badger, Vice Chair
Charles Creighton Visitors
Patricia Daniels Bruce Barris
Shelley Moon Michael Dalton
Elizabeth Westland Sally Duncan

Denise Lach
Absent/Excused Andrew Spaeth
Karyle Butcher
Joel Hirsch, Council Liaison
Larry Rodgers

CONTENT OF DISCUSSION

I. CALL TO ORDER. Chair Brenda Van Develder called the meeting to order at 5:32 p.m.

II. INTRODUCTIONS. Mr. Bruce Barris attended, who recently moved to Corvallis from 
Lexington, Kentucky.  Mr. Michael Dalton, da Vinci Days' Chair was in attendance to speak regarding
the Festival's present and future.  Ms. Sally Duncan, Ms. Denise Lach, and Mr. Andrew Spaeth from
OSU were in attendance as well.

III. REVIEW OF OCTOBER 16, 2013 MINUTES. The minutes from the October 16, 2013
meeting were approved following motion proposed by Ms. VanDevelder and seconded by Ms. Daniels.

IV. VISITORS PROPOSITIONS.  None.

V. DA VINCI DAYS.  Mr. Michael Dalton, Board Chair of da Vinci Days spoke about the
Festival's future.  At present, there is a unanimous decision to suspend 2014 activities due to multiple
long-standing issues including funding.  The da Vinci Days physical office is currently closed, but the
website, phone, and mailing address (P.O. Box) are all operational.  

The Festival is working on a community assessment, and will convene a steering committee in January
2014.  One guiding question will be “What Would da Vinci do?” in terms of reinventing the Festival. 
The steering committee will be guided by a facilitator and will involve a broad cross-section of the
community.  Mr. Dalton stated that all items will be on the table for discussion, including business
model, sustainability, program elements and features, collaborative efforts, event duration, and title.  A
90-day steering committee plan is expected to be available in January 2014.  Recommendations from
that committee will then be conveyed to the da Vinci Days's Board for their consideration.  da Vinci
Days will be welcoming three new Board members, and meets on the second Monday of each month.

Ms. Patricia Daniels inquired as to whether a specific date was set for substantive updates pertaining to



the restructuring plans.  Mr. Dalton expects this to occur shortly after the 2014 Spring Break.  Ms.
Daniels inquired as to what types of people were being sought for the steering committee.  Mr. Dalton
explained they are looking for up to 20 people, with representation of a broad range of ethnicity, age,
relation to local business and/or government, as well as key stakeholders.  Mr. Dalton added that da
Vinci Days is presently maintaining its 501(c)(3) non-profit status.

VI. MARKETING AND OUTREACH COMMITTEE.  Ms. Rebecca Badger discussed
identifying and revisiting goals related to: arts and culture, arts and business, outreach to new
audiences and groups, and the translation of materials into non-English languages.  

Ms. Elizabeth Westland discussed involvement with the Corvallis Arts for All (CAFA) program,
involving discounted event tickets for Oregon Trail Card holders.  The related websites are available in
both English and Spanish.  Fliers regarding the program have been posted successfully in 4 areas of
SamHealth, and also with United Way.  Ms. Westland will be contacting Benton County Health
regarding additional posting possibilities, as well as reaching out to local Hispanic activities groups
and leadership groups.  

Ms. Badger spoke of a passion for CAFA, and its involvement of community building and community
engagement.  A joint event with Benton County stakeholders will convene in January to discuss
methods and ideas.   

VII. UPDATES: STRATEGIC PLAN, EVENT WITH BCCC, AND CHAMBER REQUEST.  
Ms. Brenda Develder discussed updates to the strategic plan process, including the hope of working
with a consultant to develop a 7-year vision and action plan.  The Commission has a specific consultant
in mind, and $10,000 of the $25,000 needed for such is currently available, though there has been no
success yet in raising the additional necessary funds.  Mayor Julie Manning proposed the possibility of
obtaining the remaining funding via NEA grant.  Ms. Karen Emery proposed that such might be best
submitted through the Corvallis Arts Center.  

ACC staff will review the requirements related to NEA grant submission and will discuss such at the
December meeting.   

Mr. Charles Creighton proposed possibly applying for the full $25,000 via the grant, as well as
discussing options with comissions from other local cities.  Ms. Emery inquired as to the deadline for
the grant application.  Ms. VanDevelder believes the submission deadline occurs in January 2014.  If
the grant was awarded, funding (likely a Community Building grant) would be available as soon as
May 2014.  The Commission hopes to speak with Albany's Arts and Culture Commission regarding the
grant application process in either December 2013 or January 2014.

The Commission will be co-hosting an event with BCCC on Tuesday February 4, 2014.  More
information and opportunities regarding such will be forthcoming.

The Chamber of Commerce is looking for one or more members to serve on their committee regarding
the Patron of the Arts Award, which will be meeting in December. 
 

VIII. ACC SURVEY RESULTS. Mr. Andrew Spaeth of the OSU Policy Analysis Laboratory
(OPAL) reported on the findings from the ACC Survey, stemming from an original meeting with Ms.



Badger in July 2013 which sought methods for assembling information as to the public's perceptions
regarding the arts.  One purpose for such data collection was to contribute to the larger conversation
related to CACC's future strategic planning.  

The survey instrument involved questions pertaining to personal involvement (what and where),
perceptions (critical, underdeveloped, role), and demographic (location, age, gender, income level). 
The survey was given to attendees of the Fall Festival and the Harry Potter Symphony Performance,
and was also given to local business owners.  

The overall findings from each site indicated strongest showings for North Corvallis residency and for
female gender.  Income level and age varied between sites. The surveyed business community
members belonged most heavily to CIBA, followed by DCA, followed by CCA.  

Overall, respondents identified their primary relation to the arts as consumer. Their most frequented
destinations were the Corvallis Arts Center, Local Festivals, OSU, and The Majestic Theatre.  

Supplemental interviewees generally reported that while the arts did not bring them to Corvallis, it had
contributed to their quality of life here and their desire to stay in Corvallis.

Respondents heavily indicated that advertising and communication were key.  The Commission will be
looking into how the level and diversity of ACC activities can be enhanced.

Ms. Shelley Moon inquired as to why ethnic background was not a tracked component of the survey. 
Ms. VanDevelder indicated that the Commission as a whole had previously chosen not to include such
for this initial query.  Ms. Daniels felt that the survey had yielded good findings, and added this was
only an initial effort.  Ms. Moon expressed the importance of extending inclusion for all subsets of the
community.

In further discussion of the survey data, Ms. Westland conveyed shock that some respondents felt the
arts and culture had no effect on their lives, and that others had indicated that contributing to the arts
was one of the worst things OSU could do with their money.  Ms. Badger hopes for more specific
information in the future as to specifically how residents perceive the arts pertaining to the
enhancement of community livability.  Ms. Westland stated that respondents seemed to feel that
livability brought little value in terms of an economic aspect, and queried as to what might be done to
change this.  Mr. Creighton explained that things such as the link between livability and economic
value can be hard to evaluate and hard to quantify.

5 of the 11 business owners surveyed are interested in further involvement with ACC in the future.

Per Ms. VanDevelder's request, Mr. Spaeth will be forwarding the ACC survey results PowerPoint
presentation to her for future use.  Discussion then moved to the best ways to frame and use the data.

Ms. Denise Lach suggested using summary slides and using the information at hand to make the cases
CACC wants to.  Ms. Sally Duncan suggested that some people may have an inherent disconnect
between the arts and financial gain in terms of their creative ethos.  Suggestions were made to continue
networking through such organizations as: CAFA, SamHealth, United Way, OPAL, etc.  Ms. Duncan
suggested the Commission consider what other questions to ask and not to ask



In other business, Mr. Creighton mentioned the interest of Lee Ekroth from Town Country Reality in
sponsoring a painted piano outdoor installation similar to an installation done in Boston.  The
Commission showed potential interest in this.  Mr. Ekroth may propose and discuss such with the ACC
at a future meeting.

Ms. Badger affirmed she will reach out to the 5 business contacts who conveyed interest in further
involvement, and will report on such at the December meeting.

Should anyone have questions or comments regarding the recent Oregon Arts Summit, Ms. Daniels
welcomes them to contact her.  One point of note is the idea of a “Business for Culture and the Arts”
for Corvallis, which will be discussed at the December meeting.

IX. SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS.  None.

X. CITY COUNCIL LIAISON UPDATE ON GOAL SETTING.  None.

XI. STAFF LIAISON REPORT.  None.

XII. NEW BUSINESS.  None.

XIII. ADJOURNMENT: The meeting was adjourned at 6:56 p.m.


