
WATERSHED MANAGEMENT ADVISORY BOARD 
MINUTES 

January 27, 2016 

DRAFT 
 
 

Present 
Jessica McDonald, Chair 
David Hibbs, Vice-Chair 
Charlie Bruce 
Sheryl Stuart 
Jacque Schreck  
Richard Heggen 
Steve Rogers 
Joel Hirsch, City Council Liaison 
 

Staff 
Jennifer Ward, Public Works 
Tom Hubbard, Public Works 
Mark Miller, Trout Mountain Forestry 
 
Visitors 
Dr. Dave Shaw, Oregon State University 
Ken McCall, OR Hunters Association 
Penny York, City Councilor

 
SUMMARY OF DISCUSSION 
 

Agenda Item 
Information 

Only 

Held for 
Further 
Review 

Recommendations 

I. Call Meeting to Order/Introductions X   
II. Review of Agenda   No changes 
III. Review of December 2, 2015 

Minutes 
  Approved 

IV. Community Comments N/A   
V. City Council Report 
• Update on the Vision and Action 

Council Goal 
X   

VI. New Business 
• Forest Pests and Diseases 
• Watershed Activity Date 

 
X 
 
 
 

 

 
 

February 9 for the harvest 
site visit and May 19 

tentative for the Annual 
Tour 

VII. Old Business  
• None 

NA   

VIII. Staff reports X   
IX. Board Member Requests and Reports 
• Finance and Habitat Subcommittee   

Reports 
X   

X. Adjourn 6:49 p.m.   

 
CONTENT OF DISCUSSION 
 
I.  Call Meeting to Order/Introductions 

Chair McDonald called the meeting to order and those present introduced themselves. 



WMAB Minutes 
January 27, 2016 
Page 2 of 3 

 

 
II.  Review of Agenda 
  No changes were made to the agenda. 
 
III.  Review of Minutes 

Board Member Schreck moved to approve the December minutes. Board Member Rogers 
seconded the motion and the minutes were approved unanimously. 

 
IV.  Community Comments  
  None. 
 
V.  City Council Report 
  Update on the Vision and Action Council Goal 

City Councilor Penny York provided information on the Council’s goal to update the City’s 
Vision and Action Plan. She stated that a task force spent the last year looking at what should be 
included in the plan. The plan will include an aspirational vision, and a plan that can be 
implemented with goals that are flexible and can be tracked and evaluated. There will also be a 
number of opportunities for community input. She stated that the steering committee currently 
has ten members and will expand to twenty. She asked each member of the Board to be engaged 
in some way. 

 
VI.  New Business 

Forest Pests and Diseases 
Dr. Dave Shaw, Associate Professor and Forest Health Specialist with Forestry and Natural 
Resources Extension at Oregon State University, gave a presentation on pests and diseases found 
in the forest with special attention given to Swiss needle cast, laminated root rot, and bark beetles. 
Although Swiss needle cast is spreading throughout the Coast Range, especially on the west 
slope, the Corvallis Forest, located on the east slope, is drier and less conducive to large scale 
Swiss needle cast outbreaks. The fact that the Corvallis Forest has stands of multiple ages also 
helps it be resilient, as Swiss needle cast particularly impacts young stands 10-20 years old. The 
Corvallis Forest does have some stands infected with laminated root rot, but management 
strategies are consistent with the advice given by Dr. Shaw, which is to heavily thin these areas 
and then replant with more root rot-resistant species, such as cedar and alder. 
 
Watershed Activity Date 
Ms. Ward noted that if the Board wants to visit the harvest site while the harvest is under way, it 
needs to happen in the next two weeks. The Board decided to visit the site on February 9 at noon. 
 
Ms. Ward asked the Board to start thinking about dates for the annual tour in May. She 
recommended holding it before Memorial Day. The Board tentatively scheduled the tour for May 
19. 

   
VII.  Old Business 

None. 
 
VIII. Staff Reports 

Mr. Hubbard reported that staff is making progress on the Watershed Emergency Response Plan. 
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Ms. Ward reported the following: 

 She toured the Forest Grove watershed, which is a “wilder” watershed than that of 
Corvallis, with more creeks and more land, and a more homogeneous forest composition. 
She has appreciated the opportunity to collaborate with another watershed professional. 

 She attended the Joint Stewardship meeting in Yachats and provided information on what 
was discussed, key topics being climate change, the Oregon Federal Forest Health 
Program, the formation of a new stewardship group, and the ongoing discussion 
regarding re-defining local economic areas for stewardship sales. 
 

   Mr. Miller reported the following: 
 The harvest is about midway. Tree falling began December 10. Crews started yarding 

logs January 7 and the first unit is almost complete. So far 60 truck loads have been 
delivered and the first payment is expected next week. 

 The riparian restoration work to release young conifers along Rock Creek has been 
completed. 

 
IX.  Board Member Requests and Reports 

Finance and Habitat Subcommittee Reports 
The subcommittees had nothing to report at this time. 

  
X.  Adjourn 
  The meeting was adjourned at 6:49p.m. 
 
NEXT MEETING: Wednesday, February 24, 2016, 5:15 p.m., Madison Avenue Meeting Room 
 


