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 This snapshot provides highlights about such topics as schools, education, 

higher education, training and skill development, lifelong learning, health, 

wellness, human development, early childhood development, human services and 

recreation.  Education in Corvallis shapes the community.   The presence of a large  

university offers many opportunities for positive “town-gown” interactions, including campus 

lectures, and professional and continuing education.  Corvallis schools excel in many ways but 

face enrollment and equity challenges.  Corvallis and Benton County perform well as measured  

by many health indicators, but not all.   
 

WHERE ARE WE NOW? Key facts about Corvallis today: 
 

Corvallis residents over 25 have significantly higher levels of educational attainment.  Corvallis’ educational 

attainment levels by age 25 are:  high school graduate or higher (without attaining college or professional 

degree) - 31%; bachelor’s degree - 31%; and college or professional degree - 27%.  This compares to Oregon 

as whole:  high school graduate or higher - 51%;  bachelor’s degree - 19%;  college or professional degree - 

11%. 

OSU brings exceptional knowledge, resources and economic benefit to the Corvallis community.  Oregon 

State University offers more than 200 undergraduate, graduate and doctoral program degrees.  It is one of 

just two universities in the U.S. with four combined designations as a land grant, sea-grant, space-grant and 

sun-grant institution.  OSU received more than $285 million in research grants in 2014, more than all other 

public universities in Oregon combined.   

Corvallis School District student enrollment is approximately 6,615. K-12 enrollment has grown slowly in 

the last three years after a decade of steady decline.  School district facilities include 13 schools with an 

average age of 53 years. Two of the newest schools, Linus Pauling Middle School and Corvallis High School, 

were built in 2004 and 2005.  

The K-12 student population is increasingly economically disadvantaged and ethnically and racially diverse. 

35% of Corvallis students are enrolled in the federally funded free and reduced meal program. About 265 

students are identified as homeless. 31% of Corvallis students identify as non-white,  and 15.9% speak a 

language other than English at home. The top three languages (other than English) are Spanish, Arabic, and 

Chinese. 

Corvallis students score above average in statewide testing.  Ninety-eight percent of students in Corvallis 

participated in statewide testing. They scored above statewide averages in every grade level in English, 

Math, and Science, in most areas by double-digit percentage points.  

Benton County has a significantly lower rate of smokers than the state as a whole.  In 2014, 9,900 adults in 

Benton County regularly smoked cigarettes.  (Based on an estimated population for Benton County of 86,316 

in 2014, this would mean approximately 11.8% of adults smoke cigarettes.  This would be significantly lower 

than the rest of Oregon, where 19% of adults smoke cigarettes.)  In 2014, $18.9 million was spent in Benton 

County on tobacco-related medical care. In 2014, $1.4 billion was spent in Oregon on tobacco-related 

medical care.  
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Corvallis residents have higher rates of health insurance than in Oregon as a whole.   In 2014, 

10% of Corvallis residents were uninsured compared with 14% statewide. Adults age 18 to 34 were 

the least likely to have health insurance coverage.

Parks, park programs and park facilities are well used in Corvallis.  In 2014, Corvallis Parks & Recreation had 

1,734 total park acres, and offered 2,508 programs.  The number of registrations for these programs was 

88,912.  The number of facilities reservations for Corvallis Parks & Recreation programs was 1,724.  In 2015, 

more than 60% of Corvallis residents used a city recreation facility.  

 

WHERE ARE WE GOING? Trends or developments that may influence the future of Corvallis: 
 

The OSU School of Public Health provides a new resource. OSU’s new School of Public Health provides a 

significant new resource to the community to track and understand local health and provide input into City 

and County health policy and health education and prevention programs. 

More students are studying engineering than any other discipline at OSU . The College of Engineering has a 

total of 8,265 undergraduate and graduate students enrolled this fall. The next largest programs are the 

College of Liberal Arts, 3,905 students; the College of Science, 3,526; and the College of Business, 3,487. 

Corvallis student graduation rates are increasing.  For the third consecutive year Corvallis School District 

students are showing positive growth in high school graduation rates and fifth-year completion.  The four-

year graduation rate has jumped from 67.5% in 2012 to 86% in 2015 (compared to the state average of 

73.8%). The five-year completion rate of 92.8% also represents a 9.7% increase since 2012 and is 

significantly higher than the state’s average of 81.6%. 

 

WHAT ISSUES DO WE FACE?  Frequent comments we have heard from Corvallis citizens  

in our interviews and conversations: 

 There is uneven educational support across different groups. 

 Corvallis schools are moving in the right direction, but need to keep making progress.  

 Corvallis is a smart community overall, and supports people in being intellectually lively.  

 Corvallis needs to improve student engagement and relationship building between the community  

and student body.  

 Corvallis needs to improve upon its “ethic of care” to ensure better access to services related to healthcare, 

homelessness, vulnerable youth, mental health, food insecurities, housing, and educational progress. 

 Mental health is an area that needs more attention, support and community awareness. 

 Homelessness needs to be approached in a more caring way. 

 The community values healthy-food choices and is supportive and helpful in providing access  

to healthy food. 

 Corvallis needs to provide resources that support a family-oriented community. 

 Corvallis needs a community center. 

 Addressing human services needs requires a broader network of support and collaboration.  This is  

an important topic for discussion.  


