
Sustainable Budget Task Force 
 

July 20, 2016 
8:00 AM 

Madison Avenue Meeting Room 
500 SW Madison 

 
 
 

1. Approve minutes from June 15, 2016 

2. Discussion on a Public Outreach Plan Rollens/Shepard 

3. Discuss timeline and meeting schedule 

4. Community Comments 

5. Adjourn 

 

 

 

Sustainable Budget Goal 

The Council will continue to manage a long-term sustainable budget including the 
consideration of possible new or expanded revenue sources. An inventory of known 
infrastructure and unmet program needs, including public safety, will be compiled and 
prioritized by December of 2015. By September 2015, possible new or expanded revenue 
sources will be identified that could fund these program and infrastructure needs. By 
September 2016 the Council will create and begin implementing a long-term revenue plan.  

 

 

 

 

 

Next Meeting 

To Be Determined 
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DRAFT 
CITY OF CORVALLIS 

SUSTAINABLE BUDGET TASK FORCE ACTION MINUTES 
June 15, 2016 

 
The City of Corvallis Sustainable Budget Task Force meeting was called to order at 8:07 AM, June 15, 
2016, in the Madison Avenue Meeting Room Corvallis, Oregon, with Chair Hal Brauner presiding. 
 
 
ROLL CALL: 
 
Members Present: Hal Brauner, Barbara Bull (8:12), Karyle Butcher, Joel Hirsch, Mark O’Brien, 

Curtis Wright 
 
Excused:   Shirley Chow 
 
Staff Present:   Nancy Brewer 
 

 
SUMMARY OF DISCUSSION: 
 

 

Agenda Item Actions/Recommendations 

Approve minutes from 
March 16, 2016 

Minutes were approved unanimously. 

 
 

Agenda Item Actions/Recommendations 

Summary from the City 
Council Work Session 

Chair Brauner summarized information from the June 7 City Council 
work session, focusing on the Council direction for SBTF to work on 
prioritizing revenue alternatives and on a public outreach/scientific 
survey process. He also stated the City Council had asked the SBTF to 
define any criteria to use to analyze a revenue alternative and to share 
that analysis with the City Council. The Council will work on prioritizing 
services after the Imagine Corvallis 2040 work is done. Finally, Mr. 
Brauner stated the Council planned to take up the issue of referring a 
local marijuana tax to voters for the November 2016 ballot. 
 
Members of the SBTF discussed the Council’s direction, including 
whether or not the Council had a sense of urgency to address the pending 
issues, the breadth of community members who might participate in 
meetings for community outreach vs. those who would weigh-in at the 
ballot and the importance of a scientific survey to understand the level of 
support for a particular revenue. 
 
Members agreed that the SBTF needs to develop a narrative and clearly 
identify the choices in an easy to understand manner. This message will 
be hard to manage with the multiple funding issues involved.  
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Agenda Item Actions/Recommendations 

Members also discussed the current degradation in services that is 
leading to people being unhappy with the City, whether revenue targeted 
to fund specific services may be more likely to get voter approval, and that 
revenue size needed to take into account growth rate in associated 
expenditures.   
 
SBTF members discussed how to talk about service levels, cost increases, 
and needs for additional services as critical elements of a public outreach 
process.  The SBTF members discussed some central questions to focus 
public outreach on – 1) what did we have in the past; 2) what do we have 
today; 3) what should we have (i.e., best practices); and 4) what could we 
have. They also agreed that there will be a need to project what it will look 
like in the future if there are no changes. 
 

 

Agenda Item Actions/Recommendations 

Next Steps – Meeting 
Date/Time 

SBTF members suggested July 13 or 20 but wants to be sure the Public 
Information Officer and City Manager can be available, so asked staff to 
do a doodle poll to find other dates if these don’t work. 

 

Agenda Item Actions/Recommendations 

Next Steps – 
Research/information 
from staff 

SBTF asked to have the Public Information officer come to the next 
meeting with some ideas about a timeline and plan for public outreach. 

 

Agenda Item Actions/Recommendations 

Community Comments There were no visitors. 

 
The Task Force adjourned at 9:05 AM. 
 

 
An audio recording of the entire meeting can be listened to at:   
http://archive.corvallisoregon.gov/0/doc/782515/Page1.aspx 
 
 

http://archive.corvallisoregon.gov/0/doc/782515/Page1.aspx
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TO:  Sustainable Budget Task Force for July 20, 2016 

FROM:  Nancy Brewer, Finance Director 

DATE:  July 13, 2016  

THROUGH: Mark W. Shepard, P.E., City Manager 

SUBJECT: Timing for SBTF work 

 

 

Action Requested: 
 
For information in setting the SBTF calendar. 
 
Discussion: 
 
The following Work Session dates have been identified by staff as potential dates when the City Council 
will be asked to take up information and discussion of SBTF work: 
 
October 18 Council reviews the timeline and strategy for SBTF work. 

 
December 6 Council reviews the SBTF recommendations on revenue alternatives 

 
January 2017 
and forward 

Council begins prioritizing services as the IC 2040 Community Plan becomes fully 
developed and City sponsored actions are identified and adopted. 

 
Additional timeline information that may be helpful to the SBTF: 
 

 The current local option levy will expire June 30, 2019. 
 Levies can be voted on at any election (March, May, September, or November), but March and 

September require a supermajority (50%+ turn out and 50%+ approval). 
 Ballot language needs to be in front of the City Council for approval and referral to voters about 

3.5 months before the election (e.g., August 15 before the November 8 election). 
 The City’s costs for an election will be higher for May or September than for March or 

November. 
 At the recent local taxing entity meeting, other entities identified ballots they are considering for a 

possible money measure: 
o November 2016 – Corvallis (marijuana tax); 509J (levy renewal); Albany (potential local 

gas tax). 
o November 2017 – Benton County (public safety levy renewal and potential facility 

bonds); 509J (potential facility bonds).  
o May 2018 – Benton County (potential facility bonds); 509J (potential facility bonds). 

 
Recommendation: 
 
A complete timeline does not need to be defined at this point. This is provided as information for the 
SBTF to consider as a timeline and strategy for outreach, survey work, and revenue alternative 
development moves forward. 
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