
 

 

 

Excerpts from ABA & ADA Guidelines 

Published in the Federal Register July 23, 2004, amended August 5, 2005. 

401 General 

401.1 Scope. The provisions of Chapter 4 shall apply where required by Chapter 2 or 
where referenced by a requirement in this document. 

402 Accessible Routes 

402.1 General. Accessible routes shall comply with 402. 

402.2 Components. Accessible routes shall consist of one or more of the following 
components: walking surfaces with a running slope not steeper than 1:20, doorways, 
ramps, curb ramps excluding the flared sides, elevators, and platform lifts. All 
components of an accessible route shall comply with the applicable requirements of 
Chapter 4.  

Advisory 402.2 Components. Walking surfaces must have running slopes not steeper 
than 1:20, see 403.3. Other components of accessible routes, such as ramps (405) 
and curb ramps (406), are permitted to be more steeply sloped.  

403 Walking Surfaces 

403.1 General. Walking surfaces that are a part of an accessible route shall comply 
with 403. 

403.2 Floor or Ground Surface. Floor or ground surfaces shall comply with 302. 

403.3 Slope. The running slope of walking surfaces shall not be steeper than 1:20. 
The cross slope of walking surfaces shall not be steeper than 1:48. 

403.4 Changes in Level. Changes in level shall comply with 303. 

403.5 Clearances. Walking surfaces shall provide clearances complying with 403.5. 

EXCEPTION: Within employee work areas, clearances on common use circulation 
paths shall be permitted to be decreased by work area equipment provided that the 
decrease is essential to the function of the work being performed. 

403.5.1 Clear Width. Except as provided in 403.5.2 and 403.5.3, the clear width of 
walking surfaces shall be 36 inches (915 mm) minimum. 

EXCEPTION: The clear width shall be permitted to be reduced to 32 inches (815 mm) 
minimum for a length of 24 inches (610 mm) maximum provided that reduced width 



segments are separated by segments that are 48 inches (1220 mm) long minimum 
and 36 inches (915 mm) wide minimum.  

  

 
Figure 403.5.1 Clear Width of an Accessible Route 

403.5.2 Clear Width at Turn. Where the accessible route makes a 180 degree turn 
around an element which is less than 48 inches (1220 mm) wide, clear width shall be 
42 inches (1065 mm) minimum approaching the turn, 48 inches (1220 mm) 
minimum at the turn and 42 inches (1065 mm) minimum leaving the turn. 

EXCEPTION: Where the clear width at the turn is 60 inches (1525 mm) minimum 
compliance with 403.5.2 shall not be required.  

  
Figure 403.5.2 Clear Width at Turn 



403.5.3 Passing Spaces. An accessible route with a clear width less than 60 inches 
(1525 mm) shall provide passing spaces at intervals of 200 feet (61 m) maximum. 
Passing spaces shall be either: a space 60 inches (1525 mm) minimum by 60 inches 
(1525 mm) minimum; or, an intersection of two walking surfaces providing a T-
shaped space complying with 304.3.2 where the base and arms of the T-shaped 
space extend 48 inches (1220 mm) minimum beyond the intersection. 

403.6 Handrails. Where handrails are provided along walking surfaces with running 
slopes not steeper than 1:20 they shall comply with 505.  

Advisory 403.6 Handrails. Handrails provided in elevator cabs and platform lifts are 
not required to comply with the requirements for handrails on walking surfaces.  

 
 
 
 
 

Preamble to Excerpts from ABA & ADA Guidelines 

Published in the Federal Register July 23, 2004, amended August 5, 2005. 

AGENCY: Architectural and Transportation Barriers Compliance Board. 

ACTION: Final Rule. 

SUMMARY: The Architectural and Transportation Barriers Compliance Board (Access 
Board) is revising and updating its accessibility guidelines for buildings and facilities 
covered by the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA) and the Architectural 
Barriers Act of 1968 (ABA). These guidelines cover new construction and alterations 
and serve as the basis for enforceable standards issued by other Federal agencies. 
The ADA applies to places of public accommodation, commercial facilities, and State 
and local government facilities. The ABA covers facilities designed, built, altered with 
Federal funds or leased by Federal agencies. As a result of this revision and update, 
the guidelines for the ADA and ABA are consolidated in one Code of Federal 
Regulations part. 

DATES: The guidelines are effective September 21, 2004. The incorporation by 
reference of certain publications listed in the guidelines is approved by the Director 
of the Federal Register as of September 21, 2004. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Marsha Mazz, Office of Technical and 
Information Services, Architectural and Transportation Barriers Compliance Board, 
1331 F Street, NW., suite 1000, Washington, DC 20004-1111. Telephone numbers 
(202) 272-0020 (voice); (202) 272-0082 (TTY). These are not toll free numbers. E-
mail address: ta@access-board.gov. 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Availability of Copies and Electronic Access 

Single copies of this publication may be obtained at no cost by calling the Access 
Board’s automated publications order line (202) 272-0080, by pressing 2 on the 
telephone keypad, then 1 and requesting publication S-50 (ADA and ABA 

mailto:ta@access-board.gov


Accessibility Guidelines Final Rule). Please record your name, address, telephone 
number and publication code. Persons using a TTY should call (202) 272-0082. This 
document is available in alternate formats upon request. Persons who want a 
publication in an alternate format should specify the type of format (cassette tape, 
braille, large print, or ASCII disk). This document is also available on the Board’s 
website (http://www.access-board.gov). 

 

Statutory Background 

The Access Board is responsible for developing and maintaining accessibility 
guidelines for the construction and alteration of facilities covered by the Americans 
with Disabilities Act (ADA) of 1990.1 The Board holds a similar responsibility under 
the Architectural Barriers Act (ABA) of 1968.2 The Board's guidelines provide a 
minimum baseline for other Federal departments responsible for issuing enforceable 
standards.    

The ADA recognizes and protects the civil rights of people with disabilities and is 
modeled after earlier landmark laws prohibiting discrimination on the basis of race 
and gender. To ensure that buildings and facilities are accessible to and usable by 
people with disabilities, the ADA establishes accessibility requirements for State and 
local government facilities under title II and places of public accommodation and 
commercial facilities under title III. The law requires that the Board issue minimum 
guidelines to assist the Department of Justice (DOJ) and the Department of 
Transportation (DOT) in establishing accessibility standards under these titles. Those 
standards must be consistent with the Board's guidelines. 

The ABA requires access to facilities designed, built, altered, or leased with Federal 
funds. Similar to its responsibility under the ADA, the Board is charged with 
developing and maintaining minimum guidelines for accessible facilities that serve as 
the basis for enforceable standards issued by four standard-setting agencies. The 
standard-setting agencies are the Department of Defense (DOD), the General 
Services Administration (GSA), the Department of Housing and Urban Development 
(HUD), and the U.S. Postal Service (USPS). 

Each Federal department responsible for standards based on the Board’s guidelines 
under the ADA or the ABA is represented on the Board. These departments have 
been closely involved in the development of this rule. Through this process, the 
Board and the standard-setting agencies coordinated extensively to minimize any 
differences between the Board’s guidelines and their eventual updated standards. 
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