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ORDINANCE NO. 1300 

AN ORiDINkNiOE dividing the City of Gorv;allis, Oreg.on, 
into districts fIQr fire prevention; requiring permits :Dor 
the constructilQn, alteration and repair of buildings and 
s.tructures in said City; establishing requirements for the 
constructi.on, alterabon and repair of buildings and struct­
ures in said City; e,stablishing requirements as to the lo­
cation of such buildings and structure,s; prohibiting the 
moving of certain buildings in s·aid City; estwblishing 
rules and regulatilQns for the prevention of fires; requir­
ing alterations and repairs for the prevention .of fires; 
providing for the manner in which the provisilQns thereof 
shall be eniiorced; providing penalties for the violati.on 
thereof, and repealing all other ordinances and parts of 
ordinances in conflict therewith and repealing Ordinances 
numbered 1099, 1116, 116,2, 1186 and 12110 of said City of 
Corvallis. 

THE CITY OF CORVALLIS 
DOES ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS: 

Section 1. Unless it appears from the context that a 
different meaning is intendIed, the following words and 
terms used in this ordinance shall have the meanings 
attached vo them by this sec,tion. 

(.a) The word "person" shall mean and include any 
person, persons, co-partnership, corporation, as,s.ociation, 
their lessee, trustee or receiver, e,ither as principal, agent 
or emp].oyee, and the singular shall include the plural. 

(b) "Engineer" shall mean the City Engineer of the 
City of Corv'allis or any of his assistants. 

(e) "Fire Chief" s,hall mean the Fire Chief of the 
City of Corvallis or any of his assistants. 

(d) "Frame building" shall mean any building which 
has enclosing walls entirely or partly of wood, or par.tly 
.of masonry and partly of wood. Frame buildings shall be 
divided into two groups - the first group, called ordinary 
frame buildings, shall mean those cons,tructed with ex­
terior walls of heavy framing or stud construction with 
studs spaced not over sixteen-inch centers, and the secoy,d 
group, called s.hack buildings, shall mean those constructed 
with studs spaced over sixteen-inch centers or with orrli­
nury plank and batten~. or other similar form8 of construc­
tion. 



(e) The words "apartment house" shall mean any 
building arranged to be used by more thhn two families 
living independently of each other, and buildings arranged 
01' designed to be used by organizations or societies having 
a common kitchen and dining room and arranged f,or 
housing ten or more people above the ground floor. 

(f) The "first slt'ory" is a S.t0l'Y the floor of which 
is at 01' first above the grade of the street sidewalk, or 
the floor of which is below the grad·" of the street side­
walk and the ceiling of which is more than five feet abQve 
the grade of the street sidewalk. 

(g) A "balcony" constructed on the interior of a 
building and having an area of more than one-half of the 
floor area of the story in which it is introducelt shall be 
considered as a s.tory of the building. 

(h) An "attic" shall be counted as a story of a 
building if it is s'o construc,ted that it can be used for 
business, storage or habitation. 

(i) The word "veneer" shall be construed to mean 
the outer facing of an enclosing wall used for the protec­
tion of the backing, but not counted as adding to its 
strength. Materials commonly used for this purpose are 
brick, stone, concrete, or tile. 

(j) A "panel wall" is a wall which carries no ]toads 
of the structure and is built between columns or piers. 
The weig,ht of such a wall is carried on each story by 
beams connected to columns or piers. 

(k) :A "curtain wall" is a wall running between 
columns or piers which carries its own weight, but no 
other loads. 

(1) A "parapet wall" is a wall which extends above 
the roof line and which carries no load. 

(m) A "party wall" is a wall which separates two 
or more buildings or one to be used jointly by separate 
buildings. 

(n) "Dry cleaning" shall mean the art, act or pro­
cess of cleaning or renovating wearing apparel, clothes, 
and other fabrics or textiles where inflammable liquid 
is used. 

(0) "J]niflOrm Oode" shall be taken to mean the 
Uniform Building Code, 19G7 Edition, as prepared by 
the Pacific Coast Building Officials Conference, 124 West 
Fourth Street, Los Angeles, California. 



· (p) "Gas appliance" is a fixture or apparatus man­
ufactured and designed to use gas as a fuel medium for 
~he develo,pment of heat, light or power, including ra;nges, 
not plates, gas space heaters, water heaters, st,eam or 
hot .water boilers, ovens, refrigerators, gas furnaces,. etc., 
but not including appliances for or devices for experi­
mental or scientifk purposes or gas burning appliances 
fOl' industrial use. 

(q) A "gas vent" is a pipe designed to convey the 
products' of comlbustion from a gas appliance to a gas 
flue or to a chimney. 

(I') A "lot" is a parcel of land in a single or joint 
ownership and not more than 51 feet in width. 

(s) A "gas flue" is a conduit or pipe, vertical or 
nearly so in direction, designed to carry the products of 
combusti'on to the outside atmosphere . 

. (t) "'Smoke pipe" is a metal conduit leading from 
any stove or furnace which uses fuel other than gas. 

(u) "Smoke stack" is a vertical metal conduit used 
for conveying the products of combustion of any fuel 
other than g~.s. 

,section 2. From and after the taking effect of thib 
ordinance the City of Oorvallis shall be divided' into three 
districts, to-wit: The "inner fire distdict", the "'outer 
fire district", and the "residential dlistrict",as fqUows, 
to-wit: 

''l'he "inner fire district" shall consist of Blocks 8, 
9,10,11,12,16,17,18 and 23, and Lots 7 to 12, inclusive, 
and the west 30 feet of Lots 1 to 6, inclusive, in Blocks 
2, 3, 4, 5 and 6, and Lots 1 to 6, inclusive, in Blocks 14 
and 15, and Lots 4, 5 and 6 in Block 22, all in the 
Original Town of M:arys:ville, now Corvallis, Oregon, and 
Block 4 and Lots 7 to 12, inclusive, andl the west 30 feet 
·Q.f Lots 1 to 6, inclusive, in Block 1, all in Dixon's Addi­
tion to CorV1allis, Oregon. 

The, "outer fire district" shall be as follows: ';F'~ac­
tional Blocks 1 to 5, inclu~ive, and the eas.t 70 feet of 
Lots l to 6, 'inClusive, in Blocks 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6, all in the 
Original Town of Marysville, now Corvallis, Oregon, and 
the east 70 feet of Lots 1 to 6, inclusive, in Block 1. 
Dixon's .Adiditlo.n to Corvallis, Oregon; also that part of 
the City of Corvallis described as follows, to-wit: Begin­
ning at the interRection of the north line of Jackson 
Stree,t. with th~ea~t 'line of First Street, and running 



thence northerly on the east line of F'irst Street to the 
south line of Van Buren Street, thenc·e easterly on the 
south line of Van Buren Street to the west bank of the 
Willamette River, thence southerly on the west bank or 
the Willamette River to the north line of Jackson Street, 
thence westerly on the north line of Jackson Street to the 
point of beginning; al80 Lots 1 and 12', Blocks 1 and 2, N. 
B. & P. Avery's Addition to Gorvallis, Oregon, and also 
all that part of the City of Corvallis bounded on the east 
by Fourteenth Street, on the west by Twenty-flirslt Street, 
on the south by Monroe Street and on the north by a 
line parallel with and 100 feet distant northerly from the 
north line of Monroe Street. 

The "residential district" shall include all parts ofl 
the City of Gorvallis not within the inner fire district 
or the outer fire district as hereinbefore desctibed. 

,Section 3. INo person shall construct, raise, lower, 
alter or repair any building or structure within the City 
of Corvallis, except within the boundaries of the land of 
the Oregon State Agricultural College, without first ob­
taining a permit therefor before commencing such work 
and before commencing excavlation for such building or 
structure, Application for such permit shall be made in 
writing upon a suitable form supplied by the City En­
gineer and shall state the size and extent of suc,h pro­
posed building, structure, alter,ation or repair, and shall 
designate with legal certainty the location of such build­
ing or pro.posed building or structure, or building to be 
raised, altered or repaired, and shall s·tate the estimated 
cost of the proposed building, structure, repair or work. 

Section 4. Oopies of the plans and specifications 
for the proposed building, constru.ction, repair, altering. 
raising or lowering, as the case may be, shall be present­
ed with said application and such plans and specifications 
shall remain on file in the office of the Engineer j 
provided, however, that for small repair jahs not exceed­
ing $500.00 where no changes. in construction or addition 
is made, plans and specifications may not be requireci. 
Pencil drawings may be submitted for one story dwellings, 
garages, sheds or other simple structures, 01' for alteta­
tions or additions provided the cost of the proposr 
work does' not exceed $1,500.00. ,Such drawing shall 
·consist of floor plans and sufficient cro,ss sections to 
indicate the construction, drawn to scale of at least one­
eighth inch to the foot. . 

EX!cept as hereinbefore specified, the plans required 



shall be the f.oundation plan, basement or cellar plan, 
the first floor plan, plan for each upper floor, a roof plan, 
a transverse or Iongrtudlinal s·ection, at least two eleva­
tions, the necessary framing plans and, except in frame 
buildings, a column schedule. 

Where the strength ·of trusses, girders or plasters 
is involved the applicant shall procure the services of a 
Structural Engineer or Architect licensed to practice in 
the State ,of Oregon to design and check the pro'posed 
building or structure. Copies of approved plans shall be 
kept on the job from the beginning of the work until 
completion thereof. 

If after issuance ,of a permit the operations author­
ized there-under be not commenced within six months 
after the date of permit, such permit shall be void and a 
new permit s.hall be required as for original work. 

Section 5. Where s·aid application, plans and specifi­
cations show that the proposed work complies with the 
provisions of this ordinance and the other {)'l'dinances of 
the City of Corv'allis in force and effect, the Engineer 
shall issue a permit for such proposed work. Where plans 
and specifications for a dwelling include a garage for not 
more than thre·e cars, one permit for both dwelling and 
garage may be issued. 

:Section 6. For such permit the Engineer shall col­
lect from the applicant a fee according to the following 
schedule: When the total cost of labor and materials does 
not exceed $100.00 the fee shall be $1.00. When the total 
cost of labor and materials exceeds $100.00 but does not 
exceed $1,000.00 the fee shall be $2.00. When tlie total 
cost of labor and materials exceeds $1,000.00 the fee shall 
be $2.00 for the first $1.000.00 plus $1.00 additional for 
each additional $1,000.000 or fraction thereof. 

No building permit shall be required for. repairs 
where the total cost of the labor and materials amounts 
to less than $50.00, provided no structural changes are 
made. When structural work is involved which might af­
fed the strength of the building, such as replacing joists, 
studs, girders, trusses, etc., and where any change is made. 
in design requiring the extending or relocation or con­
struction of partitions, permits to do such work shall be 
required even though the total cost may be less than 
$50.00. No permit shall be required for the installfttion of 
a shingle roof on a building les.s, t~an 5,900 square fe~t 
in area and not over two stones m heIght, located In 

the residential district. 



Under this ordinance permits will not be required 
for electric wiring, heating and plumbing installations, or 
for painting except where the painting is a part of the 
contract of the structural work. On roof repail's where 
new materials other than paint are required, fees for per­
mits covering such work shall,. be collected, but where 
painting only is to be done no permits for such work 
shall be required. . 

Permits shall be required, but no fees shall be charged 
for permits for work undertaken by the City of Corvallis, 
by the. County of Benton, or by the School Board of 
School District No. 9 and 9·A, if such work be done by 
the regular employees of such City, County or School 
Board. 

If any work upon the excavation, construction, alter­
ation, repair or removalo.f any building is commenced 
without permit,the fee collected when permit is issued 
shall be double that hereinbefore stated. Payment of such 
fee or double fees shall in no way relieve the person 
undertaking any unauthorized work of other penalties im­
posed by this ordinance. 

Section 7. Every building permit issued hereunder 
sh'all be in triplicate. The original and duplicate shan be 
given to the applicant and the triplicate copy retained for 
the files ,of the City Engineer. The original of such per­
mit shall be posted in a cons'picuons place on the premise5 
where the work authorized by said permit is to be 
carried on. 

Section 8. N o person shall commence work on any 
building, structure, or work for which a permit is required 
by this ordinance. unless a permit there·for hs,.s been ob­
tained as hereinbefore provided, and posted in accordance 
with the prpvisions of Section 7 hereof. 

Section 9. When the use of a part of a street or 
streets is desired for depositing materials, or for other 
use in connection with said work, the applicant shall in­
corporate in the application a specification of the amount 
o·f street or streets desired to be used and the approximate 
length of time same will be used. The permit issued by 
the Oit.y Engineer shall s.pecify what portions of the 
street" or streets may he used, in connection with said 
work and show the date of expiration of the permit f.or 
the use of said portions of s,treet or streets, and no por­
tion of a street or streets shall be used for said purposes 
nfter the ex·piration of said permit unless the City En­
gineer shall have granted an extension:of time therefor. 



'rhe application for the extension of time for the use of 
such street or streets shall c·onform to the foregoing re, 
quirements for the initial permit. 

All building materials placed on the streets shall 
be kept in orderly piles and shall not occupy any more 
of the street than is necessary in connection with the 
work under way, and in no instance shall said materials 
occupy more spa,ce in the street, or any portion of the 
street, other than that specified in the permit therefor. 
Where sand or gravel is placed on any pavement, suit­
able and adequate frames shall be provided around such 
material so as to keep the same from scattering. When 
required by the City Engineer temporary walks shall be 
laid along the street or around the building materials. 
Lighted lanterns shall be placed and maintained conspi,c­
uously so as to show pIainly at night the extent of said 
use o.f the street and so as to give pIain warning of the 
presence ·of said materials to the users of the street at 
night. No portion of a street or streets ,shall be used or 
obstructed without a permit therefor. 

Section 11. No frame building shall be built closer 
than 48 inches to the side line or the rear line of the lot 
or lots on which it is pIa.ced unle,ss the walls of said build· 
ing which are within said prohibition are constructed 
of masonary complying with Sections 50 and 501 of this 
ordinance, and providing that all openings in said walls 
shall be provided with approved metal frames and wire 
glass. Provided, however, that the foregoing restriction 
"hall not apply to a single shed, garage or other out build­
in?,' when surh single £ihed, garage ·01' other out build­
ing does not exceed 40.0 square feet in area and not over 
O'lP 3tory in height, and su.cb single shed, garage or 
,,"he·r outbuilding is d8tached from other buildings and 
is a distance of five feet ·01' more therefrom; provided, 
however, that in the case of a private garage the same 
may be attached to other buildings. Nothing hereinbefore 
in this section contained sh311 permit the location'or con­
struction of any building or sitructure closer to the side 
line or rear line of the lot or lots on which it is placed 
tloan is allowed under Ordinance No. 1'2'15 of the, City of 
Gorvallis and a,menaments theret.o. In measuring the 
ais,cance from the lot line the measurement shall be taken 
from the lot line to the closest projeCtion from the sides 
of the build,ing. 

Section 12. A E"ha,ck building shall not be over one 
story in height ?nd shall not exceed 18 feet in height and 
the area thereof shall not exceed 2,500 square feet. Shack 



buildings shall be used for storage purposes only and no 
shack building shall be used for human habitation. Every 
shack building shall be constructed so as to be subsitan­
tial in character and structurally fabricated to support 
all lo-ads which; may be imposed 'thereon;' including wind 
and ro·of loads. 

-, .\ 

Section 13. In all buildings, other than shack build­
ings, no floor Or roof beams,joists or rafters' shall be 
less than one and five-eighths inches in thickness. The 
ends ·cf all floor or roof beams, joists, rafters, or girders 
resting on masonry wans shall enter the walls a distance 
of at least three and one-half inches, leaving an air space 
ori each side and top, or shall rest' on a corbel of not less 
than three and one-halfinches,or standard metal hang­
ers. All wooden beams, joists, rafters. or girders entering 
walls shall be beveled three inches in twelve from the 
vertical. Band iron at least three inches by three-sixteenths 
of an inch in section shall be used under the floor joists 
or beams where the same enter mas·onry walls. except in 
mill construction or alteration work where cast iron or 
steel plates shall be used under beams or girders. Wooden 
joists or beams or rafters not supported' by masonry 
walls shall be _ supported by bearing partitions or by 
beams, girders or hangers. When the live loads of a floor 
do not exceed 50 pounds per square foot a wooden strip 
at least two by four inches in size, strongly spiked or 
bolted to the girder,' may be used for the suppOl"ting of 
~oists or rafters. 

Floor joists shaH not be spaced more than 16 inches 
between centers and the unsupported length of any such 
joists carrying floors shall not exceed twenty times its 
depth. (Section 3104, Uniform Code.) Ceiling joists or 
rafters shall not be spaced more than 24 inches between 
centers and the unsupported length Of any such joist or 
rafter carrying ceiling or roof ~ shall not exceed thirty 
times its depth. (Section 320,3, Uniform Code.) The 
unsupported' length of rafters which are indined shall 
be measured horizontally and not on the line of inclinatio;n. 

iSe-ctIon .14. Where ordinary' framer buildings are per­
mit'ted, the exterior walls of such buildi»gs shall be con­
structed either of wooden studs or heavy framing. Ord­
inary frame buildings may be veneered with masonry, 
but such veneer shall be at least four inches in thickness, 
constructed of well burned bricks, or cement blocks laid 
up in lime and portland cement mortar, and shall be 
anchored to the wood frames or backing at intervals not 



exceeding twelve inches vertically and sixteen inches 
horiz,ontally. The anchors shall consist either of Sd nails 
or .larger, or wire not smaller in size than No. lOB. and 
$. g'auge. The height of the V\3neer shall not exceed two 
st6ries or thirty-two feet a,bove the first st,ory floor. 
Veneer on gables shall not be permitted above the second 
story ,unless the maximum height does not exceed thirty­
two fe~,t' , 

No stud in a bearing partition or wall shall be less 
than one and five-eighths inchesl by three and five-eighths 
inches in size or spaced over sixteen inches on centers. 
All studs in exterior wans shall be placed, with the short­
e,st dimension parallel to the wall. All studs in bearing 
partitions shall be placed with the short dimension parallel 
to the partition, except where the partition is constructed 
double, allowirw ~ pocket.for a sliding door. 

When a 'j:l'artition or outside wall supports more than 
the weightof::the roof and two floors. the studs shall 
beincreased in size to at least two by six inches or three 
by four inchq~::, Wood stud bet).ring partitions, shall not 
suppor,t the weight or more than three flo,ors and the 
roof. All stud partitions shall have the angles at the 
eOl'ners framed:, sli))jd s:o that no lath can extend from ,one 
rQom to another. 

Section 15. (a) The exterior stud walls of all build­
ings exceeding two stories in height shall be diagonally 
brilced at the corners by cutting in between thestuds 
with II brac,es ' the, same size as the studs, excepih:Wfttit 
shall be optional to omit these braces if the studs are 
covered ,with boards applied diagonally. 

(b)' All buildings hereafter constructed shal))ave 
the floor joists fire stopped at all bearing waIM;'1 Such 
fire stopping shall be accomplished by filling the \lntire 
wace between the joists at bearing walls with wooden 
fire sto'ps at least one and five-eighths inches,1;Ij"thick­
ne~s and of the 8:ame width as tpe width of the Joists. 
When attic floor joists are partially corvered with;j:floor­
ing, solid bridging or fire stopping shall be placed\;~t the 
edges of such attic floor. 

(c) Where plumbing, heating, ventilating, and other 
pipes or conduits 'pass through wooden floors or wooden 
partitions they shan be boxed in and fire stopped so as 
to prevent the spread of fire . 

. " \, 

(d) Fire stops shalF be provided at all intersections 
Of interior bearing walls, and exterior walls with floors, 



ceilings and roof in such a manner as to effectively cut 
off communication by fire through hollow concealed 
spaces and prevent both vertical and horizontal drafts. 

(e) Furred walls shall have fire stopping placed 
immediately &bove and below the junction of any floor. 

(f) All stud walls or partitions shall have a con­
tinuous row or bridging ·of fire stopping which shall form 
a complete and effective separation in the entire width of 
par·tition at that point, placed in such a manner that there 
shall be no concealed air slpaces greater than nine feet 
in any dimens:ion. 

(g) Stair stringers shall be firestopped at least 
,once every ten feet of each run, and· shall be fireproofed 
by a header beam at the top and bottom, so as to effect­
ively prevent the passage of fire. Full width fire block­
ing shall be placed between studs along and in line with 
the run of s,tairs adjoining such partitions. 

(h) When sliding do,ors are pocketed in partitions, 
such pockets shall be completely fire-stopped at end, sides, 
top and bottom. 

(i) All fire stopping as required in this Section 
shall be at least one and five-eighths. inches in thickness 
and the full width of the studs. 

(j) All attic s,pace or spaces between ceilings and 
the under side ·of roofs shall be divided by partitions into 
horizontal areas of not more than twenty-d'ive hundred 
square feet. Such partitions shall be constructed of at 
least one inch tongue and grooved planking ·or two thick­
nes'ses of one inch laminated planking. All openings 
through these partitions shall be protected by self-clos­
ing doors of the same thickness and materials as the 
partition. 

,Section 16. In all apartment houses, hotels, rooming 
houses, clubs, lodges, business buildings, office buildings, 
churches, and public and semi-'Public buildings hereafter 
constructed all eleV1ators and stairways shall be encIosed 
with partitions constru,cted either of brick, concrete or 
terra cotta at least eight inches in thickness, or metal 
lath and plaster on metal s,tuds at least two inches in 
thickness, or with metal frames and wire gl&s:s, .or a 
combination thereof. In buildings not eX)ceeding three 
stories in height the partition enclosing stairs may be 
of wood .stud construction, covered on both sides with 
metal lath and gypsum plaster at least three-quarters of 



an inch in thickness. Gypsum plaster board (or lath) at 
least three-'eighths of an inch thick and having not more 
than fifteen per cent comoustilble material combined with 
the gypsum may be substituted f.or the metal lath. Metal 
lath and gypsum pla,ster at least,· three-quarters of an 
inch in thickness shall be placed on the under side of 
the stairs. (See Section 430,2, Uniform 'Code.) Stair en­
closures shall include a r.eturn landing for all floors above 
the entrance floor, except the top floor. 

iAll well holes·, shafts and other vertical openings 
shall be enclosed on all sides with metal lath and plaster 
except that chutes and. dumowaiter shafts with a cross 
sectional area of not more than nine square feet may be 
lined with five-eighths inch planking covered with ·one­
fourth inch aEbestos covered with not less than 26 g'auge 
sheet metal. All joints in such sheet metal shall be lock-, 
lapped. All openings into such vertical enclosures shall 
be protected by metal or metal clad doors and metal clad 
Jambs and ca:sings or frames. 

Tn all apartment houses, hotels, rooming houses, 
clubs, lodges, business buildings, office buildings, 
churches, and public and semi-pu'blic buildings hereafter 
constructed the heating furnace or boiler shall be placed 
in a seD·arate room. The walls of such room shall be 
constructed of masonry at least six inches thick or of 
wood stud construction covered on both sides with metal 
lath and gypsum plaster at least three-quarters of an 
inch thick. The ceiling shall be construct'ed of reinforced 
concrete or wood construction covered with metal lath 
and gypsum or portland cement plaster three-quarters 
oj' an inch thick. All openings leading to such enclosures 
shall be protected either by metal frames and wire glass 
windows, or doors to be maintained normally closed and 
complying with Section 65 of this ordinance. 

Section 17. In all apartment houses, hotels, room­
ing houses, clubs, lodg-es, business buildings,office build­
ings,churches and puiblic and semi-public buildings over 
two stories in height, hereafter constructed or altered, 
pH openings to stair or elevator enclosures, except on 
the entrance floor, shall be protected with one hour fire 
resistive self-dosing doors which open with the direction 
of exit travel. (See Section 3304, Uniform Code.) 

The roofs of all buildings over two stories in height 
hereafter constructed in the residential district, and of 
all buildings over 5,0'00 square feet in ground area, shall 
be covered with No.2 or better shiplap at least. three-



quarters of an inch thick laid tight, or matched flooring 
at least three-quarters of an inc.h thick laid tight. Said 
shiplap or flooring to be nailed 'with at least two Sd nails 
at each bearing. Said shiplap or flooring to be covered 
with one of the following: 

1. ,Incombustible or fire resisting material 
other than wood. 

2 ,Asphalt saturated paper felt weighing at 
least 14 pounds pel' 100 square feet, this to be 
,covered with cedar shingles at least one-half inch 
thick at the butt and laid not over seven and one­
half inches to the weather. 

3., Composition shingles other than wood 
which shall weigh at least 200 pounds per 100 
square feet. 

Section 18. 'All buildings hereafter erected and all 
existing buildings of more than two stories in height 
with any part of such huildings above t,he s8{lond story 
used for habitation, shall be equipped with at least one 
fire escape (,See Sections 18, 19, 20 and 21), or one ex­
terior 'stairway for each 10,000 square feet of building 
floor area above the second story. Such fire escape 'or 
exterior stairway shall be located so as to serve all parts 
of such building above the second floor. As an alternate 
for said fire escape, but in addition to the regular stair­
ways in said building, there may be provided an enclosed 
or interior stairway complying with Sedions16 and 17 
of this ordinance. (See Sections 2,2(}7,3307, 3308 and 4302', 
Uniform Building Code.) provided! that such alternate 
interior stairway is opened directly into an open court, 
alley or street; and further provided, however, the re­
quirements . ,hereinbefore .specified in. thjs section shall 
not apply jn th~ case of'a single family residence'if no 
part of such residence above the second story is used £01' 
human habitation by persons other than the immediate 
lnember,s of such family .. 

,section 19,' Fire escapes herearterinstalled on the 
outside of buildings shall be constructed in accordance 
with the specifications hereinafter prescribed, and devia­
tion from which shall be made only by permission of the 
Fire Chief. Each fire. escape shall consist of balconies, 
stairs and fb;eman's ladder. 

Each balcony' 'shall be 'at least twelv,e feet long and 



three feet eight inches wide, and have a well hole not 
more than six feet long nor more than two feet three 
inches wide .. The outside of the floor shall be made of 
two inch by two inch by one-quarter inch angle iron, 
and the corners to be bent on a radius of at least six 
inches. Slats for the floor shall be one and one-half inch 
by one-quarter inch mild steel and spaced one inch be­
tween slats; and reinforced by one-quarter inch by two 
inch mild steel not over three feet apart, securely riveted 
to the slats. Railing for the balcony shall be at least thirty 
inches. high and shall be extended on each end and front 
of the balcony and shall be securely bolted to the building 
and connected to the floor of the balcony by at least fivt! 
upright irons, one-quarter inch by one-half inch, twisted 
to conform to each rail and angle iron, and securely 
rivl;!ted thereto. 

The stairs shall be made of one-quarter inch by four 
inch flat mild steel bars, and the steps shall be at least 
twenty inches long and not over ten inch rise. Stairs 
shall have a railing made of one inch pipe at least twenty 
inches from stairs and securely fastened by means of one 
inch pipe supports not over seven feet apart. 

The firemen's latter shall consist of five-sixteenth 
inch by two inch mild steel bars for sides, and have 
three-quarter inch round mild steel rungs, spaced not 
over fourteen nches apart. Ladders shall extend from 
within fourteen feet of the ground to at least five feet 
albov:e the roof of the building. gach balcony shall be 
securely bolted to the building and supported' by nieans 
of one and one-half nch square braces, four n numher, 
securely anchored into the wall, as may be ·directed by 
the Engineer or Fire· Chi'ef. Fire escapes when finished 
shall be painted with at least one coat of red lead. 

" '; ''JJ ~~f ;"~, 

Section 20. The: fire esca'pe shall extend cl.ear to 
the ground or have an appr,oved counter balance I'lJairway 
when the State Fire M:arshal shall d,eem such to ,be. neces­
sary as in case of sl~hooTs,. theatres, fastories, hotels, 
hospitals, detention homes, and 'buildings of;.public 
assembly. 

Section 21. (a) Fire escapes hereafter. ilifstaUed 
shall be located on buildngs so as to be as rem pte from 
stairways as possible. 

(b) In all buildings hereafter erected whi~]},{Axre 
occupied at night for sleeping purposes andwhicli require 
a fire· escape or, fire escapes, the public corridors shaH 
extend to all fire escapes. . 



(c) In all buildings existing at the time of the 
passage of this ordinance, and in all buildings hereafter 
erected, ex,cept those covered by the regulations of sub­
division (b), not more than one room shall intervene be­
tween a corridor and any fire escape. When a room inter­
venes between a c,orrid,or and the fire es,cape the door 
from the c,orridor into said room shall have a glass 
panel extending from the top rail to the doorknob, ana 
the glass shall be of a kind that is easily broken, and 
there shall also be a sign with the inscription "Fire 
Escape" over the Siame, and also written upon the glass or 
such door. Any lock on such corridor door shall be of the 
the night-,latch type which can be opened from the inside 
without a key. Close to -such dOlor and on the corridor 
side there shall be kept, at all times an adequate instru­
ment for breaking glass, with explanatory label, subject 
to the approval of the Fire Chief. 

(d) All fire eSCll)pes, ladders, stairs. hallways and 
platforms shall be kept free from incumbrances or ob­
structions at all times. 

Section 22. :All buildings requiring fire escapes 
shall have stationary ladders to scuttle holes. A stand­
pipe shall be erected with all fire escapes with hose at­
tachments at every story. For genera1 construction of 
f'bandpipes see Sections 3803 and 3804, Uniform Building 
Code. 

Section 23. Any stairway in an alley leading to 
upper stories or the roof shall not extend into the alley 
over twenty-fonr inches, and shall be constructed of steel 
or iron and shall be fastened to the building in the sam'! 
manner as herein provided f,or fire esc1apes. 

Section 24. rAll skylights shall have metal frame" 
with interlocking seams, except that wo,od frames may 
be used for greenhouses outside of the fire districts. 
Except in photographic studios, and in greenhouses 10-
catedoutside of the fire districts, only wire glass shaH 
be used in skylights. (See Section 3402, Uniform Code.) 

ISection 215. All buildings which have an attic space 
shall have access to such attic space from the insid.e 
,of the building. Where there is no stairway leading to 
the attic there shaH be at least one scuttle hole at lea~t 
twenty inches by thirty inches in size to provide such 
access for each twenty-five hundreCL square feet of top 
floor area. Where practicable such scuttle holes shall 
be placed in hallways. 



On all flat-roofed buildings over one story in height 
there shall be at least one scuttle hole leading from the 
roof to the attic for each twenty-five hundred square 
fee t of roof area. , 

Section 26. In all school houses, hospitals, chur0hes, 
a.ssembly halls, theatres, dance halls. apartment houses, 
h9tels and lodging houses, all corridors, hallways. pass­
ageways, and stairways Jorming a part of the exit lead­
ing directly to the o'utside'of the building shall be at least 
five feet in width. Al1"doors in such exit sha11 be at leaslt 
three feet in width, and the total width of all of these 
shall be at least eighteen inches for each one hundred 
people that will normally use same for exit purposes. 
No corridors, hallway, passageway or stairway in a build­
ing of this class shall be less than four feet in width, 
pro·vided that hallways, passage ways or stairways in­
tended primarily for use of employees and tradespeople, 
may be made a minimum of not less than three and one­
half feet in width, including service hallways, passago 
waYiS and stairwaY'S forming a part of exits. Balconies 
with more than one hundred seats shall have two sep­
arate exits. Such exits shall be placed on opposite sides 
of the balcony where possible. All entrance and exit 
doors shall be kept unlocked when the building is occupied 
or open to the public. 

All entertainment stages shall be provided with at 
least one exit direct to the exterior outlet of the building, 
or emergency exit to street, court or alley .. If only one 
Euch exit is pro,vided the width shaIl be at least five 
feet. If two or more exits are provided eaclf'exit shall 
be at lest two feet six inches wide. The exits s,hall serve 
the stage and all dressing rooms. 

All school houses, theatres, churches and dance halls 
shall have exit doors which open outwardly and shall 
be equipped with an approved type of push-bar device 
which will unlatch the door by pressure, commonly known 
as the anti-panic holt. 

,section 27. iAn electric red light shall _be placed in 
full view from hallways, showing location of fire escapes 
and also lettered "Fire Escape" in black letters. Ea.ch 
j;ght must be kept burning from sundown to sunrise when 
such building is occupied. Suc,h light must not at any time 
be permitted to be out of order, and when out of order 
must he immediately repaired. All hotels, factories, work­
shops, schools, and any other building occupied at night 
by more than ten persons, if of more than one story in 



height, shall have in each story an electrically operated 
giong or gongs capable of being hem'd throughout the 
story. Said gong or gongs shall be operated by anyone 
of a number of switches, one of which shall be on each 
floor. Said gong or gongs shall be at least six inches 
in diameter and installed with at least No. 14 gauge 
rubber-covered wire. 

Sectj,on 28. The Fire Chief shall approve the lo­
cation of all fire' escapes, standpipes, exit lights, and the 
installation of aI' fire equipment and appliances. 

Section 29. Every pros'cenium opening shall be pro­
vided with a fireproof curtain of asbestos or other mater. 
ial approved as the equal of asbestos by the Fire Chief, 
and such curtain shall slide at each end within an iron 
groove which is securely fastened to the proscenium wall; 
such groove shall be at least six inches in depth, pro­
vided, however, that when the stage does not exceed ten 
fe·et in depth and has no loft and is not occupied by 
scenery, said curtain shall not be required. The fireproof 
curtain shall be raised at the commencement and lowered 
at the close ofea·ch performance. The curtain shall. be 
reinforced by wire or otherwise so that it may be operated 
from eithe,r of two points, the location of which shall be 
approved by the Fire Chief. 

Section 30. There shall be one or more ventilators 
constructed near the center of every stage of e,very 
theater. Such ventil.8tor shall be raised above the roof 
and have an area ,equal to ten per cent of the floor area 
between the stage walls. Doors for ventilation shall open 
by force of gravity sufficient to overcome effects of 
neglect, rust, dirt, frost, snow, or exp,ansion or warping. 
Ventilator doors shall be arranged to open instantly after 
the outbreak of fire, by the use of approved automatic 
fusiible links. (See Seetion 3901, Uniform Code.) 

,section 31. The provisions hereinafter in this section 
contained shall apply to .a11 theaters, churches, and public 
auditoriums in Corvallis. Aisles with seats on both sides 
shall be at least three feet in width. Aisles with seats 
on one side only shall be at least two feet in width. The 
minimum width shall be measured at the point farthest 
from the entrance, and said aisles. shall be increased in 
width towards the entrance at least eight inches for 
each interval of fifty pers,ons, or part thereof, who use 
the ,aisles. Aisles may be made uniform in width through­
out their length for the average wid:th of a tapered isle 
if an exit is at the opposite end from the place of en-



trance. Cross aisles, at least four feet in width, leading 
t,o an entr.ance or exit, shall be provided for balconies or 
galleries if there are more than twenty rows of seats. 

No seat on any main floor, balcony or gallery shall 
have more than six seats intervening between it and the 
nearest asile. No chains shall be allowed at the end of 
iSiles. No platform in a balcony or gallery shall have a rise 
exceeding twenty inches. ('Section 604, Uniform Code.) 
No chair or other form or seat shall be placed in any 
aisle or C'orridor, and no one shall be allowed to st.and 
in any of the aisles. 

Seetion 32. By the term "picture machine" as used 
in this ordinance is meant any machine or de,vice operated 
by or with the aid of electrIcity or other illuminant, and 
adapted or us,ed to project upon a screen or other surface 
pictorial representations, using an inflammable film. No 
picture machine shal! be installed, maint.ained or operated 
except in conformity with the provisions of this ordinance. 

Section 33. Every picture machine using inflam­
mable films, together with all eledrical devices and films, 
shall be encl,osed in a booth large enough to permit the 
oper.ator to walk freely on either side or in the rear of 
the machine, and shall be at least seven feet high and 
have a floor area of at least s.ixty square feet for each 
motion pieture machine in such booth. 

The floor of such ho'oth shall be constructed of ma­
sonry or reinfor·ced concrete, or the floor may be con­
structed of wooden joists and matched flooring covered 
with at least two inches of masonry or with one-quarter 
in:::h asbestos and s,heet metal of at least 24 gauge thick­
ness. 

The walls and ceiling shall be constructed of rna·· 
sonry at least six inches in thickness, or laminated two 
inch by four inch planking, or of studding and joist cover­
ed on both s·ides with mebal lath and gypsum plaster at 
least three-fourths of an inch in thickness. or with wood­
en studs and joist covered with metal lath and gypsum 
plaster on the outside of the booth and the inside of the 
booth covered with one inch matched planking covered 
with one-quarter inch asbestos and this covered with 
sheet metal of at least 24 gauge. If metal lath and plas,ter 
are used the walls and celYing inside of such booth shall 
be covered with siheet metal of at le,ast 24 gauge. If 
laminated planking is used the walls and ceiling inside 
of s'uch booth shall be covered with one-eighth inch 
asbestos and sheet metal of at least 24 gauge. 



The entrance door to the bocth shall not be larger 
than two feet by six feet six inches in size and, constructed 
of metal or metal clad wood complying, with Section 65 
hereof, and so arranged as to close by gravity and kept 
normally closed. All necessary openings for observation 
by the operator or for the oper,a,tion of the machines shall 
be provided with gravity metal doors which phall be held 
open by fusible linlfS placed in series with fine cords so 
arranged that one of the links is sus,pend,ed directly over 
the film in the picture machine. 

At the top of every booth there shall be ,at least a 
ten inch diameter vent for each motion picture machine. 
Such vent shall be constructed of sheet metal of at least 
24 gauge and shall connect to a masonry flue or go d:­
redly to the roof and extend twelve inches above. No 
wooden or other' ,combustib1e materials shall be allowed 
to come within four inches ,of the vent. There shall not be 
more than one elbo'w or change in direction of this metal 
vent in anv ",ttic space. No such vent shall pass through 
any occupied room. All shelves, furniture and fixtures 
in the booth shall be constructed of metal or of incom­
bustible material. All films not in actual use shall be 
stored in metal cabinets or boxes with metal partitions 
and shelves. No solder shall be used in the construction 
of such metal boxes orca-binets. (Section 4001, Uniform 
Code.) 

Section 34. 'All picture machines using inflamm.able 
film shall be equipped with incombustible magazines for 
receiving and delivering the films during the operation of 
the machine. A shutter must be provided and placed in 
front of the lens of the machine and so arranged that 
same' can be instantly closed by the operator. Films not 
in the magazine shall be kept in metal hoxes, except when 
in the process of rewinding, transferring or repairing. 
Hot carbons taken from the lamps shall be deposited in 
either a metal receptacle or a bucket of water. 

Section 35. No portable electric ~ord shall be allowed 
within any moving picture machine booth unless the same 
is material to the o,peration of the equipment in said 
booth. Each lamp connected with a picture machine must 
he provided with ,a separate switch located within the 
the booth. There shall also be two switches controlling 
the lights in the exhibition room, one of which shall be 
,operated from the booth and the other so placed that it 
is wit):11n reach of the ticket taker or other person 
stationed at the entrance door. There shall be provided 
a separate system of Hghting, controlled by switches, 



operat:ng red signal lamps, and there shalI be one such 
lamp placed at each. exit with a sign marked "Exit" in 
letters at least five inches, high, and exit lights shall be 
burning at all times when the exhibition room is open 
to the public. 

Section 36. No waste paper, newspapers, old mgs, 
or anything of an inflammalble character shall be per. 
mitted in ,any motion picture machine booth.. The walls 
8'1d floors of such hooth shall be kept clean; under no 
ciI'cumstances shall dust be allowed to accumlate therein. 
No accumulation of w,aste shall be. permitted in any 
moving picture machine booth; such rags as may be 
necessary for cleaning shall be kept in approved waste 
cans. Under no circumstances shall the operator of a, 
moving picture machine leave the booth without first 
h9ving disconnected the current from the arc light of 
alI machines in said booth. No person shall smoke in any 
moving picture machine booth. 

Section 37. At least one two ,and one-half gallon 
fire extinguisher of the soda and acid type or foam ty'pe. 
and two one quart carbon tetrachloride type fire ex tin­
guis,hers will be required for e,ach picture machine booth. 

On every picture show or theater stage there shall 
be installed and maintained at least one two and one-half 
gallon soda and ,acid or foam type and one carbon· 
tetrachloride type fire extinguisher. 

The location of all fire extinguishers r~l?quired under 
this ordinance shall be ,approved by the Fire Chid. 

No pieture machine shall be installed in any theater 
that does not ,abut directly upon a s,treet, and in no case 
shall the main floor of such theater be more than four 
feet above or below the ajoining street level. '.1'0 ove!'­
come any difference of level on the ground fl001', gradients 
shall be employed not exceeding one foot in six feet; 110 
steps shall be permitted. Exit doors must be at LLe level 
of the sidewalk. No room is to be used as an exhibition 
rDom unless as it has at least one separate alld distinct 
ex;t in addition to the froni exit. 

Se~tion 38. All chimneys, except steel or iron smoke 
stacks hereinafter specified, shall be built from the ground 
up and shall have no wo'oden supports. All such chimneys 
shall be constructed of solid brick, concrete or stone. 
ChimneY'S with flues of an effective area of 150 square 
inches or more shall have walls at least eight inches thick. 
W,here the effective flue area is less than 150 square 



inches the walls of such chimneys shall be at least three 
and three-·fourths, inches in thickness. (See Section 40 for 
additional thickness requirements.) Where portlancl ce­
ment concrete is used for chimney c,onstruction the same 
shall. be reinforced with at least 0.2 per cent steel ancl the 
inside of such chimney shall be lined with fire brick from 
the point where the smoke connection is made toa height 
of at least five feet above such smoke connection. Where 
stone is used for chimney construction the wall thickness 
of such chimney shall be increased four inches in thickness 
and shall be lined with fire brick fr,om the point'where 
the smoke connection is made to a height of at least' five 
feet above such smoke connection. 

,Chimneys built as a part of or attached to masonry, 
w,alls of eight inches Or more in thickness may be cor­
belled not to exceed eight inches, which corbelling shall 
be clone with at least five courses of brick work or 
equivalent. Other chimneys shall not be corbelled or 
raked more than ei.ght inches horizontally, or one-third 
the width of the chimney in direction of rake, and the 
rake of inclination shall not exceed six inches horizontal 
to ten feet vertical rise. 

The joints of all masonry chimneys shall be made 
with mortal' spread over the top of the brick or block, 
with all joints push filled and with all exposed joints 
struck smooth with ,a trowel, unless the surface of the 
chimney is plastered. 

Bortlandcement mortar or cement and lime mortar only 
shall be used in the construction of chimneys. All chim­
neys shall project at least three feet. aJbove the .point of 
contact with a flat roof, or two feet above the ridge of 
a pitched roof. 

Steel or iron smoke stacks may be used il1 place of 
masonry chimneys when used for manufacturing pur­
poses and for high pressure boilers and .furnaces or other 
similar heating or manufacturing appliances. Such smoke 
stacks shall be protected on the outside up t,o and through 
the roof of the building with an eight inch ventilated air 
space. Any inflammable material within twelve in,;hes 
of such smoke stack shall. be protected byone-fo·urth il1.ch 
asbestos covered with metal. 

Vents from gas. burning appliances may be connected 
to either gas flues or masonry chimneys if constructed 
as herein specified. Gas flues shall be constructed of 
copper of at least 14 ounces per square foot. All .edges 
and joints of such flues shall be connected together in 



a water tight and spark proof manner. Gas flues shall 
be completely wrapped with three layers of asbestos 
weighing at least ten pounds per one hundred square 
feet, edges thoroughly pasted in place with staggered 
joints .. All offsets shall incline upward and not more than 
60 degrees from the vertical. The area of any such gas 
flue shall not be less than the area of the .largest vent 
connection, plus 50% of the area of all other additional 
connections or outlets. Other materials having an equiv­
alent rust resisting fire proof quality may be employed 
upon sUlbmis:sidn to and approval of the City Engineer. 

Section 39 .. ,IThe breast of a firepJ,ace shall not pro­
ject more than foul' inches bey;ond the wall or foundation 
supporting the same. A flue may be corbelled in the 
breast of the fireplace provided it is enclosed with at 
least eight inches of masonry. The jambs of every fire­
place shall be at least eight inches thick, and the back of 
such opening shall be at least three and three-,quarter 
inches thick in addition to the lining~ 1'he fireplace lining 
shall be constructed either o,f fire brick or of a hard 
burned pressed brick. The lining of fireplaces s.hall be 
at least th1'ee and three-quarter inches' in thickness. 

Section 40. Wooden floor beams, joists, furring, 
studs and headel'S shall be kept .away from masonrychim­
neys, flues, or fireplaces at least two inches. It is further 
pro,vided that where the part of mas,onry chimneys next 
or adjacent to wooden beams, joists, studs, headers, or 
floors is more than six inches in thickness, then such 
wooden beames, joists, studs, heade1's or floors may ex­
tend closer or up to such chimney provided the effective 
flue area of such chimney is less than 150 square inches. 
(See Section 38) Where chimneys are constructed ,on the 
outside of the building, that part of the chimney next 
to s'uch bulding ~hall be at least six inches in thickness. 

No chimneys shall be constructed so that any settle­
ment which may occur will cause the chimney to support 
or to be supported by any timbers or wood. For the pur­
pose of preventing a draft in the space between the fram­
ing and the chimney metal flashing shall be placed 
around the chimney either at the ceiling line 01' just be-. 
low the floor line. 'Such metal flashing shall be placed as 
the chimney is being constructed. 

N J concealed air space over nine feet in height be­
tween chimneys and walls will be permitted. 

Any header, tail, or trimmer beam in front of the 
fireplace shall be at least eighteen inches from the chim; 
ney breast. 



Section 41. No metal smoke pipe shall be within 
nine inches of any woodwork or any wooden lath and 
plaster partitions or ceiling. Where metal smoke pipes 
pass, t.hrough wooden lath and plaster partitions they shall 
be guarded by galvanized iron ventilatling thimbles at 
least twelve inches larger in diameter than the pipes, or 
by galvanized iron thimbles built in at least eight inches 
of brick work or other incomrbustable work or covering. 

Section 4,2'. A marquee or fastened awn'ng projecting 
over the sidewalk shall be substantially and securely fast­
ed to the bulding of which it is a part. No marquee, awn­
ing, shade or balcony shall be surp,ported over a s,treet or 
sidewalk in whole or in part by any posts, braces or ot!her 
s'upports extending t'0 the street. Any marquee, awning, 
shade or balcony extending over the street or sidewalk 
shall have a metal roof. No marquee shall extend more 
than eight feet over a sidewalk to the street. 

Sec,tion 43. The top of all sawdust burner attach­
ments slhall be at least two feet below the ceiling. When 
t'he ceiling or flo·or above is constructed of wood, the 
ceiling shall be covered with metal lath and gypsum or 
portIand cement plaster at least one-half of an inch 
thick for a distance ·of at least four feet in all directiom 
from a point on the ceiling directly over the centcr of 
the burner, or in lieu of the me'tal lath or plaster, asbestos 
board at least 'One-quarter inch thick covered with at 
leas,t 24 gauge sheet metal may be us,ed. 

Section 44. No dry cleaning shall hereafter be done 
for hire within either the inner fire district or the outer 
fire dis,trict except in a separate building 'Or section there­
o,f cut off by fire walls complying with Section 51 of 
this ordinance; provided, 'however, that the provisions of 
this section shall no,t apply wlhere dry cleaning was 
being done for hire prior to the passage of this ordinance. 

,Such building or section thereof shall not be over 
one story or over sixteen feet in height, without base­
ment or open space below the floor. Any opening in tJhe 
walls shall be protected as specified in section 65 of 
this ordinance. Any building used for dry cleaning outside 
of the inner or outer fire districts (but where permitted 
under Ordinance No. 12115 (as amended, Zoning Ordin­
ance), and which does not come within the abo,ve, 
reguirements, slhall be located at a distance of at least 
50 feet from an adjacent property line 'Or building. 

ISection 45. No motor, stove, or spark-emitting device 
of any description shall be permitted in a room for dry 



cleaning. ,All shafting necessary for the operation of 
machinery ,of any washing, drying or distilling room 
shall enter said room at least six feet above floor level. 

Gasoline and / or all other volatile cleaning liquids 
shall not be handled in open containers, but shall be 
pumpo'd dil:'eCltly into all machines, and all machines 
s'hall be provided with a system of pipes" wlhereby all 
trasoline and / or all other volatile cleaning liquids can 
be drained directly into underground storage tanks. All 
gasoline and .I or all other volatile cle,aning liquids shall 
Ibe removed from washing machines, stills and extrac­
tors when machine~ arc not in actual operl),tion. 

When ste'amis available there shall be a steam line 
at least one inc:h in diameter provided for fire extinguish­
ing purposes in the washing,drying and distilling room. 

Smoking is h~~eby prohibited in any washing, drying 
or distilling room, and notices to that effect shall be 
posted in conspicuous places. 

Section 46. No building or structure of any kind 
shall be moved intodhe inner fire district, or into the 
outer fire district;/,ofc .the city of Corvallis, or from onQ 
IocaHon;;in ;,either of said fire dis!tricts to any other 
location .within either of ,said fire districts, unless said 
building or structure shall conf,orm to the requirements 
herein provided which are applicable to new buildings and 
structures to be erected at the proposed new location 
of such building. 

:Section 47. ,Every building hereafter e rec ted 
within either the inner fire district or the oute:r fire 
district shall hav,e a roof covering of fire resisting 
material ot'herthan wood. No existing wooden s'hingle 
roof within either a! s,aid fire dis!tdctsl, if damaged more 
than 2,50/0 of its total area, shall be renewed or repaired 
with roof covering other than fire resisting material 
other than wood. Tlhe roof and sides of all structures and 
the top of all dormer windows s'haH be covered with an 
incombustible or other fire resisting materiil,l other than 
Wood; provided, however, that wh,en composition shingles 
are used therefortJhey shall wei'gh at least 20,0 p'ounds 
pe't 10.0 square feet. ;,j') 

Fra:me buildings shall be permitted within the .outer 
fire district, but any building constructed within the 
outer fire district and whiClh does not comply with Sections 
50, 5,1, 5,2 and 53 of this ordinance shall not .be . built 
C10ser than 5 feet t'o the lot lines of tlhe property·· On 



which it is built, except that it may be built up to the 
street lines. Provided, howev,er, the size of any frame 
building erected within the outer fire district shall he 
limited to 1,000 square feet of ground area and 15,000 
cubic feet of interior space exclusiv-e 'of basement and 
attic. Provided, further, that in case more than one 
building is erected on any lot in the outer fire district 
such additional building shall be so located that it is at 
least 10 feet distant from any other building on said lot. 

All wooden cornices shall be covered with incorn­
bustablematerials. 

Section 4-8. Any existing frame building within 
either of said fire districts which may hereafter be 
damaged by fire to an amount greater than 60 per cent 
of its assessed value as shown on the latest tax role of 
Benton county, Oregon, immediately prior to such damage 
exclusive of the foundation, shall not be repaired or reo 
built, but shall be removed or rebuilt to conform to the 
provisions of this ordinance. 

,Section 49. The total amount of repairs within any 
period of twelve months to any frame building within the 
inner fire district damaged by causes other than fire 
shall not exceed in cost twenty percent of the latest 
assessed valuation ·of said building as shown on the 
tax roll of Benton County. 

- ;Q'f'O 
Section 50. Every buildin~'triucture hereafter 

erected or enlarged within the (jir-;; district s,hallbe en­
closed on all sides with walls constructed wholly of stone, 
well burned brick, terra cotta, concrete 'or other equivalent 
incombustable materials,except as follows: 

(a) Temporary one-story frame buildings, for the 
temporary use of builders. Any such temporary build­
ings shall be torn down and removed immediately after 
the completion: of the work in connection with which 
sudh buildings have been used. 

(b) Additions of 300 s:quare feet or less to frame 
buildings, when all sides except the ,one side whch 
adjoins the frame building shall comply with the specifi­
cations herein provided for outside walls in the inner 
fire district. 

(c) IStrictly all metal buildings shall comply with 
the following regulations: The heig'ht shall not exceed 
one story and the area shall notexcceed 800 square feet, 
and within it no balconies, galleries, etc., shall be con· 



structed. The frame work of the building, as well as t'he 
sides, and roof, shall be of metal; the floor shall be of 
incombustable material. The metal used for the sides 
and roof shall he at least 26 gauge. The various members 
making up the frame work shall be securely attached 
toge,ther and so braced that the frame work will be firm 
and unyielding. 'r:his type of building shall not be con­
structed closer than five feet to any alley or adjacent 
property line nor within five feet of any building. 

Section 5>1. Hollow tile walls shall not be permitted 
for enclosing wans in the· inner fire district except f'or 
panel walls. Enclosed walls of slold brick, concrete or stone 
shall have the following thickness,: 

Number of stories to building: 
1 2 B 4 5> 

5th story, 67 feet __ " __ """""_" _____ """"_ 
4th story, 55 feet _" __ """ ___ """"_" _____ " 
Brd story, 43 feet _""" _________ ""_"_"_"_ 
2nd story, 31 feet "_"""_"""""""""""'"_"" 
1st story,' 18 feet "" __ ""_" __ "" __ """" __ "" 
Basement 

12" 
+2" 12" 

12" 12" 16" 
16'; 16" 

1:2" 
12" 12" 
12" 16" 
16" 16" 
16" 2'0" 
2'0" 20" 

Party walls or walls which support adjacent buildings 
shall be four inches thicker than independent walls as 
specified in the above ta!ble. 

When the height of a story exceeds the height given 
in the foregoing table then such wall shall be increased 
in thickness to conform to the requirements 'of a building 
one story 'higher as per said table. Every wall support­
ing weight other than the weight of the wall itself 
shall be considered a bearing wall. 

Where in place of the uniform walls called for in 
this section bearing walls with piers or buttresses are 
used, the required tlhicknessof the wall between but­
tresses or piers may be reduced one-half the thickness 
added at the buttresses or piers, provided that no bearing 
wall shall be less than eight inches in thickness. Example: 
If the table calls for a twelve inch unif'orm wall, by add­
ing eiglht inches to this for the required buttress or plaster 
thickness the wall may be reduced to eight inches in thick­
ness provided buttresses or piers twenty inches thick were 
constructed and spaced as 'herein called for. It is further 
provided that an eight inch bearing wall shall not ex­
ceed one story or eiglhteen feet in height. Any such piers 
or buttresses shall be at least one-twelfth as wide as 



the spaces between them and the length of the wall be­
tween such piers or buttresses shall not exceed twenty­
four times its thickness. 

Section 52. Enclosed non-hearing walls of s'olid brick, 
concrete or stone shall have the following thickness: 

Number of stories to building: 
12345 

5th story, 67 feet ..................... . 8" 
4th story, 55 feet ..................... . 8" 12" 
3rd story, 43 feet .................... .. 8" 12" 12" 
2nd story, 31 feet .................... .. 8" 12" 12" 12" 
1st story, 18 feet ...................... 8" 12" 12" 12" 12" 
Bas·ement .......................................... 8" 12" 12" 12" 16" 

Where in place of uniform walls called for in this 
section, non-bearing or curtain walls with piers or but­
tresses are used, the required thickness ·of such wall be­
tween buttresses or piers may be reduced one-half the 
Vhickness added at the buttress or pier, provided that no 
such wall shall be less than eig'ht inches in thickness. The 
unsupported height of the .curtain wall shall. not exceed 
twenty-four times its thickness, and the lengt!h of the 
curtain walls between piers, buttresses or columns shall 
not exceed thirty times its thickness. 

Section 5i3. If skeleton construcUon is used, the 
frames for each part shall be strong enough to carry 
the superimposed load without reliance upon the encIosed 
walls. The piers s:hall be tied together by beams or cur­
tain walls at intervals not exceeding eighteen times the 
thickness of piers. The width of piers shall not be less 
than one~tenth of the distance from center to center of 
piers and the thickness shall be at least ei~ht inches more 
than the required thickness of a wall in the same situa­
tion as required by the tables in SecHons 51 a:p.d 52 above. 

Where skeleton cons,truction is used in buildings hav­
ing floors anq other interior construction wholly or in 
part of wood, there shall be constructed at the top of 
each story It reinforced concrete lintel or girder which 
shall e:x:tend completely around the outside of the build­
ing or as far as the skeleton construction is. used. Such 
concrete lintels or girders s'hall be at least 12" x 24" in 
cross~section and shall be reinfor:ced with at least 0.75% 
steel. 

<Ronow terra cotta or concrete tile shall not be used 
in the consitruction of piers unless the same is filled with 



cew.ent concrete prior to the time of laying such tile . 

. Piers of masonry,. the height of which exceeds six 
times'their least lateral dimensions, shall not be stressed 
higher than the value given by the following formula: 

( H) 
S = C (1.25 -- ) 

( 20n ) 

Where S equals the allowable stress, C equals the 
I08ds allowed on mas'onry iri Section 54, H equals the 
height in feet and D equals the least lateral dimension in 
feet; 
,.' 

Section 54. Allowable compressive stresses in mas­
onry construction in pounds per square inch shall not ex­
ceed those given in the following table: 

With 
lime 

mortar 

Common 'ki1n~run brick .................. 110 
Common select brick ........................ 140 
Pressed brick' .................................... 17,0 
Paving brick ...................................... 180 
Concrete mass, 1:3:6 mix ................... . 
Concrete mass, 1:2:4 mix .................. .. 

With 
With lime Port-
cement land 
mortar cement 

140 
170 
210 
250 

mortal: 
170 
2'10 
250 
350 
300 
400 

Section 55. The general assumptions made in con­
nection with the design for calculation for reinforcet1 
C'oncrete are: 

That steel shall be assilmed to take all of the tensile 
stresses. 

Calculations shall be based on working stresses and 
s·afe loads. 

A plane section before bending remains plane after 
bending. 

The modulus of elasticity of concrete in compressicn 
witlhin the usual limits is constant, and therefore the dis­
tdbution of compressive stresses in beams is rectilinear. 

Perfect adhesion is assumed between concrete and 
reinforcement. Under compressive str,esses the concreto 
and s!teel are considered as stresses in proportion to their 
moduli of elasticty. 



The ratio of modulus of elasticity of steel to modulus 
of elasticity o·f concrete is taken as fifteen, except in caJ 
culations for deflections where t~1e tension in .the concrete 
is neglected, in which case a"ratio of eight may be use, 

Intitial stresses in the reinforcement due to expan­
sion or contraction are neglected. 

Section 56. The stresses permitted in reinforced 
concrete, of a 1:2:4 mixture, shall not exceed ·those given 
in the f'Ollowing table, in pounds per square inch: 

Steel in tension ............................................................... . 
Concrete in bending compression ................................ . 
Concrete in bending compression adjacent to the 

supports of continuous beams ........................... . 
Ooncrete in direct compression ................................... . 
Concrete in punching shear ....................................... .. 
Concrete in diagonal shear ....................................... . 
Adhesion between concrete and drawn steel wire 
Adhes·ion between concrete and steel p}ain bars 
Adhesion between steel and concrete mechanical 

bond bars .................. __ ............................................ . 

16,000 
650 

750 
450 
120 

40 
40 
80 

100 

For a 1:3:5 mixture (for walls and fioo·tings only) 
the above s,tresses shall be reduced twenty-five per cent. 

If a mixture ri0her than 1:2:4 is used, the allowablp 
unit stresses given in this title may be increased as fol­
lows: 

For a 1:1%:3 mix 
For a 1:1: 2 mix 

10 per cent 
20 per cent 

Section 57. ISlabs, beams and girders shall he calcu­
lated as simply supported unless designed so as to be 
continuous ove·r their supports. If designed to be con­
tinuous, reinforcement s:hall be fully provided at all points 
of negative moment. 

Slabs, beams and girders continuous over approxi­
mately equal spans shall be proportioned for the fol­
lowirig bending moments: 

For uniform loads where there are three 
or more consecutive spans: WL/12 in the 
center of the span and ov·er supports for 
intermediate spans; WL/I0 near tJhe center 



.of s·pan and Dve,r adjDining suppDrts fOF end 
spans. 

FDr uniform loads where there are .only 
tWD cDnsecutive spans: WL/IO near the mid­
dle .of the spans and WL/8 over the central 
support. Where W equals tDtal IDad, includ­
ing the weight .of the slab, beam Dr girder, 
L equals length .of span. 

The amDunt of reinfDrcement in the tDP .of cDntinu­
DUS slabs, beams Dr girders .over suppDrts and at all D,tiher 
points shall be sufficient to fully resist the calculated 
bending mDments. . 

SectiDn 58. Vertical rDds in cDlumns may be spliced 
by having the ends milled or. cut truly square and prDvided 
with pipe sleeves, .otherwise they shall be lapped at the 
flD·Dr levels suffiCiently tD develDp the stresses in the rods 
by the allDtted values fDr bond. 

All reinfDrcement rDds in beams shall extend far 
enDug'h beyond the pDint where they are needed to de­
velDp their full required strength with .out exceedng the 
a.IlDwahle bDrid stresses. 

RDds in the same layer s,halI be spaced at lea;;t .one 
and .one-half diameters center tD center, with a minimum 
clearance .of one inch. If parallel rDds are placed in more 
than .one layer there shall be at least .one inch clearance 
between layers. This paragraph applies tD bDth pDsitive 
and negative reinfDrcement. (See SectiDn 26Wd, UnifDrm 
Building CDde.) 

Incombustible material shall be used tD hold the re­
infDrcement up frDm the fDrms. HDrizDntal reinfDrcement 
.of beams and girde,rs shall be wired Dr otherwise secured 
in position tD prevent displacement caused by the placing 
.of cDncrete Dr tamping. The vertical reinJ'Drcement .of 
cOlumns and walls shall be similarly secured. 

Columns with lDngitudinal rods but no spiral rein­
forcing shall have at least one square inch .of such long­
itudinal steel. 

The,re shall be at least fDur rDds and nD rDd having 
a diameter .of less than .one-half inch shall be used. 

'fhe amDunt .of IDngitudinal steel shall be at least 
.one per cent .of the effective area of cDlumn, nDr more 
than fDur per cent. 



The rods must be tied together to resist outward 
flexure at intervals not exceeding twelve inches. 

Section 59. (a) The dead load is the actual weight 
of the walls, floor, roof, partItions, fra;ning and all per­
manen t construction. 

(b) The live load is composed of ill imposed, fixed 
or transient loads due to the occupancy of the buildings 
other than the dead loads. 

Tille following live loads shall. be used in determining 
the strength of construction ofal! buildings. These loads 
are to be taken as the minimum uniformly distributed 
live loads in pounds pel' square foot oJ roof Q,r floor area. 
In cases, however, where heavy machinery, presses, travel­
ing cranes or other vi,brating loads are imposed, the 
actual load, together with a suitable allowance fo,r impacts 
or v~bration, s:hall be used and the regular live lo::tds used 
for the space not connected with the machinery.' 

Ground and 
Lower floors 

Public Buildings _______________________________ . ________ .. 80 
Detention buildings, cells or wards and 

offices ____________________________________________________ 50 
Chapels, assembly or court rooms, 
staiI'wa ys and cb,rridors ____________________ 80 

School buildings, class rooms __________ ._________ 50 
Cor.ridors, halls,. ,stairways, labora-f 
tories and assembly rooms ________________ 100 

Theatres and assembly halls, auditor-
iums with fixed seats ________ ._______________ 50 
Lobbies, corridors" stairways, audi-
toriums with mova'Rle seats _______ . ____ 100 
A 'haU used for dancing or skating 100 

Hospitals " 
Wards,offices anc;Lpatients' rooms 50 
Chapel, clinical or assembly rooms, 
stairways',and couidors ____________________ 80 

Hotels 
In private rooms and apartments ____ 80 
Stairways, o ffiro,es , lobbies, dining 
rooms and cafes;'\-~! ______________ . ____________ . __ . 100 

Office buildings' r", 
Of.fices proper ________ , ________ ---- ___________ , ____ 125 
Stairways, _______________ , .. , ___ ,----------------------- 100 

Store buildings ,. 
For light merchandise ________________________ 125 

Lower 
Floors 

80. 

50 

'80 
50 

100 

50 

100 
100 

5.0 

40 

40 

100 

60 
100 

100 



For heavy merchandise at least ........ ZOO 
Balconies for light loading ................ 75 
Stairways .............................................. 100 

Warehouses, Factories and W'ork Shops 
Floors to be designed for the loads 
to be carried, but not less than ........ 125 

Gar,ages ........................................................... 125 
Apartment houses, club houses and tene-

ment houses .......................................... 80 
Sta;rways, offices, etc ......................... 100 

Dwellings ...................................................... 40 
Roofs of all buildings witlh less than 1,4 

pitch .................................... ................ 40 
With more than 1,4 pitch.................... 30 
Marquee, canopy or skylight ........ 20 

Attic floors when not used f8r storage 40 
Sidewalks .................................................... 250 

200 
75 

100 

100 
80 

80 
100 

40 

The live load considered as coming upon any truss, 
girder or beam supporting a floor area in excess of one 
hundred and fifty square feet may be reduced not more 
than fifteen per cent in calculating the strength of same. 

The live loads broug:ht to c8lumns, piers or walls 
by floor slabs, beams or live loads brought by girders, 
may be reduced as follows: 

For the top most floor, 5 per cent. 
F,or each succeeding floor below, an additional 5 per 
cent reduction maybe made until the reduction' 
!reaches a limit of 50 per cent, except for warehouses 
where the limit shall be 20 per cent. 

In all buildings the weight of the partitions shall be 
included in the dead load and slhall be considered as 
uniformly distributed unless the fireproof partitions ex­
ceed five inches in finished thickness and run lengthwise 
over slabs, joists and beams, in which case the full par­
tition load shall be used in the designing of such slab, 
joist or beam. 

Section 60. Reinforced concrete panel walls shall be 
at least six inches in thickness. They s'hall have at leas,t 
one-quarter of one per cent of reinforcement steel in ,each 
direction, vertically and horizontally. The rods shall not 
be spaced over twelve inches apart on centers, shall have 
sufficient lap at splices to develop their strength in bond, 
and shall be wired together at intersections. The heig!ht 



of a panel shall not exceed eighteen feet, or the length 
twenty feet. 

Section 61. Eivery building hereafte,r constructed 
within the inner fire district s'hall have at l\last one fire 
wall which complies with the foregoing sections for each 
100 feet of the front dimension of such buildir;g. V, lIeces· 
sary there may be an openng through such fIre waH, not 
not exceed eight by ten feet for each story. Such openings 
shall be equipped with automatic closing dOD,rs comply .. 
ing with Section 6,5 hereof. ' 

Section 62. .openings for store fronts, doors and 
windows in all buildings within the inner fire district 
shall have good and sufficient arches of stone or bricks, 
or other equivalent material, well keyed and with good 
and sufficient abutments, or such openings shall h~ve 
lintels of reinforced concrete, iron or steel, of sufficient 
strength to carry the load thereon, and which shall have 
ample bearings at each end. 

Section 63. In all brick, stone, tile or concrete buildc 
ings, beams and joists shall be tied to the walls so as to 
f:orm a continuous tie across the building every eight feet. 
Sudh ties shall be fastened to or neal' the bottom of the 
joist or beam in suChtlf way that when a fire burns off 
the timber outside ,of tlle.,,i,yaIJs the joist or beam may drop 
down and swing by the anchor, obviating the danger of 
pulling the wall over b;y its weight supported in a hori· 
zontal direction. The ends of all floor, ceiling or roof 
beams entering a part of a wall from opposite sides shall 
be separated by at least four inches of solid masonry; 
such separation maybe obtained by corbelling the walloI' 
staggering the beams, or the beams may be supported by 
steel wall hangers, but no walls shall be corbelled more 
t'han two inches for this purpose. The ends of all wooden 
beams which enter walls s:hall be cut to a bevel to make 
them self-releasing. 

Section 64. No timber shall be used in any brick, 
til'e, concrete block or stone wall, except brace blocks not 
more than 12 inches in length. 

Section 66. Fire re'sistive doors used for openings in 
stairway enclosures,smokeproof towers, corridors, pass­
agew3Ys, moving picture booths, etc., shall be constructed 
as specified for one of the following types: (1) Sheet 
metal doors constructed of two sheets of metal of at least 
26 gauge fastened to a stl"uctural steel frame in such a 
manner as to leave a one inch space in the panels, which 



space shall be filled with asbestos; (2) metal-clad door:;; 
which shall be wood panel doors with frame at least one 
and thl"ee-quarters inc'h in thickness and with wood pan­
els of at least three-quarters inch in thickness, t:he whole 
door covered with at least 26 gauge metal. 'rhe panels of 
such doors shall fit into frames at least three-quarters of 
an inch and all jonts of metal sh2ll be lapped and nailed 
tightly to the wood fy.ame. Metal shall in all cases be fast­
ened to the wood or metal frames by nailing, bolting or 
riveting Dnd nosoleer shall be used on any door except for 
fil!\ng of ioints. Glass pmelsof one-quarter inch wire 
glui's shall be permitted in any of the a'bove doors except 
when suph doors are used on openings in fire division 
walls 2na for motion picture booths. (Sect~Dn 4302, Uni­
form Building Code.) 

Section 66. Everv fire wall which divides two ad-
58eent buildings, or different pm'ts of t'he same building, 
shall extend at least two feet above the roof. Walls above 
the roof level may be redue'ed to six inc!hes in thickness. 

GENERAL 

Sec,tion 67. The Fire Chief shall have authorit.y to 
a'or'oint a Fire M'arshal subiect to the approval of the 
Mayorcmd Council of t!he ,City of GorvaHis. 

Se~tion 68, In order to determine the suitability of 
alternate materials. and construction and to provide for 
interpretation of the provisions of this ordinance tihere 
shal! be, and hereby is, created a Board of Examiners 
and Appeals, consisting of five members who shall be 
qualif]ed by experience and training to pass on all matters 
pertaining' to building construction and the interpreta­
tion of the provisions of this ordinance. Said Board shall 
consist of a practicing architect, a competent builder, an 
attorney at law, and a structural engineer, eaclh of whom 
B!hall have had at least five years experience in his pro­
fession. and one additional member, all residents of Cor­
vallis. The City Engineer shall be an ex-officio member 
of said Board' and shall act as Secretary to said Board. 
The members of s'aid Board shall be an pointed by the 
Mayor of the City of Corvallis and shall hold office at 
his pleasure. 

Said Bo'ard shall adopt reasonable rules and regula­
tions for procedure and shall render all decisions and 
findings in writing, with one copy tlhereof filed with the 
City Engineer and one copy thereof delivered to the 
appellant. 



Said B6ard may recommend to the City Council any 
amendments to this ordinance or new legislation deemed 
advisable. 

Decisions of said Board shall be governed by majority 
vote ther·eof and the said Board in making decisions 
shall be guided so far as practicable by the provisons of 
t'he Uniform Building Code, 1937, edition, as prepared 
by the Pacific Coast Building Officials Conference. 

Section 69. It shall be the duty of the Engineer 
to inspect the construction of and repair of all buildings. 
Concealed work, such as piping, fire stopping, etc., shall 
be inspected and approved by the Engineer before the 
same is concealed or plastered over. When suc'h concealed 
work has been inspected and found in compliance with 
this ordinance he shall give his approval of such. 1110 
builder shall give the Engineer at least twenty-four hours 
notice when such inspection will be required. 

Section 70. Any person violatfng any of the pro­
visions of jfuis ordinance shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, 
and upon conviction thereof shall be punished by a fine 
of not more than $200.00, or by imprisonment of not 
more than thirty days in the City Jail, or both such fine 
and imprisonment in the discretion of the Municipal Judge 
of Co.rvallis. 

Sention 71. That Ordinances numbered 1099, 1116, 
] 162, 1186 and 1210 of said City of Corvallis be, and 
they hereby are, repealed. 

PASSED by the Council of the City of Corvallis, 
Oregon, June 2'0, 19,38. 

APPROV,ED by the Mayor, June 21, 1938. 

H. W. HAND, Mayor. 
Attest: 
RIALPH P. SCHINDLER, Municipal Judge. 



INDEX OF 

ZONING REGULATIONS 

(Ordinance No. 12'15, as amended by Ordinances 12'19, 
1232, 1255 and 1271.) 

Sections 
Amendments ......................................................... : .................. 15 
Area to be Occupied ........................................................ 2, il 
Boundaries of Zones ............ : ................................................... 1 
Change of Zone ...................................................................... 15 
Completion of Buildings ........................................................ 14 
Definitions .............................................................................. 12 
Districts ............................................................ 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 
Existing Buildings ................................................................ 13 
Minimum Requirements ...................................................... 16 
Non-Conforming Uses .......................................................... 13 
Nuisances .................................................................................. 7 
Parkings .................................................................................. 10 
Penalty Clause ........................................................................ 19 
Restrictions .............................................................. 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 
Set Back Lines ................................................................ 2, 3, 11 
Side Yard Clearances ........................ ................................ 2, 3 
Signatures ................................................................................ 8 
Signs ................................................................................... 4, 9 
Zones .................................................................. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 
Zone Changes ........................................................................ 15 



ZONING REGULATIONS 

(Ordinance No. 1215, as amended by Ordinances 12'19, 
1232, 1255 and 1271) 

AN ORDINANOE dividing the City of Corvallis, Ore­
gon, into districts; prescribing the uses to which property 
in suc'h districts may he put or used; regulating, restrict­
ing and pro,hibiting the location of industries, trades, 
apartment houses, two-family houses, single family; 
houses; regulating and restricting the area and dimen­
sions of lots and yards, the erection, alteration and main­
tenance of buildings, and the height and alignment there­
of; providing for the esta'blishment of building set-back 
lines; providing penalties for violation thereof, and re­
pealing all ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict 
therewitih, and declaring an emergency. 

WIHEREAS, the preservation and' the promotion of 
the health, safety, morals and general welfare of the 
people of the city of Corvallis, Oregon, requires the divi­
sion of the City into districts, within some of which it 
s!hall be lawful, and within others unlawful, to erect, 
construct, reconstruct, alter or repair certain buildings, or 
maintain certain uses of property, or to carryon certain 
trades or callings, and that regulations, restrictions and 
prohibitions be established governing the use and 
occupation of properties in the city of Corvallis. 

NOW, THEREFORE, TillE CITY OF CORVALLIS DOES 
ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS: 

Section 1. ,For the purposes hereinafter set forth 
and for regulating, classifying and restricting t'he loca­
tion of buildings, trades and industries, and the location 
of buildings designed,erected or altered for specified 
uses, and for the purpose of regulating and controlling 
uses of properties in the City of Corvallis, Oregon, said 
City of Corvallis is hereby divided into designated districts 
as follows, to-wit: 

Glass 1. Residential District No.1, described as 
follows, to-wit: All property within the City limits of 
Corvallis, Oregon, ex~epting the portions hereinafter 
described as Residential District No.2, Local Business 
District, Central Business District, and Industrial District, 
and also excepting the lands within the bound'1ries of the 
Gampus of the Oregon State Agricultural College. 



Class 2. Residential District No.2, described as 
follows, to-wit: Beginning at the intersection of the 
north line of Wasihington Street with the west line of the 
alley between Fourth Street and Finh Street to a point 
thence westerly on the north line of Washington Street 
to the west line of the alley between Fourth Street and 
Fifth Street; thence northerly on 1J11e west line of the 
alley between Fourth Street and Fifth Street to a point 
100 feet southerly from the south line of J·effers·on Street 
(measured at right angles to sout,h line of Jefferson 
Street); thence westerly parallel with the south line of 
Jefferson Street to a point 100 feet easterly fr·om the 
east line of Eleventh Street ( measured at right angles to 
the east line of Eleventh Street); thence southerly parellel 
with the east line of Eleventh Street to jjhe south line of 
Wash;ngton Street; thence westerly on the s·outh line o.f 
Washington Street to the east line of Eleventh Street; 
thence southerly on the east line' of Eleventh Street to a 
point 100 feet north of the north line of the Southerrl' 
Pacific Company (Yaquina Branch) right-of-way; thence 
we~terly parallel with the nortb line of said right-of-way 
and 100 feet distant therefrom to the east line of Fif­
teenth Street; thence southerly on the eas't line of Fif­
teent,h Street to the north line of said right-of-way; thence 
westerly on t!he north line of said right-of-way to thr 
east line of Sixteenth Street; thence northerly on the east 
line of Sixteenth Street and the west line of N. B. & P. 
Avery's Addition to a point 100 feet south of the south 
line of .Jefferson Street (meas,ured at right angles to 
the south line of Jefferson Street); thence easterly paml­
leI with the sout,h line of Jefferson Street to the west 
l;nc of Fourteenth Street; thence northerly on Hle west 
J;ne of Fourteenth Street to the north line of Jefferson 
Street; thence easterlv on the north line of J effe.rson 
8treet :md the south line of the Campus of t'1e Oreg-oTl 
St8te College to the west line of Oounty Addition to Cor­
vallis, Oregon; thence northerly on the east line of the 
Oregon State ,college Campus and the west line of said 
County Addition to the north line of Monroe Street; 
thence westerly on the north line of Monroe Street to the 
west line of Foul'teent!h Street; thence northerly on the 
west line of Fourteenth Street 100 feet; thence westerly 
parallel with and 100 feet distant from the north line of 
Monroe Street to the east line of 'fwenty-first Street; 
thence sout!herly on the east line of Twenty-first Street 
and the extension t'hereof to the south line of Monroe 
Street; thence easterly on the south line of Monroe 
Street to the west line of the land of the Oregon State 



.college; thence southerly and westerly following the dif­
ferent courses or boundary lines of the land of the Ore­
gon State College to the intersection of the north line 
of the land of the said O'regon State College with t!1:Je 
west line of Twenty-seventh S<treet; thence northerly 
on t-he west line of Twenty-seventh Street and the ex­
tens'ion -thereof to its intersection with the e::tst line of 
Arnold W-ay; thence no-rVhwesterly on the east line of 
Arnold Way to the east line of Twenty-ninth Street; 
thence northerly on the east line of Twenty-ninth Street 
to a point 100 feet north of the north line of Harrison 
Street (north line of Ohas. L. Johnson D. L. C. No. 5.2); 
Vhenceeasterly parallel with and 190 feet distant from 
the north line of HarrisJn Street to a point 100 feet 
west of the west line of Twenty-seventh Street; thencf 
northerly parallel to the west line of said Twenty-seventh 
Street and 100 feet distant to the south line of Fillmore 
8-treet; bhence easterly on t:he south line of Fillmore 
Street to t~he west l'ne of the alley between Kings Road 
and Twenty-first Street; thence southerly on the west 
line of said alley between Kings Road and Twenty-first 
Street to the sout<h line of Harrison Street; thence easter­
lyon the south line of Harrison Street to the east line 
of Kings Road; thence southerly on the east line of Kings 
Road to a point 100 feet northerly from the north line 
of Van Buren Street (measured at right angles to the 
north line of Van Buren Street); thence easterly parallel 
with the north line of Van Buren Street to the east 
line of the alley between Eleventh and Twelfth Streets; 
thence southerly' on the east line of said alley to a point 
50 feet s.outherly from the south line of Van Buren 
Street (measured at right angles to the south line of 
Van Buren Street); thence easterly parallel with the 
sout:h line of V-an Buren Street to the west line of 
Ele,venth Street; thence northerly on the wes1t line of 
Eleventh Street to a point 100 feet north of the north 
line of Van Buren Street (measured at right angles to 
the nfl 1·th line of Van Buren Street); thence easterly 
parallel wit-h the north line of Van Buren Street to the 
west line ,of Vhe alley between Third and Fourth Streets; 
thence southerly on the west line of the alley between 
Third and Fourth Streets to the south line 
of Van Buren Street; thence we s t e l' lyon 
the s-outh line of Van Buren Street to the west line of the 
alley between Fourth and Fifth SJreets; thence southerly 
on the west line of the alley between Fourth and Fifth 
Streets to Vhe south line of Jackson Street; thence west-



erly on the south line of ,Jackson Street to the west 
rne of Fifth Street; thence southerly on the west line 
of Fifth Street to the south line of Monroe Street; 
thence westerly on the south line of Monroe Street to 
the east line of Sixth Street; thence southerly on the 
east line of Sixth Street to the north line of Ma,dison 
Street; thence easterly on the north line of Madison 
Street to the west line of the alley between Fifth Street 
and Sixth S,treet; thence southerly on the west line of 
1Jhe alley between Fifth Street and Sixth Street to a 
point 100 feet southerly of the south line of Madison 
Street (measured at right angles to the south line of 
Madison Street); thenc!:) easterly parallel with the south 
line of Madison Street to the east line of Fourth Street; 
thence southerly on the east line of Fourth Street to 
the north line of J eUerson Street; thence easterly on the 
north line of Jefferson ,Street to the west line of the alley 
between Third and FourV1 Streets; thence southerly on 
the west line of the alley between Third and Fourt'h 
Streets to the north line of Washington Street, the place 
of beginning. EXOgFTT'NG therefrom: Beginning at the 
intersection of the north line of Monroe Street with the 
east line of Twenty-sixt'h Street and run thence norti'J­
erly to a point 100 feet northerly from the north line 
of Monroe Street (measured at right angles to the nGrth 
line of Monroe Street); thence easterly parallel with the' 
north line of Monrce Street to the alley between Twenty­
fifth and Twenty-,sixth Streets; thence southerly on the 
west line of said alley to the nor,th line of Monroe 
Street; thence westerly on the north line of Monroe 
Street to beginning. 

Class 3. Local Business District, described as fol­
lows, to-wit: Beginning at the intersection of the south 
line of Jefferson Street with the west line of Fourteenth 
Street and run thence southerly on the west line of 
Fourteenth Street 10<0 feet, measured at rig'ht angles 
to the south line of Jefferson Street; thence westerly 
parallel with the south line of Jefferson Street to the 
west line of N,B. & P. Avery's Addition to Corvallis, 
OregoY,l; thence northerly on the west line of said N. 
B. & .P. Avery~s, Addition to the south line of Jefferson 
Street; thence ea&tedy on the south line of Jefferson 
Street to beginning,. 

Beginning at· a point on the west line of Eleventh 
Street 100 feet north of the north line of Van Buren 
Street, measured at right angles to the north line of 
Van Buren Street, and run thence sou1Jherly on the 
west line of .said Eleventh Street to a point 50 feet 



so.u17herly from the south line of said Van Buren Street, 
measured at riglft, angles to the south line of Van 
Buren Street; thence westerly parallel with the south 
line of Van Buren Street to the east line of tlhe alley 
between Eleventh and Twelfth Streets'; thence northerly 
on t'he east line of the alley between Eleventh ann 
'l'welfth Streets to a point 100 feet north of the north 
line of Van Buren Street, measured at right angles to 
tJhe north line of Van Buren Street; thence easterly to 
beginning, 

Beginning at the intersection of th,e north line of 
M.onroe Street with t,he westline of Fourtecn17h Street, 
and. run thence westerly on the north line o·f Monro~ 
Street to the east line of Twentv-first Street: thence 
northerly on the east line of said Tw,entv-first Street to 
a point 100 feet north of the north line of Monroe Street, 
measured at right angles to the north line of Mo.nroe 
Street; thence easterly parallel with the north line of 
Monroe Street to the west line of Fourteenth Stree,t; 
thence southerly on the west line of Four,teenth Stre2t 
100 feet to beginning. 

Beginning at tlhe intersection of the. nQI"~'h line of 
Monroe Street with the east line of Twenty-six;th Stree,t, 
and run thence northerly on the cast line of said Twenty­
sixth Street to a point 100 feet north of the north line 
of Monroe street, me~Eured at right angles to 17he north 
line of Monroe Street:; tflence easterly parallel with the 
nor,th line of Monroe Street to the west line of the 
alley between Twenty~fifth Street and Twenty-shth 
Street; thence southerly on the west line of ,the alley 
between Twenty-fiHh'a,nd TwentY,-sixth Streets to the 
north line of Monroe,.~~treet; tfhence westerly along the 
npr,th line of Monroe Stl1~et to beginning. 

Class 4. Central Busiriess District, described as fol­
lows, to-wit: Beginning-'c'it the intersedion of the west 
line of Second Street: w~th bhe south line of Adams 
Street, and run thence, westerly on the south line of 
Adams Street to the east line of the alley between Se~­
ond Street and Thfrd ~)~treet; t''1ence southerly on the 
east line o.f the alleybe'tween Second and Third Streets 
to a point 100 feet s6Wtherly of the south line of Wash­
ington Street, measured at right angles to the south line 
of Washington Street ; thence westerly parallel with the 
south line of Washington Street to the east line of Third 
Street; thence northerly on the east line of Third Street to 
the north line of Washington Street; b'1ence westprly on the 
north line of Washinwton Street to the east line of the 



21Iey heween 'Third and Fourth Streets; thence north,. 
erly on the east line of the alley between Third and 
Fourth 8treets to the north line of Jefferson Street: 
thence westerly on the north line of Jefferson Street to 
the east line of Fourth Street; thence northerly on the 
east line of I<'ourtih Street to a point 100 feet southerly 
of tlhe south line of Madison Street, measured at right 
angles to the south line of Madis,on S'treet; thence west­
erly parallel with the south line of Madison Street to 
the west side of the alley between Fifth Street and Sixth 
Street; t~"ence norther;y along the west side of t,he alley 
between Fifth Street 'and Sixth Street to the north line 
of Madison Street; thence westerly on the north line of 
Madison Street to the eaS't line of Sixth Street: 
the'nee northerly on the east line of Sixth Street to bhe 
south line of Monroe Street: thence easterlv on r~1e south 
line of Monroe Street to the east lIne of Fifth Street; 
thence northerly on the east line of Fifbh Street to the 
south line of Jacks,on Street; therice easterly on the 
south line of Jackson Street to the east line of the alley 
between Fourth Street and Fifth Street. if same were 
extended southerly from Block 3, County Addition to Cor­
vallis, Oregon; thence norbherlv on the east line of the 
alley between Fourth and Fifth Streets to the south line 
of Van Buren Street; thence easterly on the south line of 
Van Buren Street to the east line of the allev betwe'3H 
Third and Fourth Streets; thence northerly on the east 
line of the alley between Third and Fourth Streets' to 
a point 100 feet north of the north line of Van Buren 
Street, measured at right angles to the north line of 
Van Buren Street; thence easterly parallel with the north 
north line ",of Van Buren Street to the east line of the 
alley" bet)veen Second Street and First Street; thence 
nort~,herli')~l'6ng;',the 'e.a"t line of the alley between Sec­
ond and Fi,J:str Stre#s, to a point 100 feet south of the 
south line pf HF,lrr'ison Street,: measured at right angks 
to the south lire' Of Harris()ll Street; thence easterly 
para'llel with the south line of lIarrison Street to the 
west bank oi, the W)llamette River; thence' southe~ly fol­
loWing the, west bank meander of the Willamette River 
to a point .150 feet south of the south line of Jefferson 
Street; thence we,ster1y, parallel V\'iththe south line of 
Jefferson Street ,to the west ,line' of the alley between 
F'irst Street and Second Street; t:hence southerly on the 
west line Of the alley ,between 1<'irst Street and Socond 
Street to the south line' of Adams Street; thence west­
erly on the south line of Adams Street to beginning. 

Beginning at tihe intersection of the west line of 
T'hird Street with the soutn line 'of G Street, and run 



thence westerly on tile south line of C Street to the east 
Ene of Fourth Street; thence southerly on the east line 
of Fourth Street 100 feet, more or less, to the north 
line of land comprising the City Park and County Fair 
Grounds; thence easterly on the north line of said City 
P·ark and County Fair Grounds to the west line of Thid 
Street; thence northerly on the westline of Third Street 
to beginning. 

Class 5. Industrial District, described as follows, co­
wit: Beginning at the intersection of the west line oi 
Second Street with the south line of Adams Street, and 
run thence westerly on the SQuth line of Adams Street 
to t~;·e east line of the alley between Se~ond Street and 
Third Street; thence southerly on the east line of th(· 
alley between Second and Third Streets to the north 
line of C Street, if the same were extended easterly, 
thence westerly on the north line of C Street, if the 
s'ame were extended easterly, to the east line of Third 
Street; thence southerly following the east line of Third 
Street to the north hank of Marys River; thence east­
erly following t,he north bank of Marys River to its 
junction with the west bank of the Willamette River; 
from thence northerly following the west bank of the 
Willamette River to a point 150 feet south of the south 
line of Jefferson Street; thence westerly parallel with 
the soutlh line of Jefferson Street to the west line of 
the alley between First and Second Streets; thence 
southerly on the west line of the alley between First and 
Second Streets to the south line of Adams Street; thence 
westerly on the south line of Adams Street to beginning. 

Beginning at a point on the west bank of the Will­
llmette River 100 feet southerly of the south line of 
H.arrison Street, measured at right angles to the south 
line of said Harrison Street, and run thence westerly 
parallel with the SQuth line of Harrison Street to the 
west line of the alley between First Street and Second 
Street; thence northedy on the west line of the alley 
between Fir'3t Street and Se~ond Street. to tlhe north 
line Of Dixon's Z~nd Addition to Corvallis, Oregon; thence 
westerly on the north line of Dixon's 2nd Addition to 
the east line of Second Street; thence northerly following 
the east line of Second Street to the intersection of the 
east l'ne of Second Street with the west bank- of the 
Wil1ameUe River; thence southerly following the west 
bank .of the Willamette River to beginning. 

Beginning at the intersection of the south line oj' 
Washington Street with the west line of Sixth Street, 



and run thence westerly on the south line of Washing Lon 
Street to the west line of Ninth Street; thence north­
erly on the west line of Ninth Street to a point 150 feet 
south of the south line of Adams Street; thence west­
erly parallel with the south line of Adams Street to the 
east line of Tenth Street; thence southerly on t,he east 
line of Tenth S'treet to the south line of Washington 
Street; thence westerly on the south line of Washing­
ton Street to the east line of Eleventh Street; thence 
wutheriy on the east line of Eleventh Street to a point 
100 feet north of the north line of the Southern Pa­
cific Company CYaquina Branch) right-of-way; thence 
westerly parallel wit,h the ncrth line of said right-·of­
way and 10.0 feet distant therefrom to the east line of 
Fifteenth Street; thence southerly on the east line of 
Fifteenth Street to the scuth line of said right-of-way; 
thence westerly en the soub line of t,he said right-of­
way to the east line of Fifteenth Street; thence south­
erly on the east line of Fifteenth Street to the north 
line of A Street; thence easterly on the nortlh line of 
A Street to the southeast corner of Block 19, Avery 
['nd Wells Addition to Corvallis, Oregon, said point lle­
ing on the west line of the land of the Southern Pa­
cific Company; thence southerly on the west line of 
the land of the Southern Pacific Company 90 feet, more 
or less, to the south west corner of said land; thence 
eas,terly on t.he s·outh line of the aforesaid SO~Jthern 
Pacfie Company's land to the north line of We3tern 
Avenue; thence easterly on the north line of Western 
Avenue to the east line of Seventh Street; thence south­
erlyon the east line of Seventh Street and the west 
line of the land of the Southern Pacific Oompany 14'50 
feet, more or less, to the southwest cornel' of the land 
of the Southern Pacific Oompany; thence easterly on 
the south line of the land of Southern Pacific Company, 
and the extension of said south line, 260 feet, more 
01' less, to the south line of F. A. Helm's Addition to 
Oorvallis, Oregon, if said so,uth line were extended west­
erlv; bhence easterly on the south line gf said F. A. 
Helm's Addition to the southeast corner or Lot 11, Block 
4, said Helm's Addition; thence northerly on the east 
line of Lots 7, 8, 9, 10 and 11 of Block 4, said F. A. 
Helm's Addition, and the northerly extension of this 
line, to the south line of B Street; thence westerly on the 
south line of B Street to the west line of S.ixth Street; 
thence northerly on the west line of Sixth Street to 
the south line of Wiashington Sheet, the pIace of be­
ginnhlg. 



Beginning at a point on the east line of Nint:hStreet 
5120 feet north of the north line of Tyler Street, and run 
thence northerly on the east line of :.Ninth Street 280 
feet; thencfl S. 70 degrees E. 200 feet; thence south­
erly parallel with the east line of Ninth Street 280. feet; 
thence nort,h 70 degrees w.est 2:00 feet to beginI\in·g. 

Block 3, J o',b's Additio~ to Corvallis, Oregon. 

Section 2. (As amended by Ordinances Nos. 1219 
and 1232) Glass 1, Residential District No. 1. In class 
1, Residential District No.1, there may be erected, alt­
ered and maintained only single family and two family 
dwellings, with ,or without such aCC'essory buildings as 
are appropriate to sueri a dwelling, including private 
garages, pergolas, greenhouses and hothouses for pri­
vate use in connection with such single or two family 
dwellings. The raising of vegetables and produee shall 
be permitted within said distrct, provided that there 
shall be no farm house, stable, or liv83tock maintained 
in connection therewith or on properties within said 
district. The occupants ·of such dwellings may be en­
gaged t:'l'erein hi' such professions and occupations as 
~re ordinarily carried on ina· priv·ate home," including 
the home office .of a physician, surgeon, dentist, insur­
ance agent,. or realtor. . Other uses permitted in staid 
district are: Public, private, and parochial grade or high 
schools, churches; libraries, non-commercial museums, and 
pu~blic utility sub"stations, all of which must conform to 
c',M-lback Y·egulations. :herein established and must main­
tB 'n the ~haractet ror resrdential surroundings. The height 
of buildings in said;distf'ict shall be limit':,;l b two and 
one .. half stories. N o,·q·more than thirty pel' cent .of the 
area of an interior :ltit' 'in said district shall be covered 
by building' or buildifii'ts,' nor more thqn forty per cent 
of r!' corner loc. N b ,btl'tlding erected within said' district 
silal1 be located withi'n, fifteen feet of any adjacent 
~treet. No building eieciedwibhin said district shall be 
within ten feet .of the rear line of the pronertyon whiCh 
the same is located, and every such building shall he 
so placed as to have one side yard of at least five feet 
llndon the other side a yard of at 'least eight fe'et, 
me·asuring from the ~ides ·of suc,h building to the pron~ 
el'ty lines adjacent thereto; prOvided; however, that the 
restrictions in this su,bdivision shall not apply to s'truc­
tuX'es ere'cted on the rear half of the lot and not exceed­
irjg one story in height or four hundred sqU'lre feet in 
area and detached fro111' other buildings fiv'e "'eet 01: mOL'e" 
and provided further, that in the c·ase of private gar" 



~1ges the same may be attached to other adjacent build­
ings. 

Section 3. (As amended by Ordinances Nos. 1232 
8nd 12.5,[)) Class 2, Residential district No.2. In class 
2. Residentj.al District No.2, tJere 1;ll;).al! be per.mitted 
the erections, alteration's and maintenances provided in 
Class 1, Residenti a 1 District No.1, and, in addition there­
to, ?nlythe following: 

"The ,erection, alteration and 'maintenance of multiple 
dwellings, apartment houses, lodging or rooming houses, 
hotels without s,hops, clubs, fraternity houses, morbu­
aries and' funeral homes, hospitals and sanjtariums other 
than for the contagious or insane, schools, colleges and 
institutions other than for correctional purposes. Build­
ings within said district shall not exc,eed sixty feet in 
height and shall not occupy more than seventy per cent 
of the area of an interior lot, or eighty per cent of the 
a'rea of a corner lot. No building erected within s'aid 
district shall be within fifteen feet of anv adjacent street. 
No building erected within said district shall be within 
ten feet of the rear line of the property on which the 
samei!; located, and every such building shall be so 
placed ,as to hay'e a side yard of at least four feet on 
each side, measuring from the sides of such building to 
the prorerty Jines adjacent thereto, for buldings two 
stories or less in height, and such side yards shall be 
increased one foote.ach in width for each additional 
story in height on interior lots; provided, however, that 
the restrictions in this subdivision shall not apply to 
structures erected on the rear half of the lot and not 
exceeding one story in height or four hundred square 
feet in area and detached from other buildings five 
n~et or more, and provided further, that in the e·ase of 
private garages the same may' be attached to other 
adjacent buildings. 

Section 4. Class 3, Local Business District. In class 
3, Local Business District, there may be erected, alt­
ered and maintained all the uses permitted in Class 1, 
Residential District No.1, and Class 2, Residential Dis­
trict No.2, and in addition thereto only the following: 
Financial institutions, convention halls, offices, retail 
stores, community houses, public or private institutions, 
restaurants, filling stations without repair shops, and 
accessory uses customarily incident thereto. Advertising 
signs shall also be permitted within said district. 



S'ection 5. 'Class 4, Central Business D:strict. In 
Class 4, Central Business District, there shall be per­
mitted all of the uses permitted under Class 1, Resi­
dential District No.1, Class 2, Residential District No. 
2, and Class 3, Local Business District, and in addition 
thereto the following: Whol'esale offices <llnd sample 
rooms, pnblic buildings, armories or arsenals, garage3, 
blacksmith shops, theaters and amusement houses, at:.l­
letic parks, amusement parks, shops for custom manu­
facturing wherein goods are retailed on the pf'emises 
to the ultimate consumer, newspapers and printing 
est3!blishments. 

Section 6. ebss 5, Industrial District. In Class 5, 
Jndustrial District, there 1',h'111 be nermitted all of the 
uS'es permitted under Class 1. Residential District No.1, 
Glass 2, Residential District Nio. 2, Class 3, Local Busi­
ness District, and Class 4, Gentral Business District, and 
in addition thereto all types of w~101esaling and manu­
facturing, excepting those excluded by ordinance or con­
stituting a nuisance. 

Section 7. Within said Class 3, Local Business Dis­
trict, and Class 4, Central Business District, no building 
or pr'emises shall be used for, nor shall any building 
be erected which is arranged, maintained or' designed 
for, any kind of trade, industry or use which is noxious 
or -offensive by reason of the emission of odor, dust, 
smoke, gas or noise. 

Section 8 When this ordinance r'equires the signa­
ture of an owner ·of property, the person or persons who 
are purchasing prorerty under contmct may sign their 
name or names as the owner or owners of the property 
cov'ered by the contract of purchase and shall be con­
strued hereunder as the owner or owners of such prop­
erty; provided, that it shall be shown in connection with 
such signature or signatures that such person '01' per­
sons are purchasing such property under contract and, 
provided further, that the City Planning Commission and 
or C;t)7 Council may require submission of satisfactory 
proof of such contract of purchase. 

::lection 9. Signs on residences indicating pro!es­
,!jona! or business occupancies permitted in Clas,s 1, Resi~ 
rlenti o1 District No. 1. and Class 2, Residential District 
No.2, s:hall ,be attached flat against the building and 
,,hall not exceed six inches by eighteen inches in size. 
Signs on churches, schools and other public buildings 
permitted in said disb:ict shall be attached flat against 



the building' and shall not exceed six squ~tre feet il}s/ze. 
No person shall erect or maintain any sign in either ,of. 
~aid districts which does not conform to the foregoing 
limitations. 
)' 

Section 10. T,he owner or occupant of every prop­
erty in the City of Oorvallis shall maintain the City 
parking adjacent to such property in a manner and con­
dition conforming to the cha'racter of maintenance of 
the parking common to the street on which the same is 
located. 

S'ection 11. (As amended by Ordinance No. 1271) 
In cases where coristruction is proposed in Class 1, R,esi­
dential District No.1, and Class 2, Residential District 
No.2, and the hereinbefore established set-back lines in 
the opinion of the Council are improper for the partic­
ular location involved, the City Council may, upon petition 
of the owner, grant a permit for the location of the 
proposed building hack of a se't-back line located at a, 
distance from the street determined by the average dis­
tance of existing buildings in the block from the street 
on which the proposed building is to f,ace. 

Section 12. nE<FINITIONS. 

IWords used in the present tense include the future; 
the singular number includes the plural; and the plural 
the singular; the word Tot includes the word plot; the 
word building includes the wo'rd structure. 

Single Family Dwelling. A single family dwelling 
is a dwelling for one family alone, and having but one 
kitchen and within which not more than five persons are 
lodged for hire at one time. 

Two Family Dwelling. A two family dwelling is a 
dwelling for not over two families, and having two kit­
chens, and within whic:h not more than five persons arc 
lodged for hire at one time. 

Private Garage. A private garage is, ,a garag8 fot' 
not more than four automobiles, for storage only, and 
intended for private use, but in which space may be 
rented for storD¥e only of not more than two noncom·· 
mercial automobiles, by others than the occupants of 
the buildings to Whic,:h ,:,uch, garage is accessory. 

Non-conforming Building or Use. A non-conforming 



building or use is one that does not conform with the 
regulations of a given use district. 

Lot. A lot is a parcel of land in a single or joint 
ownership, occupied by not more than one building and 
the accessory buildings, or uses customarily incident to 
it, including such open spaces as are required by this 
ordinance. 

Corner Lot; A corner lot is a lot or portion of a lot 
not more than fifty feet wide at the junction of and 
fronting on two intersecting streets. The use of any 
portion of a lot more than fifty feet distant from that 
street with the greater frontage shall comply with all 
the provisions of this ordinance respecting interior lots. 

Interior Lot. An interior lot is a lot other than 
a corner lot. 

Depth of Lot. The depth of a lot is the mean dis­
tance from the sbreet Tine of t:1:te lot to its rear lines 
measured in the general direction of the side lines of 
the lot. 

Street Line. The street line is the dividing line 
between the street and the lot. 

Rear Yard. ,A rear yard is an open, unoccJpied 
space on the same lot with a buildng between the rear 
line of the building and the re'ar line of the lot unob" 
structed to the sky. 

Side Yard. A side yard is an open, unoccupied space 
on the same lot with a building, situated between the 
building and the side line .of the lot and extending througtl 
from the street to the rear yard, or where no rear yanl 
is required, to the rear line of the lot. 

Half Story. A half story is a story which is situat­
ed in a sloping roof, the floor area of \Yhich does not 
exceed two-thirds of the floor area of the story immed­
iately below it and which does not contain an independent 
apartment. 

Building Area. The building area is the maximum 
horizontal projected area of a building and its accessories. 

Parking. A parking is the space on a street between 
the estabTished sidewalk lines and the established curb 
lines. . 

Section 13. EXISTING BUILnINGS AND NON-
GONFOR'MING USEIS. When a property or an existin~' 



building at the time 01' the passage of this ordimmce 
has a use which is legal prior to the passage of this 
ordinance, such use may cOl)tinue even thoug'h same be 
not in conformity to the zoning regulations. If, however, 
the use of the building or premises is changed, i~ shall 
be changed to a use conforming to the ~.()mng regula­
tions, and after such change it will not be pcnr,issable 
to change back again to the original non-conforming use, 
A non-conforming use shall not be extended, but t.he ex­
tension of a use to any portion of a building which was 
arranged or designed for such non-conforming use at 
the time of the pasasge of this ordinance, shall not be 
deemed the extension of a non-confoTming use. 

A building arranged, designed, or devoted to a non­
conforming USE; at the time of the passage of this ordi­
nance may not be reconstructed or structurally altered 
to an exte.nt exteeding in aggregate cost during any ten 
years period fifty per cent of the value of the building, 
unless the use of such building be changed to a con­
forming use. A non-conforming advertising sign, if re­
moved from the premises, may not be replaced. No ex­
terior sign ,aggregating more than six square feet in 
area shall hereafter be erected to advertise a non-con­
forming use. 

A non-conforming use, if changed to a more re­
stricted non-.conforming use, 8:ha11 not thereafter be 
changed to a less restricted use. 

When a building having a non-conforming use is 
damaged by fire or other cause so that the total de­
terioration exceeds eighty per cent of the cost of re­
placing the building using new materials then such build­
ing shall not 'be rebuilt. unless such building in its con­
struction and uses conforms fully to the requirements 
of this ordinance and other o'rdinances of the City as 
applied to ne~ buildings and uses in the district in wh-ich 
it. is l_ocated. When a non-conforming use building is 
destroyed by fire, rebuilding shall commence within six 
months if the new building is to be used for the same 
use as before the fire. 

Section 14. 'OOM,Pl;ET'1\ON OF BUILDING. Nothing 
contained in this ordinance shall require any change in 
the plans, construction, alteration or designated use of 
a building for which a building permit has been issued 
before adoption hereof, and the construction of which 
shall have been actually begun and diligently prosecuted 
within six months of the date of issuance of said per-



mit, and the ground story framework of wh:::h, in~:uding 
the second tier of beams, shall have been completed 
within one year, and which enth'e building shall have 
been completed according to Sllch plan as filed within 
two years from the date of said permit. 

Section 15. AMENDMENTS. The Council may, 
from time to time, on its own motion or on petition, 
after public notice and hearing, amend the regulations 
and districts herein established. Every su~h proposed 
amendment shall be referred by the Council to the City 
Planning Commission for report. Any such amendment 
that ,has failed to receive the approval of the City Plan­
ning Commission shall not be passed, except by a two­
thirds vote of the Council. 

The Gouncil or the City Planning Commission may 
initiate proposed changes in zones, which changes may 
be made only after notice to the owners of the properties 
affected and after a public hearing. 

The property affected by such proposed change shall 
be deemed to be the area hounded by lines three hun­
dred feet from and parallel to the boundaries of the area 
to be changed, exclusive of streets and alleys. 

All changes, except those initiated by the Council 
or City Planning Commission sQall be made only on pe­
tition. The petition shall be signed by the owners of 
fifty per cent 0'1' mor),! of the area of the block in which 
the C:hanges are to be made, including at least fifty per 
cent of thc area to be changed. In case the area to be 
changed is greater t"him one block, at least fifty per 
cent of each block shall be represented on the petition. 

Whenever the owners of fifty per cent of the land 
in any. of the area s:hall present a petition, duly signed, 
to the Council, requesting an amendment of the regufa­
tions prescribed for such areas, it shall be the duty of 
the Council to vote upof)" s,uch amendment within ninety 
days of the filing of the same by the petitioners with 
the Municipal ,Judge. 

The petition Sh3U $ho';0 the signature.s of the var­
ious . property owners, their addresses, and descriutions 
of property owned sufficient for the identification 
thereof. 

The petitioners shll'lL also furnish a complete list 
of names and addresselKl of owners, together with a de· 



scription of all property in .the affected area. If there 
is property within the affected district in a less re­
stricted zone than that to which it is proposed to change 
the area as designated on the petition, this property 
need not be included. on the list furnished. 

A petition for a change of zone shall be referred to 
the City Planning Commission by the Municipal Judge. 
The City Planning Commission shall check said petition 
for sufficiency and shall make a report embodying its 
reeommendations. No petition shall be approved by 
the Council until the City Planning Commission has sub­
mitted a report relative to the same. 

T:he final report of the City Planning Commission 
shall be directed to the City Council and the City 
Co.unci! shall afford persons particularly interested, and 
the general public, an opportunity to be heard at a time 
and place specified in a notice of hearing published in 
the manner required by Section 56-,1704, Oregon Code, 
1930. 

If a protest against such amendment be presented, 
duly signed by the owners of twenty per cent of the 
land within such area pr·oposed to be altered, such 
amendment shall not be passed except by a two-thirds 
vote of the Council. 

Section 16. MINIMUM REQUIRE2\1ENTS, The 
provisions of this ordinance shall be held to be the 
minimum req'Jirements for the preservation of )Jublic 
safety, .health, convenience, comfort, pro'>uedty and gen­
eral welfare of the people of the City of Corvallis, 
Oregon. 

Section 17. VALIDITY or,' ORDIN A NeE. If any 
section, paragraph, subdivision, clause, sentence or pro­
vision of this ordinance shall be adjudged by any court of 
competent jurisdiction to be invalid, such adjudication 
8hall not affect, impair, invalidate or nullify the re­
mainder of this ordinance, but the effect thereof shall 
be confined to the section, paragraph, subdivision., 
clause, sentence or provision immediately involved in 
the controversy in which such judgment or decree shall 
be rendered. 

Section 18. ILLEGAL OOC:UPiANrCY. Any use of 
a premises or building which deviates from or violates 
any of the provisions of this ;)rdinance shall be termed 
an illegal occupancy and the penon or persons respon-



sible therefor shall be subject to the penalties herein 
provided. 

Section 19. PENALTY FOR VIOLA'l'TON. The 
owner or owners of any building or premises, or part 
thereof, where anything in violation of this ordinance 
shall be placed, or shall exist, or be maintained, and any 
architect, builder or contractor wh,) shall assist in the 
commission of any such violation, and all persons or 
corporations who shall violate or maintain any violation 
of any of the provisions of this 0rdinance, or who shall 
fail to comply therewith, or with any requirement thereof, 
or who shall build in violation of any detailed state­
ment of plan submitted and approved thereunder, shall 
for each and every violation or non-,compliance be guilty 
of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction thereof, shall 
be fined not more than $200.00, or by imprisonment in 
the City Jail not to exceed one hundred days, or by 
both such fine and imprisonment. Each day that a viola­
tion of this ordinance continues shall be considered a 
separate offense. 

Section 20. 

WHEREAS, building operations are being conducted 
in the City at this time and, due to the time of year, 
further building operations are contemplated, and it is 
probable if this ordinance it not put into immediate effect 
that applications will be made for the construction of 
buildings which' would be used for purposes which would 
be in violation of the provisions of this ordinance if 
the same were in effect; and 

WH'EIREIAS, it is the opinion of the Council that 
the construction of such buildings ant:!, such use thereof 
would be detrimental to the peace, health and safety 
of the City of Corvallis and the inhabitants of said 
City; and 

W'HE.R,EAS, the Council hereby finds that it is ex­
pedient and necessary that the provisions of this ordi­
nance s,hall go into effect forthwith for the immediate 
preservation of the peace, health and safety of the City 
of Corvallis, Oregon; 

T'HmR,EFORE, an emergency is hereby declared and 
this ordinance shall become immediately operative and 
effectiv·e from and after its approval by the Mayor. 



PASSED by the Council of the City of Corvallis, 
May 16, 1932, at 9 :00 o'clock P. M. 

APPROVED by the Mayor, May 18, 1932, at 10:00 
o'clock A. M. 

GEORGE C. PENSON, Mayor. 

Attest: 
A. A. HULL, Municipal Judge. 
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