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MEMORANDUM

April 30,2012
To: Administrative Services Committee
From: Mary Steckel, Interim Public Works Director
Karen Emery, Parks & Recreation Director]
Subject: Sustainability Initiative Fees Update
ISSUE:

The Administrative Services Committee requested an update on the results of the sustainability
initiatives fees one year after implementation.

BACKGROUND:

In December 2010, three Sustainability Initiative Fees for transit operations, sidewalk maintenance
and urban forestry maintenance were approved by City Council. The ordinances and associated fees,
added to the City Services Bill, went into effect February 1, 2011 to help fund the following City
services:

1. Transit Operations - Service is intended to reduce the use of single-occupancy vehicles
and the associated traffic, parking congestion, and greenhouse gas emissions, and provide
mobility to segments of the population who either can’t afford or choose not to own an
automobile. The dedicated funding source allows fareless transit service and
enhancements to routes or hours of operation.

2. Sidewalk Maintenance - Service maintains the system of sidewalks in good repair to
provide a viable transportation alternative to the automobile. This program replaces the
individual property owner’s responsibility to pay for sidewalk maintenance, allowing the
City to address concerns in a systematic, efficient and more cost-effective manner than
the previous system.

3. Urban Forestry - Service is an urban forest protection program that creates habitat for
birds, shade to cool people and structures, improved air quality, carbon storage. and
increased property values. This program is intended to aid implementation of the Urban
Forestry Management Plan (UFMP) by exploring solutions to street/sidewalk
infrastructure damage caused by trees, performing routine pruning to reduce the blockage
of street signs and obstructions to Viewing traffic at intersections, and an aggressive -
maintenance program for newly planted trees including structural pruning to prevent
future hazards.

~ DISCUSSION:
Since implementation, staff has diligently tracked these new services to ensure the associated fees are
providing citizens with value.

Transit Service
Community investment:
The Transit Operations Fee (TOF) amount varies by customer type. For the first year of the program,
single-family residential utility customers paid $2.75 per month, while multi-family residential utility
customers paid $1.90 per month. The amount for commercial and industrial customers is based on the
type of business, and as a result, is different for each one. This revenue stream eliminated the need for
a property tax allocation to the Transit Fund, replaced fare revenues and provided a small additional
amourit for service expansion. For the perlod February 1, 2011 through February 1, 2012, the City
collected $931,360 in revenue from this fee.




Program measurement:

The Corvallis Transit System (CTS) has seen a 37.87% growth in ridership over the last year. The
following chart provides ridership statistics, comparing the February 1% - January 31% period for the
year before (2010) and the year after (2011) implementation of TOF:

February 65,306 80,794 23.72%
March 63,665 91,060 43.03%
April 66,781 92,842 39.02%
May 59,090 89,078 50.75%
June : 53,782 78,421 45.81%
July 54,310. 80,650 48.50%
August 49,560 72,375 46.04%
September 58,342 80,518 38.01% .
October 79,562 104,343 31.15%
November 73,961 96,884 30.99%
December 58,193 79,456 36.54%
January 78,754 103,182 31.02%
Total 761,306 | 1,049,603 37.87%

Staff acknowledges that the significant level of growth is not only attributable to rides becoming
fareless, but also to the rising cost of fuel for individual vehicles and the desire for residents to choose
more sustainable options for commuting to work, school and other activities.

Program review:

Following the City Council adoption of TOF, there were concerns raised that CTS would experience
problems that other fareless systems had encountered such as poor on-time performance,
inappropriate behavior of customers aboard buses and at transit stops, and overcrowding on the buses
resulting in the need to refuse rides.

CTS has always operated with tight schedules and limited dwell times at the transit center between
runs to maximize the efficiency of the service. Increased ridership associated with the fareless service
has resulted in buses stopping more often to load and off-load passengers which does make it more
challenging to stay on schedule. However, some of the extra time needed to load and off-load more
passengers has been mitigated by the time saved with the elimination of fares, as passengers no longer
have to take time to put money into the farebox or to present ride coupons or bus passes to drivers.
With the increase in ridership, on-time performance has been most difficult to achieve during peak
hours, defined as Monday through Friday during morning and afternoon rush hours. It can also be
lmpacted by factors such as weather, trains blocking streets, bus breakdowns, and extended loading
time for bikes and wheelchairs.

Staff is pleased to report that, to date, there has not been an increase in behavioral issues on the
system. This is confirmed through regular communication with the drivers and dispatchers. CTS and
First Student (the contracted service provider) have worked together to ensure passenger compliance
with the Code of Conduct. Problems that have surfaced with specific individuals have been discussed
and dealt with expeditiously. -

It is clear that some routes are near capacity during peak hours. However, staff has heard of only two
instances of a potential passenger(s) being unable to board a bus due to overcrowding. Another
concern expressed was that some customers would ride the buses without a destination, taking up
needed capacity on the buses. However, this has not been a significant problem to date.
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The new fee has met the goal of reducing single-occupancy vehicles and providing a dedicated
funding source for transit operations that allows fareless transit service.

Sidewalk Maintenance
Community investment:
The Sidewalk Maintenance Fee (SMF) is a charge of $0.80 per month to all City Services Bill
customers. For the period February 1, 2011 through February 1, 2012 the City collected $147,700 in
revenue from the fee.

Program measurements:

Approximately 300 requests for sidewalk maintenance were received from the public since the start of
the SMF. An additional 410 properties were addressed as a part of last summer’s Sidewalk Safety
Program contract work in the Central Business District. This represents a nearly 30% increase in
repairs over the previous two-year average. The following chart provides repair statistics, comparing
the previous two-year average to the first year of the SMF:

Sidewalk replaced . 2,960 3,410 15.20%
Sidewalk grinded ' 150 570 ‘ 280.00%
Total Sidewalk Repairs 3,110 3,980 27.97%

Program review:

Prior to the implementation of the Sidewalk Maintenance Fee, staff, through the Sidewalk Safety
Program, enforced the requirement for property owners to repair the sidewalks along their property as
outlined in the Municipal Code. Many property owners were not aware of this requirement and some
chose to avoid the obligation for as long as possible. This created both a situation where sidewalks
were left in an unsafe condition and where a significant administrative process was required to notify
property owners of their responsibility and to follow up multiple times to get compliance.

Since the SMF, when a citizen alerts the City about a sidewalk issue, City crews can respond within a
few days to complete repairs or mitigate hazards, providing a much quicker response. One of the
more significant improvements that has resulted from the program changes made possible by the SMF
is the ability to provide a quicker response to eliminate trip hazards. Typically trip hazards that are
about one-inch high are repaired with a grinding technique within two to three weeks of a citizen’s
request. This compares with the several-month timeframe in the previous program, after the complex
citizen notification process that was employed.

Staff anticipated there could be a dramatic increase in requests by citizens to respond to sidewalk
repairs that had not been addressed by property owners in past years. While the initial few weeks of
the program resulted in increased requests, the number stabilized to a level where staff was able to use
the majority of funding collected to inspect and repair issues in the annual program district, the
downtown core.

The new fee met the goal of allowing the City to address sidewalk concerns in an efficient and more
cost-effective manner than previously.

Urban Forestry
Community Investment:
The Urban Forestry Management Fee (UFMF) collects $0.50 per month from City Services Bill
customers. For the period February 1, 2011 through February 1, 2012 the City collected $99,740 in
~ revenue for the program.



Program measurement:
' The Urban Forestry Program has seen a significant increase in the amount of residents it can serve
through this new fee. The table below depicts these increases:

# tree requests 20 166
# tree removals 75 121
# trees planted 17 _ 68

# trees pruned 387 692

Program overview:

Prior to the UFMF being implemented, Parks and Recreation Department had a modest budget of
$21,000 to remove a limited number of hazard trees city wide, prune trees in the Central Business
District and purchase replacement trees. Property owners in residential areas in Corvallis were
responsible for maintaining trees in the public right of way along their property, as assigned by
Municipal Code. As a result, trees throughout the city have not received consistent care. New horie
owners would inherit large hazardous trees which would remain unaddressed due to the cost of
removal and replacement. This placed a financial burden on individuals and created a public safety
issue that needed to be resolved. Parks & Recreation is also responsible for issuing permits for tree
removal, and requests for permits to remove healthy, structurally sound trees due to sidewalk damage
was a very common complaint.

Now, when a citizen alerts the City about a tree issue, staff will inspect and evaluate the tree(s) with
the level of action being based on the findings. City staff handle tree maintenance requests using a
service request process that is linked to the citywide tree inventory. The UFMF in conjunction with the
Sidewalk Maintenance Fee has allowed Parks and Recreation and Public Works staff to respond in a
timely manner in resolving tree/sidewalk issues without the added conflict with adjacent property
owners who were previously responsible for repair and maintenance of both.

In the first year of the UFMF, staff have been able to implement elements of the Urban Forest
Management Plan by prioritizing 1) long term tree care, including hazard tree removal and performing
routine pruning to reduce the blockage of street signs and obstructions to viewing traffic at
intersections, 2) the development of a young tree maintenance program, including structural pruning to
prevent future hazards and 3) educational outreach for local citizens to provide information on proper
tree care. In addition, a reserve fund is being established in preparation of major storm events, which
can cause wide-spread damage in a short period of time.

The new fee has met the goal of implementing pieces of the Urban Forest Management Plan and
enhancing the response to hazardous tree issues. - .

RECOMMENDATION:

This report is for information only.

Review and concur,

James A. Patterson, City



MEMORANDUM

TO: Administrative Services Committee
FROM: Mary Steckel, Interim Public Works Directow
DATE: April 19,2012

SUBJECT:  Final Report on the Proceés for Addressing Single-use Plastic Bags

ISSUE
The Administrative Services Committee requested staff to conduct a public process and to develop a
recommendation to reduce the use of single-use plastic carryout bags.

BACKGROUND : V ‘

In April 2011, the Corvallis City Council supported passage of Oregon Senate Bill 536, which would
have prohibited the use of single-use plasﬁc and non-recyclable paper carryout bags. Corvallis City
Council Resolution 2011-06 stated that, in the event that the Legislature did not adopt this legislation,
the City Council “may consider enacting a local ordinance regulating single-use plastic and non-
recycled paper carryout bags, including prohibiting such bags, mandating recycling of such bags or
other restriction methods.”

On November 7, 2011, a representative of the Marys Peak Group of the Sierra Club presented to the
City Council a draft ordinance entitled “Encouraging Reusable Bags and Prohibiting the Use of
Single-Use Plastic Carryout Bags.” The Council referred the ordinance to the Administrative
Services Committee (ASC) and directed staff to develop a timeline (Attachment A) for a process to
gather stakeholder and public input on policy options to address the issues raised in the Sierra Club
ordinance. The ASC and Council subsequently clarified that the goal was to “reduce the use of
single-use plastic bags.”

Stakeholder and Public Meetings
During January and February, City staff facilitated three stakeholder meetings to identify and

develop options for reducing the use of single-use plastic bags. See Attachment B for a description of
staff’s outreach efforts. The meetings resulted in agreement on the scope of the reduction and three
options for achieving the goal:
¢ Scope: Reduce from all retail locations (excluding restaurants) single-use plastic (synthetic or
natural) carryout bags that are provided at point of sale and that are less than 2.25 mils thick.
o Restaurants were excluded for the purpose of safeguarding public health and safety
during the transport of prepared take-out foods and prepared liquids intended for
consumption away from the restaurant premises.
o Both natural and synthetic plastics were included because the City’s waste hauler
cannot distinguish between the two for recycling and natural plastics cause the same
problems for collection and disposal at the materials recovery facility.

|



o Specifying point of sale distinguishes from other bags for which there are exclusions
(see Attachment C for exclusions and working definitions)

o According to most legislation banning plastic bags, including Oregon Senate Bill
536, bags less than 2.25 mils thick are not considered reusable.

Stakeholders agreed upon the following options to reduce use of single-use plastic bags and
developed pros and cons for each (Attachment D). The group discussed improving recycling of
plastic bags but did not consider recycling a policy option because it does not meet the Council goal
of reducing the use of plastic bags.

1. Ban on plastic bags with a fee on paper bags. The fee would stay with the retailer to offset the
cost-of shifting to paper. The fee would not be required for businesses with fewer than 25
employees. _

o A representative from the Northwest Grocery Association (NWGA) said the organization
could not support a ban on plastic bags that does not include a fee on paper bags. He
noted that, in other cities that have banned plastic bags without a fee on paper, consumers
have shifted to paper, which costs retailers more.

» Businesses with fewer than 25 employees were excluded from the fee because they
would find implementation more difficult than larger retailers (such as tracking the fee
separate from the purchases for audit purposes). '

2. Fee on plastic and paper bags. Retailers and consumers would still have the choice of paper
or plastic. The fee would stay with the retailer, but would not be required for businesses with
fewer than 25 employees.

3. Voluntary education of and by retailers about the plastic problem to encourage use of
reusable bags. Details such as who would lead the effort were not fleshed out.

Stakeholder participants agreed that a survey would be useful to better understand the impact a ban
or fee would have on Corvallis retailers. The ASC concurred and directed staff to prepare a
community survey as well to assess support for the options under consideration. The community
survey was posted on the City’s plastic bag Web page and publicized in the Gazette Times. The
retailer survey was distributed by the business networks (e.g., Corvallis Chamber of Commerce,
Downtown Corvallis Association) participating in the stakeholder meetings. Both surveys ran from
March 9 through April 6.

In April, staff held a meeting of the general public to present the process and options, gather input on
the pros and cons of each option, and allow each participant to vote for an option. About 30 people
attended the meeting. ‘

DISCUSSION
A compilation of the public input received via Council and Public Works email from November 7

until May 2 is attached (Attachment E). Input received after May 2 will be provided at the ASC
meeting. Additional public comments were provided through the online surveys and documents
submitted to staff at public meetings.



Comments from the correspondence are broken into broad categories in the table below.

Support for... # Responses % of Total
Ban on plastic 135 55
No ban on plastic 102 41
Fee on plastic : ' 6 2
Fee on paper 7 3
No fees 86 35
Increase recycling 87 35
Increase education 85 35
No action 5 2
Refer to ballot 2 1

The environmental organizations (Sierra Club, Environment Oregon, Oregon Surfrider Foundation)
strongly favor Option 1, which looks most like the ordinance they presented to the City Council in
November. The NWGA supports Option 1 because it includes the fee on paper bags, which would
allow retailers to recoup at least some of the additional cost of paper. There was little support in
correspondence, surveys, or the public meeting for Option 2, which would impose fees on both
plastic and paper with no ban. Option 3, a voluntary program, was popular with opponents of Options
1 and 2.

The community survey yielded 1,086 responses. In addition to answering the multiple choice
questions, hundreds of comments were provided (Attachment F). Despite staff and stakeholder
outreach, there were only 74 responses to the retailer survey (Attachment G). Few of the large
businesses that use single-use plastic carryout bags completed the survey; only five respondents
reported providing more than 5,000 single-use plastic carryout bags in one year. More than 20% of
respondents were Farmers’ Market vendors.

The public meeting was the only time that people were asked to vote for a particular option. The
results were as follows: '

Option 1 (ban plastic; fee on paper) 14
Option 2 (fee on plastic and paper)
Option 3 (voluntary program) 8

Implementation Challenges
As the meetings and the surveys proceeded, staff researched how the options under discussion could

be implemented. While a few other cities have passed plastic bag bans with pass-through fees on
paper, these are in states whose legislation gives them authority to do so. No city in Oregon has
passed a ban with a pass-through fee. The unsuccessful Oregon Senate Bill 536 did include a $0.05
fee on paper bags that would be retained by the retailer, but this would have been enforced on the
State level, through the Department of Environmental Quality. Although “model ordinances” exist to
reduce plastic bags and accomplish other environmental goals, when applied to Corvallis, significant
challenges became apparent.



Legal

According to the City Attorney, the City of Corvallis has the inherent authority to charge and collect
a tax on plastic and paper bags to discourage their use on the grounds that it is a legitimate health,
safety, or general welfare governmental purpose. The City also has an inherent police power that
gives it the ability to regulate businesses. The City can require businesses to obtain a permit or
license, subject to regulatory conditions, to distribute single use plastic bags. Fees or charges for such
a permit are within the City's authority.

It is not clear, however, whether the City has the authority to mandate a fee that it does not collect.
Fixing a minimum price for single-use bags in a way that is not a tax, license or permit may violate
the Commerce clause (Article I, Section 8 of the US Constitution), which gives the US Congress the
ability to regulate commerce among the states. In the past, that clause has been read very broadly
(e.g., growing wheat for your personal use affects interstate commerce because you might not buy it
elsewhere on the market, reducing demand). This complicated and uncertain area of constitutional
law could turn on some obscure provision of federal or state statutes that seem only remotely related
to the question of single-use bags. Without clear authority to mandate a fee that it does not collect,
the City risks a legal challenge to any ordinance requiring retailers to charge a fee that they would
retain.

Resource Constraints

Staff envisions that enforcement of any ordinance banning or assessing fees on single-use bags
would be complaint driven, but even that would require additional staff resources or a reprioritization
of current tasks. The only way the City could ensure that retailers were charging a fee would be to
require them to code it as a cost in their computer systems, run totals, and then check that against bag
orders and inventory—essentially placing the City in the position of auditing the retailers to ensure
they were charging the bag fees appropriately. The cost for this kind of audit would be significant,
with no offsetting revenue to the City.

The resources required further depend on the enforcement mechanism included in the ordinance. The
City Attorney says one of four mechanisms could be applied: incentives, criminal misdemeanor
penalties, violation or infraction penalties, or civil penalties. Each is likely to have associated total
costs that exceed the amount collected (see Attachment H for discussion of probable costs).

Public Works staff have had conversations with the City Attorney’s Office and the Community
Development, Finance, and Police Departments, and none have capacity within present staffing to
devote time to plastic bag enforcement. Moreover, there is no mechanism to recoup staff time
expenses in those cases where the retailer is in compliance and no fine is assessed. Because there are
no resources available to cover any of the enforcement mechanisms, staff is not making a
recommendation on enforcement at this time.

CONCLUSION
To avoid the daunting legal and resource constramts the only feasible way to achieve the Council

goal as stated would be to ban single-use plastic carryout bags without imposing a fee on paper bags,
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and have compliance be voluntary. Staff has drafted an ordinance to this effect (Attachment I), but
acknowledges that an ordinance without enforcement is of questionable value. Passage of the draft
ordinance is not likely to achieve the reduction in plastic bag use that might have been possible with
the ordinance presented by the Sierra Club at the November 7 Council meeting, but staff believes the
City could not defend from litigation or enforce that version.

The best outcome from a staff perspective would be achieved through State-wide legislation and to
that end, staff will monitor bag ban activity at the State level and support those efforts as appropriate.
In addition, staff will continue discussions with the business associations to determine whether any of
the good ideas generated from the public process could be implemented with their lead. Finally, staff
will speak with the Corvallis Sustainability Coalition, specifically the Waste and Education Action
Teams, about what grass-roots actions they could pursue to encourage retailers to reduce or eliminate
the use of single-use plastic bags.

RECOMMENDATION
Staff requests the Administrative Services Committee recommend to the City Council that it not

pursue an ordinance of any kind, but instead direct staff to look to our community partners to achieve
Council’s goal.

Review and concur:

P

- L
TamedA. Patterson, City Manager J art{eMe/wer,VCitgf Attorney

ATTACHMENTS
A: Timeline

B: Outreach Efforts for Stakeholder and Public Meetings
C: Working Definitions

D: Pros and Cons of Options
E: Public Input

F: Citizen Survey Results

G: Retailer Survey Results

H: Estimated Costs of Potential Enforcement Mechanisms
I: Ordinance Banning Single-Use Plastic Carryout Bags




Attachment A: Timeline

Date Objectives
' Meeting 1: Convene work session with parties represented at the
January 10, 2012 November 7 Council meeting (e.g. Sierra Club, NWGA, Chamber) to

identify options for reducing the use of single-use plastic bags.

February 1, 2012
3:30-5:30 pm
Madison Ave. Meeting
Room

Meeting 2: Convene a meeting of stakeholders who would be directly
affected, including as many local retail networks as possible (e.g.,
CIBA, Farmer’s Market) and external organizations with expertise on
the subject (e.g., Oregon Surfrider Foundation, American Chemical
Council). Develop possible options and alternatives to accomplish the
stated goal, including pros and cons of each. '

February 22, 2012

Meet with ASC to present work to date and provide an opportunity for
Committee members to provide input.

February 29, 2012

-| Meeting 3: Hold a second meeting with the expanded stakeholder

1:30 - 3:30 pm group to work through input from ASC and come up with a more
Madison Ave. Meeting | refined option or options to take to the general public.
Room
March 21, 2012 Meet with ASC to touch base on the direction of the option or options.
April 3,2012 Meeting 4: Convene a meeting open to the general public to get
5:30 - 8:30 pm feedback on the matrix of options.
Corvallis Public
Library
May 9, 2012 | Report to ASC on the outcomes of the meeting and seek’ dlrectlon on

next steps.




Attachment B: Outreach Efforts for Stakeholder and Public Meetings

Stakeholder meetings were intended for those who would be directly affected by the effort to
reduce the use of plastic bags (e.g., retail businesses) and external organizations with expertise
on the subject. Staff invited leaders of the Northwest Grocery Association (NWGA), Corvallis
Chamber of Commerce (Chamber), Corvallis Independent Business Alliance (CIBA), and
Downtown Corvallis Association (DCA), all of whom agreed to represent their member
businesses at the meetings. The representative from NWGA volunteered to contact food retailers
that are not members of NWGA or Corvallis retail networks. In addition, staff contacted the
Oregon Neighborhood Store Association, which represents the convenience retail industry.
Executive Director Richard Kosesan agreed to be the information channel for Corvallis
convenience stores.

Staff then reviewed the memberships of the above organizations to determine which Corvallis
retailers were not represented and would need to be contacted by City staff, as opposed to being
informed by membership organizations. A list was developed and letters were sent inviting those
retailers to attend one or both of the February stakeholder meetings.

External organizations with expertise on the subject included the Oregon Surfrider Foundation,
which assisted with the draft ordinance that was presented to the Council in November;
Environment Oregon, which does research and advocacy on the plastic bag issue; and the
Audubon Society of Corvallis. In addition, staff contacted Tim Shestek, Director of State Affairs
for the American Chemistry Council (ACC). Mr. Shestek responded that the ACC no longer
represents bag makers on these types of issues and forwarded the invitation to Mark Daniels, an
executive at South Carolina-based plastic bag manufacturer Hilex-Poly.

The following retail businesses, which are not represented by NWGA, CIBA, DCA, or the
Chamber, were sent letters of invitation:

AutoZone Knecht’s Auto Parts
Bed, Bath & Beyond Maurices

Creative Crafts & Frame Shop Michael’s Arts & Crafts
Dollar Tree - Circle Blvd Office Max

Dollar Tree - Philomath Blvd Petco

Fashion Bug Ross Dress for Less
Home Depot T. J. Maxx

Jo-Ann Fabric and Craft Trumps Hobbies

Kmart Tuesday Morning

Community outreach efforts included the creation of a page on the City’s website devoted to the
plastic bag issue, two press releases that resulted in articles in the Gazette-Times, public and
government access channel bulletin board messages, and a public meeting at the Library.
Communications emphasized that direct public input could be sent to the Public Works
Department for inclusion in Administrative Services Committee packets.



Attachment C: Working Definitions

Plastic: Any of a group of synthetic or natural organic materials that may be shaped when soft
and then hardened (generally heated, then cooled).

Retail establishment: Any store or vendor—except those where the primary business is the
preparation or food or drink-located within or doing business within the geographical limits of
the City of Corvallis that sells or offers for sale goods at retail.

Carryout / checkout bag: Any bag that is provided by a retail establishment at the point of sale
to a customer for use to transport or carry away purchases from the retail establishment. This
definition does not include:
. Bags used by customers inside the retail establishment to:
Package bulk items, such as fruit, vegetables, nuts, grains, candy or small
hardware items; '
Contain or wrap frozen foods, meat, fish, whether packaged or not;
Contain or wrap flowers, potted plants, or other items where dampness may be a

problem; '
Contain unwrapped prepared foods or bakery goods.
. Pharmacy prescription bags.
. Newspaper bags, door-hanger bags, laundry dry cleaning bags, or bags sold in packages

containing multiple bags intended for use as garbage, pet waste, or yard waste bags.
. Product bags.
. Reusable bags.

Reusable bag: A bag with handles that is specifically designed and manufactured for multiple
reuse and is made of: .

. Cloth or other machine-washable fabric; or

. Durable plastic that is at least 2.25 mils thick.



Attachment D: Pros and Cons of Options
(Developed with input from stakeholder and public meetings)

Option 1: Ban on plastic with fee on paper bags
The fee would stay with the retailer to offset the cost of shifting to paper bags.
The fee would not be required for businesses with fewer than 25 employees.

Partial or complete offset of retailer cost for shift to paper bags. Increases consumer costs if they don’t use reusable bags.

Significantly reduces the usage of single-use plastic bags and associated | May be disincentive to shop in Corvallis.
impacts.

Provides an incentive to change behavior. Limits retailer and consumer choice.

Policy effectiveness is measurable (based on retailer revenues, number | Need to monitor / enforce requires additional City staff resources.
of bags purchased).

Alternatives to single-use bags readily available. May have disproportionate impact on low-income populations.
Co-op experience shows this reduces paper bag use. If applied to a subset of retailers, leads to an “uneven playing field.”
Fastest way to achieve goal. Can the City regulate this?

Paper has equal or greater environmental impact.

Disrupts the free market process.




Option 2: Fee on both plastic and paper bags
Retailers and consumers would still have the choice of paper or plastic. The fee would stay with the retailer, but would not be required
for businesses with fewer than 25 employees.

Retains retailer and consumer choice.

Increases consumer costs if they don’t use reusable bags.

Significantly reduces the usége of single-use plastic bags and associate
impacts.

d

May be disincentive to shop in Corvallis.

Provides an incentive to change behavior.

Need to monitor / enforce requires additional City staff resources.

Policy effectiveness is measurable (based on retailer revenues, number
of bags purchased).

May have disproportionate impact on low-income populations.

Partial or complete offset of bag cost to retailer.

If applied to a subset of retailers, leads to an “uneven playing field.”

Simplifies — every bag has a financial cost.

Complicates (for charge alone).

Corvallis highlighted as progressive community.

Sets precedent for future. How far will the regulations go?

Sets precedent for future change (for all three options).

Does not eliminate plastic check-out bags.

Incentive to shop in Corvallis to support environmental leadership.

If fees are different for paper and plastic, could lead to increased use of
plastic.

Visible cost of bag has greater impact than hidden cost.

Increased environmental costs of people traveling to shop in Albany.
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Option 3: Voluntary education program about the plastic problem
and to encourage reusable bags A '
Details of this option, such as who would lead the effort, have not been developed.

Retains retailer and consumer choice.

With large population of students, education would need to be
continuous.

No enforcement required.

Less significant measurable impact than Options 1 or 2.

Scalable — could be ramped up.

Resources needed from the community to develop, run, and oversee the
program.

Less impact on retailer operations than Options 1 or 2.

Ongoing programs hard to maintain with volunteers.

Fits in with Corvallis’ reputation as environmental steward.

Without reward or punishment, progress doesn’t happen

Should happen in conjunction with Options 1 or 2.

Very undefined. Effectiveness is questionable.

Could build on OSU’s recycling program.

Hear too much already. Falls on deaf ears.

Avoids backlash from those opposed to ban/fee.

Not everyone wants to be educated.

Provides a purpose for some activists.

Could strengthen resistance (facts conflict with disbelief)
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Attachment E: Public Input

Single-Use Plastic Bag Reduction
Public Testimony E-Mails to Mayor and Councilors

Received through Wednesday, May 2, 2012



<web>Please resist plastic bag ban Page 1 of 2

Home | About Corvallis | Find It A-Z | Departments | Services | Calendar | Contact Us

Welcome to the official web site of the City of Corvallis, Oregon fsite search | .

[Date Prev][Date Next][Thread Prev][Thread Next][Date Index][Thread Index]

<web=>Please resist plastic bag ban

To: ward8@XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
Subject: <web>Please resist plastic bag ban
From: Thierheimer@xxXxXxXXXXXXXX

Date: Sat, 5 Nov 2011 09:21:09 -0700
Reply-to: <Thierheimer@xxxxxxxXxxxx=>

This is an inquiry e-mail via Contact Us form:
Charles L. Thierheimer
Thierheimer@xxxxXXXXXXxx

prefer phone contact: no

Mr Traber

I long ago realized that banning lightweight plastic bags will have little
impact compared to the environmental degradation of our planet caused by 7
billion humans. Damage to ocean life by plastic bags while regrettable is
minute when compared to the damage of millions of tons of untreated sewage and
pollution entering the oceans from underdeveloped and developing parts of the
world. Corvallis citizens (1 believe) use and re-use plastic bags and then
dispose of them properly.

The proposed ban is naive and another example of the pressure group politics of
American and Corvallis representative democracy. Disposable paper bags will
not be banned and are undesirable due to energy and water usage during
manufacture.

Different topic:

I appreciate the time and effort that you invest into being a city councilor
but ... an emailed newsletter (to citizens that register) or a website hosted
by the city where citizens in your ward may see your thoughts and positions on
issues before the city.

Regards,

Chuck Thierheimer
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<web=>Please support plastic bag ban

® T0o: ward2@xxXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

e Subject: <web>Please support plastic bag ban
o From: benefit1970@XXXXXXXXX

e Date: Sat, 5 Nov 2011 16:07:44 -0700

o Reply-to: <benefit1970@XXXXXXXXX>

This is an inquiry e-mail via Contact Us form:
Brandon Goldner
benefitl1970@XXXXXXXXX

prefer phone contact: no

Hello Councillor Hogg-

I live in your ward, and 1 wanted to quickly write and ask you to support the
plastic bag ban that will be before the council on Monday.

1 believe that people should be able to do whatever they want, so long as it
doesn®t harm others. Data has shows that using disposable plastic bags is
extraordinarily harmful to the Earth, its systems, and its plant and animal
life (including humans). Therefore, our society should regulate the use of
these bags.

1 also believe that this is better settled at the State level... however, they
were given an opportunity to act, and failed to do so. Therefore, | think it"s
imperative that communities begin regulating the use of plastic bags and lobby
the State legislature to revisit the issue.

Thank you for your time, and 1 hope you will support the banning of disposable
plastic bags.

Take care,

-Brandon Goldner
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<web>Please support the city-wide ban on plastic bags

Date:

® To: ward2@XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXIXXXIXXXXXXXX

e Subject: <web>Please support the city-wide ban on plastic bags
e From:
[ ]
]

corinna.fletcher@XxxxXxXxxxxx
Sun, 6 Nov 2011 16:56:09 -0800

Reply-to: <corinna.fletcher@xxxXxXxXxxxx=>

disposal .

life, who

Thank you!

This is an inquiry e-mail via Contact Us form:
Corinne Fletcher
corinna. fletcher@xxxxxXxxxx

prefer phone contact: no

Dear City Councilor Roen Hogg,

As a resident of Ward 2 in Corvallis, a voter, and an advocate for a healthy
and sustainable planet, I am writing to urge you to support the proposed city
ordinance to ban single-use plastic bags.

Plastic bags are ecologically destructive in their production, consumption, and

They require oil (about 12 million barrels annually in the United

States) and energy to be produced and then less than 5% are recycled, leaving
95% in landfills and oceans -- killing plants and animals, especially marine

ingest mass amounts of our plastics. The myth that convenience

should take precedence over environmental and social responsibility must be
seriously questioned.

The cool thing is that Corvallis can take on this problem. We have a
supportive and concerned community that can act as a national model for
transitioning beyond single-use plastic bags. And for those retailers who
still find it necessary to offer customers the "choice”™ of plastic, they should
be able to source more ecologically responsible compostable plastic bags.
Please pass the city ordinance that will ban single-use plastic bags and let"s
empower our community to be more creative in our consumption of the earth"s
resources and committed to sustaining the environment for other communities,
animals, and generations.

Corinne Fletcher
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<web=>Support for Plastic Bag Ban

To: ward2@xXxXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
Subject: <web>Support for Plastic Bag Ban
From: liggettc@XXXXXXXXXXXXX

Date: Sun, 6 Nov 2011 16:25:57 -0800
Reply-to: <liggettC@XXXXXXXXXXXXX>

This is an inquiry e-mail via Contact Us form:
Catherine Liggett
1 1 ggetEC@XXXXXXXXXXXXX

prefer phone contact: no

Dear Councillor:

I live in your ward, and | wanted to quickly write and ask you to support the
plastic bag ban that will be before the council on Monday.

I believe that people should be able to do whatever they want, so long as it
doesn®"t harm others. Data has shows that using disposable plastic bags is
extraordinarily harmful to the Earth, its systems, and its plant and animal
life (including humans). Therefore, our society should regulate the use of
these bags.

Thank you for your time, and I hope you will support the banning of disposable
plastic bags.

Sincerely,

Catherine Liggett

!regon !!a!e !nlver3|ty
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Re: <web>Plastic bag ban

To: rarenew@XxXXXXXXXX

Subject: Re: <web=>Plastic bag ban

From: mayor@ X)X XXX XXX XX XXX

Date: Mon, 7 Nov 2011 10:11:44 -0800 (PST)

Cc: Ward 1 <ward1@XxXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX K>

Hello,

Thank you for your message. The City Council will be discussing this issue at
its noon meeting today and will determine how to proceed. 1 am sharing your
comment with Council President Mark O"Brien for his future reference.

Sincerely,

Julie Manning

Mayor

————— Original Message -----

From: rarenew@xxxxXxXxXxxx

TO:I Mayor@xXxXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXKXXXXXXXXX

Sent: Saturday, November 5, 2011 3:24:07 PM
Subject: <web>Plastic bag ban

This is an inquiry e-mail via Contact Us form:
Raymond Newby
rarenew@xxxxXXXXXxX

prefer phone contact: no

I like plastic bags. I would sign a petition opposing plastic bag banning.
Corvallis retailers should also oppose banning to prevent customer defection to
Philomath and Albany retailers.
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Re: <web>Plastic bag ordinance

To: adamskis@xxXxxx

Subject: Re: <web=>Plastic bag ordinance

From: mayor@ X)X XXX XXX XX XXX

Date: Mon, 7 Nov 2011 10:10:38 -0800 (PST)

Cc: Ward 1 <ward1@XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX XXX X XXX K>

Hello,

Thank you for your note. 1 am sharing your comments with Council President
Mark O"Brien for his future reference.

Sincerely,

Julie Manning
Mayor

————— Original Message -----

From: adamskis@xxxxx

TOo: Mayor@XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
Sent: Monday, November 7, 2011 9:24:42 AM
Subject: <web>Plastic bag ordinance

This is an inquiry e-mail via Contact Us form:
Amy John Adamski
adamsk i S@xXXxXxx

prefer phone contact: no

Dear Ms. Manning,

We are writing to you on behalf of the proposed ordinance that we understand
will be up to consideration by the council today.

We are NOT in favor of this ordinance going through. While we are not
necessarily a fan of the single use of plastic bags we see no need for another
ordinance that dictates a policy that is already being addressed on a state and
personal level.

We feel that market forces will bring about this change on their own. We have
already seen businesses switch back to the use of paper and reusable bags for
purchases.

We would rather see efforts go into educating people on the dangers of plastic
bags and the benefits of using reusable bags.

We need to be mindful of the restrictions and burdens we lay on our stores and
shops in this tough economic times too.

And who gets this "fee" that would be charged for using a paper bag? Oh yeah-
probably the "bag" police.

We believe that the people of Corvallis will, in time, by their own choice,
turn to using reusable bags for purchases.
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Thank you.
Amy and John Adamski
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Plastic Bag testimony
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e Subject: Plastic Bag testimony
e From: corvallismatters@xxxxxxx
e Date: Mon, 7 Nov 2011 15:04:14 -0500 (EST)

November 7, 2011
To the Corvallis City Council

The glastlc bag ban is expected of Corvallis. At the end of the 2011 legislative session
The Oregonian discussed what didn’t get done. Since the legislature did not do an)ghlng
about plastic bags The Oregonian said that places like Portland and Corvallis will be
certain to act on this issue, Yes, the legislature should have taken care of it, but since
they did not, it is egected that Corvallis will to nudge the legislature to do something at
their next session. This proposal takes that into account.

Business owners are already passm% the cost of bags onto the_customers. This is just

directing businesses to overtly tell the customers they are paying for the bags rather than

hide it as a cost of doing business. It is a fee that customers ¢an choose to avoid b

brlnglnlg their own bags. Certainly all businesses, large and small can do that. It is

hr_obab y more difficult for larger chain stores than independent local businesses to do
is.

Each summer we go to the Cayman Islands. For a few years | was collectlrlphen_ough
Plastlc bags from Other people to crochet 2 plastic tote bags each summer. The in 2010
he Cayman Islands started charging a nickel per bag. In the last two years | have only
collected enou%h_plastlc bags to'make the bottom of one bag. Making people pay for
bags changes their behavior.

| have two articles here on nurdles. Nurdles are the plastic pellets used to make plastic
bagis. The manufacturers are very careless about using nurdles and they OIget into
waterways, killing thousands of fish and birds that miStake them for food. They make,
up 10% of the plastic waste on beaches around the world. Your ban on plastic bags will
help stop the killing of wildlife.

What happens next? Debra and the Sierra Club have done a fantastic job of research
on this proposal. Where will it go from here? A few years ago Jesse Marley brought you
a proposal to ban plastic bags and you did nothing. OSU students brought a well-"
researched proposal to ban polystyrene and you did nothing. What happens after this
presentation today? What action will you be taking and when?
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<web>PROPOSED PLASTIC BAG ORDINANCE for CORVALLIS

To: ward9@XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

Subject: <web>PROPOSED PLASTIC BAG ORDINANCE for CORVALLIS
From: hjmarx44@xxXxXxxXXXXX

Date: Mon, 7 Nov 2011 11:26:49 -0800

Reply-to: <hjmarx44@xxxXxXxXXXxXx>

This is an inquiry e-mail via Contact Us form:
Harold Marx
h j marx44@xxXXXXXXXX

prefer phone contact: no

This ordinance is misguided.

My wife and 1 do use multiple use bags which is the intent of this ordinance,
however, we also have secondary uses for the "single use'" bags.

While there are issues with the so-called "single use"™ bags, which this
ordinance seems to be directed, it misses the secondary uses that the bags
serve. These bags have many secondary uses which are ignored and will result in
unintended consequences.

The following are just a few that | have used the bags.
Trash bags

Kitty litter, dog waste

Short-term storage of paint brushes/rollers

Paint roller tray liners

Unintended consequences:

It will cost the consumer more financially to purchase plastic bags in
quantity, many of which are heavier and sturdier than the "single-use" bags
this ordinance is attempting to eliminate. Therefore, they will not degrade as
quickly.

The paper bags, being heavier than the plastic bags, will use more energy to
ship. There are trade-offs that have not been considered in the area of energy
usage.

Paint brushes and rollers will be washed after day of painting even if they
will be used again the next day. More water purification and sewage treatment
by the city.

Studies have shown:

R-usable bags have contained lead. These bags could end up on the landfill if
discarded, or in the water stream if laundered.

Re-usable bags are contaminated by bacteria and can cause disease and illness.
To avoid the above, bags need to be washed on a regular basis. This result is
the increased use of water and sewer treatment.

The life cycle assessment of the "single-use'" bags suggest that the cotton bag
is not that much more environmental friendly than the plastic bags.

In places where the "single-use" bags are banned, the sale of packaged plastic
bags goes up substantially, and in some cases, more bags are sold than
eliminated.
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Grocery stores sometimes require double bagging with paper bags.

There are other problems with the course of action. To help you and the other
councilors make an intelligent decision, please review the following:

http://www.apmbags.com/bagmyths
This site has dog in the fight, but raises some interesting issues.

http://www.preventandsave. ie/documents/Guides%20and%20Reports/Life%20Cycle%20Analysis%20%28LCA%
29%200n%20P lastic%20Bags.pdf

Lot of content and summary of other studies. Not cut and dry one way or the

other. Read the conclusion on page 24.

http://uanews.org/pdfs/GerbaWilliamsSinclair_BagContamination.pdf
Report on a study re: bacterial contamination of re-usable bags.

Please consider all information on this subject and not act based on the "feel
good" presented by environmental organizations.

IT environmental organizations paid for the unintended consequences of their
positions, perhaps they would think through their positions more clearly.

Harold Marx

orvallis,
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Re: <web>Support for single use plastic bag ordinance

To: kathy dabnet <kathy.dabnet@xxXXXXxXxXxx>

Subject: Re: <web>Support for single use plastic bag ordinance
From: mayor@XxXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

Date: Mon, 7 Nov 2011 10:12:39 -0800 (PST)

Cc: Ward 1 <ward1@XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX XXX X XXX K>

Hello,

Thank you for your message. | am sharing your comments with Council President
Mark O"Brien for his future reference.

Sincerely,

Julie Manning

Mayor

————— Original Message -----

From: "kathy dabnet" <kathy.dabnet@xxxxXXxXxXxx>

TO:I Mayor@xXxXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXKIXXXXXXXX

Sent: Thursday, November 3, 2011 2:01:29 PM

Subject: <web>Support for single use plastic bag ordinance

This is an inquiry e-mail via Contact Us form:
Kathy Brewer
kathy . dabnet@xxxxxxxxx

prefer phone contact: no

I am writing to express my support for the ban of point of purchase single use
plastic bags. 1 live just outside of the Corvallis city limits so | do not
have a City Council representative, but I work and shop in Corvallis.

Market of Choice is a great example of a mainstream, large scale retailer in
town that does not use point of sale single use plastic bags. Such a ban does
not impact the customer experience, it just forces a more environmentally
responsible option. Paper bags are far more likely to be recycled, are made
from renewable resources, and if made from recycled content, have a
demonstrably smaller env footprint than plastic bags.

Corvallis already has such a great reputation for leading the way to more
sustainable communities. This is just one more very visible measure we can
take to continue on that path.

Best regards,

Kathy Brewer
Environmental Engineer
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<web=>plastic bags

To: wardB@XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
Subject: <web>plastic bags

From: tomjensen37 @ XXXXXXXXXXX

Date: Tue, 8 Nov 2011 17:49:18 -0800
Reply-to: <tomjensen37 @ XXXXXXXXXXX>

This is an inquiry e-mail via Contact Us form:
tom jensen
tomjensen37@XXXXXXXXXXX

prefer phone contact: no

Don"t ban plastic bags. They are reusable and recycleable, and are made from a
petroleum waste product. No bags means more waste. Promoting paper bag use
promotes tree cutting. | say, "NO".

How about weaning the public by charging $0.25/plastic bag? Plastic bags have
innumerable secondary uses, like picking up pet poo, holding wet things,
keeping my bike seat dry, using for household garbage or food waste, etc.
People often shop impulsively and don®"t have their own bags with them. Don"t
ban plastic bags. How about continue with educating the population instead of
prohibiting the item? tj
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FW: NWGA's Changes to Plastic Bag Ordinance

e To: "Patterson, Jim" <Jim.Patterson@XxXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX>, "ward8@xxxxXxxxX" <ward8@XXXXXXXX=>,
<wardl@xXXXXXXx=>, <ward6@xXXXXXXxX=>

Subject: FW: NWGA's Changes to Plastic Bag Ordinance

From: Biff Traber <biff.traber@xxxxXXXxXXXxx=>

Date: Thu, 10 Nov 2011 10:06:11 -0800

Cc: Debra Higbee-Sudyka <dwhigbe@Xxxxxxxxx=>

Title: FW: NWGA's Changes to Plastic Bag Ordinance
Jim

Mark

Joel

See below and attached from Debra Highee-Sudyka. It does contain a number of changes from the NWGA for us to
include in our consideration.

To recap (to my recollection) what we concluded yesterday about next steps, our next ASC meeting will have on its
agenda a report from staff that will include at least a proposed timeline for working the ban ordinance including a
schedule for public hearing and other input on the subject. Staff will also be collecting input on changes to the
ordinance from sources like the NWGA and the chamber/small retailers. The attached document helps that effort.

Please add any corrections or refinement to the above.
Thanks
Biff

------ Forwarded Message

From: Debra Higbee-Sudyka <dwhigbe @XxXXXxxx>
Date: Wed, 9 Nov 2011 21:42:51 -0800

To: Biff Traber <biff.traber@XxXXXXXXXxXxx>

Subject: NWGA's Changes to Plastic Bag Ordinance

Biff,
I've attached the changes that the Northwest Grocery Association would like to make to the Corvallis Ordinance. Our
attorney, Daniel Snyder, and | looked over the changes, and in the spirit of cooperation and in a effort to have them

fully support the ordinance, most of the changes are acceptable.

Did you decide in the Administrative Services Committee meeting today, when you'll be working on the Ordinance?
Let me know how | can help you.

And if you have any questions, let me know.

Debra Higbee-Sudyka

60-Year-Old Mom Looks 27
Mom Reveals Free Wrinkle Trick That Has Angered Doctors!
<http://thirdpartyoffers.juno.com/TGL3142/4ebb6464741e716715bdst05duc> ConsumerLifestyles.org
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TO: Mayor@XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
Subject: <web=>plastic bag ban

From: kh.1942@XXXXXXXXXXX

Date: Tue, 15 Nov 2011 12:27:09 -0800
Reply-to: <kh.1942@XXXXXXXXXXX>

This is an inquiry e-mail via Contact Us form:
Kent Hansen
Kh - 1942 @XXXXXXXXXXX

prefer phone contact: no

Before you and the council decide on the plastic bag ban, please read this
article, and clip on the link for the full text.

Environment Issues
November 14, 2011

Plastic Bag Bans Are Bad for the Environment

The past several years have seen a groundswell of regulations on plastics,
particularly plastic bags and cups and food containers made from polystyrene or
Styrofoam. Supporters of these bans mostly claim that such policies promote
environmental protection, when in reality they carry considerable environmental
tradeoffs and impose needless burdens on consumers and economic growth, says
Angela Logomasini, a senior fellow at the Competitive Enterprise Institute.

Plastic bags generate 39 percent less greenhouse gas emissions than regular
paper bags and require only 6 percent of the water necessary to make paper
bags.

Simultaneously, they consume 71 percent less energy during production than
paper bags and produce one-fifth the amount of solid waste.

Similarly, reusable bags are only more environmentally friendly than plastic
bags if they are used 103 times, yet on average they are used only 51 times
before they are thrown away.

A comparison of the environmental impacts of plastic cups with paper
alternatives yielded similar results, with plastic causing 50 percent less
solid waste by volume.

Much of the craze that has inspired frivolous and counterproductive
environmental bans stems from news stories that emphasize the negative impacts
of excessive pollution and littering. Specifically, numerous references are
made by environmental blogs and activists to the infamous garbage "island" in
the Pacific -- a giant trash heap that is "twice the size of Texas.'" However,
researchers have debunked much of the hype regarding this "island" by showing
that no such island exists. Regardless, concerns about littering should not
provoke environmental bans -- they should provoke greater public support of
antilittering movements, says Logomasini.

Source: Angela Logomasini, "Plastic Bag Bans Are Bad for the Environment,"
Competitive Enterprise Institute, November 8, 2011.
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CITY MANAGERS
OFFICE

To: Administrative Services Committee November 17, 2011
From: Dan Brown, Ward 4

Subject: Plastic Bag Ban

Advocates are dissatisfied with the current, voluntary approach based on educating folks
to reduce their use of plastic shopping bags in Corvallis. They feel that it would be better
for the City of Corvallis to prohibit them. Such a bag ban would be a significant public
issue because it would affect the daily lives of virtually all buyers and sellers in Corvallis.
At the same time, creating such a regulation is not fundamental to the City Charter.

As the advocates have pointed out, the extent to which we use plastic film worldwide has
tremendous consequences. Marine life is damaged, the demand for scarce petroleum is
increased, and US imports of oil have severe political and economic consequences, and
current human life styles are creating too much solid waste. Although the negative
consequences of plastic bag use are truly disgusting, they do not point to a particular
solution.

Recommendation

In my opinion, the City Council should suggest to the advocate group that they take the
Plastic Bag Ban to the voters as an initiative in a scheduled election. Through this fair
political process, a vote would determine whether the citizens of Corvallis want such a
regulation, or not. An election would be respectful to both the advocates and the others
whose opinions are not currently known. An initiative is the essence of democracy.

By getting the required (17, 487 x .15 = 2,623) voters' signatures to place the measure

on the ballot, the petitioners would have demonstrated that they meet a credible threshold
of popular support. Whatever the electoral outcome, the cost to the City's general fund
would be minimized, and Staff focus would not be diverted from any of our four current
Council goals. ‘

The two basic alternatives are, first, to delay Council consideration of the bag ban --
again, or second, to have Staff complete a thorough technical analysis of the scientific
and economic issues involved so that the Council would make an informed decision. If
we do the first, the pressure from advocates for regulation will just return in the future.
If we do the second, the expense to the City will take money and time away from other
Staff activities.



Problem Statement

The basic problem is the use of plastic film in the process for distributing food and other
products through long [national and international] channels of distribution. There are
practical reasons plastic film is used, i.e. the film provides desirable benefits to the
distribution system: convenience, health safety, preservation, etc. The bottom line is that
plastic film increases efficiency and lowers immediate monetary costs. Some consumers
like to reuse bags, which are free, for other purposes: garbage, disposal of pet waste, bike
seat covers, garage sale purchases, etc. Currently, there is substantial inertia for the
world to continue what it is doing.

Feasible Solutions

As an academic, I an skeptical by nature and perceive every issue to be complicated.

In this case, there are real costs and benefits to be considered. Before supporting a
regulation to prohibit plastic shopping bags, I would want to understand the tradeoffs
better. The overall impact on our remote community, acting alone, may be negative. We
need metrics which will help us determine whether or not a bag ban would be
"successful."

Benefits: In my current analysis, the benefits of a Corvallis shopping bag ban are
very limited. In contrast to world population of 7 billion people, Corvallis is a town with
a population of 55,000. There are a few hundred retail outlets in town, but studies
consistently show that the vast majority of purchases made by Corvallis residents come
from sellers in other locations (other cities or mail order). Most of the plastic film at the
popular grocery stores is not in the shopping bag. I doubt that many plastic shopping bags
originating in Corvallis are the cause of damage to marine wildlife in the southern
hemisphere, and believe that motivated engineers could figure out a way to keep bags
from fouling recycling machines. In summary, locally distributed plastic shopping bags
are a very small part of the plastic film used by consumers in Corvallis and a minute
fraction of the world problem.

Costs of Alternatives: Buyers need containers to get their goods home from
stores. Alternative bags shift costs. Paper production is a dirty process, and the full life
cycle cost of paper shopping bag alternatives is substantial. I don't know how the costs,
including environmental impacts, of the two types of bags compare. But I suspect that
peer-reviewed work on this topic has been done and that it can be found.

Externalities: We must recognize that a local regulation to prohibit plastic
shopping bags will have predictable consequences. Less affluent citizens, like the lady
who testified at the Nov.7, 2011 Council meeting, will be affected more than the more
affluent. Small independent shops in Corvallis will experience more inconvenience and
expense than larger stores. A better solution might be more progressive.



Unintended Costs: Plastic film is central to the current distribution system.
Around the world, plastic is dominant even at farmers' markets. Municipalities and other
governments have been cautious about prohibiting plastic shopping bags. If Corvallis
acts in the near future, we will be on the bleeding edge of the innovation curve. We risk
making mistakes and making our community bear unnecessary costs.

Enforcement Costs: I don't understand the issue of enforcement. Will public
- safety officers or the underfunded Code Enforcement Officer be responsible? What will
be the continuing cost to the City of enforcing the prohibition and how will we pay for it?
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Plastic Bags

To: wardB@xxXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX, Ward8 @ XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
ward L@ XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

Subject: Plastic Bags

From: corvallismatters@xxxxxxx

e Date: Mon, 5 Dec 2011 23:49:39 -0500 (EST)

I am ]gomg to forward an article to you from the San Francisco Chronicle, "Shoppers
may face Tees for bags at stores.” (15.Nov.2011. ] ] )
The legislation is very likely to pass. Stores of all types and sizes will be required to

cha}gg{e 10¢ per bag, no matter what kind of bag it iS. The store owners get to keep the
profit.

To me_that system makes the most sense. It is what the%/ are d0|r(1jg in many European
countries. It really changes consumer behavior. It is not a tax and gives the business
owner a profit. The stores are actually already charging for the bags as a cost of doing
business. This just makes the cost obvious. IT give people a choice. They can get any
kind of bag they want, they just have to pay up front for it. Those who want to bring
their own bags can do that.

Newspaper. bags, dry cleaning bags, meat, and vegetable bags as well as bags for items
purchased in bulk will not be charged.

| have already said that | will help donate money for reusable bags for all those who
cannot afford the dollar for a reusable bag. | have made such donations in the past.

| do ask that you pass some type of ordinance to reduce the use of plastic bags.

s vao
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To: Administrative Services Committee

From: Debra Higbee-Sudyka, Marys Peak Group — Sierra Club
Charlie Plybon, Surfrider Foundation

Date: December 5, 2011
Subject: Response to the Process for Addressing Single-use Checkout Bags

We would like to thank you for laying out a timeline. We are encouraged by the good public process
reflected in this document. In working on this issue and with other groups throughout the state and
other states, we understand and value a sound a local approach to including all stakeholders in the
development of a plan.

Regarding the preliminary review of the ordinance and questions raised. The Surfrider Foundation
recognizes and is familiar with the questions and the preliminary options that have been raised. They
have a lot of experience with plastic vs. paper, equity with retailer and consumers, and have worked
through these questions in many cities and during the legislative session. Both the Sierra Club, and the
Surfrider Foundation, are happy to participate and offer our experience in these discussions. We think
these items merit discussion with local stakeholders.

Regarding the timeline recommendation. The proposed timeline--albeit longer than we would have
hoped for--we think represents good public process. However, we do not feel that the American
Chemical Council represents a genuine local stakeholder on this issue. The area of expertise, which they
would bring to the subject, would be that of corporate interests in the production of plastic. They would
not be representing the City of Corvallis or the State of Oregon. Inviting outside corporate interests into
this discussion will invite political divisiveness.

We look forward to participating in the outlined process, and if there is any way we can help expedite
the timeline, by volunteering our organization’s expertise and resources, we would be encouraged by
the opportunity.



To: Administrative Services Committee

From: Debra Higbee-Sudyka, Marys Peak Group — Sierra Club
Charlie Plybon, Surfrider Foundation

Date: December 6, 2011
Subject: Response to Councilor Brown’s Letter

We appreciate the opportunity to respond to the letter that Councilor Brown submitted to the
Administrative Committee on November 17, 2011. We will be addressing each point that the councilor
made below.

Recommendation

Councilor Brown suggests the “advocate group take the Plastic Bag Ban to the voters as an initiative.”
However, the Council has already given approval for discussion, and is moving discussion forward. Why
is it necessary to send it to the voters to reinforce the decision that has already been made? Further, if
we are to engage in a ballot initiative process, it has to be very prescriptive language and precise to an
ordinance. The Corvallis voters will need to know what the Plastic Bag Ban means, therefore you must
detail the language of the full ordinance. It will be a difficult task to get that level of specificity for the
voters to make an informed decision.

Every instance where this issue has been sent to the voters, it has invited the plastic industry, which
monopolizes and controls the media with their public relations campaign (despite the fact that they are
an outside interest). In Seattle, Washington two years ago, the industry spent 1.2 Million on a “save the
plastic bag” campaign. In Hailey Idaho, where a high school environmental club got a plastic bag
ordinance on a November 8" ballot, the school kids were outspent 100 to 1 by the plastic industry’s ad
and marketing efforts to defeat the initiative. In both cases, local interests were lost to outside money.
The question we should be asking here is: Do we want to invite political divisiveness to Corvallis through
an industry that does not represent local interests, that does not employ people in Oregon, and that
does not represent our Corvallis constituency? The industry will polarize the issue and Corvallis citizens
will waste local resources to rebut an outside interest.

Councilor Brown also suggests there are two alternatives: 1) Delay, or 2) Conduct a technical analysis.
The second alternative is what the council has made the recommendation to already do. Councilor
Brown is suggesting it, as though it is not happening. But it is already happening right now. This would
require the Council to reverse their previous decision, which is not the spirit of direction given to the
Administrative Services Committee. We suggest that we continue down our current path and do the
technical analysis through the Administrative Services Committee where local interested parties are well
represented by the suggested timeline.

Problem Statement:

Councilor Brown'’s reference to “plastic film” is unclear. If plastic film is used as a protective cover, it will
aid in health, safety, and preservation. On the other hand, if plastic film is used for single-use checkout
bags, it is for convenience. In our plastic bag policy, we are only talking about plastic film that is used for



convenience, not health, safety or preservation. It is our opinion, and the Northwest Grocery
Association’s, as well as the Food and Drug Administration’s, that plastic film may be necessary for
health and safety; and the preservation of meat, dairy and other products. It is our opinion that using
plastic film in the form of single-use checkout plastic bags is for convenience, and is not a necessity.
There are reusable and highly recyclable alternatives.

Councilor Brown also states that “Currently, there is substantial inertia for the world to continue what it
is doing.” We feel the opposite is true. This is supported by statements made by the United Nations,
and the hundreds of bag bans and reduction policies implemented around the world and in the United
States. We feel there is substantial interest to begin addressing this issue. Our country lags behind most
nations around the world in addressing this.

Feasible Solutions

Benefits.

Councilor Brown asserts that the “benefits of a Corvallis shopping bag ban are very limited.” In Oregon
we have demonstrated for many years a legacy and leadership in landmark legislation. One great
example of that is the bottle bill. Oregon acted alone on this, and the impacts of that policy world-wide
can be felt today--through the adoption of other bottle bills and recycling policies around the US and
globe. This is an example of how leadership on issues, can influence the world around us for the greater
good. By acting in small groups we can make meaningful change within a larger entity. There are actions
we take, such as beach cleanups, etc, which make a small and local difference. Hence the assertion that
the benefits are limited should not stop us from acting, because feedback like the bottle bill tells us
otherwise.

Indeed, the benefits of passing a bag ban will make a measureable difference in Corvallis. By eliminating
plastic bags at the checkout counter, you will be immediately removing a measurable amount of waste
generated in the City of Corvallis. We will still have plastic issues, but we will eliminate, based on
Corvallis population, an estimated 22 million plastic bags out of our waste stream. Therefore, the
benefits are not limited and quite measureable. We think this is something Corvallis can be proud of,
and will benefit our local community.

We agree with Councilor Brown that “most of the plastic film ... is not in the shopping bag.” We know
there are other, larger problems with plastics, such as plastic lids, Styrofoam, etc. but they’re not as easy
to address. The single-use checkout plastic bags are one issue that the vast majority of people are willing
and able to make a shift in behavior. We can eliminate one problem, and it will get people thinking more
about other single-use plastic items.

Costs of Alternatives

Yes, “peer-reviewed work on this topic has been done.” We have participated in life-cycle and carbon
foot print analysis of paper versus plastic bags. However, the policy we are aiming to implement is not
to shift consumers from plastic to paper, but to shift a substantial if not majority of consumers to
reusable bags. Therefore a proper analysis should also include reusable bags.



We cannot assume everyone will shift to paper bags; that’s not the intent of the policy. From our work
in the legislative session we worked with pulp and paper mill industry and grocers to get a paper analysis
for the lifecycle of paper bags. However, for plastic bags a full lifecycle analysis does not exist because of
the following: a) We cannot track how many bags are being recycled, and b) Because of the non-
biodegradable status of plastic bags, their impacts to the environment continue to increase. We know
about paper bags — they degrade, and they are recycled and tracked. Whereas, for plastic bags, we
cannot understand their full life cycle as we don’t know how long it takes for them to degrade or the
measurable impacts.

Externalities

Councilor Brown asserts “that a better solution might be more progressive.” We would be happy to
entertain other solutions that would provide a measureable impact on the reduction of plastic.
However, at this time, provided our communication with other businesses, and the on-going work of the
Administrative Services Committee, we feel an ordinance such as this is the best option to provide a
measureable impact.

It's important to note that given that many of the small independent shops are probably utilizing bags
that are 2.25 or greater in thickness (such as the boutiques), they will not be impacted as much because
bags of that thickness are excluded. The reason is the 2.25 bags are excluded is because they are
durable and last longer, are more frequently reused and smaller stores use these.

Further, because we are covering the cost of one alternative (paper), small businesses have the
opportunity, for the first time, to recoup the cost of bags at the point of sale. In these cases, things will
not change other than the customer will be made aware of the cost that businesses are already
expending.

Councilor Brown is correct that small independent shops will experience more impact. However these
impacts will be offset by the 5-cent pass-through cost. A program to give away bags to the less affluent
can also offset the impact to this demographic. A rigorous reusable bag give-away program to low
income citizens of Corvallis — where there is a perceived impact — could provide enough reusable bags to
support the under-advantaged community

Unintended Costs

Plastic single-use checkout bags are not “central to the current distribution system.” In recent years, a
growing number of U.S. communities — from 30 townships in Alaska to the Outer Banks of North
Carolina — have introduced some 200 anti-bag measures. Basically while municipalities might have been
cautious, the delay of more communities in adopting bag bans is related to the political and corporate
influence of the plastic industry.

All told, 25 percent of the world's population now lives in areas with bans or fees on plastic bags. We
feel that rather than being on the “bleeding edge” we are behind the curve, especially given the number
of countries outside the U.S. that have passed federal legislation. Some examples are: all of China,
Rawanda, Philippines, Whales, South Africa, and more. There are excellent resources and lessons
learned from policies instituted throughout the United States and the world. For more information see



plasticbaglaws.org. This is a resource for legislative bodies considering laws limiting the use of plastic
bags.

Enforcement Costs

To answer Councilor Brown’s questions regarding enforcement. The expectation is not that the Code
Enforcement Officer is checking all the business, but rather a business may be reported for an infraction
and the CEO will be contacted. The infraction will come with a fee that will pay for the cost of
enforcement. It will be another line-item for the CEO. The CEO does not usually look for code violations,
they listen for complaints. Therefore, the fines will pay for the cost of enforcement.



Corvallis, Oregon 97330
; December 2ed, 2011

PO Box 1083
Corvallis, Oregon 97339

Dear Councilor Brauner:

[ am writing in regard to the proposed ban on plastic bags in retail stores. Similar bans have been
enacted in many places not only in the state of Oregon but throughout the world. These bans
have been highly successful in raising environmental awareness and lessening the amount of
plastic in landfills. Portland and several other Oregon cities have recently initiated such bans
following the state legislators’ failure to initiate a state wide ban.

I would urge you to take action and vote in support of the banning of plastic bags in Corvallis.
This ban will be an enormous benefit to our city and our environment. The ban is something that
I believe will help our city become and environmentally friendly then we already are.

It is my belief that the ban that has been proposed would be highly beneficial to not only
Corvallis but the environment as a whole. Plastic in landfills take ten to twenty years to
decompose, and when you take account of the number bags tossed in to landfills a year, that is
far to long for anything to be sitting around taking up space that simply cannot be spared in our
landfills. Banning plastic bags will decrees the amount of trash in our landfills

Thank you for taking the time to read my letter. I hope that you will consider the points I have
made and the opinion [ have presented.

Sincerely,

Kari Hunter
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Corvallis, OR 97330
December 2, 2011

Counselor Biff Traber
PO Box 1083
Corvallis, OR 97339

Dear Counselor Traber:

Recently, there has been a large movement to protect the environment and raise awareness about
the many different kinds of pollution harming our planet today. One of the most significant
forms of pollution is plastic bag pollution. A typical plastic grocery bag is manufactured from
polyethylene, a byproduct of petroleum and natural gas. These are both nonrenewable resources
that release more greenhouse gases, and the energy used to make about 9 plastic bags is
equivalent to the energy it takes to drive a car more than half a mile. Furthermore, this use of
nonrenewable resources increases dependency on foreign oil.

The Corvallis City Council has sent a proposal for a citywide ban on plastic bags to the
Administrative Services Committee of the City of Corvallis. I ask you, an elected official
representing this community, to support this proposal.

This community has long been supportive of improving environmental health, and this plastic
bag ban will stop damage to the environment and people through plastic bag use. Currently, each
plastic bag costs three to five cents. However, clean up costs for each plastic bag is seventeen
cents, so each taxpayer ends up paying about 88 dollars per year on plastic bags. Without the
plastic bag ban, nonrenewable resources and energy will continue to be wasted on plastic bags.
The plastic bag ban is necessary for a sustainable lifestyle.

Thank you for taking the time to consider and read through this letter.

Sincerely,

Claire Park
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Re: re-revised plastic bag timeline

e To: Mary Steckel <Mary.Steckel@ XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX>

e Subject: Re: re-revised plastic bag timeline

o From: wardl@XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

e Date: Fri, 9 Dec 2011 16:53:17 -0800 (PST)

e Cc: Jim Patterson <Jim.Patterson@xxXXxXXXXXXXXXXXxXxXx>, Ward 8

<Ward8@ XXX XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX>, Ward 6 <Ward6 @ XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX=>
Mary,
Thank you for all of your hard work on the revised single-use plastic

bag outline. 1 also think you gave an excellent report to the committee on
Wednesday. It was very helpful to me in developing a clearer picture on the

intent of staff’s plan. Here is my feedback.

I think the revised calendar meets the needs all concerned. It captures
the intent of Council that the process moves forward in a purposeful manner
while also allowing staff adequate time to develop a good outcome. As you

testified, good outcomes in matters such as these take time. | defer to your
Jjudgment as to how much time is required. Given our fiscally constrained
environment, 1 want to make sure that we develop a plan which will achieve our

goals and that also stands the test of time. In other words, haste makes waste.

The additional dates for committee input nicely address my concerns
regarding any disconnect between the A.S.C. and the ongoing process. 1°d like
to retain those on the calendar.

I concur with the addition of the language stating the intended outcome
of this process as written. In my opinion, “identify options for reducing the
use of single-use plastic bags” is a goal consistent with the intent of the
Council and therefore is a reasonable starting point for discussion with
stakeholders.

The effort which we are undertaking is large and likely to result in a
fundamental change in the lives of citizens and ourselves. It is important. 1
would like to make sure we support an inclusive outreach.

I’m no expert on bags and | expect that there is valuable information
to be gleaned from expertise inside and outside the local community. And 1°m
quite confident that local decision makers have the ability to appropriately,
and without bias, consider and evaluate the merit of stakeholder input.

Limiting inputs doesn’t seem, to me, to be in the spirit of an
effective nor democratic process. An exclusionary process would simply be
unfair and so | ask that we not artificially limit potential participants. 1
support staff’s efforts to develop a balanced internal and external stakeholder
group. Thanks for the opportunity to comment.

Mark O’Brien
City Council President

————— Original Message -----

From: "Mary Steckel"™ <Mary .Stecke I@XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX>

To: "Ward 1" <wardl@XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX>, ‘‘Ward 8"

WA d8@XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX>, “"Ward 6" <WardB@XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX>
Cc: "Jim Patterson™ <Jim.Patterson@xxxxXXXXXXXXXXXXXX>

http://www.ci.corvallis.or.us/council/mail-archive/ward1/msg16176.html 12/12/2011



Re: re-revised plastic bag timeline

Sent: Friday, December 9, 2011 4:25:22 PM
Subject: re-revised plastic bag timeline

Administrative Services Committee members,

In the revised timeline on the plastic bag issue that | sent out this morning,
two changes had been made. One added two more interactions with ASC and the
other altered some of the item descriptions.

Based on a review of notes from the meeting on Wednesday and feedback on the
revised timeline, it is apparent that at the meeting consensus was reached only
on increasing the number of interactions with the Committee. Therefore, the
timeline attached, which will be included with the ASC minutes to Council, only
has the change to the number of meetings with the Committee.

Thank you,
Mary Steckel

e Follow-Ups:
O Re: re-revised plastic bag timeline
m From: Patterson, Jim

e References:
O re-revised plastic bag timeline
m From: Steckel, Mary

e Prev by Date: re-revised plastic bag timeline
e Next by Date: Re: re-revised plastic bag timeline
e Previous by thread: re-revised plastic bag timeline
e Next by thread: Re: re-revised plastic bag timeline
e Index(es):

O Date

O Thread
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Re: re-revised plastic bag timeline

To: Mary Steckel <Mary.Steckel@ XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX>

Subject: Re: re-revised plastic bag timeline

From: ward8@XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

Date: Sat, 10 Dec 2011 10:39:13 -0800 (PST)

Cc: Ward 1 <wardl@XxXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX>, Ward 6 <Ward6 @ XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX >,
Jim Patterson <Jim.Patterson@xXxxXxXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX>

Mary

I very much preferred your initial set of changes to the timeline. | think the first version built on the good work
you brought to the committee and reflected more accurately the sense of the committee discussion related to
timing of meetings as well as the general goal and the type of input being actively sought. | would prefer to see
it in the committee minutes.

I wonder why the change in revisions before seeing any councilor feedback. Your email refers to using
consensus as the guiding principle. While | agree not all of us precisely agreed on all three points, | think the
sense was that we were looking at a ordinance to meet the goal in the original revised timeline. It seems to me
that a new requirement was placed on the results of committee discussions, |.e., explicit consensus short of a
motion and vote, when making the second set of revisions. If that is the case, | guess | learned something
about how to work in committee meetings.

| also preferred the revisions on who we actively include in the discussions. It reflected a goal of actively
including local citizens, businesses and interest groups without inviting in outside organizations. If others want
to join in, | have no desire to exclude them but do not see the value of inviting them.

Thank you for your work and patience with us as we work our way through this difficult topic.
Biff

————— Original Message -----

From: Mary Steckel <Mary.Steckel@XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX>

To: Ward 1 <wardl@xXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX=>, Ward 8 <ward8@XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX=>, Ward
6 <Ward6 @ XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXKXX XXX XXXXX >

Cc: Jim Patterson <Jim.Patterson@XxxXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX=>

Sent: Fri, 09 Dec 2011 16:25:22 -0800 (PST)

Subject: re-revised plastic bag timeline

Administrative Services Committee members,

In the revised timeline on the plastic bag issue that | sent out this morning, two changes had been made. One
added two more interactions with ASC and the other altered some of the item descriptions.

Based on a review of notes from the meeting on Wednesday and feedback on the revised timeline, it is apparent that
at the meeting consensus was reached only on increasing the number of interactions with the Committee.
Therefore, the timeline attached,

which will be included with the ASC minutes to Council, only has the change to the number of meetings with the
Committee.

Thank you,
Mary Steckel

http://www.ci.corvallis.or.us/council/mail-archive/ward1/msg16178.html 12/12/2011
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Re: Single Use Plastic Bag Process Update

To: Mary Steckel <Mary.Steckel@ XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX>

Subject: Re: Single Use Plastic Bag Process Update

From: ward8@XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

Date: Tue, 17 Jan 2012 09:31:07 -0800 (PST)

Cc: Jim Patterson <Jim.Patterson@XxxXXXXXXXXXXXXxxx>, Ward 1

<ward1 @ XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX>, Ward 6 <Ward6 @ XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX>

Mary
Thanks
Biff

----- Original Message -----

From: "Mary Steckel" <Mary.Steckel@XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX>

To: "Ward 8" <ward8@ XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX>

Cc: "Jim Patterson” <Jim.Patterson@XxxXXXXXXXXXxxxxxx>, "Ward 1" <ward1 @ XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX>, “Ward 6"
<Ward6 @ XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXKXXXKXXXXXK>

Sent: Tuesday, January 17, 2012 8:36:40 AM

Subject: RE: Single Use Plastic Bag Process Update

Biff,

1. The scope limits the bags under consideration to carryout bags given at the point of sale, which for the majority
of grocers would be defined as those given at the check-out. The scope does not include produce or deli meat
bags.

2. Yes, under option 1 the fee would also stay with the retailer.

Mary

From: Ward 8

Sent: Monday, January 16, 2012 4:38 PM

To: Steckel, Mary

Cc: Patterson, Jim; Ward 1; Ward 6

Subject: Re: Single Use Plastic Bag Process Update

http://www.ci.corvallis.or.us/council/mail-archive/ward1/msg16336.html 1/17/2012
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Mary
Thank you for the update. | appreciate your keeping us up to date. | had heard a bit about the meeting in a sustainability
coalition meeting and it sounded like multiple participants found it to be a productive meeting.

| do have two clarification questions.

First, does the scope include those single use bags that carry things like produce or deli meats? If so, it is a significant
expansion from what was originally proposed.

Second, does the comment on option 2 "fee stays with retailer" apply to option 1 as well?

Thanks
Biff

----- Original Message -----

From: "Mary Steckel" <Mary.Steckel@ci.corvallis.or.us>

To: "Ward 1" <ward1@council.ci.corvallis.or.us>, "Ward 6" <Ward6@council.ci.corvallis.or.us>, "Ward 8"
<ward8@council.ci.corvallis.or.us>

Cc: "Jim Patterson" <Jim.Patterson@ci.corvallis.or.us>

Sent: Friday, January 13, 2012 12:25:49 PM

Subject: Single Use Plastic Bag Process Update

Administrative Services Committee members,

I wanted to give you a brief update on the single use plastic bag process. Staff met with representatives from the
Sierra Club, the Northwest Grocers Association and the Corvallis Chamber of Commerce on January 10th, in keeping
with your approved timeline. The meeting went very well and all attendees were willing and active participants in
the agenda.

The results of this first in a series of meetings were agreement on the scope (i.e., which plastic bags would be
targeted) and three options to explore more thoroughly in subsequent work sessions:

Scope: Reduce from all retail locations single-use plastic carryout bags that are provided at point of sale and that
are less than 2.25 mils thick.

Options:
Ban on plastic bags with pass-through fee on paper bags (fee to offset cost shift to paper)
Retail pass-through fee on plastic and paper (fee stays with retailer)

Voluntary education of and by retailers about the plastic problem to encourage use of reusable bags.

The next step is a meeting in early February with an expanded group of stakeholders representing a wider portion
of the retail community to flesh out the three options.

http://www.ci.corvallis.or.us/council/mail-archive/ward1/msg16336.html 1/17/2012
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If you have any questions about what's taken place so far, please give me a call.

Mary Steckel

Interim Public Works Director
City of Corvallis

Public Works Department

(541) 766-6916

e References:
O RE: Single Use Plastic Bag Process Update
m From: Steckel, Mary

e Prev by Date: RE: Single Use Plastic Bag Process Update
e Previous by thread: RE: Single Use Plastic Bag Process Update
e Next by thread: LOC Bulletin - January 13 edition
e Index(es):
O Date
O Thread
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From: Steckel, Mary

Sent: Wednesday, February 22,2012 1:28 PM

To: Lovett, Linda; Dybvad, Scott; De Jong, Kris; Steele, Adam
Subject: FW: plastics

additional input...

From: Louie, Kathy

Sent: Wednesday, February 22, 2012 1:22 PM
To: Patterson, Jim; Steckel, Mary

Subject: RE: plastics

FYI ...we will have copies made for ASC this afternoon ...k

Kathy,

If it is not too late for ASC today, please include the below email from Craig Cirello of Cirello's Pizza.
Sorry | forgot to forward this earlier.

Joel

> Date: Fri, 20 Jan 2012 12:34:00 -0800

> From: crai

> To: joelhirsch

> Subject: Re: plastics

>

> Joel, Here's my 2 cents. Since there are 2 sides to the coin. My vote

> is to eliminate plastics. Corvallis/ Benton County leans toward

> 'green’. Eliminating plastic bags fits the image well. The sides of

> the coin can be debated until the cows come home. Choosing what appears
> to be the green side fits the communities M. O. So my vote goes to be
> the green side. This stems from Corvallis being progressive and merges
> well with the direction a lot of caring folks in town are working

> toward. | understand there are a lot of folks who wouldn't like it and

> would be disgusted with the choice. But I feel the shoe fits us in this

> decision.

>

> All that said.......... good luck with your decision. | know you put a

> |ot of educated thought into such matters. Whatever you decide I'll

> respect your choice. Cirello

file://L:\Common\Sustainability\City Council\Plastic Bag Ordinance\Public ... 4/12/2012
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January 2012

Mayor Julie Manning and Corvallis City Council
501 SW Madison Ave. PO Box 1083
Corvallis, OR 97339-1083

RE:  Corvallis Ordinance: “Encourage Reusable Bags and Ban Single-Use Plastic Carryout Bags”

We, the undersigned business in Corvallis support and urge the Corvallis City Council to
pass an Ordinance that promotes the use of reusable bags, bans plastic checkout bags
and requires retailers to charge for paper checkout bags. Such a policy is needed to
reduce waste and encourage people to shop with reusable bags.

Single-use plastic bags represent one of the greatest environmental catastrophes of our
generation. Around 100 billion petroleum-based plastic checkout bags are used each
year in the United States, requiring an estimated 12 million barrels of oil each year.
Sadly, less than 5% of these bags are recycled each year and cities, counties, and non-
profit organizations must pay millions of dollars each year to clean up plastic litter.

Further, it is estimated that 60—80% of all debris in the ocean is plastic. Plastics take
hundreds of years to break down at sea and most types never truly biodegrade. As a
result, marine animals often get entangled in the debris or mistake it for food.

Many other cities, such as Portland and Seattle, and countries throughout the world
have taken similar action to eliminate plastic checkout bags and promote the use of
reusable bags. It is now time for Oregon to demonstrate similar leadership in support of
a sustainable future for all people and our natural environment.

Sincerely,

{;%ﬁ o % i ‘%%’& R
Name (CEO or owner): . \ﬁggfx OO ix e

i ) . - (
Business: oo lien L’? é»gié,’%i;w C@&ﬁw
Address: Il q SUD 2o g‘}\
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From: Steckel, Mary

Sent: Tuesday, February 21, 2012 9:30 AM

To: Lovett, Linda; De Jong, Kris; Dybvad, Scott; Steele, Adam

Subject: FW: Hilex Poly

Attachments: 2011-2- Life Cycle Assessment of Supermarket.pdf; 2011- Life Cycle Assessment

Plastic Bags in CA- Cal-State Chico.pdf; 2011- Beacon Hill-DCBagTaxStudy.pdf;
2010- Potential for Cross Contamination by Reusable Bags- UAZ.PDF; 2011-2-
1- Study finds DC bag tax inneffective- Gleason.docx; 2011-2-22- Editorial-
Myths shroud plastic bags.docx; Oregon - Garbage Patch article.docx;
Recycling-of-Plastic-Bags-and-Wraps-Climbs-50-in-Five-Years.pdf

fyi...

From: Mark O'Brien [mailto:elect.obrien || G
Sent: Monday, February 20, 2012 11:19 AM

To: Patterson, Jim; Steckel, Mary
Subject: Fwd: Hilex Poly

---------- Forwarded message ----------

From: Mark Daniels <Mark.Daniels@hilexpoly.com>
Date: Mon, Feb 20, 2012 at 10:22 AM

Subject: Hilex Poly

To: "elect.obrien

Cc: "Greg Peden (GregP <GregP

Mark,

Thank you for the discussion this morning regarding the proposed plastic bag ordinance being
considered in Corvallis.

| have copied Greg Peden with Gallatin Public Relations who has worked with Hilex on the
plastic bag issue in Oregon. I will ask Greg if he can be available to attend Wednesdays 4:00 PM
stakeholder meeting.

Plastic bags are consumers’ top choice because of their low cost and convenience, both at the
store and around the house where 9 out of 10 consumers re-use their plastic bags as bin liners or
for picking up after pets. Further, because plastic bags are 100% recyclable, sanitary and require
less energy to manufacture than the alternatives, they’re also a consumer’s most
environmentally-friendly and safe option.

The intellectual argument around the issue to recycle versus ban plastic bags extends across party
lines as it affects every consumers’ choice at the checkout counter. Given this, we feel that the
debate so far has been a false dichotomy of "environment vs. industry” leading to misinformation
and policy absent reason.

A few examples of the misinformation: plastic bags are a derivative of USA natural gas — not
foreign oil. “Reusable bags” are, in fact non-woven polypropylene made from foreign oil and the
vast majority imported from China (over 2 billion in just the past few years). The marine life
issue is noted below — however it should be stated that government agencies such as NOAA

file://L:\Common\Sustainability\City Council\Plastic Bag Ordinance\Public ... 4/11/2012


dybvads
Highlight

dybvads
Highlight

dybvads
Highlight

dybvads
Highlight


Page 2 of 4

highlight that discarded fishing gear and nets are most responsible for marine life damage — not
plastic retail carry-out bags. Surfrider Foundation stated in a letter that Corvallis uses over 22
million plastic bags — this is an overstatement by ~20% and they never discuss the reuse of these
bags for home convenience. Recycling rates for plastic bags and wraps has increased by 50% in
just the past 5 years (press release attached)

Our focus is on encouraging fact-based decision-making that evaluates the unintended
consequences; considering the 10,000+ direct employees of this growing, green American
manufacturing industry; asking whether or not it is right to impose a tax on people that can’t
afford it; and limiting the government’s role in picking winners and losers when our elected
officials have much larger issues on which they should focus. According to a poll taken at the
Dorchester conference on whether Oregon should ban plastic bags and charge a 5-cent tax for
each paper bag, as proposed in Oregon Senate Bill 536, 92% of the 600 Dorchester attendees
said no. This stunning rejection shows us that when the facts are reviewed, bans don’t make
sense for the economy or the environment.

We hope the information in this email is helpful to you as the City Council frames up the issue.

With regard to the enclosed materials and links, all studies and findings are from government
agencies and/or independent groups. Here is an overview:

e Life Cycle Assessment of Supermarket Carrier Bags was completed by the British
Environmental Protection Agency and reveals that paper, LDPE, non-woven PP and cotton bags
should be reused at least 3, 4,11 and 131 times respectively to ensure that they have lower global
warming potential than conventional HDPE carrier bags that are not reused. If plastic bags are
reused, obviously the environmental benefits grow.

o This report is both attached and linked here: http://www.environment-
agency.qgov.uk/static/documents/Research/Carrier Bags final 18-02-11.pdf

e Life Cycle Assessment of Reusable and Single-use Plastic Bags in California was
completed by the California State University at Chico and parallels the above-listed British
study. While it uses a per bag approach, it doesn’t account for the large volume of imported
reusables that are not likely reused. A system-approach would likely place environmental burden
of unused reusable bags on those that are used, which would likely require a substantially larger
number of reused bags to achieve LCA balance.

O This report is both attached and linked here:
http://keepcabeautiful.org/pdfs/lca plastic bags.pdf

e The Impact of Bill 18-150 on the Economy of Washington, D.C. was completed by the
Beacon Hill Institute and outlines the negative impact of Washington D.C.’s nickel bag tax. One
of the problems with the bag tax is it’s regressive nature. Regressive taxes usually favor wealthy
individuals because they will pay less of a percentage of their income in taxes and receive the
same benefits as lower-income individuals. “Low-income residents of D.C., who have limited
transportation options to avoid the tax, will be harmed the most by the Bag Tax. As with all sales
taxes, bag taxes are regressive. Low-income residents are forced to pay the tax or purchase
reusable bags.” (taken directly out of the Beacon Hill study, p. 2 paragraph 3)

file://L:\Common\Sustainability\City Council\Plastic Bag Ordinance\Public ... 4/11/2012
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O This report is both attached and linked here:
http://www.atr.org/files/files/DCBagTaxStudy.pdf

e Assessment of the Potential for Cross Contamination of Food Products by Reusable
Shopping Bags was completed by the University of Arizona and illustrates the prevalence of
cross contamination in reusable shopping bags. Results indicate that reusable bags can play a
significant role in the cross contamination of foods if not properly washed on a regular basis. It is
recommended that the public needs to be educated about the proper care of reusable bags by
printed instructions on the bags or through public service announcements.

o This report is both attached and linked here:
http://uanews.org/pdfs/GerbaWilliamsSinclair BagContamination.pdf

e Pronouncements of 100,000 marine animals being Kkilled annually by plastics are
unsubstantiated by scientific research. The National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA) found “no information to support this statement.” NOAA explains that
“an erroneous statement attributing these figures to plastic bags was published in a 2002 report
published by the Australian Government; it was corrected in 2006.

o http://marinedebris.noaa.gov/info/plastic.html#4

e Assessment of the oceanic “garbage patch” reveals significant exaggeration. According
to researchers from Oregon State University “claims that the “Great Garbage Patch” between
California and Japan is twice the size of Texas are grossly exaggerated.” Further, they’ve stated,
“it is a common misperception that you can see or quantify plastic from space. There are no
tropical plastic islands out there and, in fact, most of the plastic isn’t even visible from the deck
of a boat.”

e Contact: Angel White
awhite@coas.oregonstate.edu
541-737-6397

Oregon State University

o http://oregonstate.edu/urm/ncs/archives/2011/jan/oceanic-%E2%80%
9Cgarbage-patch%E2%80%9D-not-nearly-big-portrayed-media

e Plastic retail bag litter is fractional and bans/taxes do not reduce plastic in the
environment. In 2007, plastic retail bags were .60% of total large litter in a San Francisco audit.
In 2008, one year after the city banned plastic shopping bags, their percentage of all litter rose
to .64%.

o http://www.sfenvironment.org/downloads/library/2008 litter audit.pdf

In addition to the studies, I’ve also attached two media pieces. The first is an op-ed which
discusses the ineffective nature of the Washington, D.C. bag tax, and the second, is an editorial
confronting various myths surrounding plastic bags in Oregon.

e  Washington Examiner: http://washingtonexaminer.com/opinion/op-eds/2011/02/study-finds-
dc-bag-tax-ineffective

file://L:\Common\Sustainability\City Council\Plastic Bag Ordinance\Public ... 4/11/2012
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e Democrat Herald: http://www.democratherald.com/news/opinion/editorial/article 3f3e3ada-
3e25-11e0-9602-001cc4c03286.html

Please let me know if we can provide you any additional information or background,

Mok

Mark T. Daniels

VP Sustainability & Environmental Policy
Hilex Poly Co.

Cell: 972-921-1338

This e-mail message and all documents which accompany it are intended only for the use of the
individual or entity to which addressed, and may contain privileged or confidential information.
Any unauthorized disclosure or distribution of this e-mail message is prohibited. If you have
received this e-mail message in error, please notify the sender and delete this from all computers.

"All you need for a happy life is good health and a bad memory" David Feherty

file://L:\Common\Sustainability\City Council\Plastic Bag Ordinance\Public ... 4/11/2012



Dan,

My name is John Malosh, and | am the Facilities Coordinator for the OSU Beaver Store (Oregon
State University Bookstore) on campus. | am contacting you regarding the proposed Corvallis
bag ban. Speaking on behalf of our company, the proposed bag ban as currently written would
be extremely detrimental to our ability to serve our customers, and would negatively impact
the on-campus experience of OSU's many students, faculty, staff, and visitors.

We currently provide our customers with three bag alternatives: 1) no bag necessary 2) a
reusable fabric-style bag (Chico bag) that a customer can purchase for $3 (well below our $4
cost), and 3) a free reusable plastic bag (heavy @ 1.75 to 2.5 mil, made from up to 40% recycled
material). Our plastic bags are not only made of recycled material, but are also recyclable and
reusable themselves.

Most often, our customers choose the free reusable plastic bag because they need to protect
purchases such as textbooks, art and paper supplies, electronics, and clothing from the
elements as they walk from our store to other parts of campus. Unlike many other retailers, our
typical customer is a pedestrian that walks a good distance with their purchased items. From
students walking across campus back to their dorm, to visiting Beaver fans taking their game-
day purchases over to a rainy stadium, our customers have an expectation that we will provide
them a bag that can protect their vulnerable items. If we fail to meet that expectation, some
customers will choose not to buy from us, or will remember the bad experience and instead
make future purchases online (shipped in boxes) or before visiting Corvallis. As a nonprofit
organization serving students, any revenue lost for this reason would directly impact our ability
to keep the already high price of course materials down. '

If you have the time | would be happy to discuss our situation in more detail and show you the
different bag types we offer.

Sincerely,

John Malosh | Facilities Coordinator
541.737.0052 johnm@osubeaverstore.com

ZBEAVER£&STORE

Oregon State University Boakstore

PO Box 489 Corvallis Oregon 97339
541-737-4323 1-800-595-0357 OSUBEAVERSTORE.COM
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<web=>Plastic bag ban...

To: wardL@XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
Subject: <web>Plastic bag ban...

From: orstater@xxxxxxxxx

Date: Wed, 22 Feb 2012 14:29:58 -0800
Reply-to: <orstater@xxxxXxXxXxxx=>

This is an inquiry e-mail via Contact Us form:
Richard
orstater@xXXXXXXXXX

prefer phone contact: no

As a longtime citizen of Corvallis, graduate of Oregon State University, and
working citizen of Corvallis, I"m asking that the city keep it"s business to
running the city and NOT regulating what we as citizen"s use to carry out
groceries home in or with. 1 am tired of different cities regulating whether
we use paper, cloth, or plastic bags it really isn"t any of your business or
concern! I personally like using and REUSING and REUSING, and REUSING, the
plastic bags 1 get from the grocery store. They hold up better going from the
store to my car then to my house without falling apart during the process. |1
DO NOT believe it"s city or national governments responsibility to regulate my
decision of using a plastic bag or not! Get OUT of our daily lives and do the
job that we as citizens elected you to do!
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Re: plastic bags etc

To: corvallismatters@xxxxxxx

Subject: Re: plastic bags etc

From: "Mark O'Brien" <wardl@XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX=>

Date: Wed, 22 Feb 2012 22:53:38 -0800 (PST)

Cc: "Dan Brown" <ward4@ XxXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX>, "Jim Patterson"
<Jim.Patterson@xxxxXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX>>

Louise,

Thanks for the feedback. 1 am often intrigued by your unique and
refreshing perspective. So far as the personhood initiative goes, 1°d say
the Council action was pretty rash. Council elected to take the initiative
out of the hands of the petitioner without a clear understanding of the
financial costs nor practical consequences. Council also provided no
assurance that they would see the measure through. Regardless of the
outcome of the Advisory Question vote, it is certain to have virtually no
measurable effect on the current national political paradigm.

Regarding a bag ban, 1 feel as though a ban should be the alternative of
last resort. Bans strike me as an intellectually lazy way to address a
question of common interest in a city such as Corvallis. Corvallis is a
wonderful place and 1 think folks sometimes fail to recognize how far
ahead we are of the nation in terms of environmental, social and economic
sustainability knowledge and action. At the same time, based on our size
and the need to address much more pedestrian issues(such as our budget) 1
believe that it is unwise to be engaging global issues out on the
"bleeding edge".

Sincerely,
Mark O"Brien

I did agree with the city council decision on giving the proposed plastic
bag ban to the administrative services committee. That is what 1 expected
the council to do back in November. I do not completely agree with the
ordinance as suggested. | think options need to be considered. No matter
what the staff brings to the ASC and council there will be tons of
testimony towards the end when people finally realize how the issue will
impact them.

I get very upset with city council wasting time on national issues. Over
the last several years there have been at least two times when I was so

frustrated with people bringing national issues to the council. One was

the Earth First Charter and one was opposition to war or something like

that. 1 felt that the council had so many important local issues to deal
with the long debate about those endorsements was wrong.

That was why I was so surprised when the council quickly approved support
for the personhood for corporations/ Super PAC issue. But, you didn"t
waste much time on it at all and got it out of the way. And, it didn"t

http://www.ci.corvallis.or.us/council/mail-archive/ward1/msg16561.html 3/13/2012
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cost anything. Good solution!

Louise Marquering
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plastic bags etc

To: wardl@xxXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
Subject: plastic bags etc

From: corvallismatters@xxxxxxx

Date: Thu, 23 Feb 2012 01:09:37 -0500 (EST)

Hi Mark!

| did agree with the city council decision on giving the proposed plastic bag ban to the
administrative services committee. That is what | expected the council to do back in
November. | do_not completelty agree with the ordinance as suggested. | think options
need to be considered. No matter'what the staff brings to the ASC and council there will
be ton?t%f testimony towards the end when people finally realize how the issue will
impact them.

| get very upset with city council wasting time on national issues. Qver the last several
years there have been af least two times when | was so frustrated with people bringing
national issues to the council. One was the Earth First Charter and one was opposition
to war or something like that. I felt that the council had so many important local issues
to deal with the long debate about those endorsements was wrong.

That was why | was so surprised when the council quickly approved support for the
personhood for corporations/ Super PAC issue. But, you didn't waste much time on it at
all and got it out of the way. And, it didn't cost anything. Good solution!

Louise Marquering
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<web>=Proposed Paper Bag Tax

To: Mayor@XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
Subject: <web>Proposed Paper Bag Tax
From:
Date: Mon, 27 Feb 2012 13:02:46 -0800
Reply-to: <allan_huffaker@xXXxXXXXXXXXX>

allan__huffaker@XxxXxXxXXXXXXX

them away.

This is an inquiry e-mail via Contact Us form:
Allan Huffaker
al lan_huffake r@xxxxxxxXxxxx

prefer phone contact: no

1 wanted to comment on the proposed paper bag tax and plastic bag ban.

I am opposed to a ban on plastic shopping bags. | also oppose any tax on paper
shopping bags. I would support recycling these bags or paying some sort of a
deposit fee.

1 expect retailers to provide full service customer care when I make a
purchase. This includes providing free bags for me to transport my purchases.

Albany has Costco, Wal Mart, Sears, Target, BiMart, Fred Meyer Superstore,
Kohls, Old Navy, Home Depot, Coastal Farm and Safeway. AlIl of which offer wide
selections, competitive pricing and are willing to provide free boxes or bags
for their customers purchases.

Its all about service, selection and pricing.
Corvallis needs to come up with ways to attract people to shop here, not drive
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Represent Corvallis Residents and Ban the Bag!

To: wardL@XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

Subject: Represent Corvallis Residents and Ban the Bag!
From: Debra Higbee-Sudyka <dwhigbe@xxxxxxxx>
Date: Tue, 28 Feb 2012 23:19:43 -0500 (EST)
Reply-to: dwhigbe@xxxxxxxx

I write to express my strong support of the council®s original request of the
Administrative Services Committee to develop a plan to reduce the use of
plastic checkout bags in the city of Corvallis. A policy that would prohibit
single-use plastic checkout bags at retail establishments throughout the City
is the most effective means of reaching this goal which I strongly support.

As a local resident, I am extremely concerned with the inclusion of private
corporate interest in the discussions of this issue that aren®t even from our
state, more or less the City of Corvallis. As an individual and concerned
citizen, | don"t have the luxury that corporate interests have of hiring a PR
firm to expend millions of dollars on influence, such as the many ads 1"ve seen
purchased on Facebook, online and social networks. We elected this body of
Council to represent people like myself, local residents that contribute to the
economy and services of our local community and we expect to be represented
fairly.

The economic and natural resource impacts of single-use bag pollution in inland
and coastal communities throughout the state is alarming, yet eliminating this
simple luxury of convenience can be a positive and simple step in
sustainability. 1"m also reminded of our state®s historical leadership in being
stewards of Oregon jobs and the environment through such acts as the Beach Bill
and the Bottle Bill. Today, we are again presented with such an opportunity to
be leaders by eliminating single-use plastic bags and | ask for your support on
a local effort to ban plastic bags and keep the goal of "reducing the use"
within a local context, not one of corporate interests. A vote against a
plastic bag ban is to support out of state businesses over ensuring Oregonians
retain jobs, clean beaches and the environment that makes our state a leader.

Oregonians use an estimated 1.7 billion single-use plastic bags every year.

The state spends millions annually to clean up and landfill these littered
bags, and millions of dollars are also spent by local governments to clean
littered streets and waterways.

We can no longer recycle our way out of this problem. In fact, there are no
plastic bags manufactured or recycling facilities in the state of Oregon.
Despite efforts to expand recycling programs, less than 5% of plastic grocery
bags (HDPE) are currently being recycled. The bags themselves present a problem
for Oregon recyclers, entangling sorting machines accounting for up to 20% of
their overhead costs

The rest of these bags end up in our landfills or as litter, clogging
stormdrain systems, and making their way to our waterways and ocean. It is
estimated that 60-80% of all marine debris, and 90% of floating debris is

http://www.ci.corvallis.or.us/council/mail-archive/ward1/msg16625.html 3/13/2012



Represent Corvallis Residents and Ban the Bag! Page 2 of 2

plastic, mostly originating from land-based sources. Plastic lasts for
hundreds of years in our environment and may never biodegrade in the ocean. As
a result, they pose a persistent threat to wildlife. Each year, an estimated 1
million seabirds and 100,000 marine mammals die as a result of eating or being
strangled by plastic and other marine debris.

Do the right thing and represent our local interests with this small, yet
positive step towards sustainability in Corvallis - ban the bag!

Debra Higbee-Sudyka
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e Prev by Date: RE: <web>Web Request
e Next by Date: Fwd: Letter of invite and support
e Previous by thread: FYI: Sharing this unsolicited email | received yesterday
e Next by thread: Represent Corvallis Residents and Ban the Bag!
e Index(es):
O Date
O Thread

Appropriate Use Policy | Privacy Policy | Contact Webmaster | Electronic Subscription
Service

Select Language x| 501 SW Madison Ave. PO Box 1083 Corvallis, OR 97339-1083 ph: 541-766-6900 Fax:

Poweredby __ Translate 541-766-6936

Copyright © 2010 City of Corvallis

http://www.ci.corvallis.or.us/council/mail-archive/ward1/msg16625.html 3/13/2012


dybvads
Highlight


Represent Corvallis Residents and Defeat the Bag Ban.

Page 1 of 1

Home | About Corvallis | Find It A-Z | Departments | Services | Calendar | Contact Us

|site search

Welcome to the official web site of the City of Corvallis, Oregon

[Date Prev][Date Next][Thread Prev][Thread Next][Date Index][Thread Index]

Represent Corvallis Residents and Defeat the Bag Ban.

To: wardL@XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

Subject: Represent Corvallis Residents and Defeat the Bag Ban.
From: John Park <jpark714@XXXXXXXXX>

Date: Wed, 29 Feb 2012 14:32:23 -0500 (EST)

Reply-to: jpark714@xXxXXXXXXXX

Unlike the other "lemmings® sending in a form letter, | write to express my own
opinions.

Others have mentioned that Market of Choice does not use plastics bag. 1 say
"Bravo" to Market of Choice, but I am also amused by the irony of those that
want to eliminate that choice from both businesses and consumers. My family
uses reusable grocery bags whenever possible, but we also find multiple uses
for both plastic and paper shopping bags. Stewardship of our planet should come
from a personal desire, not through legislation.

1 also applaud the Administrative Services committee for including multiple
viewpoints in their fact finding. Just because someone is from out of town or
makes a living producing a product doesn®"t make them evil.

Please take your time to carefully consider all points of view and don"t be
swayed simply by the volume of pre-written emails sent from the Surfrider
Foundation (http://t.co/m8ZN46pa) .

Thanks for your efforts, but please make sure you work on your stated city
council priorities, which don"t include frivolous items such as banning
products or spending money on a “"Move to Amend”.

John Park

orvallls,
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Represent Corvallis Residents and Ban the Bag!

To: ward1@XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

Subject: Represent Corvallis Residents and Ban the Bag!
From: Brandon Goldner <benefit1970@XXXXXXXXX>
Date: Wed, 29 Feb 2012 01:26:14 -0500 (EST)
Reply-to: benefit1970@xXXXXXXXXX

I write to express my strong support of the council®s original request of the
Administrative Services Committee to develop a plan to reduce the use of
plastic checkout bags in the city of Corvallis. A policy that would prohibit
single-use plastic checkout bags at retail establishments throughout the City
is the most effective means of reaching this goal which I strongly support.

I want to keep this short, so I will simply say that | appreciate your work for
the community.

Thank you,
-Brandon Goldner
orvallis,

Brandon Goldner
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Represent Corvallis Residents and Ban the Bag!

To: wardL@XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

Subject: Represent Corvallis Residents and Ban the Bag!
From: Kayla Johnston <johkayO3@XXXXXXXXX>

Date: Wed, 29 Feb 2012 01:37:12 -0500 (EST)
Reply-to: johkay03@XxXXXXXXXXX

I write to express my strong support of the council®s original request of the
Administrative Services Committee to develop a plan to reduce the use of
plastic checkout bags in the city of Corvallis. A policy that would prohibit
single-use plastic checkout bags at retail establishments throughout the City
is the most effective means of reaching this goal which I strongly support.

As a local resident, I am extremely concerned with the inclusion of private
corporate interest in the discussions of this issue that aren®"t even from our
state, more or less the City of Corvallis. As an individual and concerned
citizen, | don"t have the luxury that corporate interests have of hiring a PR
firm to expend millions of dollars on influence, such as the many ads 1"ve seen
purchased on Facebook, online and social networks. We elected this body of
Council to represent people like myself, local residents that contribute to the
economy and services of our local community and we expect to be represented
fairly.

The economic and natural resource impacts of single-use bag pollution in inland
and coastal communities throughout the state is alarming, yet eliminating this
simple luxury of convenience can be a positive and simple step in
sustainability. 1"m also reminded of our state®s historical leadership in being
stewards of Oregon jobs and the environment through such acts as the Beach Bill
and the Bottle Bill. Today, we are again presented with such an opportunity to
be leaders by eliminating single-use plastic bags and | ask for your support on
a local effort to ban plastic bags and keep the goal of "reducing the use"
within a local context, not one of corporate interests. A vote against a
plastic bag ban is to support out of state businesses over ensuring Oregonians
retain jobs, clean beaches and the environment that makes our state a leader.

Oregonians use an estimated 1.7 billion single-use plastic bags every year.

The state spends millions annually to clean up and landfill these littered
bags, and millions of dollars are also spent by local governments to clean
littered streets and waterways.

We can no longer recycle our way out of this problem. In fact, there are no
plastic bags manufactured or recycling facilities in the state of Oregon.
Despite efforts to expand recycling programs, less than 5% of plastic grocery
bags (HDPE) are currently being recycled. The bags themselves present a problem
for Oregon recyclers, entangling sorting machines accounting for up to 20% of
their overhead costs

The rest of these bags end up in our landfills or as litter, clogging
stormdrain systems, and making their way to our waterways and ocean. It is
estimated that 60-80% of all marine debris, and 90% of floating debris is
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plastic, mostly originating from land-based sources. Plastic lasts for
hundreds of years in our environment and may never biodegrade in the ocean. As
a result, they pose a persistent threat to wildlife. Each year, an estimated 1
million seabirds and 100,000 marine mammals die as a result of eating or being
strangled by plastic and other marine debris.

Do the right thing and represent our local interests with this small, yet
positive step towards sustainability in Corvallis - ban the bag!

Kayla Johnston
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Represent Corvallis Residents and Ban the Bag!

To: wardl@XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXKXXXXXXXXXX

Subject: Represent Corvallis Residents and Ban the Bag!
From: Eric Coker <escoker@xxxXXXXXxXx=>

Date: Wed, 29 Feb 2012 01:56:54 -0500 (EST)
Reply-to: escoker@xxXxxXXXxXx

I write to express my strong support of the council®s original request of the
Administrative Services Committee to develop a plan to reduce the use of
plastic checkout bags in the city of Corvallis. A policy that would prohibit
single-use plastic checkout bags at retail establishments throughout the City
is the most effective means of reaching this goal which I strongly support.

As a local resident, I am extremely concerned with the inclusion of private
corporate interest in the discussions of this issue that aren®t even from our
state, more or less the City of Corvallis. As an individual and concerned
citizen, | don"t have the luxury that corporate interests have of hiring a PR
firm to expend millions of dollars on influence, such as the many ads 1"ve seen
purchased on Facebook, online and social networks. We elected this body of
Council to represent people like myself, local residents that contribute to the
economy and services of our local community and we expect to be represented
fairly.

The economic and natural resource impacts of single-use bag pollution in inland
and coastal communities throughout the state is alarming, yet eliminating this
simple luxury of convenience can be a positive and simple step in
sustainability. 1"m also reminded of our state®s historical leadership in being
stewards of Oregon jobs and the environment through such acts as the Beach Bill
and the Bottle Bill. Today, we are again presented with such an opportunity to
be leaders by eliminating single-use plastic bags and | ask for your support on
a local effort to ban plastic bags and keep the goal of "reducing the use"
within a local context, not one of corporate interests. A vote against a
plastic bag ban is to support out of state businesses over ensuring Oregonians
retain jobs, clean beaches and the environment that makes our state a leader.

Oregonians use an estimated 1.7 billion single-use plastic bags every year.

The state spends millions annually to clean up and landfill these littered
bags, and millions of dollars are also spent by local governments to clean
littered streets and waterways.

We can no longer recycle our way out of this problem. In fact, there are no
plastic bags manufactured or recycling facilities in the state of Oregon.
Despite efforts to expand recycling programs, less than 5% of plastic grocery
bags (HDPE) are currently being recycled. The bags themselves present a problem
for Oregon recyclers, entangling sorting machines accounting for up to 20% of
their overhead costs

The rest of these bags end up in our landfills or as litter, clogging
stormdrain systems, and making their way to our waterways and ocean. It is
estimated that 60-80% of all marine debris, and 90% of floating debris is
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plastic, mostly originating from land-based sources. Plastic lasts for
hundreds of years in our environment and may never biodegrade in the ocean. As
a result, they pose a persistent threat to wildlife. Each year, an estimated 1
million seabirds and 100,000 marine mammals die as a result of eating or being
strangled by plastic and other marine debris.

Do the right thing and represent our local interests with this small, yet
positive step towards sustainability in Corvallis - ban the bag!

Eric Coker
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Represent Corvallis Residents and Ban the Bag!

To: wardL@XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

Subject: Represent Corvallis Residents and Ban the Bag!
From: George Hutchinson <geothegreen47@xxXXXXXXXX>
Date: Wed, 29 Feb 2012 02:36:15 -0500 (EST)
Reply-to: geothegreen47@xxxXxXxXxXxxx

I write to express my strong support of the council®s original request of the
Administrative Services Committee to develop a plan to reduce the use of
plastic checkout bags in the city of Corvallis. A policy that would prohibit
single-use plastic checkout bags at retail establishments throughout the City
is the most effective means of reaching this goal which I strongly support.

As a local resident, I am extremely concerned with the inclusion of private
corporate interest in the discussions of this issue that aren®t even from our
state, more or less the City of Corvallis. As an individual and concerned
citizen, | don"t have the luxury that corporate interests have of hiring a PR
firm to expend millions of dollars on influence, such as the many ads 1"ve seen
purchased on Facebook, online and social networks. We elected this body of
Council to represent people like myself, local residents that contribute to the
economy and services of our local community and we expect to be represented
fairly.

The economic and natural resource impacts of single-use bag pollution in inland
and coastal communities throughout the state is alarming, yet eliminating this
simple luxury of convenience can be a positive and simple step in
sustainability. 1"m also reminded of our state®s historical leadership in being
stewards of Oregon jobs and the environment through such acts as the Beach Bill
and the Bottle Bill. Today, we are again presented with such an opportunity to
be leaders by eliminating single-use plastic bags and | ask for your support on
a local effort to ban plastic bags and keep the goal of "reducing the use"
within a local context, not one of corporate interests. A vote against a
plastic bag ban is to support out of state businesses over ensuring Oregonians
retain jobs, clean beaches and the environment that makes our state a leader.

Oregonians use an estimated 1.7 billion single-use plastic bags every year.

The state spends millions annually to clean up and landfill these littered
bags, and millions of dollars are also spent by local governments to clean
littered streets and waterways.

We can no longer recycle our way out of this problem. In fact, there are no
plastic bags manufactured or recycling facilities in the state of Oregon.
Despite efforts to expand recycling programs, less than 5% of plastic grocery
bags (HDPE) are currently being recycled. The bags themselves present a problem
for Oregon recyclers, entangling sorting machines accounting for up to 20% of
their overhead costs

The rest of these bags end up in our landfills or as litter, clogging
stormdrain systems, and making their way to our waterways and ocean. It is
estimated that 60-80% of all marine debris, and 90% of floating debris is
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plastic, mostly originating from land-based sources. Plastic lasts for
hundreds of years in our environment and may never biodegrade in the ocean. As
a result, they pose a persistent threat to wildlife. Each year, an estimated 1
million seabirds and 100,000 marine mammals die as a result of eating or being
strangled by plastic and other marine debris.

Do the right thing and represent our local interests with this small, yet
positive step towards sustainability in Corvallis - ban the bag!

George Hutchinson
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Represent Corvallis Residents and Ban the Bag!

To: wardL@XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

Subject: Represent Corvallis Residents and Ban the Bag!
From: Courtney Childs <courtneychi@xxxxXxXxxxx=>

Date: Wed, 29 Feb 2012 09:22:02 -0500 (EST)
Reply-to: courtneychi@xXxXxxXxXxxxx

I write to express my strong support of the council®s original request of the
Administrative Services Committee to develop a plan to reduce the use of
plastic checkout bags in the city of Corvallis. A policy that would prohibit
single-use plastic checkout bags at retail establishments throughout the City
is the most effective means of reaching this goal which I strongly support.

As a local resident, I am extremely concerned with the inclusion of private
corporate interest in the discussions of this issue that aren®"t even from our
state, more or less the City of Corvallis. As an individual and concerned
citizen, | don"t have the luxury that corporate interests have of hiring a PR
firm to expend millions of dollars on influence, such as the many ads 1"ve seen
purchased on Facebook, online and social networks. We elected this body of
Council to represent people like myself, local residents that contribute to the
economy and services of our local community and we expect to be represented
fairly.

The economic and natural resource impacts of single-use bag pollution in inland
and coastal communities throughout the state is alarming, yet eliminating this
simple luxury of convenience can be a positive and simple step in
sustainability. 1"m also reminded of our state®s historical leadership in being
stewards of Oregon jobs and the environment through such acts as the Beach Bill
and the Bottle Bill. Today, we are again presented with such an opportunity to
be leaders by eliminating single-use plastic bags and | ask for your support on
a local effort to ban plastic bags and keep the goal of "reducing the use"
within a local context, not one of corporate interests. A vote against a
plastic bag ban is to support out of state businesses over ensuring Oregonians
retain jobs, clean beaches and the environment that makes our state a leader.

Oregonians use an estimated 1.7 billion single-use plastic bags every year.

The state spends millions annually to clean up and landfill these littered
bags, and millions of dollars are also spent by local governments to clean
littered streets and waterways.

We can no longer recycle our way out of this problem. In fact, there are no
plastic bags manufactured or recycling facilities in the state of Oregon.
Despite efforts to expand recycling programs, less than 5% of plastic grocery
bags (HDPE) are currently being recycled. The bags themselves present a problem
for Oregon recyclers, entangling sorting machines accounting for up to 20% of
their overhead costs

The rest of these bags end up in our landfills or as litter, clogging
stormdrain systems, and making their way to our waterways and ocean. It is
estimated that 60-80% of all marine debris, and 90% of floating debris is
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plastic, mostly originating from land-based sources. Plastic lasts for
hundreds of years in our environment and may never biodegrade in the ocean. As
a result, they pose a persistent threat to wildlife. Each year, an estimated 1
million seabirds and 100,000 marine mammals die as a result of eating or being
strangled by plastic and other marine debris.

Do the right thing and represent our local interests with this small, yet
positive step towards sustainability in Corvallis - ban the bag!

Courtney Childs
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Represent Corvallis Residents and Ban the Bag!

To: wardl@XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXKXXXXXXXXXX

Subject: Represent Corvallis Residents and Ban the Bag!
From: Anne Schuster <schustea@XXXXxXxXxXx>

Date: Wed, 29 Feb 2012 09:27:49 -0500 (EST)
Reply-to: schustea@Xxxxxxxxx

I absolutely agree with the sentiments in this letter. Let"s do the rational
thing! Anne

I write to express my strong support of the council®s original request of the
Administrative Services Committee to develop a plan to reduce the use of
plastic checkout bags in the city of Corvallis. A policy that would prohibit
single-use plastic checkout bags at retail establishments throughout the City
is the most effective means of reaching this goal which I strongly support.

As a local resident, I am extremely concerned with the inclusion of private
corporate interest in the discussions of this issue that aren"t even from our
state, more or less the City of Corvallis. As an individual and concerned
citizen, | don"t have the luxury that corporate interests have of hiring a PR
firm to expend millions of dollars on influence, such as the many ads I"ve seen
purchased on Facebook, online and social networks. We elected this body of
Council to represent people like myself, local residents that contribute to the
economy and services of our local community and we expect to be represented
fairly.

The economic and natural resource impacts of single-use bag pollution in inland
and coastal communities throughout the state is alarming, yet eliminating this
simple luxury of convenience can be a positive and simple step in
sustainability. 1"m also reminded of our state"s historical leadership in being
stewards of Oregon jobs and the environment through such acts as the Beach Bill
and the Bottle Bill. Today, we are again presented with such an opportunity to
be leaders by eliminating single-use plastic bags and | ask for your support on
a local effort to ban plastic bags and keep the goal of "reducing the use"
within a local context, not one of corporate interests. A vote against a
plastic bag ban is to support out of state businesses over ensuring Oregonians
retain jobs, clean beaches and the environment that makes our state a leader.

Oregonians use an estimated 1.7 billion single-use plastic bags every year.

The state spends millions annually to clean up and landfill these littered
bags, and millions of dollars are also spent by local governments to clean
littered streets and waterways.

We can no longer recycle our way out of this problem. In fact, there are no
plastic bags manufactured or recycling facilities in the state of Oregon.
Despite efforts to expand recycling programs, less than 5% of plastic grocery
bags (HDPE) are currently being recycled. The bags themselves present a problem
for Oregon recyclers, entangling sorting machines accounting for up to 20% of
their overhead costs
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The rest of these bags end up in our landfills or as litter, clogging
stormdrain systems, and making their way to our waterways and ocean. It is
estimated that 60-80% of all marine debris, and 90% of floating debris is
plastic, mostly originating from land-based sources. Plastic lasts for

million seabirds and 100,000 marine mammals die as a result of eating or being
strangled by plastic and other marine debris.

Do the right thing and represent our local interests with this small, yet
positive step towards sustainability in Corvallis - ban the bag!

Anne Schuster
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Represent Corvallis Residents and Ban the Bag!

To: wardL@XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

Subject: Represent Corvallis Residents and Ban the Bag!
From: Abraham Mooney <abrahammooney@XxxXXXXXXXX>
Date: Wed, 29 Feb 2012 10:34:00 -0500 (EST)
Reply-to: abrahammooney@XxxxXxxxxx

I write to express my strong support of the council®s original request of the
Administrative Services Committee to develop a plan to reduce the use of
plastic checkout bags in the city of Corvallis. A policy that would prohibit
single-use plastic checkout bags at retail establishments throughout the City
is the most effective means of reaching this goal which I strongly support.

As a local resident, I am extremely concerned with the inclusion of private
corporate interest in the discussions of this issue that aren®"t even from our
state, more or less the City of Corvallis. As an individual and concerned
citizen, | don"t have the luxury that corporate interests have of hiring a PR
firm to expend millions of dollars on influence, such as the many ads 1"ve seen
purchased on Facebook, online and social networks. We elected this body of
Council to represent people like myself, local residents that contribute to the
economy and services of our local community and we expect to be represented
fairly.

The economic and natural resource impacts of single-use bag pollution in inland
and coastal communities throughout the state is alarming, yet eliminating this
simple luxury of convenience can be a positive and simple step in
sustainability. 1"m also reminded of our state®s historical leadership in being
stewards of Oregon jobs and the environment through such acts as the Beach Bill
and the Bottle Bill. Today, we are again presented with such an opportunity to
be leaders by eliminating single-use plastic bags and | ask for your support on
a local effort to ban plastic bags and keep the goal of "reducing the use"
within a local context, not one of corporate interests. A vote against a
plastic bag ban is to support out of state businesses over ensuring Oregonians
retain jobs, clean beaches and the environment that makes our state a leader.

Oregonians use an estimated 1.7 billion single-use plastic bags every year.

The state spends millions annually to clean up and landfill these littered
bags, and millions of dollars are also spent by local governments to clean
littered streets and waterways.

We can no longer recycle our way out of this problem. In fact, there are no
plastic bags manufactured or recycling facilities in the state of Oregon.
Despite efforts to expand recycling programs, less than 5% of plastic grocery
bags (HDPE) are currently being recycled. The bags themselves present a problem
for Oregon recyclers, entangling sorting machines accounting for up to 20% of
their overhead costs

The rest of these bags end up in our landfills or as litter, clogging
stormdrain systems, and making their way to our waterways and ocean. It is
estimated that 60-80% of all marine debris, and 90% of floating debris is
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plastic, mostly originating from land-based sources. Plastic lasts for
hundreds of years in our environment and may never biodegrade in the ocean. As
a result, they pose a persistent threat to wildlife. Each year, an estimated 1
million seabirds and 100,000 marine mammals die as a result of eating or being
strangled by plastic and other marine debris.

Do the right thing and represent our local interests with this small, yet
positive step towards sustainability in Corvallis - ban the bag!

Abraham Mooney
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Represent Corvallis Residents and Ban the Bag!

To: wardL@XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

Subject: Represent Corvallis Residents and Ban the Bag!
From: Carly Lettero <carlylettero@xxxxxxxxx=>

Date: Wed, 29 Feb 2012 13:04:56 -0500 (EST)
Reply-to: carlylettero@xxxxxxxxx

I write to express my strong support of the council®s original request of the
Administrative Services Committee to develop a plan to reduce the use of
plastic checkout bags in the city of Corvallis. A policy that would prohibit
single-use plastic checkout bags at retail establishments throughout the City
is the most effective means of reaching this goal which I strongly support.

As a local resident, I am extremely concerned with the inclusion of private
corporate interest in the discussions of this issue that aren®t even from our
state, more or less the City of Corvallis. As an individual and concerned
citizen, | don"t have the luxury that corporate interests have of hiring a PR
firm to expend millions of dollars on influence, such as the many ads 1"ve seen
purchased on Facebook, online and social networks. We elected this body of
Council to represent people like myself, local residents that contribute to the
economy and services of our local community and we expect to be represented
fairly.

The economic and natural resource impacts of single-use bag pollution in inland
and coastal communities throughout the state is alarming, yet eliminating this
simple luxury of convenience can be a positive and simple step in
sustainability. 1"m also reminded of our state®s historical leadership in being
stewards of Oregon jobs and the environment through such acts as the Beach Bill
and the Bottle Bill. Today, we are again presented with such an opportunity to
be leaders by eliminating single-use plastic bags and | ask for your support on
a local effort to ban plastic bags and keep the goal of "reducing the use"
within a local context, not one of corporate interests. A vote against a
plastic bag ban is to support out of state businesses over ensuring Oregonians
retain jobs, clean beaches and the environment that makes our state a leader.

Oregonians use an estimated 1.7 billion single-use plastic bags every year.

The state spends millions annually to clean up and landfill these littered
bags, and millions of dollars are also spent by local governments to clean
littered streets and waterways.

We can no longer recycle our way out of this problem. In fact, there are no
plastic bags manufactured or recycling facilities in the state of Oregon.
Despite efforts to expand recycling programs, less than 5% of plastic grocery
bags (HDPE) are currently being recycled. The bags themselves present a problem
for Oregon recyclers, entangling sorting machines accounting for up to 20% of
their overhead costs

The rest of these bags end up in our landfills or as litter, clogging
stormdrain systems, and making their way to our waterways and ocean. It is
estimated that 60-80% of all marine debris, and 90% of floating debris is
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plastic, mostly originating from land-based sources. Plastic lasts for
hundreds of years in our environment and may never biodegrade in the ocean. As
a result, they pose a persistent threat to wildlife. Each year, an estimated 1
million seabirds and 100,000 marine mammals die as a result of eating or being
strangled by plastic and other marine debris.

Do the right thing and represent our local interests with this small, yet
positive step towards sustainability in Corvallis - ban the bag!

Carly Lettero

Corvallis, OR 97333
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Represent Corvallis Residents and Ban the Bag!

To: wardL@XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

Subject: Represent Corvallis Residents and Ban the Bag!
From: Cassandra Robertson <cassiopiall@XXXXXXXXX>
Date: Wed, 29 Feb 2012 13:19:57 -0500 (EST)
Reply-to: cassiopiall@XXXXXXXXX

I write to express my strong support of the council®s original request of the
Administrative Services Committee to develop a plan to reduce the use of
plastic checkout bags in the city of Corvallis. A policy that would prohibit
single-use plastic checkout bags at retail establishments throughout the City
is the most effective means of reaching this goal which I strongly support.

As a local resident, I am extremely concerned with the inclusion of private
corporate interest in the discussions of this issue that aren®"t even from our
state, more or less the City of Corvallis. As an individual and concerned
citizen, | don"t have the luxury that corporate interests have of hiring a PR
firm to expend millions of dollars on influence, such as the many ads 1"ve seen
purchased on Facebook, online and social networks. We elected this body of
Council to represent people like myself, local residents that contribute to the
economy and services of our local community and we expect to be represented
fairly.

The economic and natural resource impacts of single-use bag pollution in inland
and coastal communities throughout the state is alarming, yet eliminating this
simple luxury of convenience can be a positive and simple step in
sustainability. 1"m also reminded of our state®s historical leadership in being
stewards of Oregon jobs and the environment through such acts as the Beach Bill
and the Bottle Bill. Today, we are again presented with such an opportunity to
be leaders by eliminating single-use plastic bags and | ask for your support on
a local effort to ban plastic bags and keep the goal of "reducing the use"
within a local context, not one of corporate interests. A vote against a
plastic bag ban is to support out of state businesses over ensuring Oregonians
retain jobs, clean beaches and the environment that makes our state a leader.

Oregonians use an estimated 1.7 billion single-use plastic bags every year.

The state spends millions annually to clean up and landfill these littered
bags, and millions of dollars are also spent by local governments to clean
littered streets and waterways.

We can no longer recycle our way out of this problem. In fact, there are no
plastic bags manufactured or recycling facilities in the state of Oregon.
Despite efforts to expand recycling programs, less than 5% of plastic grocery
bags (HDPE) are currently being recycled. The bags themselves present a problem
for Oregon recyclers, entangling sorting machines accounting for up to 20% of
their overhead costs

The rest of these bags end up in our landfills or as litter, clogging
stormdrain systems, and making their way to our waterways and ocean. It is
estimated that 60-80% of all marine debris, and 90% of floating debris is
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plastic, mostly originating from land-based sources. Plastic lasts for
hundreds of years in our environment and may never biodegrade in the ocean. As
a result, they pose a persistent threat to wildlife. Each year, an estimated 1
million seabirds and 100,000 marine mammals die as a result of eating or being
strangled by plastic and other marine debris.

Do the right thing and represent our local interests with this small, yet
positive step towards sustainability in Corvallis - ban the bag!

Cassandra Robertson
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Represent Corvallis Residents and Ban the Bag!

To: wardl@XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXKXXXXXXXXXX

Subject: Represent Corvallis Residents and Ban the Bag!
From: Kelly Fedderson <fedderke@XxxxxXxXxXXXXXXX=>
Date: Wed, 29 Feb 2012 15:43:54 -0500 (EST)
Reply-to: fedderke@XxxxxXxXxXXXXXXXX

I write to express my strong support of the council®s original request of the
Administrative Services Committee to develop a plan to reduce the use of
plastic checkout bags in the city of Corvallis. A policy that would prohibit
single-use plastic checkout bags at retail establishments throughout the City
is the most effective means of reaching this goal which I strongly support.

As a local resident, I am extremely concerned with the inclusion of private
corporate interest in the discussions of this issue that aren®"t even from our
state, more or less the City of Corvallis. As an individual and concerned
citizen, | don"t have the luxury that corporate interests have of hiring a PR
firm to expend millions of dollars on influence, such as the many ads 1"ve seen
purchased on Facebook, online and social networks. We elected this body of
Council to represent people like myself, local residents that contribute to the
economy and services of our local community and we expect to be represented
fairly.

The economic and natural resource impacts of single-use bag pollution in inland
and coastal communities throughout the state is alarming, yet eliminating this
simple luxury of convenience can be a positive and simple step in
sustainability. 1"m also reminded of our state®s historical leadership in being
stewards of Oregon jobs and the environment through such acts as the Beach Bill
and the Bottle Bill. Today, we are again presented with such an opportunity to
be leaders by eliminating single-use plastic bags and | ask for your support on
a local effort to ban plastic bags and keep the goal of "reducing the use"
within a local context, not one of corporate interests. A vote against a
plastic bag ban is to support out of state businesses over ensuring Oregonians
retain jobs, clean beaches and the environment that makes our state a leader.

Oregonians use an estimated 1.7 billion single-use plastic bags every year.

The state spends millions annually to clean up and landfill these littered
bags, and millions of dollars are also spent by local governments to clean
littered streets and waterways.

We can no longer recycle our way out of this problem. In fact, there are no
plastic bags manufactured or recycling facilities in the state of Oregon.
Despite efforts to expand recycling programs, less than 5% of plastic grocery
bags (HDPE) are currently being recycled. The bags themselves present a problem
for Oregon recyclers, entangling sorting machines accounting for up to 20% of
their overhead costs

The rest of these bags end up in our landfills or as litter, clogging
stormdrain systems, and making their way to our waterways and ocean. It is
estimated that 60-80% of all marine debris, and 90% of floating debris is
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plastic, mostly originating from land-based sources. Plastic lasts for
hundreds of years in our environment and may never biodegrade in the ocean. As
a result, they pose a persistent threat to wildlife. Each year, an estimated 1
million seabirds and 100,000 marine mammals die as a result of eating or being
strangled by plastic and other marine debris.

Do the right thing and represent our local interests with this small, yet
positive step towards sustainability in Corvallis - ban the bag!

Kelly Fedderson
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Represent Corvallis Residents and Ban the Bag!

To: wardL@XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

Subject: Represent Corvallis Residents and Ban the Bag!
From: Ralph Penunuri <ralartsO6 @ XxXxXxXxXxXxx=>

Date: Wed, 29 Feb 2012 17:31:31 -0500 (EST)
Reply-to: ralarts06@xxxxXxXxXxx

I add my strong support of the council®s original request of the Administrative
Services Committee to develop a plan to reduce the use of plastic checkout bags
in the city of Corvallis. A policy that would prohibit single-use plastic
checkout bags at retail establishments throughout the City is the most
effective means of reaching this goal which 1 strongly support.

Bringing in out-of-state private interest and lobby groups will undermine the
integrity of our public and government process. Please retain and truly support
the original intention and application of this plastic bag ban — for ourselves,
our environment and our progeny.

Yes, do the right thing and represent our local interest above corporate
profits and waste. This is a small, yet very significant step towards
sustainability for Corvallis and our region — ban the bag now!

Ralph Penunuri

orvallis, 3
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Represent Corvallis Residents and Ban the Bag!

To: wardL@XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

Subject: Represent Corvallis Residents and Ban the Bag!
From: Elizabeth Perry <elizabeth.perry@xxXxXxXxXxXXXXXXXXXX>
Date: Wed, 29 Feb 2012 18:26:59 -0500 (EST)

Reply-to: elizabeth.perry@XxxXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

I write to express my strong support of the council®s original request of the
Administrative Services Committee to develop a plan to reduce the use of
plastic checkout bags in the city of Corvallis. A policy that would prohibit
single-use plastic checkout bags at retail establishments throughout the City
is the most effective means of reaching this goal which I strongly support.

As a local resident, I am extremely concerned with the inclusion of private
corporate interest in the discussions of this issue that aren®t even from our
state, more or less the City of Corvallis. As an individual and concerned
citizen, | don"t have the luxury that corporate interests have of hiring a PR
firm to expend millions of dollars on influence, such as the many ads 1"ve seen
purchased on Facebook, online and social networks. We elected this body of
Council to represent people like myself, local residents that contribute to the
economy and services of our local community and we expect to be represented
fairly.

The economic and natural resource impacts of single-use bag pollution in inland
and coastal communities throughout the state is alarming, yet eliminating this
simple luxury of convenience can be a positive and simple step in
sustainability. 1"m also reminded of our state®s historical leadership in being
stewards of Oregon jobs and the environment through such acts as the Beach Bill
and the Bottle Bill. Today, we are again presented with such an opportunity to
be leaders by eliminating single-use plastic bags and | ask for your support on
a local effort to ban plastic bags and keep the goal of "reducing the use"
within a local context, not one of corporate interests. A vote against a
plastic bag ban is to support out of state businesses over ensuring Oregonians
retain jobs, clean beaches and the environment that makes our state a leader.

Oregonians use an estimated 1.7 billion single-use plastic bags every year.

The state spends millions annually to clean up and landfill these littered
bags, and millions of dollars are also spent by local governments to clean
littered streets and waterways.

We can no longer recycle our way out of this problem. In fact, there are no
plastic bags manufactured or recycling facilities in the state of Oregon.
Despite efforts to expand recycling programs, less than 5% of plastic grocery
bags (HDPE) are currently being recycled. The bags themselves present a problem
for Oregon recyclers, entangling sorting machines accounting for up to 20% of
their overhead costs

The rest of these bags end up in our landfills or as litter, clogging
stormdrain systems, and making their way to our waterways and ocean. It is
estimated that 60-80% of all marine debris, and 90% of floating debris is
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plastic, mostly originating from land-based sources. Plastic lasts for
hundreds of years in our environment and may never biodegrade in the ocean. As
a result, they pose a persistent threat to wildlife. Each year, an estimated 1
million seabirds and 100,000 marine mammals die as a result of eating or being
strangled by plastic and other marine debris.

Do the right thing and represent our local interests with this small, yet
positive step towards sustainability in Corvallis - ban the bag!

Elizabeth Perry
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Represent Corvallis Residents and Ban the Bag!

To: wardL@XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

Subject: Represent Corvallis Residents and Ban the Bag!
From: Molly Monroe <monroemolly @ XXXXXXXXXXX>
Date: Wed, 29 Feb 2012 19:56:37 -0500 (EST)
Reply-to: monroemolly @ XxXxXxXXXXXXXX

I write to express my strong support of the council®s original request of the
Administrative Services Committee to develop a plan to reduce the use of
plastic checkout bags in the city of Corvallis. A policy that would prohibit
single-use plastic checkout bags at retail establishments throughout the City
is the most effective means of reaching this goal which I strongly support.

As a local resident, I am extremely concerned with the inclusion of private
corporate interest in the discussions of this issue that aren®"t even from our
state, more or less the City of Corvallis. As an individual and concerned
citizen, | don"t have the luxury that corporate interests have of hiring a PR
firm to expend millions of dollars on influence, such as the many ads 1"ve seen
purchased on Facebook, online and social networks. We elected this body of
Council to represent people like myself, local residents that contribute to the
economy and services of our local community and we expect to be represented
fairly.

The economic and natural resource impacts of single-use bag pollution in inland
and coastal communities throughout the state is alarming, yet eliminating this
simple luxury of convenience can be a positive and simple step in
sustainability. 1"m also reminded of our state®s historical leadership in being
stewards of Oregon jobs and the environment through such acts as the Beach Bill
and the Bottle Bill. Today, we are again presented with such an opportunity to
be leaders by eliminating single-use plastic bags and | ask for your support on
a local effort to ban plastic bags and keep the goal of "reducing the use"
within a local context, not one of corporate interests. A vote against a
plastic bag ban is to support out of state businesses over ensuring Oregonians
retain jobs, clean beaches and the environment that makes our state a leader.

Oregonians use an estimated 1.7 billion single-use plastic bags every year.

The state spends millions annually to clean up and landfill these littered
bags, and millions of dollars are also spent by local governments to clean
littered streets and waterways.

We can no longer recycle our way out of this problem. In fact, there are no
plastic bags manufactured or recycling facilities in the state of Oregon.
Despite efforts to expand recycling programs, less than 5% of plastic grocery
bags (HDPE) are currently being recycled. The bags themselves present a problem
for Oregon recyclers, entangling sorting machines accounting for up to 20% of
their overhead costs

The rest of these bags end up in our landfills or as litter, clogging
stormdrain systems, and making their way to our waterways and ocean. It is
estimated that 60-80% of all marine debris, and 90% of floating debris is
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plastic, mostly originating from land-based sources. Plastic lasts for
hundreds of years in our environment and may never biodegrade in the ocean. As
a result, they pose a persistent threat to wildlife. Each year, an estimated 1
million seabirds and 100,000 marine mammals die as a result of eating or being
strangled by plastic and other marine debris.

Do the right thing and represent our local interests with this small, yet
positive step towards sustainability in Corvallis - ban the bag!

Molly Monroe

!orval | 1S, !! !l333
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Ban the bag comments

o To: "wardL@xXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX""

<ward @xXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX=>, "Ward3 @ XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXKXXXXXXXXX""
<Ward3 @ XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX >, "Ward4 @ XXXXXXXXXXXXXKXXKXXXXXXXXX
<Ward4 @ XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX >, "Ward5 @ XXXXXXXXXXXXXKXXKXXXXXXXXX
<Ward5 @ XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX >, "Ward 6 @ XXXXXXXXXXXXXKXXXXXXXXXXXX
<WardB @ XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX=>, "Ward 7 @ XXXXXXXXXXXXXXX XXX XXXXXXXX
<Ward7 @ XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX >, "Ward8 @ XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX"
<Ward8@xxXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX>, "Ward9 @ XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX"
<Ward9 @ xxXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX XXX >

Subject: Ban the bag comments

From: Sue Woolf <suewoolf2@XXXXXXXXX>

Date: Wed, 29 Feb 2012 11:03:28 -0800 (PST)

Cc: "Ward2 @ XXXXXXXXXXX XXX XXXXXXXXX <Ward2 @ XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX>, Debra Higbee-
Sudyka <dwhigbe@xxxxxxxx>

e Reply-to: Sue Woolf <suewoolf2@XXXXXXXXX>

February 29, 2012

Dear City Councilors' O'Brien; Hogg; Hervey; Brown; Beilstein; Hirsch; Raymond; Traber; and Brauner,

City staff has invited a private corporation, Hilex Poly, based in Hartsville, South Carolina to city meetings

for “public” input on the "Ban the Bag" proposed legislation. Please stop Hilex Poly from interfering in the process as
they have in so many other communities.

It is important to ban single-use plastic checkout bags in Corvallis. Something we use as a convenience for just a few
minutes should not impose long term harm to the environment, taking hundreds of years to degrade, while
collecting on our landscapes and causing serious harm to marine life, especially when it can be replaced by a
sustainable cloth bag.

Sincerely,

Sue Goodman

Resident Albany Oregon

Board Member - Corvallis Environmental Center
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Ban the Bag!

To: wardL@XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
Subject: Ban the Bag!

From: John Helm <peacehelm@XXXXXXXXXXX>
Date: Wed, 29 Feb 2012 11:41:51 -0500 (EST)
Reply-to: peacehelm@xxxxXXXXXxx

I write to express my strong support of a policy that would prohibit single-use
plastic checkout bags at retail establishments throughout Corvallis.

The economic and natural resource impacts of single-use bag pollution in inland
and coastal communities throughout the state are alarming. Oregonians use an
estimated 1.7 billion single-use plastic bags every year. The state spends
millions annually to clean up and landfill these littered bags, and millions of
dollars are also spent by local governments to clean littered streets and
waterways.

Nor does recycling represent a solution. Despite efforts to expand recycling
programs, less than 5% of plastic grocery bags (HDPE) are currently being
recycled. In fact, the bags themselves present a major problem for Oregon
recyclers, entangling sorting machines, thus accounting for up to 20% of their
overhead costs.

The rest of these bags (95%) end up in our landfills or as litter, clogging
stormdrain systems, and making their way to our waterways and ocean. Plastic
lasts for hundreds of years and may never biodegrade completely. As a result,
they pose a persistent threat to wildlife. Each year, an estimated 1 million
seabirds and 100,000 marine mammals die as a result of eating or being
strangled by plastic and other marine debris.

All this for a very minor convenience?! Use of grocery bags is mostly just a
matter of habit. If you forgot to bring a re-usable bag, just put your
groceries back in the cart and then load them loose into the car. 1"ve declined
plastic bags for years. It"s not a problem.

As a local resident, I am also extremely concerned that out-of-state
corporations are trying to influence our local decisions. As an individual and
concerned citizen, | don"t have the luxury that corporate interests have of

hiring a PR firm to expend millions of dollars on influence, such as the many
ads 1"ve seen purchased on Facebook, online and social networks.

Please do the right thing and represent our local interests with this small,
yet positive step towards sustainability in Corvallis - ban the bag!

John Helm

orvallis,
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Represent Corvallis Residents and Ban the Bag!

To: wardL@XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

Subject: Represent Corvallis Residents and Ban the Bag!
From: Kathy Brewer <kathy.dabnet@xxxxxxxxx=>

Date: Wed, 29 Feb 2012 00:22:07 -0500 (EST)
Reply-to: kathy.dabnet@xxxxxxxxx

I write to express my strong support of the council®s original request of the
Administrative Services Committee to develop a plan to reduce the use of
plastic checkout bags in the city of Corvallis. A policy that would prohibit
single-use plastic checkout bags at retail establishments throughout the City
is the most effective means of reaching this goal which I strongly support.

Plastic bag bans are no big deal except for companies who make plastic bags
(such as Hilex Poly). Look at Market of Choice as an example of a large,
mainstream business that does not use plastic checkout bags.

Corvallis is a model for sustainable communities in so many areas. A plastic

bag ban is an easy and obvious step to continue that leadership position.

Kathy Brewer
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Represent Corvallis Residents and Ban the Bag!

To: wardL@XXXXXXXXXXXXXXKIXKKKKXKKKKX

Subject: Represent Corvallis Residents and Ban the Bag!
From: Jean Marr <jean_marr@XXXXXXXXXXX>

Date: Thu, 1 Mar 2012 01:37:34 -0500 (EST)

Reply-to: jean_marr@XxXXXXXXXXXX

I write to express my strong support of the council®s original request of the
Administrative Services Committee to develop a plan to prohibit single-use
plastic checkout bags at retail establishments throughout the City. 1 won"t go
into details about why because you already know all the reasons.

When 1 testified before the council on this issue, | said | understood the need
to work out a few details in committee, but asked you not to take forever to
get this done. It"s beginning to feel like forever.

Please, do the right thing and represent our local interests with this small,
yet positive step towards sustainability in Corvallis - ban the bag!

Jean Marr
orvallrs,
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Please Support Banning the Bag in Corvallis!

To: wardL@XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

Subject: Please Support Banning the Bag in Corvallis!
From: William Reeves <barry.reeves@xxxXXXXXXXXX>
Date: Thu, 1 Mar 2012 17:08:45 -0600 (CST)
Organization: Sierra Club

Reply-to: William Reeves <barry.reeves@xXxxXxXXXXXXXX>

Mar 1, 2012

Mr. Mark O"Brien
501 SW Madison Avenue
Corvallis, OR 97333-4601

Dear Mr. O"Brien,

I write to express my strong support of the Corvallis ordinance that
bans single use plastic checkout bags.

Already, more than 50 downtown Corvallis businesses, and thousands of
Corvallis citizens support this effort. All we need is City action.
Banning plastic bags best addresses the problems of single-use plastic
bag waste, and most effectively moves consumers to sustainable
alternatives.

Our dependence on single-use plastic products has devastating effects
on the environment. From the Great Pacific Garbage Patch to the
thousands of marine animals who die each year, plastic bags are
contributing to environmental damage to our ocean systems. There is no
reason something we use for a few minutes should last a few hundred
years.

Corvallis is known for its environmental standards nationwide, and has
received numerous awards. Passing a ban here will have a positive
impact. Of the bag bans in effect in the US, none have demonstrably
hurt consumers or local business, but they have saved consumers,
cities, and businesses the expenses incurred from dealing with these
products.

Corvallis has the chance to set an example for other communities, and
lay the groundwork for a statewide solution in 2013. Please ban single
use plastic checkout bags here in Corvallis.

Sincerely,

Dr. William Reeves

MOrva 1S, 3-3205
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Represent Corvallis Residents and Ban the Bag!

To: wardL@XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

Subject: Represent Corvallis Residents and Ban the Bag!
From: Linda Sebring <linda.sebring@xxxxxxxxx=>

Date: Thu, 1 Mar 2012 15:08:49 -0500 (EST)

Reply-to: linda.sebring@xxxxxxxxx

My views are very well covered in this letter.

I write to express my strong support of the council®s original request of the
Administrative Services Committee to develop a plan to reduce the use of
plastic checkout bags in the city of Corvallis. A policy that would prohibit
single-use plastic checkout bags at retail establishments throughout the City
is the most effective means of reaching this goal which I strongly support.

As a local resident, I am extremely concerned with the inclusion of private
corporate interest in the discussions of this issue that aren"t even from our
state, more or less the City of Corvallis. As an individual and concerned
citizen, | don"t have the luxury that corporate interests have of hiring a PR
firm to expend millions of dollars on influence, such as the many ads I"ve seen
purchased on Facebook, online and social networks. We elected this body of
Council to represent people like myself, local residents that contribute to the
economy and services of our local community and we expect to be represented
fairly.

The economic and natural resource impacts of single-use bag pollution in inland
and coastal communities throughout the state is alarming, yet eliminating this
simple luxury of convenience can be a positive and simple step in
sustainability. 1"m also reminded of our state"s historical leadership in being
stewards of Oregon jobs and the environment through such acts as the Beach Bill
and the Bottle Bill. Today, we are again presented with such an opportunity to
be leaders by eliminating single-use plastic bags and | ask for your support on
a local effort to ban plastic bags and keep the goal of "reducing the use"
within a local context, not one of corporate interests. A vote against a
plastic bag ban is to support out of state businesses over ensuring Oregonians
retain jobs, clean beaches and the environment that makes our state a leader.

Oregonians use an estimated 1.7 billion single-use plastic bags every year.

The state spends millions annually to clean up and landfill these littered
bags, and millions of dollars are also spent by local governments to clean
littered streets and waterways.

We can no longer recycle our way out of this problem. In fact, there are no
plastic bags manufactured or recycling facilities in the state of Oregon.
Despite efforts to expand recycling programs, less than 5% of plastic grocery
bags (HDPE) are currently being recycled. The bags themselves present a problem
for Oregon recyclers, entangling sorting machines accounting for up to 20% of
their overhead costs

http://www.ci.corvallis.or.us/council/mail-archive/ward1/msg16663.html 3/13/2012
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The rest of these bags end up in our landfills or as litter, clogging
stormdrain systems, and making their way to our waterways and ocean. It is
estimated that 60-80% of all marine debris, and 90% of floating debris is
plastic, mostly originating from land-based sources. Plastic lasts for

million seabirds and 100,000 marine mammals die as a result of eating or being
strangled by plastic and other marine debris.

Do the right thing and represent our local interests with this small, yet
positive step towards sustainability in Corvallis - ban the bag!

Linda Sebring

orvallis, 97330

City of Corvallis
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Please Support Banning the Bag in Corvallis!

To: ward1@XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

Subject: Please Support Banning the Bag in Corvallis!
From: Lioba Multer <Imu93927 @ XXXXXXXXX>

Date: Thu, 1 Mar 2012 17:08:39 -0600 (CST)
Organization: Sierra Club

Reply-to: Lioba Multer <Imu93927 @ XXXXXXXXX>

Mar 1, 2012

Mr. Mark O"Brien
501 SW Madison Avenue
Corvallis, OR 97333-4601

Dear Mr. O"Brien,

I write to express my strong support of the Corvallis ordinance that
bans single use plastic checkout bags.

Already, more than 50 downtown Corvallis businesses, and thousands of
Corvallis citizens support this effort. All we need is City action.
Banning plastic bags best addresses the problems of single-use plastic
bag waste, and most effectively moves consumers to sustainable
alternatives.

Our dependence on single-use plastic products has devastating effects
on the environment. From the Great Pacific Garbage Patch to the
thousands of marine animals who die each year, plastic bags are
contributing to environmental damage to our ocean systems. There is no
reason something we use for a few minutes should last a few hundred
years.

Corvallis is known for its environmental standards nationwide, and has
received numerous awards. Passing a ban here will have a positive
impact. Of the bag bans in effect in the US, none have demonstrably
hurt consumers or local business, but they have saved consumers,
cities, and businesses the expenses incurred from dealing with these
products.

Corvallis has the chance to set an example for other communities, and
lay the groundwork for a statewide solution in 2013. Please ban single
use plastic checkout bags here in Corvallis.

Sincerely,

Ms. Lioba Multer

orvalllis,
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Represent Corvallis Residents and Ban the Bag!

To: wardL@XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

Subject: Represent Corvallis Residents and Ban the Bag!
From: Christine Nguyen <christinehere@xxxxxxxxx=>
Date: Thu, 1 Mar 2012 20:42:50 -0500 (EST)

Reply-to: christinehere@xxxxxxxxx

I write to express my strong support of the council®s original request of the
Administrative Services Committee to develop a plan to reduce the use of
plastic checkout bags in the city of Corvallis. A policy that would prohibit
single-use plastic checkout bags at retail establishments throughout the City
is the most effective means of reaching this goal which I strongly support.

As a local resident, I am extremely concerned with the inclusion of private
corporate interest in the discussions of this issue that aren®t even from our
state, more or less the City of Corvallis. As an individual and concerned
citizen, | don"t have the luxury that corporate interests have of hiring a PR
firm to expend millions of dollars on influence, such as the many ads 1"ve seen
purchased on Facebook, online and social networks. We elected this body of
Council to represent people like myself, local residents that contribute to the
economy and services of our local community and we expect to be represented
fairly.

The economic and natural resource impacts of single-use bag pollution in inland
and coastal communities throughout the state is alarming, yet eliminating this
simple luxury of convenience can be a positive and simple step in
sustainability. 1"m also reminded of our state®s historical leadership in being
stewards of Oregon jobs and the environment through such acts as the Beach Bill
and the Bottle Bill. Today, we are again presented with such an opportunity to
be leaders by eliminating single-use plastic bags and | ask for your support on
a local effort to ban plastic bags and keep the goal of "reducing the use"
within a local context, not one of corporate interests. A vote against a
plastic bag ban is to support out of state businesses over ensuring Oregonians
retain jobs, clean beaches and the environment that makes our state a leader.

Oregonians use an estimated 1.7 billion single-use plastic bags every year.

The state spends millions annually to clean up and landfill these littered
bags, and millions of dollars are also spent by local governments to clean
littered streets and waterways.

We can no longer recycle our way out of this problem. In fact, there are no
plastic bags manufactured or recycling facilities in the state of Oregon.
Despite efforts to expand recycling programs, less than 5% of plastic grocery
bags (HDPE) are currently being recycled. The bags themselves present a problem
for Oregon recyclers, entangling sorting machines accounting for up to 20% of
their overhead costs

The rest of these bags end up in our landfills or as litter, clogging
stormdrain systems, and making their way to our waterways and ocean. It is
estimated that 60-80% of all marine debris, and 90% of floating debris is
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plastic, mostly originating from land-based sources. Plastic lasts for
hundreds of years in our environment and may never biodegrade in the ocean. As
a result, they pose a persistent threat to wildlife. Each year, an estimated 1
million seabirds and 100,000 marine mammals die as a result of eating or being
strangled by plastic and other marine debris.

Do the right thing and represent our local interests with this small, yet
positive step towards sustainability in Corvallis - ban the bag!

Christine Nguyen

orvallis,
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Please Support Banning the Bag in Corvallis!

To: wardL@XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

Subject: Please Support Banning the Bag in Corvallis!
From: Bruce Alder <bruce.alder@xxxxxx=>

Date: Thu, 1 Mar 2012 17:09:19 -0600 (CST)
Organization: Sierra Club

Reply-to: Bruce Alder <bruce.alder@xxxxxx>

Mar 1, 2012

Mr. Mark O"Brien
501 SW Madison Avenue
Corvallis, OR 97333-4601

Dear Mr. O"Brien,

I write to express my strong support of the Corvallis ordinance that
bans single use plastic checkout bags.

Already, more than 50 downtown Corvallis businesses, and thousands of
Corvallis citizens support this effort. All we need is City action.
Banning plastic bags best addresses the problems of single-use plastic
bag waste, and most effectively moves consumers to sustainable
alternatives.

Our dependence on single-use plastic products has devastating effects
on the environment. From the Great Pacific Garbage Patch to the
thousands of marine animals who die each year, plastic bags are
contributing to environmental damage to our ocean systems. There is no
reason something we use for a few minutes should last a few hundred
years.

Corvallis is known for its environmental standards nationwide, and has
received numerous awards. Passing a ban here will have a positive
impact. Of the bag bans in effect in the US, none have demonstrably
hurt consumers or local business, but they have saved consumers,
cities, and businesses the expenses incurred from dealing with these
products.

Corvallis has the chance to set an example for other communities, and
lay the groundwork for a statewide solution in 2013. Please ban single
use plastic checkout bags here in Corvallis.

Sincerely,

Mr. Bruce Alder

orvallis, -3448
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Represent Corvallis Residents and Ban the Bag!

To: wardL@XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

Subject: Represent Corvallis Residents and Ban the Bag!
From: lan Biggi <biggii@XXXXXXXXXXXXX>

Date: Thu, 1 Mar 2012 21:23:36 -0500 (EST)

Reply-to: biggii@XXXXXXXXXXXXX

I write to express my strong support of the council®s original request of the
Administrative Services Committee to develop a plan to reduce the use of
plastic checkout bags in the city of Corvallis. A policy that would prohibit
single-use plastic checkout bags at retail establishments throughout the City
is the most effective means of reaching this goal which I strongly support.

As a local resident, I am extremely concerned with the inclusion of private
corporate interest in the discussions of this issue that aren®"t even from our
state, more or less the City of Corvallis. As an individual and concerned
citizen, | don"t have the luxury that corporate interests have of hiring a PR
firm to expend millions of dollars on influence, such as the many ads 1"ve seen
purchased on Facebook, online and social networks. We elected this body of
Council to represent people like myself, local residents that contribute to the
economy and services of our local community and we expect to be represented
fairly.

The economic and natural resource impacts of single-use bag pollution in inland
and coastal communities throughout the state is alarming, yet eliminating this
simple luxury of convenience can be a positive and simple step in
sustainability. 1"m also reminded of our state®s historical leadership in being
stewards of Oregon jobs and the environment through such acts as the Beach Bill
and the Bottle Bill. Today, we are again presented with such an opportunity to
be leaders by eliminating single-use plastic bags and | ask for your support on
a local effort to ban plastic bags and keep the goal of "reducing the use"
within a local context, not one of corporate interests. A vote against a
plastic bag ban is to support out of state businesses over ensuring Oregonians
retain jobs, clean beaches and the environment that makes our state a leader.

Oregonians use an estimated 1.7 billion single-use plastic bags every year.

The state spends millions annually to clean up and landfill these littered
bags, and millions of dollars are also spent by local governments to clean
littered streets and waterways.

We can no longer recycle our way out of this problem. In fact, there are no
plastic bags manufactured or recycling facilities in the state of Oregon.
Despite efforts to expand recycling programs, less than 5% of plastic grocery
bags (HDPE) are currently being recycled. The bags themselves present a problem
for Oregon recyclers, entangling sorting machines accounting for up to 20% of
their overhead costs

The rest of these bags end up in our landfills or as litter, clogging
stormdrain systems, and making their way to our waterways and ocean. It is
estimated that 60-80% of all marine debris, and 90% of floating debris is
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plastic, mostly originating from land-based sources. Plastic lasts for
hundreds of years in our environment and may never biodegrade in the ocean. As
a result, they pose a persistent threat to wildlife. Each year, an estimated 1
million seabirds and 100,000 marine mammals die as a result of eating or being
strangled by plastic and other marine debris.

Do the right thing and represent our local interests with this small, yet
positive step towards sustainability in Corvallis - ban the bag!

lan Biggi

!orval | 1S, !! !!!!!
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Please Support Banning the Bag in Corvallis!

To: ward1@XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

Subject: Please Support Banning the Bag in Corvallis!
From: Bruce Encke <bruce.encke@xxxxxx=>

Date: Thu, 1 Mar 2012 17:08:56 -0600 (CST)
Organization: Sierra Club

Reply-to: Bruce Encke <bruce.encke@xxxxxx>

Mar 1, 2012

Mr. Mark O"Brien
501 SW Madison Avenue
Corvallis, OR 97333-4601

Dear Mr. O"Brien,

I write to express my strong support of the Corvallis ordinance that
bans single use plastic checkout bags.

Already, more than 50 downtown Corvallis businesses, and thousands of
Corvallis citizens support this effort. All we need is City action.
Banning plastic bags best addresses the problems of single-use plastic
bag waste, and most effectively moves consumers to sustainable
alternatives.

Our dependence on single-use plastic products has devastating effects
on the environment. From the Great Pacific Garbage Patch to the
thousands of marine animals who die each year, plastic bags are
contributing to environmental damage to our ocean systems. There is no
reason something we use for a few minutes should last a few hundred
years.

Corvallis is known for its environmental standards nationwide, and has
received numerous awards. Passing a ban here will have a positive
impact. Of the bag bans in effect in the US, none have demonstrably
hurt consumers or local business, but they have saved consumers,
cities, and businesses the expenses incurred from dealing with these
products.

Corvallis has the chance to set an example for other communities, and
lay the groundwork for a statewide solution in 2013. Please ban single
use plastic checkout bags here in Corvallis.

Sincerely,

Mr. Bruce Encke

orvalllis, -
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Please Support Banning the Bag in Corvallis!

To: wardL@XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

Subject: Please Support Banning the Bag in Corvallis!
From: John Myers <john.myers@xxxXxXXXXXXXXXXXX>
Date: Thu, 1 Mar 2012 17:09:13 -0600 (CST)
Organization: Sierra Club

Reply-to: John Myers <john.myers@ XxXXXXXXXXXXXXXX>

Mar 1, 2012

Mr. Mark O"Brien
501 SW Madison Avenue
Corvallis, OR 97333-4601

Dear Mr. O"Brien,

I write to express my strong support of the Corvallis ordinance that
bans single use plastic checkout bags.

Already, more than 50 downtown Corvallis businesses, and thousands of
Corvallis citizens support this effort. All we need is City action.
Banning plastic bags best addresses the problems of single-use plastic
bag waste, and most effectively moves consumers to sustainable
alternatives.

Our dependence on single-use plastic products has devastating effects
on the environment. From the Great Pacific Garbage Patch to the
thousands of marine animals who die each year, plastic bags are
contributing to environmental damage to our ocean systems. There is no
reason something we use for a few minutes should last a few hundred
years.

Corvallis is known for its environmental standards nationwide, and has
received numerous awards. Passing a ban here will have a positive
impact. Of the bag bans in effect in the US, none have demonstrably
hurt consumers or local business, but they have saved consumers,
cities, and businesses the expenses incurred from dealing with these
products.

Corvallis has the chance to set an example for other communities, and
lay the groundwork for a statewide solution in 2013. Please ban single
use plastic checkout bags here in Corvallis.

Sincerely,

Mr. John Myers

orvalTis, -1759
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Please Support Banning the Bag in Corvallis!

To: wardL@XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

Subject: Please Support Banning the Bag in Corvallis!
From: Carol Bailey <silversitka@XxxXxXxXXXXxXx>

Date: Thu, 1 Mar 2012 17:08:56 -0600 (CST)
Organization: Sierra Club

Reply-to: Carol Bailey <silversitka@XxXXxXxXxxx=>

Mar 1, 2012

Mr. Mark O"Brien
501 SW Madison Avenue
Corvallis, OR 97333-4601

Dear Mr. O"Brien,

I write to express my strong support of the Corvallis ordinance that
bans single use plastic checkout bags.

Already, more than 50 downtown Corvallis businesses, and thousands of
Corvallis citizens support this effort. All we need is City action.
Banning plastic bags best addresses the problems of single-use plastic
bag waste, and most effectively moves consumers to sustainable
alternatives.

Our dependence on single-use plastic products has devastating effects
on the environment. From the Great Pacific Garbage Patch to the
thousands of marine animals who die each year, plastic bags are
contributing to environmental damage to our ocean systems. There is no
reason something we use for a few minutes should last a few hundred
years.

Corvallis is known for its environmental standards nationwide, and has
received numerous awards. Passing a ban here will have a positive
impact. Of the bag bans in effect in the US, none have demonstrably
hurt consumers or local business, but they have saved consumers,
cities, and businesses the expenses incurred from dealing with these
products.

Corvallis has the chance to set an example for other communities, and
lay the groundwork for a statewide solution in 2013. Please ban single
use plastic checkout bags here in Corvallis.

Sincerely,

Ms. Carol Bailey

orvalTis, -9710
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Please Support Banning the Bag in Corvallis!

To: wardL@XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

Subject: Please Support Banning the Bag in Corvallis!
From: Irene Schoppy <iameyers@XXXXXXXXX>

Date: Thu, 1 Mar 2012 17:09:25 -0600 (CST)
Organization: Sierra Club

Reply-to: Irene Schoppy <iameyers@xXxXxXXXXXxXx>

Mar 1, 2012

Mr. Mark O"Brien
501 SW Madison Avenue
Corvallis, OR 97333-4601

Dear Mr. O"Brien,

I write to express my strong support of the Corvallis ordinance that
bans single use plastic checkout bags.

Already, more than 50 downtown Corvallis businesses, and thousands of
Corvallis citizens support this effort. All we need is City action.
Banning plastic bags best addresses the problems of single-use plastic
bag waste, and most effectively moves consumers to sustainable
alternatives.

Our dependence on single-use plastic products has devastating effects
on the environment. From the Great Pacific Garbage Patch to the
thousands of marine animals who die each year, plastic bags are
contributing to environmental damage to our ocean systems. There is no
reason something we use for a few minutes should last a few hundred
years.

Corvallis is known for its environmental standards nationwide, and has
received numerous awards. Passing a ban here will have a positive
impact. Of the bag bans in effect in the US, none have demonstrably
hurt consumers or local business, but they have saved consumers,
cities, and businesses the expenses incurred from dealing with these
products.

Corvallis has the chance to set an example for other communities, and
lay the groundwork for a statewide solution in 2013. Please ban single
use plastic checkout bags here in Corvallis.

Sincerely,

Ms. lrene Schoppy

orvalllis,
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Please Support Banning the Bag in Corvallis!

To: wardL@XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

Subject: Please Support Banning the Bag in Corvallis!
From: Rosemarie Carballo <kupfersel@xxxxxxx=>
Date: Thu, 1 Mar 2012 17:17:00 -0600 (CST)
Organization: Sierra Club

Reply-to: Rosemarie Carballo <kupfersel@xxxxxxx>

Mar 1, 2012

Mr. Mark O"Brien
501 SW Madison Avenue
Corvallis, OR 97333-4601

Dear Mr. O"Brien,

I write to express my strong support of the Corvallis ordinance that
bans single use plastic checkout bags.

Already, more than 50 downtown Corvallis businesses, and thousands of
Corvallis citizens support this effort. All we need is City action.
Banning plastic bags best addresses the problems of single-use plastic
bag waste, and most effectively moves consumers to sustainable
alternatives.

Our dependence on single-use plastic products has devastating effects
on the environment. From the Great Pacific Garbage Patch to the
thousands of marine animals who die each year, plastic bags are
contributing to environmental damage to our ocean systems. There is no
reason something we use for a few minutes should last a few hundred
years.

Corvallis is known for its environmental standards nationwide, and has
received numerous awards. Passing a ban here will have a positive
impact. Of the bag bans in effect in the US, none have demonstrably
hurt consumers or local business, but they have saved consumers,
cities, and businesses the expenses incurred from dealing with these
products.

Corvallis has the chance to set an example for other communities, and
lay the groundwork for a statewide solution in 2013. Please ban single
use plastic checkout bags here in Corvallis.

Sincerely,

Mrs. Rosemarie Carballo

orvalTis, -4043
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Please Support Banning the Bag in Corvallis!

To: wardL@XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

Subject: Please Support Banning the Bag in Corvallis!
From: Shelley Ries <spur848@xXxXXXXXXXX>

Date: Thu, 1 Mar 2012 17:17:00 -0600 (CST)
Organization: Sierra Club

Reply-to: Shelley Ries <spur848@xxXxXxXxXXXXxX>

Mar 1, 2012

Mr. Mark O"Brien
501 SW Madison Avenue
Corvallis, OR 97333-4601

Dear Mr. O"Brien,

I write to express my strong support of the Corvallis ordinance that
bans single use plastic checkout bags.

Already, more than 50 downtown Corvallis businesses, and thousands of
Corvallis citizens support this effort. All we need is City action.
Banning plastic bags best addresses the problems of single-use plastic
bag waste, and most effectively moves consumers to sustainable
alternatives.

Our dependence on single-use plastic products has devastating effects
on the environment. From the Great Pacific Garbage Patch to the
thousands of marine animals who die each year, plastic bags are
contributing to environmental damage to our ocean systems. There is no
reason something we use for a few minutes should last a few hundred
years.

Corvallis is known for its environmental standards nationwide, and has
received numerous awards. Passing a ban here will have a positive
impact. Of the bag bans in effect in the US, none have demonstrably
hurt consumers or local business, but they have saved consumers,
cities, and businesses the expenses incurred from dealing with these
products.

Corvallis has the chance to set an example for other communities, and
lay the groundwork for a statewide solution in 2013. Please ban single
use plastic checkout bags here in Corvallis.

Sincerely,

Ms. Shelley Ries

orvalllis,
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Please Support Banning the Bag in Corvallis!

To: wardL@XXXXXXXXXXXXXXKIXKKKKXKKKKX

Subject: Please Support Banning the Bag in Corvallis!
From: Angela Yeager <angyeag@XXXXXXXXX>

Date: Thu, 1 Mar 2012 17:47:03 -0600 (CST)
Organization: Sierra Club

Reply-to: Angela Yeager <angyeag@XXXXXXXXX>

Mar 1, 2012

Mr. Mark O"Brien
501 SW Madison Avenue
Corvallis, OR 97333-4601

Dear Mr. O"Brien,

I write to express my strong support of the Corvallis ordinance that
bans single use plastic checkout bags.

Already, more than 50 downtown Corvallis businesses, and thousands of
Corvallis citizens support this effort. All we need is City action.
Banning plastic bags best addresses the problems of single-use plastic
bag waste, and most effectively moves consumers to sustainable
alternatives.

Our dependence on single-use plastic products has devastating effects
on the environment. From the Great Pacific Garbage Patch to the
thousands of marine animals who die each year, plastic bags are
contributing to environmental damage to our ocean systems. There is no
reason something we use for a few minutes should last a few hundred
years.

Corvallis is known for its environmental standards nationwide, and has
received numerous awards. Passing a ban here will have a positive
impact. Of the bag bans in effect in the US, none have demonstrably
hurt consumers or local business, but they have saved consumers,
cities, and businesses the expenses incurred from dealing with these
products.

Corvallis has the chance to set an example for other communities, and
lay the groundwork for a statewide solution in 2013. Please ban single
use plastic checkout bags here in Corvallis.

Sincerely,

Ms. Angela Yeager

orvallis, 0-5744
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Please Support Banning the Bag in Corvallis!

To: wardL@XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

Subject: Please Support Banning the Bag in Corvallis!
From: S Skybird <skybird@xxxxxxxx>

Date: Thu, 1 Mar 2012 17:47:43 -0600 (CST)
Organization: Sierra Club

Reply-to: S Skybird <skybird@xxxXxxXxxx=>

Mar 1, 2012

Mr. Mark O"Brien
501 SW Madison Avenue
Corvallis, OR 97333-4601

Dear Mr. O"Brien,

I write to express my strong support of the Corvallis ordinance that
bans single use plastic checkout bags.

Already, more than 50 downtown Corvallis businesses, and thousands of
Corvallis citizens support this effort. All we need is City action.
Banning plastic bags best addresses the problems of single-use plastic
bag waste, and most effectively moves consumers to sustainable
alternatives.

Our dependence on single-use plastic products has devastating effects
on the environment. From the Great Pacific Garbage Patch to the
thousands of marine animals who die each year, plastic bags are
contributing to environmental damage to our ocean systems. There is no
reason something we use for a few minutes should last a few hundred
years.

Corvallis is known for its environmental standards nationwide, and has
received numerous awards. Passing a ban here will have a positive
impact. Of the bag bans in effect in the US, none have demo