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. . . . . . . . CORVALLIS CITIZENS ADVISORY COMMISSION ON TRANSIT 
MINUTES

June 11, 2008

Present
Bob Lowry, Chair
Lita Verts, Vice-Chair
Stephan Friedt 
Susan Hyne
Brandon Trelstad
Robert E. Wilson

Absent
Tad Abernathy
Rick Crawford, ASOSU
George Grosch, City Councilor

Staff
Lisa Namba, Public Works
Tim Bates, Public Works
Cindy Hallett, Public Works
Jim Mitchell, Public Works

Visitors
Ali Bonakdar, CAMPO
Mayor Charlie Tomlinson
Michael Helberg
Jerry Krantz
Vida Krantz
Adam Stebbins

SUMMARY OF DISCUSSION

Agenda Item
Information

Only

Held for
Further
Review

Recommendations

I. Introductions X

II. Approval of May 14, 2008 Minutes
Approved June 11, 2008, as
amended

III. CACOT/Visitor Comments
• Charlie Tomlinson X

IV. Old Business
• Route Revision Subcommittee Update

and Final Recommendations
Approved Sub-Committee
Recommendations 

V. New Business
• Reduction of Eligible Age for

“Honored Citizen”
• Election of Vice-Chair

X Held until July 9, 2008

Commissioner Friedt elected 
Vice-Chair

VI. Information Sharing
• Written Report
• daVinci Days

X
X

VII. Adjournment X Adjourned at 9:44 a.m.
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CONTENT OF DISCUSSION

I. Introductions

The meeting was called to order at 8:23 a.m.

Introductions of Commission members, staff, and guests were made. 

II. Approval of Minutes - May 14, 2008

Corrections:

Page 3, paragraph 2, sentence 3 the word “matrixes” shall be replaced with “measures”.

Page 3, paragraph 3, sentence 2 shall read  “In order to find hours to provide Sunday
service, the proposed Saturday hours could be cut by having 2 of the 3 routes with half-
hour service switch to an hourly service”.  

Commissioners Friedt and Trelstad, respectively, moved and seconded that the
Commission  approve the May 14, 2008 minutes, as amended. The motion passed
unanimously. 

III. CACOT/Visitor Comments

Mayor Charlie Tomlinson thanked the Commission and staff for their work.  Mayor
Tomlinson recently attended a meeting featuring coordinated transit services hosted by
Mr. Bonakdar and was impressed with the progress being made by the group.  He is
currently going through the process of reappointing Commissioners.

Mr. Bonakdar reported he is working with City staff on developing  a  “universal pass” for
area transit services. 

Mr. Krantz lives on West Hills Road and currently uses Route 3.  He stated he is
concerned that all residents, and especially elderly persons remain well served by transit. 
Mr. Mitchell pointed out the Philomath Connection will soon provide two-way service on
West Hills Road from Western Boulevard to 53rd  Street.  Staff has been working with the
City of Philomath (PC) to have a coordinated fare structure with three bus  passes: CTS
only; PC only; and CTS/PC combination.  Cost for these passes are to be determined and
they will be available for purchase in mid-September. 

Mr. Helberg asked if the PC will have two handicap spots for handicapped riders.  Mr.
Mitchell stated the new bus has not been ordered yet, but will recommend a design that
will accommodate two handicap spots. 
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IV. Old Business
 
Route Revision Update - Mr. Bates reviewed the notes from the May 20th public meeting
and written/oral comments received since the meeting.  The only revision since the public
meeting is a proposed change to the Philomath Connection (PC) route.  The PC is
proposed to serve West Hills Road in both directions and northbound 26th Street on the
OSU campus from Western Boulevard to Monroe Avenue on the way to the Downtown
Transit Center.  It will no longer directly serve Technology Loop or Hwy 20 between
Technology Loop or Western Boulevard.

Mr. Bates reviewed the results of other issues studied by staff in response to public
comments:
• Loss of Direct Service to Stoneybrook - The current ridership at this stop is

extremely low and does not warrant reestablishing at the cost of loss of direct service
to the high density residential area on SW 49th Street. Mr. Mitchell said staff is looking
into installing a bench to replace the shelter which will be removed at the Stoneybrook
stop.  This would provide residents of Stoneybrook a midway point at which to rest
while walking the additional 400 feet to the 49th Street shelter. 

• Reduction in Service to 53rd Street between Harrison Blvd. and West Hills Rd. -
The sub-committee reviewed current ridership along this area and confirmed that the
ridership is extremely low. Mr. Bates rode on Route 8 and discussed the revisions with
riders regarding the replacement of Route 8 with the SW Commuter.  Ms. Namba
provided the Commission a letter from a Route 8 rider who is not pleased with the
proposed replacement of Route 8 with the Southwest Commuter. 

• Requests for Service to Crescent Valley High School (CVHS) - The sub-committee
discussed this request and could not support reducing service to other areas to add this
area outside city limits and to a low density area. e.  Chair Lowry inquired as to the
risk to federal funding; Ms. Namba stated that CTS would not be allowed to compete
with school district bus service. Other concerns were impacts to on-time performance
and coordination with other routes. Commissioner Fried asked staff to compile
statistics from First Student regarding the last time direct service was provided to
CVHS. 
 

Commissioners Wilson and Friedt, respectively, moved that CACOT adopt the CTS
and PC route revision recommendations proposed by staff and the sub-committee. 
The motion passed unanimously.  

Discussion ensued regarding the need for a public meeting  to present the revisions to the
public.  Commissioner Hyne said outreach to the public is important.  Vice-Chair Verts
said if there was a public meeting, the public would assume that this would be an
opportunity to give input for possible changes, when in fact the Commission has already
approved the final revisions.  Commissioner Friedt stated that the open house should be
for information sharing only.  Mr. Mitchell said that if a critical issue comes to light that
had not been foreseen, this public meeting would be an opportunity to present such an
issue.  Commissioner Wilson said he is concerned that a public meeting would lead to
another public meeting, thus delaying the implementation process.  Chair Lowry stated the
two CACOT meetings and the May public meeting have allowed enough time for the
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public to voice their concerns. Commissioners Trelstad and Hyne are in favor of an
evening informational meeting.  Ms. Namba stated the public meeting’s details would be
publicized on the City’s website, on CTS buses and shelters, and in the Gazette-Times. 
Commissioner Wilson would like a newspaper article written by staff, and hopefully
published by the Gazette-Times, which would detail the revisions.  

  
The Commission decided to hold a public meeting, for informational purposes only, at the
Downtown Fire Station 1, Thursday, June 26th, 5:00 p.m-6:30 p.m. Staff and Commission
members will be on hand to answer the public’s inquiries. 

V. New Business

Reduction of Eligible Age for “Honored Citizen”

Mr. Bates reviewed details of the current “Honored Citizen” program, details of the origin
of the program, and other transit agencies’ “Honored Citizen” pass programs.  Chair
Lowry asked for population demographics that would be informative in this discussion. 

Commissioners Wilson and Trelstad, respectively, moved and seconded that the
Commission reduce the minimum age to 75 years of age for an “Honored Citizen”
pass .   

Discussion ensued regarding the motion.  Commissioners requested a census demographic
breakdown.  Ms. Namba explained that the program is designed as a goodwill gesture and
as a way to get more people riding buses.  Chair Lowry tabled the discussion until the July
CACOT meeting when the staff can present possible fare losses, demographics, and other
information. 

Election of Vice-Chair

Commissioner Wilson nominated Commissioner Friedt as Vice-Chair. Chair Lowry
nominated Commissioner Hyne.  

Commissioner Friedt was elected Vice-Chair by a vote of 4 to 2.   

VI. Information Sharing 

Written Report - Mr. Bates reviewed the written Information Sharing Report provided in
the packet.  

Group Pass Update - Effective July 1, 2008, Group Pass Program service will include
unlimited rides on the Philomath Connection. 

daVinci Days - Ms. Hallett reported CTS will provide free rides July 19th and July 20th. 
CTS will feature a bus at Green Town.  Ms. Hallett is seeking volunteers to work at the
exhibit while Green Town is open. (Saturday 10:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. and Sunday Noon -
5:00 p.m.) Commissioners Hyne and Friedt, and visitor Mike Helberg volunteered. 

Summer Youth Transit Program - The program started June 1st and runs until
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September 1st.  All youth 17 years of age and under receive free rides on CTS and the PC
made possible by Allied Waste Services.  

Transit Trends - Mr. Mitchell brought to the Commission’s attention what is occurring to 
transit agencies nationwide.  The three common responses to the rise in fuel costs are
raising fares, reducing services, or increasing services, and that our community is
increasing services.  Commissioner Friedt asked if advertising on shelters or benches has
been considered.  Mr. Mitchell said it has not been seriously considered.  Vice-Chair Verts
thinks it may be a good time to revisit the issue. Chair Lowry questioned if at a state level
there could be a combined purchasing group for fuel since the state of Oregon does it for
other commodities. 

 
VII. Adjournment

Commissioners Wilson and Friedt, respectively, moved and seconded that the
meeting be adjourned.  The motion passed unanimously. 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:44 a.m.

NEXT MEETING: July 9, 2008, 8:15 a.m., Madison Avenue Meeting Room

For a copy of the Information Sharing Report or citizen letter distributed at the meeting, 
contact Tim Bates at Public Works, 541-766-6916.


