
CORVALLIS CITIZENS ADVISORY COMMISSION ON TRANSIT
MINUTES

December 12, 2001

Members Present
Craig Anderson, Chair
Bob Lowry
Janon Rogers
Lita Verts
Stewart Wershow, Councilor

Absent - Unexcused
Jeff Barricks
Dan Preller

Staff
Bernadette Barrett, Public Works
Steve Rogers, Public Works

SUMMARY OF DISCUSSION

Agenda Item
Informa-
tion Only

Held for
Further
Review Recommendations/Action

Minutes - November 14 Accepted as modified

On-time Performance  X

Ridership Report - Record Set X

Transit District Formation
Study

X

Fares X  

Intermodal Mall - Status Report X

CTS Winter Newsletter  X

Good Samaritan Hospital
Temporary Detour

X

Metropolitan Planning
Organization

X

Holiday Trolley Schedule  X  

CONTENT OF DISCUSSION

I. APPROVAL OF MINUTES - November 14, 2001

The minutes were modified on page 3 to reflect that the
Advisory Commission will also be reviewing the impact of the
proposed fare increase on ridership. 

II.  ON-TIME PERFORMANCE

Commissioner Lowry asked about the bus scheduling for the
buses that alternately serve Routes 5, 3 and 6.  They are
operating in this manner because of the amount of time that
each route is taking.  Generally, the Route 5 is able to
make up any time lost on either the Route 3 or 6.  Staff
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noted that all the routes work together, and the buses need
to accommodate transfers.  The buses are authorized to wait
up to five minutes for a transfer.  By the end of the day,
this may cause the routes to be running behind schedule. 
Other reasons for the lateness are the volume of transit
ridership which causes more starts and stops and the
increased traffic congestion.  A similar situation occurred
about the same time last year, and the City authorized
additional funds to add the peak service, which has helped
address standing-room only on morning commute runs.

III. INFORMATION SHARING

A.  Ridership Report - Monthly Record Set

The November ridership reports were presented. CTS provided
45,863 rides, which was the highest November ridership in
the history of the system.  The Philomath ridership was also
presented.  In response to questions, staff indicated that
the results of the Philomath transit survey were going to be
considered by the Philomath Traffic and Transportation
Safety Committee this month.  They will make recommendations
to the Council regarding proposed changes to the Philomath
transit service.

B. Transit District Formation Study

Steve Rogers informed the Commission that a study had been
conducted regarding the possible formation of either a
transportation district or a mass transit district.  The
report is comprehensive and includes information regarding
the two transit district governing structures, financing
options, stakeholder issues, and other related topics.  The
report will be forwarded to the City Council at their
December 17 meeting with a proposed process for public
involvement in the discussions.  It was noted that if a
decision is made to take the issue to the voters in May, the
City Council would need to refer the issue at their first
March meeting.

The proposed process includes a recommendation that CACOT
hold a public forum in January to receive input from various
groups and individuals who have an interest in this matter. 
CACOT would then have an opportunity to discuss the issue at
the February meeting and make a recommendation(s)to the City
Council.  CACOT will be informed of the Council’s action
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following the December 17 meeting.

C. Fare - Update

Staff reported that the City’s Urban Services Committee had
recommended to the Council that the fare increase, as
recommended by CACOT, be approved with an effective date of
February 1.  This would allow sufficient time to inform CTS
customers of the change.  It was noted that any fare media
purchased before February 1 would remain valid.  Sufficient
quantities of coupon books and passes are available to meet
any increased, short-term demand.

D.  Intermodal Mall - Status Report

The City’s Design Review Committee met on Friday, December
7, to review the artist’s sketches of the bus shelter glass
panels, the pedestrian seating area on the southwest corner
of the project and related art elements.  The materials were
displayed for CACOT feedback.  The consultant is in the
process of developing the plans and specifications and cost
estimate for the project.  Additionally, the Conditional
Development Permit application was filed with the City two
weeks ago and is undergoing staff review in preparation for
the Planning Commission’s consideration.  Steve Rogers
indicated that the lighting plan would be provided to the
City Council for their review prior to finalization of the
bid documents.  Commission members recommended that the
public be reminded that the project is federally funded.  It
is anticipated that an opportunity will be provided for
appropriate Congressional delegates to attend the ground-
breaking ceremony.

E. CTS Winter Newsletter

The winter CTS newsletter was distributed, covering topics
such as the winners in the Try Transit Week drawing, the
upcoming OSU ridership survey, a report on ridership (the
good news and the bad news story), and a reminder of the
availability of public restrooms in the area.  A special
edition of the CTS newsletter will be prepared following the
December 17 Council meeting to inform CTS customers of
several issues affecting transit service. 

F.  Good Samaritan Hospital Temporary Detour
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Good Samaritan Hospital will be closing the main entrance to
the hospital sometime after the beginning of the year for
remodeling.  The temporary entrance will be at the new
cardiac care facility.  The closure is expected to last 60 to
90 days.  The hospital requested and CTS has agreed to
reroute Routes B and 7 to accommodate the closure.  These two
routes will reverse direction around the hospital and
Corvallis Clinic complex.  The buses will make right-turn
movements into and out of the parking lot to board and
deboard passengers at the cardiac care facility.  Route 4
will not be rerouted.  Anyone using the Route 4 to reach the
hospital will need to enter the hospital from the lower level
emergency room entrance.

Specific dates for the start date of the detours will be
provided through notices on the buses.  Good Samaritan
Hospital will also provide notices to the public regarding
the closure and rerouted bus service.

G.  Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) Information

Staff provided brief information regarding the definition of
an urbanized area (UZ) and metropolitan planning organization
(MPO) and the process for MPO formation.  The information was
provided to distinguish future MPO discussions from those
related to the transit district formation.  It was emphasized
that the two issues are not related but that because of the
anticipated timing of the U. S. Bureau of Census release of
urban area designations in late March or early April, there
may be some public confusion between the two subjects.  The
urbanized area designation does not relate to city limit
lines, but is based upon census blocks.  An urbanized area
designation requires a total population of 50,000 and 1,000
people per square mile in contiguous census blocks.  Once the
Corvallis area is declared an urbanized area, it will need to
form a metropolitan planning organization (MPO) for
transportation planning purposes.  The MPO boundary is to
include the UZ plus the area expected to be developed in the
next 20 years.  This will most likely be the urban growth
boundaries of Corvallis and Philomath and will involve
participation by Benton County for those portions outside
current city limit lines and the cities of Corvallis and
Philomath.

It was noted that City staff are working with City of Bend
representatives on this topic since it is anticipated that
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the Bend area may also be designated as an urbanized area. 
If the Corvallis area is designated an urbanized area,
transit service for the urbanized area will be eligible for
Federal Transit Administration small urban funding (Section
5307).  The City currently receives small city/rural funding
(Section 5311) in an amount of around $143,000.  The Section
5307 funding will most likely produce an amount closer to
$400,000 and could be used to provide transit service to the
entire UZ.  Additional information will be provided at a
later date.  

H.  Holiday Trolley Schedule

Copies of the 2001 holiday trolley schedule were distributed
to CACOT members.

VI. ADJOURNMENT

The meeting was adjourned at 9:10 a.m.

Future Meetings:
Wednesday, January 9, 7:50 a.m., City Hall Conference Rm. D
Wednesday, February 13, 7:50 a.m., City Hall Conference Rm. D
Wednesday, March 13, 7:50 a.m., City Hall Conference Rm. D
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