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CITY OF CORVALLIS 
COUNCIL ACTION MINUTES 

November 2, 2015 
 

SUMMARY OF DISCUSSION 
 

Agenda Item 
Information 

Only 

Held for 
Further 
Review 

Decisions/Recommendations 

New Business    
1. Schedule Livability Code Public Hearing    Scheduled PH 11/16/15 

passed 8-0 
Page 421    
Presentations    
1. LBCC Benton Center Update Yes   
2. BC OSU Extension and 4-H Service District Yes   
Pages 421-422    
Visitors' Propositions    
1. OSU Service District/4-H Program (S. Hinz,  T. 

Hinz, Adams, Tappon, Vega, Skubina)  
Yes   

2. Homeless shelter (McNern) Yes   
3. LBCC Benton Center/Washington Park (Joyce, 

Mace, Wilson, Cummins, Hatch)   
Yes   

4. Livability Code (Levy) Yes   
5. Public restrooms in the Downtown area (Ball) Yes   
Pages 422-424     
Consent Agenda    Adopted Revised Consent 

Agenda passed U 
Pages 424-425    
Items Removed from Consent Agenda    
1. Council minutes 11/19/15    Approved 10/19/15 Council 

minutes passed U 
Page 425    
Unfinished Business    
1. OSU-Related Plan Review next steps Yes   
Page 425    
HSC – October 20, 2015    
1. Corrections to minutes, if any Yes   
2. CPRR: 1.04, "Official Flower"    Affirmed Policy passed U 
3. CPRR: 1.07, "The Corvallis Flag"    Affirmed Policy passed U 
4. Public Restrooms in the Downtown area follow-

up 
   Pursue Option 1 described in 

P&R Director Emery's 
10/12/15 staff report passed 
U 

Pages 425-427    
USC – October 20, 2015    
1. Corrections to minutes, if any Yes   
2. Prohibit Use of Neonicotinoids on City Property    RESOLUTION 2015-30 

passed U 
3. CPRR: 7.01, "Assessments – Sanitary Sewer 

and Water System Improvements" 
CPRR: 7.02, "Assessments – Storm System" 
CPRR: 7.03, "Assessment – Street 
Improvements" 

Yes 
 

Yes 
Yes 

  

Page 427    
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Agenda Item 
Information 

Only 

Held for 
Further 
Review 

Decisions/Recommendations 

ASC – October 21, 2015    
1. Corrections to minutes, if any Yes   
2. Livability Code  11/16/15 

PH 
 

3. Majestic Theatre Fourth Quarter Financial 
Report 

Yes   

4. CPRR: 4.14, "Use of City Hall Plaza"    Amended Policy passed U 
Page 428    
Other Related Matters    
1. Supplemental budget for da Vinci Days Festival    RESOLUTION 2015-31 

passed 8 to 1 
Page 428     
Mayor's Reports    
1.  Benton Center Yes   
2.  12/3 Council work session regarding   

homelessness 
Yes   

3.  Mayor/Council email log Yes   
4.  BC OSU Extension and 4-H Service District Yes   
5.  City Legislative Committee Yes   
6.  Mayor and Council email log Yes   
Pages 429-431      
Council Reports    
1. GCC (Baker) Yes   
2. Livability surveys, Livability article in GT 

(Glassmire) 
Yes   

3. Wild turkeys, Philomath Artists' Open House, 
WiN Expo, da Vinci Days funding request 
(Hann) 

Yes   

4. HOC Summit (Beilstein) Yes   
5. Ward 4 meeting, KLAB contest, 11/12/15 

Council work session regarding OSU-Related 
Plan Review Task Force recommendations 

Yes   

Pages 431-432    
Staff Reports    
1. Livability  Yes   
2. City Manager Ride-Along with CPD Yes   
3. Website improvements regarding Council 

meeting materials 
Yes   

Page 432    
Recess to Executive Session    
1. City Manager Evaluation Yes   
Page 432    
Action from Executive Session    
1. City Manager Evaluation    Continue City Manager 

Shepard's employment passed 
U 

Page 432    
 
Glossary of Terms 
ASC  Administrative Services Committee  
BC Benton County  
CGTF Council Goals Task Force  
CPD Corvallis Police Department  
CPRR Council Policy Review and Recommendation  
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GCC Government Comment Corner  
GT Gazette-Times  
HOC Housing Oversight Committee  
HSC Human Services Committee  
KLAB King Legacy Advisory Board  
LBCC Linn-Benton Community College  
OSU Oregon State University 
P&R Parks and Recreation 
PH Public Hearing 
RPD Residential Parking District 
U Unanimous 
USC Urban Services Committee 
WiN Willamette Innovators Network 
  
 



Council Minutes – November 2, 2015  Page 421 
 

CITY OF CORVALLIS 
COUNCIL MINUTES 

November 2, 2015 
 

 I. CALL TO ORDER 
 

The regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Corvallis, Oregon was called to order at 
6:30 pm on November 2, 2015 in the Downtown Fire Station, 400 NW Harrison Boulevard, 
Corvallis, Oregon, with Mayor Traber presiding. 

 
 II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
 III. ROLL CALL 
 

PRESENT: Mayor Traber; Councilors Baker, Beilstein, Brauner, Bull (6:40 pm), Glassmire, 
Hann, Hirsch, Hogg, York  

 
XI. NEW BUSINESS 

 
  A. Schedule Livability Code Public Hearing 
 

Councilors Brauner and Hann, respectively, moved and seconded to schedule a public 
hearing on November 16, 2015 to hear public testimony regarding the proposed 
Livability Code.   
 
The motion passed 8 to 0 (Councilor Bull had not yet arrived). 

 
 IV. PROCLAMATION/PRESENTATION/RECOGNITION  
 
  A. Linn-Benton Community College (LBCC) Benton Center Update 
 

LBCC President Hamann said LBCC staff was committed to working with the City and 
the community.  Two approaches were initially considered for the Benton Center (BC) 
expansion: expanding within the BC's existing property or partnering with Samaritan 
Health Services (SHS), whose property is adjacent to the BC.  Dr. Hamann said SHS had 
recently purchased the CH2M Hill building on NW Walnut Boulevard, so their interests 
had changed and discussions about working on a joint parking structure had ceased.  As a 
result, LBCC has focused on options for expanding on the BC property.  He showed four 
artist's conceptual drawings of possible expansion design schemes (Attachments A1, A2, 
A3, A4).  He said the Design Committee was not completely satisfied with the drawings 
because they did not meet expectations for adequate parking.   
 
(Councilor Bull arrived at this time.) 

 
Councilor York disclosed that she was formerly employed by LBCC and served on the 
LBCC Board when Dr. Hamann was hired.   
 
In response to Councilors' inquiries, Dr. Hamann provided the following information:  
Required parking spaces were estimated at 231 based on the City's Land Development 
Code.  All models being considered by LBCC used some of the BC's existing parking lot 
space for classroom expansion.  LBCC considered a variety of options for parking, 
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including surface parking and partnering with SHS on a parking structure.  Alternative 
transportation is continually encouraged and use of public transportation has quadrupled 
over the last few years.  The cost per parking space was three times higher for a parking 
structure compared with surface parking. LBCC had two and one half years to complete 
the project, so there was time to select the best option for the expansion.  Dr. Hamann 
was not certain if Washington Park was in the 100-year floodplain. LBCC had not 
explored an underground parking facility; however, Dr. Hamann was open to considering 
its feasibility.   
 
Councilor Beilstein said he would consider relocating the softball field in Washington 
Park to a nearby area and improving the remaining part of the park, as long as there was 
no net loss of parkland.  Dr. Hamann said he would gladly work with the City to develop 
alternatives. 
 

B. Benton County OSU Extension and 4-H Service District 
 

Derek Godwin, Oregon State University (OSU) Outreach and Engagement's West Central 
Regional Administrator spoke from prepared remarks regarding the proposed Service 
District (Attachment B). 
 
Kathy Clark, Citizens for Benton County Extension, spoke from prepared remarks in 
support of the Service District (Attachment C). 
 
In response to Councilors' inquiries, Mr. Godwin provided the following information: It 
was hoped cities could adopt resolutions in November, as Benton County would like to 
hold public hearings in December and begin formal campaigns in January. The Service 
District would be governed by the Benton County Board of Commissioners.  Funding 
would provide permanent staff support and about $600,000 was expected to be generated.  
Priorities would be focused on farms, local food, and families. The Service District would 
displace funding from the County, which could reinstate some services that were 
provided in the past.  The County's existing biennial budget provided funding for OSU 
Extension and 4-H through June 30, 2017.  Corvallis' participation was not required for 
the Service District to be placed on the May ballot; however, the Board of 
Commissioners would likely not pursue the Service District if Corvallis did not 
participate. A May 2016 election was chosen to capitalize on momentum and if the 
measure passed, a Service District could be formed on July 1 and a budget could be set, 
even though funds would not be collected until November. There was also potential for 
other organizations to request funding in the November 2016 election. 
 
Councilors preferred more time to obtain information about the Service District.  They 
agreed to further discuss the matter at their November 16 meeting, including considering 
a resolution.   

 
 V. VISITORS' PROPOSITIONS  
 

Sean Hinz, a 4-H County Ambassador, said the organization provided him with a direction in life.  
He has learned about building leadership skills and was inspired to make the world a better place. 
His dream is find solutions to the world's problems and he trains guide dogs to help the blind. 
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Travis Hinz, a sophomore at Corvallis High School, said his social anxiety makes it difficult to be 
around people.  When he started 4-H, he would have been too uncomfortable to speak in front of 
a group such as the City Council.  Through 4-H, he has overcome that fear and he wanted to 
contribute to his community.  In response to Councilor Bull's inquiries, Mr. Hinz said he 
joined  4-H in kindergarten; he is now a junior leader and a 4-H Ambassador; and 4-H stands for 
head, heart, health, and hand.   
 
Rick McNern spoke from prepared testimony concerning the proposed permanent homeless 
shelter (Attachment D).    
 
Rita Adams asked the Council to support a resolution for Corvallis' participation in the Service 
District.  She was a long-time 4-H member and worked with young people to help them achieve 
through that organization.  In response to Councilor Bull's inquiry, Ms. Adams said there were 
people in Extension Services who helped with the business aspects of 4-H.  In response to 
Councilor Baker's inquiry, Ms. Adams said one of the funding challenges was stability for 
support staff funded through grants.   
 
Peggy Joyce, a member of the LBCC Design Committee, said parking issues have prevented her 
from taking classes at the BC for the past three years.  She did not see a vision for the BC, 
questioned where it would be in 15 years, and what parking would be needed.  In response to 
Councilor Baker's inquiry, Ms. Joyce wanted LBCC to communicate more with the 
neighborhood.  In response to Councilor Brauner's inquiry, Ms. Joyce said she had presented her 
same perspective to the LBCC Board; however, she did not believe her ideas had been heard. 
 
Ellen Tappon encouraged the Council to pass a resolution supporting formation of the Service 
District. 
 
Mariana Mace has lived near Washington Park for several years and used the BC and the park 
many times.  She wanted the park to serve all constituencies, including students, residents, and 
SHS employees.  She was unsure what LBCC's short-term parking solution would be when 
construction on the expansion began.  In response to Councilor York's inquiry, Ms. Mace 
explained that her quote in the Corvallis Gazette-Times, "what part of no didn't stick," was her 
commenting on what other people would say about giving up a portion of Washington Park for 
the BC expansion, and it was a small piece of the conversation.   
 
Marie Wilson read from a prepared statement concerning regional transportation goals as they 
related to the BC expansion (Attachment E).  She noted that traveling to LBCC's Albany campus 
was counter to sustainability goals because it increased vehicle miles traveled. 
 
Karen Levy, Project Coordinator for Linn Benton Health Equity Alliance, read from a prepared 
statement supporting the proposed Livability Code (Attachment F).   In response to 
Councilor Baker's inquiry, Ms. Levy said her organization would be pleased to assist with 
developing materials that were culturally and linguistically appropriate so specific populations 
could be targeted and language could be crafted to match differing literacy levels. 
 
Martina Vega, an active 4-H member for nine years, asked the Council to support the resolution 
to include Corvallis in the Service District.  She said 4-H provided leadership skills.   
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Judy Ball supported the addition of porta-potties in Riverfront Commemorative Park, although 
she believed the City should add more of them.  She said portable toilets would help to address 
public health problems and she encouraged the Council to do more to support vulnerable 
members of the community.   
 
Tammy Skubinna supported Corvallis' participation in the Service District.  She was a 4-H 
volunteer and for 26 years she served as a 4-H Youth Development faculty member in Benton 
County.  She said OSU Extension Services was a place where organizations, individuals, 
businesses, and local governments came for information, and she emphasized the important 
community connections and outreach that Extension Services provided.  In response to 
Councilor Hann's inquiry about how Extension Services related to the rural/urban interface, 
Ms. Skubinna said people who move from cities to rural areas benefit through the Extension 
Services education programs.  Examples include farmers connecting to farmers markets, which 
then connect to restaurants to provide locally sourced food.   
 
Mayor Traber recessed the meeting from 8:26 to 8:37 pm. 
 
Dian Cummins did not support modification of Washington Park to accommodate parking related 
to the BC expansion.  She regularly used the park and said it would be very difficult to find a 
nearby area to relocate the softball field.  She suggested considering other alternatives, such as 
purchasing the vacant property on the corner of NW Ninth Street and Buchanan Avenue to 
provide some of the needed parking spaces.  
 
Audrey Hatch lived near the BC and supported the BC expansion.  She said her neighborhood 
wanted LBCC to consider all options and present a strong case for why a portion of Washington 
Park should be paved for parking.  She wanted continued dialog and continued exchange of 
information about options and needs.  She said the neighborhood was also interested in 
improvements to Washington Park.  Councilor Hirsch thanked Ms. Hatch for her willingness to 
have a conversation about the BC expansion. 

    
 VI. CONSENT AGENDA 
 
  Councilor Baker requested removal of the October 19, 2015 Council meeting minutes (Item 

A.1.). 
 
  Councilors Hann and Glassmire, respectively, moved and seconded to adopt the Consent Agenda 

as follows:  
 

 A. Reading of Minutes   
  2. For Information and Filing (Draft minutes may return if changes are made by the 

Board or Commission) 
   a. Airport Advisory Board – October 6, 2015 
   b. Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Board – October 2, 2015 
   c. Watershed Management Advisory Board – September 23, 2015 
 
 B. Announcement of vacancy on Arts and Culture Advisory Board (Ryan) 
 
 C. Announcement of appointments to Arts and Culture Advisory Board (Duncan); Budget 

Commission (McClure); Community Police Review Advisory Board (Edwards); King 
Legacy Advisory Board (Koetje) 
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 D. Confirmation of an Executive Session immediately following the regular meeting under 
ORS 192.660(2)(i) (status of employment-related performance) – City Manager 
Evaluation 

 
 E. Schedule an Executive Session immediately following the November 16, 2015 meeting 

under ORS 192.660(2) (d) (status of labor negotiations)  – Corvallis Regional 
Communications Center Association  

 
 F. Acknowledgement of Republic Services Annual Rate Increase 
 
 The motion passed unanimously. 
 
 VII. ITEMS REMOVED FROM CONSENT AGENDA  
 
 A. Reading of Minutes 
   
  1. City Council Meeting – October 19, 2015 
 

Councilor Baker referred to page 405 of the minutes, Other Business: Continue 
discussing RPD parking permit process and fee.  The minutes stated Urban Services 
Committee (USC) further discussed how to include tenants' and residents' input in the 
formation of a parking district.  He clarified that USC intended to discuss the matter at a 
future meeting, but they did not discuss it at their October 6 meeting. 
 
Councilors Hirsch and York, respectively, moved and seconded to approve the 
October 19, 2015 Council minutes.  The motion passed unanimously.    

 
VIII. UNFINISHED BUSINESS   
 
  A. OSU-Related Plan Review next steps 
 
   Mayor Traber said the minutes from the last meeting were available on the City's website. 
 
   The item was for information only. 
 
 IX. STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS, ORDINANCES, RESOLUTIONS, AND MOTIONS 

 
 A. Human Services Committee – October 6, 2015 
 
  1. Corrections to HSC minutes, if any  
 

Councilor Glassmire referred to page 6 of the October 6 HSC minutes:  Chair Hann 
referenced Mr. Bailey's previous testimony that installing a porta-potty on his 
construction site eliminated a problem that occurred three or four times per year.  
Councilor Glassmire said the time period should reflect three or four times per 
month. 
 
Councilor Hann clarified that on page 7 of the HSC minutes he intended to 
communicate that community members could speak with their churches, not 
Committee members, as is noted in the minutes. 
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The item was for information only. 
   
  2. Council Policy Review and Recommendation: 1.04, "Official Flower"  
 
  Councilor Hann proudly displayed a beautiful, potted chrysanthemum in homage to 

the City's official flower.   
 
  Councilors Hann and Beilstein, respectively, moved and seconded to affirm the 

Policy.  The motion passed unanimously.  
 
  3. Council Policy Review and Recommendation: 1.07, "The Corvallis Flag" 
 

Councilors Hann and Beilstein, respectively, moved and seconded to affirm the 
Policy.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 
  4. Public Restrooms in Downtown Area Follow-up  
 

Councilors Hann and Beilstein, respectively, moved and seconded to pursue 
Option 1, as recommended in Parks and Recreation Director Emery's 
October 12, 2015 memorandum to Human Services Committee, at a total additional 
annual cost of $1,320 as follows: 
 

* Riverfront Commemorative Park North and South Restrooms - Continue 
permanent restroom service Monday through Sunday, 8 am to 10 pm, March 
through October. Currently in Parks and Recreation Department operating 
budget. Add an ADA portable restroom at the North Riverfront permanent 
restroom location, November through February with once a week service. 
Estimated additional annual cost is $320. 

 
* Shawala Point - Add one portable restroom Monday through Sunday, 24 hours 

a day, all year, with once a week service at Shawala point. This would provide 
a restroom at night after the park is closed. Estimated additional annual cost is 
$1,000.  Continue one portable restroom, Monday through Sunday, 24 hours a 
day, November through February, with once a week service. This would 
provide two portable restrooms at two different locations within Shawala Point 
during November through February which is the time the permanent restrooms 
are closed. Estimated annual cost for second portable restroom is $220.  This is 
in the current Parks and Recreation Department operating plan and budget. 

 
In response to Councilor Baker's inquires, Councilor Hann said the additional porta-
potties supplemented the other restrooms provided by the City on a year-round basis, 
such as the one at the Downtown Transit Center.  Councilor Glassmire said a porta-
potty had been installed near SW 5th Street north of Western Boulevard.  
Councilor Beilstein said it was too soon to know if the additions were adequate; 
however, it was a place to start. 
 
Councilor Baker said the issue crossed wards and while the additional porta-potties 
were being funded through the Parks and Recreation Department's budget, the 
problem applied to other departments as well.  He noted the porta-potty in Garfield 
Park that was installed by Corvallis School District 509J and he was approached 
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about restrooms at Willamette Park.  He hoped the general need for restrooms in City 
parks could be addressed during budget discussions.   
 
Councilor Hann said providing additional restrooms would serve not only the 
homeless, but others who need a conveniently located restroom.   
 
The motion passed unanimously. 

 
 B. Urban Services Committee – October 20, 2015 
 
  1. Corrections to USC minutes, if any  
 
   There were no corrections to the minutes.  The item was for information only. 
 
  2. Prohibit Use of Neonicotinoids on City Property 

 
Councilor Baker said neonicotinoids, a type of pesticide that affected an insect's 
central nervous system, were connected to a decline in bee populations.  State law 
prevented the City from regulating use of neonicotinoids on non-City owned 
property.  While the City did not currently use neonicotinoids on City property, the 
resolution was proposed to ensure that they were not used in the future. 

 
  City Attorney Brewer read a resolution to prohibit the use of neonicotinoid pesticide 

on City-owned property. 
 
  Councilors Hirsch and Hann, respectively, moved and seconded to adopt the 

resolution. 
 

Councilor Baker said he appreciated the City taking action on the matter and he 
viewed it as an opportunity to raise awareness about the issue. 
 

RESOLUTION 2015-30 passed unanimously. 
 
  3. Council Policy Reviews and Recommendations: 
    
   7.01, "Assessments – Sanitary Sewer and Water System Improvements"  
   7.02, "Assessment – Storm System"  
   7.03, "Assessment – Street Improvements"  
 
  Councilor Baker said due to continued policy discussions about unimproved streets, 

the Committee agreed to table review of the Policies to an unknown future date.   
 

Councilor Glassmire said there had been two sewer breakdowns in his ward over the 
past three years, and he asked USC to keep that in mind during its discussions. 

 
  The items were for information only. 
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 C. Administrative Services Committee (ASC) – October 21, 2015 
 
  1. Corrections to ASC minutes, if any  
 
   There were no corrections. The item was for information only. 
 
  2. Livability Code 
 

 Councilor Bull noted Council's earlier decision to hold a public hearing on the 
proposed Livability Code at the November 16 Council meeting.  She said ASC 
heard concerns about possible retaliation against tenants and requests that 
notifications should be sent simultaneously to tenants and landlords. 

 
 Councilor Brauner clarified that while the ordinance would become effective 180 

days after the new Livability Code was adopted, in the interim, the existing Rental 
Housing Code would continue to be in effect and enforced. 

 
 Councilor Bull asked staff to provide clarification about whether appeals could be 

made on both code standards and the administrative process. 
 

3. Majestic Theatre (MT) Fourth Quarter Financial Report  
 
 Councilor Bull recognized MT Supervisor Ivy for his good work and contributions 

toward the Theatre's success.   
 
 Councilor Hann encouraged people to participate in the Theatre. 
 
 The item was for information only. 
 
4. Council Policy Review and Recommendation: 4.14, "Use of City Hall Plaza"   

 
 Councilors Bull and Brauner, respectively, moved and seconded to amend Council 

Policy 4.14, "Use of City Hall Plaza," as recommended by staff. 
 
 The motion passed unanimously. 

 
 D. Other Related Matters 
 
  1.   A resolution for a supplemental budget in the General Fund in the amount of $15,000 

to support the da Vinci Days Festival 
 
   Mr. Brewer read the resolution. 
 
   Councilors York and Beilstein, respectively, moved and seconded to adopt the 

resolution. 
 

RESOLUTION 2015-31 passed 8 to 1, with Councilor Hirsch opposing. 
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X.  MAYOR, COUNCIL, AND STAFF REPORTS 
 
 A. Mayor's Reports 

 
Mayor Traber inquired whether Council wished to pursue BC expansion options related 
to Washington Park. 
 
Councilor Hirsch said its October 15 meeting, the Parks, Natural Areas, and Recreation 
Advisory Board (PNARAB) voted against the City pursuing changes to Washington 
Park. He hoped the community and City could have a conversation about options to 
improve the Park.  He would not support any proposal that resulted in a loss of park 
space.  He suggested consideration of the Sprick property, which is adjacent to the green 
space on the south side of Washington Park. 
 
Councilor Beilstein said the burden was on LBCC to present a proposal to the City.  He 
would be willing to consider relocating the ballpark to a nearby area, as long as there was 
no net loss of open space.  He did not believe City staff time should be spent on the 
matter, except to respond to a proposal from LBCC. 
 
Councilor Brauner agreed with Councilor Beilstein.  He said the project was LBCC's and 
its staff needed to take the lead and work with stakeholders.  He said there was an 
opportunity for everyone to benefit if the project was approached correctly.  
  
Councilor Glassmire agreed with the comments made by Councilors Beilstein and 
Brauner, and he wanted the community to be involved in making decisions about the 
project.  
 
Councilor Hogg agreed with Councilor Beilstein's comments.  He attended the 
October 15 PNARAB meeting where for the second time, members voted against selling 
Washington Park.  PNARAB also wanted to remind the Council about Resolution 94-13 
that stated City parks were not for sale; Washington Park was named in the list of parks 
cited in the resolution.  Members also expressed concern that the Council did not listen to 
PNARAB recommendations.  Councilor Hogg agreed with considering the possibility of 
a land swap with a nearby property to meet the needs of the City and the BC; however, he 
opposed selling the park.  He reminded the Council that it had strongly criticized OSU for 
building new classrooms on parking lots, yet the same thing was proposed at the BC and 
he did not hear similar concerns.  He hoped for a balanced and reasonable approach for 
both the University and LBCC as other projects come forward.  He also agreed with 
Councilor Beilstein's comment that a limited amount of staff resources should be spent 
until LBCC presented a proposal to the City.  
 
Councilor York agreed with Councilor Hogg's observation about the need to be 
consistent with OSU and LBCC.  She said the BC would continue to grow and it was 
important to look to the future.  She agreed with Ms. Wilson's earlier comments about 
being mindful of the number of vehicle trips that were being generated by those who take 
classes on the LBCC campus in Albany compared with taking classes at the BC in 
Corvallis.  She said there were many opportunities to purchase commercial property on 
the BC block, which she described as the area from NW Polk Avenue to the south to 
NW Buchanan Avenue to the north, to NW Ninth Street to the west, and the railroad 
tracks to the east.  She agreed with Councilor comments concerning possible changes to 
Washington Park, noting any changes needed to be good for the parks system as a whole.  



Council Minutes – November 2, 2015  Page 430 
 

She was concerned that LBCC did not have a definitive answer about the number of 
parking spaces that would be required by the expansion.  She expected that an application 
from LBCC would include traffic studies and other data that clearly demonstrated they 
were fulfilling the promises they made in the bond measure's Argument in Favor letter 
that appeared in the Voter's Pamphlet.  The letter, which she signed, specified that 
passage of the bond would increase classrooms, expansion of services to the number of 
students, solve a "terrible parking problem," and that the City Council supported the bond 
measure.  She was disturbed by SHS's lack of participation in the process thus far, as they 
were contributing to the parking problem in the neighborhoods near the BC.   
 
Councilor Hann agreed that others contributed to parking issues around the BC.  He was 
not sure that a parking review had been conducted for SHS's adjacent 180,000 square feet 
medical facility.  He suggested considering a lease of park land, as it was too difficult to 
find available green space in the area.  He said the improvements would have to be 
substantial and a very creative approach would be required. 
 
Councilor Hirsch said he did not know of any Councilor who supported selling any City 
park for cash. 
 
Councilor Baker did not believe Washington Park should be considered in the BC 
expansion. He said Resolution 94-13 not only specified that parks should not be sold, it 
also outlined specific categories of properties owned by the City: lands dedicated for 
parks, lands dedicated for parks and public purposes, and areas designated as parks.  He 
said Washington Park was named in the Land Dedicated for Parks section and he read the 
following text from the Resolution: It can be used, in addition to a park, for public 
squares, memorials, monuments, campgrounds, and contain amenities which may 
include, but are not limited to: comfort stations, tennis courts, playgrounds, sports fields, 
fountains, trails, and recreational buildings, such as community recreation centers.  He 
said losing some of Washington Park for the BC expansion was one of the contentious 
issues surrounding the bond measure.  He was not convinced that BC had considered 
options that did not include Washington Park. 
 
Councilor Beilstein said advisory boards and commissions were valuable and he did not 
necessarily disagree with the PNARAB's recommendations; however, their role was 
advisory in nature and Council made the decisions.  He said previously adopted 
resolutions were not binding on the current Council; only changes to the City Charter 
were binding on the Council. 
 
Mr. Shepard added that while advisory boards were important, they advised the Council 
on specific issues.  The Council was charged with looking at multiple issues to decide 
what was best for the City as a whole. He said staff interaction with LBCC to discuss 
application details and answer questions would be appropriate.  Councilors agreed with 
his suggestion to bring the matter back to the full Council, rather than assigning it to a 
Council Standing Committee. 
 
Mayor Traber said he and Mr. Shepard discussed a process for collecting community 
input on the homelessness issue in preparation for the December 3 work session. 
 
Mayor Traber said emails sent to the Mayor and Council's public email addresses were 
automatically posted on the City's website so they were available for the public to read.  
Recently, an individual sent an email which contained personal contact information, and 
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it was ultimately used by others to harass that individual.  Mayor Traber cautioned the 
public to be aware of the email log and to consider what information was contained in 
emails before sending them.  In response to Mayor Traber's inquiry, Council did not want 
to immediately suspend the public email log while alternative solutions were being 
explored.    
 
Mayor Traber said the City Legislative Committee would reconvene soon to discuss 
items for the next legislative session.  

  
 B. Council Reports 
 
  1. Climate Action Task Force (CATF) 

 
Nothing was reported.   

 
  2. Housing Development Task Force (HDTF) 
 

Nothing was reported.   
 

  3. Sustainable Budget Task Force (SBTF) 
 
Nothing was reported.   
 

  4. Vision and Action Plan Task Force (VAPTF) 
 

Nothing was reported.   
 

  5. Other Council Reports 
 

Councilor Baker hosted the October 10 Government Comment Corner.  Comments 
included the residential parking district expansion process, a request to make South 
Third Street more pedestrian and bicycle friendly, unimproved streets, the need for a 
detoxification and substance abuse treatment center in Corvallis, the Corvallis-
Benton County Public Library being used for loitering and the need for a community 
center as an alternative, and garbage at the confluence of the Willamette and Marys 
Rivers. 
 
Councilor Glassmire said the Community Relations Advisory Group would provide 
an update to the Human Services Committee on November 3, including plans for a 
livability survey that would focus primarily on alcohol consumption, noise, parties, 
and trash.  In the past eight months, Councilor Glassmire had received three 
independent requests from constituents to conduct a community survey on systemic 
issues, such as the impact of the increased number of student residences in 
neighborhoods.  He sent to his constituent email listserv a link to the Livability article 
that was published in the October 25, 2015 edition of the Corvallis Gazette-Times.  
He requested comments on the article; none of those he received were positive. 
 
Councilor Hann said he and Councilor Glassmire attended the Edgewood Park 
neighborhood's annual meeting where the growing population of wild turkeys was 
discussed.  Representatives from Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife and the 
Corvallis Police Department were in attendance.   Councilor Hann requested that 
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staff add information about wild turkeys on the City's website.  He recently attended 
the Philomath Artists' Open House and was impressed by the intersection of art and 
science.  He encouraged people to attend the November 5 WiN Expo.  He initially 
struggled with whether to support the da Vinci Days funding request as discussed at 
the October 19 Council meeting; however, he ultimately believed providing the 
funding was appropriate.   
 
Councilor Beilstein said he, Councilor Hogg, and Mayor Traber attended the Housing 
Oversight Committee (HOC) Summit on November 2.  His takeaway was that HOC 
staffing was not adequate to effectively coordinate the agencies that assist the 
homeless. 
 
Councilor Bull held a Ward 4 meeting on October 22.  She noted the theme of this 
year's King Legacy Advisory Board's annual contest was "What a just and peaceful 
community would look like"; entries were due December 1.  Recommendations from 
the OSU-Related Plan Review Task Force would be discussed at the November 12 
Council work session. Mr. Shepard asked Councilors to send specific questions or 
issues to staff for inclusion in the meeting packet. 

    
 C. Staff Reports 
 

City Manager Shepard noted the Livability article in the October 25, 2015 edition of the 
Corvallis Gazette-Times (Attachment G).  He acknowledged the successes were the result 
of a joint effort between the current and previous Council, City staff, and property 
owners. 
 
Mr. Shepard rode with Corvallis Police Officer Christoson on Saturday evening, 
October 31.  He complimented the officer and the Corvallis Police Department for their 
professionalism. 
 
Mr. Shepard distributed an outline of improvements to the Council meeting information 
page on the City's website. (Attachment H). 

 
XI.  NEW BUSINESS, continued – None 
   
XII. PUBLIC HEARINGS – None 
 
XIII. RECESS TO EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 

A. ORS 192.660(2)(i) (status of employment-related performance) – City Manager 
Evaluation 

 
The Mayor and City Council met in Executive Session from 10:14 to 10:50 pm to discuss 
the City Manager's evaluation. 
 

XIV. POSSIBLE ACTION FROM EXECUTIVE SESSION DISCUSSION 
 
 A. City Manager Evaluation 
 

Councilors York and Hirsch, respectively, moved and seconded to continue City 
Manager Shepard's employment. The motion passed unanimously. 



XV. ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting adjourned at 10:51 pm. 

APPROVED: 

ATTEST: 
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LBCC Benton Center Expansion | October 23, 2015 

EXISTING BENTON CENTER
CLASSROOM 
EXPANSION
(2-STORY)

74 CARS

169 CARS

CODE REQUIRED PARKING 
(WITH EXPANSION)
231 TOTAL CARS

PARKING PROVIDED
243 TOTAL CARS

N

COMMUNITY GARDEN

EXERCISE PATH

OPTION A - COMMUNITY GARDEN
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EXISTING BENTON CENTER
74 CARS

112 CARS

SOFTBALL FIELD

OPTION B - SOFTBALL FIELD

CLASSROOM 
EXPANSION
(2-STORY)

EXERCISE PATH

CODE REQUIRED PARKING 
(WITH EXPANSION)
231 TOTAL CARS

PARKING PROVIDED
186 TOTAL CARS

N
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LBCC Benton Center Expansion | October 29, 2015 

SITE SECTIONS

PARKING OPTION A: 200 CARS

PARKING OPTION B: 270 CARS

EXISTING BENTON CENTER
CLASSROOM EXPANSION

CLASSROOM EXPANSION

STRUCTURED PARKING

STRUCTURED PARKING

POSSIBLE 
FUTURE 
PHASE

EXISTING BENTON CENTER
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Derek Godwin 

Good evening, Mayor and City Councilors. I am Derek Godwin. I work for Oregon State University's 

Extension Service as a Regional Administrator for this mid-Willamette Valley Region, including Benton 

County. We are here tonight to share information about a Benton County Extension and 4-H Service 

District being proposed by the Citizens for Benton County Extension. 

The Extension Service has been in existence in Oregon since 1911, and across the United States since 

1914. It is part of the land grant system, which is why it is associated with OSU. The mission is to extend 

university knowledge to communities to solve priority issues and change lives. Our services focus on the 

three pillars of sustainability- healthy people, economy and environment. We deliver education in five 

program areas- 4-H, agriculture, community horticulture, family and community health, and forestry 

and natural resources. 

There are several items in your packet related to this presentation. First, we will provide an overview of 

the services Extension agents and our volunteers provide to Corvallis residents. 

(Kathy Clark presentation, followed by Derek's presentation) 

Mr. Mayor and Councilors, I will provide a brief background as to why a service district is being proposed 

and the steps involved in the process. 

Funding for Extension has historically existed as three main sources- state, federal and county. State 

and Federal funding are provided by specific line item budgets that are routed to OSU for the specific 

purpose of delivering Extension programs. They are not part of other OSU funding streams, such as 

tuition, financial aid and grants, and gifts. Traditionally, state and federal funds have provided about 

80% of our funding, that pays for faculty, or "agents" scattered across the state, at Experiment Stations 

and on campus. County funds provide the remaining 20% and pay for support staff, rent/utilities, travel 

dollars, materials and equipment- the funding necessary to help agents deliver education in that 

particular county. We also obtain grants to conduct applied research or expand our education services, 

but they rarely fund positions. 

Over the years, state and federal dollars have not increased to fund continuing service levels causing 

large losses in agents based in counties. For example, over the last decade, Extension lost over 20% of its 

faculty positions, with a larger percent lost in the valley. This resulted in fewer faculty covering multiple 

counties, positions becoming more specialized, and an increased reliance on county funding to provide 

local services. To address this problem, and the related problem of decreased federal and state funding 

to counties, 24 out of 36 counties have established Extension Service Districts as a permanent, stable 

source of county funding. In the Willamette Valley, Linn, Polk, Marion, Clackamas and Yamhill Counties 

have established Extension service districts. 

Our volunteers have been talking about this possibility since the mid 1990's, but it was this last 

economic crisis that really put this funding issue and opportunity to a critical point. We have been able 

to fund several county-based education assistants on grants and soft money over the past three years to 
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help offset reduced faculty, but these positions are very vulnerable, and in fact two popular 

sustainability and water quality programs were lost due to decreased state and federal grant funding. To 

address funding stability, maintain services in our communities, and invest in local priorities, our 

volunteers are proposing to create a Benton County Extension and 4-H Service District. 

As you will see in your packet, the Benton County commissioners passed a resolution in support of this 

volunteer effort. As required in Oregon statutes, before the commissioners may consider referring this 

proposal to the voters at the May 2016 election, we have to ask each city to sign a resolution stating 

whether their city boundary will be included in the service district. It is an 110pt in or opt out" proposal. 

Opting in means your city residents will be able to vote on this measure and ultimately receive services 

should the measure pass. 

There are two other items included in your packet that help answer two common questions we have 

been receiving for other cities. One is a compression analysis conducted by Pat Cochran, Chief Budget 

Officer for Benton County and Budget Manager for the Service Districts where the Board of 

Commissioners also serves as the Governing Board. As you probably already know, Corvallis is not in 

compression, and this proposed service district of $0.08/$1,000 would not put the city into 

compression. The values at the bottom of the sheet estimate how much room is still available to the city 

before compression becomes a factor. 

The second item relates to a common question regarding potential savings in County General Funds if 

the new district is established. The commissioners created a resolution stating their highest priorities for 

how savings would be applied, if available. 

In conclusion, we request that you create a resolution to include the City of Corvallis within the 

boundary of the proposed Benton County Extension and 4-H Service District. The Benton County 

Counsel has prepared a draft resolution to aid in this process. 

Thank you very much for your time and consideration of this proposal. 

Derek 
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Thank you/Good evening. My name is Kathy Clark, and I represent Citizens for Benton County 

Extension, the group which originated this initiative for a service district. I am currently the 

President of the Benton County Master Gardener Association, which is supported by Extension, 

and I have lived here for 40 years. I will give a brief overview of some of the ways that Extension 

serves Corvallis residents. 

Extension gives a huge bang for the buck. How does it do this? The small group of professional 

Extension faculty and staff train hundreds of volunteers who in turn do most of work of 

educating the public. These trained volunteers include Master Gardeners, 4-H leaders and 

program educators, Master Food Preservers, and Master Woodland Managers. In Benton 

County, these 450 volunteers report over 50,000 hours of service each year, valued at a million 

dollars in personnel time annually. 

Now, nearly 300 of these 450 volunteers live in Corvallis. They represent over 75% of the 

Master Gardeners, almost half the 4-H leaders, 80% of the Master Food Preservers, and 70% of 

the Master Woodland Managers. These trained volunteers do this work because they know 

that what they do makes a difference in the quality of people's lives. 

Some people may think that 4-H is primarily a rural program, but nearly half of the Benton 

County youth enrolled in 4-H clubs live in Corvallis, nearly 300 of them, engaging in activities 

focused on developing life and leadership skills. All of these clubs are led by Extension-trained 

volunteers. 4-H reaches more youth through school enrichment, outreach and summer camp 

events, and about 90% of the youth in these programs live in Corvallis. Each year over 1000 

students in Corvallis schools participate in various 4-H outdoor science activities as part of the 

national uNo Child Left Inside" initiative. For example, over 250 students from Jefferson and 

Hoover schools participate in the annual 4-H Wildlife Stewards Summit. Last year 164 students 

from Adams School participated in an interactive, field-based natural science program for 3rd to 

5th graders. To support these programs, Extension each year provides professional development 

focused on outdoor science learning to about 65 local teachers and community educators. 

Food and nutrition education in school, after school, and in evening programs reach an 

additional 2400 Corvallis youth. Many 4-H and nutrition education programs are bilingual, 

offered in both Spanish and English to help serve the growing Latino population in Corvallis. 

These school-based programs are allied by or supported by the many Extension-trained 

volunteers. 

A key Extension focus is Sustainability and Environmental Health. Let's look at how Master 

Gardeners address that in practical terms. You've probably seen Master Gardeners at the 

Farmer's Markets in Corvallis answering individuals' questions about all manner of home 

gardening concerns, whether tomatoes or roses, and all of their answers are guided by 

academic research into sustainable gardening practices. Master Gardeners help citizens grow 

daye
Typewritten Text
ATTACHMENT CPage 433-g



their own food and maintain their home landscapes while reducing water use, keeping healthy 

environments for pollinators, and minimizing chemical use. 

In addition to the Market booth, trained Master Gardeners annually answer hundreds of 

questions at the Extension office, on the phone and online. In Corvallis alone, public programs 

offered by these trained volunteers include the Gearing Up for Gardening series at the library, 

the day-long Insights into Gardening conference, a 4-H Horticulture club, a five-week Seeds to 

Supper program teaching low-income residents how to grow their own food, a clearinghouse so 

home gardeners know where they can donate excess produce, educational support for 

community gardens, school gardens at three Corvallis schools, and the Windowsill Gardening 

program for 140 first grade Corvallis students. 

The Windowsill Gardening program, which was the first Master Gardener program established 

in Corvallis, has just celebrated its 30-year anniversary. These Master Gardener programs are all 

self-supporting, but without the OSU Extension Service in Benton County, these programs 

would not exist, as we rely on Extension staff for extensive training and on-going program 

support. 

Extension provides education that enhances our community food system, from food production 

right through to what we see on our plates. Access to local food is important to many Corvallis 

residents, and the Small Farms Program supports and provides research-based information to 

our local farmers, including 90% of the vendors who sell local products at the Corvallis farmer's 

market. Then the Master Food Preservers provide food safety and preservation education, 

including Market question and answer booths, summer canning classes on five different topics, 

and a new series of fermentation workshops. Finally, Extension nutrition education programs 

encourage healthy food choices through partnering with the South Corvallis Food Bank, 

monthly classroom programs at Lincoln and Garfield schools, and parent education at Corvallis 

Head Start and Garfield and Lincoln schools. 

In conclusion, OSU Extension Service is all about life-long education through practical 

application-for everyone from our youth to us grey-haired seniors. The many volunteers who 

get training and education from Extension take that knowledge and pass it on to others, who 

then apply it to make their lives and communities better. We volunteers know that we make a 

difference. Those of us working on this initiative to establish a service district care about the 

long-term health of the Extension program because we care about the long-term health of 

Corvallis and its residents. I encourage you to draft and pass a resolution to allow Corvallis 

residents a chance to vote on this service district, and include Corvallis in this district should the 

voters pass it. 

Supporters raise hands ..... Thank you for your interest and attention. 
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Winter Barracks Expansion 

Expanding the emergency Winter barracks on 4th Street to year round operation and doubling the 

number of beds will not help the homeless, but will attract more meth users to Corvallis and put them 

downtown. Proponents are romanticizing barracks into housing and lumping all homeless into one 

group, limiting help to those who are trying to help themselves. By publicizing (exaggerating) their 

services both Housing First and COl are luring desperate people to Corvallis. 

Years ago when I was camping in Corvallis the most pressing need was a place to shower. This would 

still be true for most campers/ yet Housing First currently does not have showers, would require one to 

spend the night under their expansion plan and COl only allows drop-ins to shower Tues and Thurs 9 AM 

to noon, when homeless are working or looking for work. 

Most homeless people are neither panhandling nor mentally ill (or at least not more so than the 

population at large). They are trying to get electricity and running water (i.e. housing). Housing First 

confuses drug use with mental illness; in any case sane people would not willingly stay at their barracks. 

Organizations working with the homeless should have people on their board of directors that have 

been homeless, but no longer are. Then they might begin to know what they are talking about. There 

are at least a thousand people to choose from in Corvallis. 

People who want to help should stop giving to con artists (panhandlers). Those you think are 

homeless likely are not those who are may be sitting next to you at a coffee shop. Try volunteering or 

giving to an organization you trust. 

Rick McNern 
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Marie Wilson Nov 2, 2015 

Corvallis, Or 97330 

RE: Benton Center /Parking Expansion 

I wish to address the regional transportation and 
Sustainability goals as they relate to the Benton Center /Parking expansion. 

Terry Cole, who is the Oregon Department of Transportation planner for 
Region 2, (including Linn, and Benton counties), addressed the Regional 
Transportation goal and I quote: 

uone stiff challenge that the transportation plan must meet is the statewide 
requirement that it reduce (VMT) vehicle miles traveled by 5 percent." GT 
June 08, 2015 

Another reference is that of: 

A report to the Land Conservation and Development Commission on Efforts in 
Metropolitan Areas to Implement the State Wide Transportation Planning 
Rule. This also addresses emission reduction under the sustainability goal. 

Keeping trips local does reduce emissions and Vehicle Miles Traveled. Driving 
to Linn Benton via Hwy 34 increases the VMT and emissions counter to 
sustainability goals. 

Corvallis residents are driving to Linn Benton because they can not find 
parking at the Benton Center. Approximately10 of my friends including myself 
took classes 2 or 3 times per year for several years, we have stopped attending 
classes because of the lack of parking. 

Corvallis supported and passed the Bond Measure for additional parking and 
the Benton Center expansion in good faith. 

It has been a year. They need to be implemented 

Marie Wilson 
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November 2, 2015 

Corvallis City Council testimony 

Karen Levy 

Project Coordinator, Linn Benton Health Equity Alliance 

LinnBentonHEA@gmail.com 

Thank you, in advance, for your time and consideration of the Livability Code, and, more 

important, for your ongoing interest in pursuing forward-thinking policies to improve livability 

for everyone in our community. 

As a concerned community member, and as Project Coordinator of the Linn Benton Health 

Equity Alliance, I have had the pleasure of working on this issue over the past three years, first 

on the Neighborhood Livability Workgroup of Collaboration Corvallis, then on the Property 

Maintenance Advisory Group, and, most recently, on the Livability Code Departmental Advisory 

Committee. What will been presented to you is the result of a lengthy, thorough, and 

productive process that started in 2012. My belief is that this deliberative process has resulted 

in sound recommendations that, if adopted, will serve our community well. 

That said, I do have one concern to raise tonight: although there have been opportunities for 

public input, we must acknowledge that those in our community who experience the most 

significant barriers to better health and safer housing are the very people who are least able to 

attend meetings such as these and who are often- because of inherent power dynamics and 

very real concerns about jeopardizing their homes- the most uncomfortable voicing their 

opinions and advocating for their needs. So it is important to acknowledge that even if their 

voices are outnumbered here and at the public outreach session planned for November 16th, 

their needs and concerns are quite real. One concern that was raised in this process was fear of 

retaliation from landlords. Even though retaliation is illegal, many people's personal 

experiences and life circumstances still cause them to avoid calling attention to themselves, 

approaching landlords, and engaging with government entities. The various workgroups sought 

to provide some protection from this by providing renters an opportunity to remedy issues 

raised by complaints before these problems were presented to landlords. That layer has now 

been removed. I appreciate that the ASC and City Manager pledged to review this matter as 

the program is evaluated over the next year. I urge you focus on ensuring that resources are 

devoted from the outset as the new code is rolled out to provide meaningful culturally and 

linguistically appropriate outreach that emphasizes tenants' rights and responsibilities and 

creates trust so that the code serves everyone living in our communities, especially those most 

at risk of living in unsafe or unhealthy homes. 
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I have no doubt that, on the whole, the Livability Code that will presented to you will make our 

community more livable, and our housing safer and healthier for everyone- renters and 

homeowners alike. The proposed code addresses critical property maintenance and livability 

gaps in the current system. With this new code, property owners and landlords will have clearer 

roles, tenant responsibilities will be better defined, and opportunities for fair recourse for both 

landlords and tenants will be provided. Education and outreach will ensure that people are 

connected with the resources they need. Living conditions will be improved in ways that truly 

matter for safety, health, and well-being- doors and windows that lock, showers that are 

sufficiently hot, living areas that are well-ventilated. Neighborhoods will be safer and cleaner, 

and consequently, more appealing. Most important, our community will be stronger for 

choosing to do the right thing on this issue- taking action to make sure that everyone living in 

our community has a safe and healthy place to call home. 

Thank you. 
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source: corvallll Pollee Department 
Here Is a look at the trend In livability violations during the past four years as complied and reported by the corvallis Pollee Department. 

A series of community actions 
has produced positive trends 

JAMES DAY 
CORVALLIS GAZETIE·TIMES 

See a trend for a month and it's 
too small a sample. Spot one for a 
year ... and you may conclude it's 
a statistical anomaly. Maybe it was 
the weather. Or cosmic ions. TI1ree 
years in? Maybe it really IS a trend. 

The Corvallis community 
started a conversation in 2012 
about solving problems in the 
neighborhoods near tile Oregon 
State University campus that were 
awash in "livability" issues such as 
parties, trash, binge drinking, infill 
development, parking, congestion 
and traffic. 

OSU growth - Corvallis campus 
enrollment surged 20 percent from 

19,900 in the 2009-10 school 
year to 24,383last fall - and the 
attendant concerns led the city, 
university and community to 
embark on the Collaboration Cor
vallis project. 

Actions resulting from the 
initiative included increases in 
OSU staffing to address student 
conduct, new city ordinances that 
stiffened the penalties for liv
ability crimes, a cooperative effort 
on the part of property managers 
and landlords to hold tenants 
accountable for their actions and 
the addition of a livability patrol 
by the Corvallis Police Depart
ment. 

See LIVABILITY on A3 

Godofredo Vasquez, Mid-Valley sunday 

corvallis Pollee Department Officer James Dodge talks to Garfield Park 
Neighborhood Association members about livability Issues In the community 
on Oct. lJ. Dodge and two other officers are part of a news corvallis Pollee 
Department community livability patrol. 
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ALBANY DEMOCRAT-HERALD/CORVALLIS GAZETIHIMES 

Continued from Al 

The livability officers, 
paid for by a levy passed by 
the voters in 2013, are new 
- they debuted in August 
- but the other efforts 
have been hacking away at 
the problems since 2012. 

And the results, in this 
fourth annual Gazette
Times special report 
on livability trends, are 
impressive: 

• Police data (see chart 
on A1) show that "quality of 
life" crimes (disturbances, 
fights, alcohol violations, 
loud music and parties) 
have been on a downward 
trend the past three years 
(see chart at right). 

• Police issuance of 
"special response notice" 
warnings also has declined. 
Most significantly, the 
second SRN for repeat 
offenders, which results 
in residents being charged 
for the police time, have 
dropped for 38 to 13 in the 
past three years. 

• OSU, which began 
holding students account
able for off-campus con
duct two years ago, saw its 
off-campus caseload drop 
45 percent from 379 in 
2013-14 to 234 in 2014-15. 

• The property managers 
speak with pride at the fact 
that next-morning police 
notification of tenant cita
tions and other police calls 
enables the landlords to 
tackle problems immedi
ately. 

No one is declaring 
victory, but there is a 
sense that things ARE get
ting better. 

11The results are posi
tive and substantial:' said 
Carl Yeh, director of OSU's 
office of student conduct 
since the fall of 2013. "It's 
a fact that livability crime 
continues to decline. These 
are all good signs. And it's a 
testament to the work that 
OSU, the city and the CPD 
are doing to educate stu
dents on what is appropri
ate behavior off-campus.'' 

Livability 

Godofredo Vasquez, Mid-Valley Sunday (File) 

carl Yeh, oregon State University director of the office of student conduct, speaks to members of the Rental Property Managers Group 
inside the Elks Lodge on Sept. 29. The property managers meet monthly to work on training and educational outreach issues. 

lames Day, Mid-Valley sunday 

oregon State University community outreach coordinator Jonathan 
Stoll discusses student conduct issues during a Sept. Z4 interview in 
his office in the Kerr Administration Building. 

conversation!' 
Stoll, Yeh, community 

conduct officer Raphelle 
Rhoads and other hires in 
Greek life and the student 
health service all represent 
significant new spending 
by the university in livabil
ity areas. 

"Our students know 
that we are serious about 

Neighborhood Association 
meeting in a reference to the 
fictional locale of the folksy 
late 1960s television show 
"Mayberry RFD!' 

"Cops walking the beat. 
We're going to be work-
ing a lot on foot and on 
bicycle. We're trying to tackle 
criminal behavior in a new 
way. More of a humanizing 

ONLINE EXTRAS 
See this story at www.gazettetimes.com or www.democrat 
herald.com for additional information and documents on 
student conduct and livabiluity.lncluded are: 

·An example of the letters Oregon State University com
munity outreach coordinator Jonathan Stoll sends to students 
who receive an SRN. 

• An OSU flier on its guidelines and recommendations on 
noise, trash and other livability offenses 

• A letter from the Corvallis Police Department that introduces 
the community livability offers and their mission. 

• A slide slow presentation that the livability officers use 
to introduce their mission at meetings with neighborhood 
associations and other groups 

"They were presented 
to the voters as help for 
the neighborhoods around 
campus:' one community 
leader said. "I know that 
the homeless issue has 
escalated since then and 
I understand the need for 
help there, but if that is all 
they are doing, I am con
cerned about false advertis-

critical to the team's overall 
success, it reasoned during 
the summer months they 
would work during the day:' 
Sassaman said. "As the 
academic year begins, the 
schedule will adjust to those 
days and times where peak 
activity is e,__-pected. 

"It's also important to 
note that the CLO team 

SUNDAY, OUOBER 25, 2015 A3 

POLICE 
STATISTICS 

Year SRN1 SRN2 

2012-13 456 

2013-14 446 

2014-15 320 

Notes: An SRN or"special 
response notice" is issued 
by the Corvallis Police as 

38 

21 

13 

a warning regarding liv
ability issues such as a loud 
party. A second SRN within 
30 days resulted in the 
residents being charged for 
the police time to make the 
call. Starting in the 2013-14 
school year a new ordinance 
made residents liable for 
the costs of both a first and 
second SRN. 

Source: Corvallis Police 
Department 

cannot be everywhere at 
the same time all days of 
the week. This is a new 
endeavor and we recognize 
expectations are high. The 
team is working diligently 
and we hope to capitalize 
on existing success already 
achieved since 20 12!' 

The Retreat 
One challenge the liv

ability officers already are 
working on is the influence 
of The Retreat, a massive 
330-unit student housing 
complex that opened Sept. 
19. Located just west of the 
campus near the corner 
of Southwest 35th Street 
and Western Boulevard, 
the complex has room for 
1,016 tenants. 

The complex, owned 
and managed by Landmark 
Properties, an Athens, 
Georgia, company that spe
cializes in student housing, 
was built after the 33-acre 
Sather property was added 
to the city's stock of 
land in a November 2012 
annexation vote. 

See liVABiliTY on A4 
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ate behavior off-campus!' 
"The numbers certainly 

indicate a downward trend 
and we hope to maintain 
the experience;' said 
Corvallis Police Chief Jon 
Sassaman. "I'd character
ize our current results as a 
good trend." 

"Behavior is much better 
in my neighborhood;' said 
Charlyn Ellis, president of 
the Chintimini Neighbor
hood Association. 

Ellis, who lives near 
Chintimini Park, added 
that "we have not had to 
'do a lap' and call in three 
or four parties at once all 
(school) year. I would say 
that all of the adults, work
ing together, have made 
an improvement in the 
party culture of Corvallis. 
We need to continue the 
good work." 

Officials also note the 
importance of individuals 
receiving the same message 
from all sides. A student 
whose loud off-campus 
party is busted will find the 
police at the door with an 
SRN, a landlord visiting the 
following day, that Yeh's 
office has started a student 
conduct investigation and 
that a letter will be mailed 
from the office of Jonathan 
Stoll, OSU's community 
outreach coordinator. 

"Community chan-
nels have been created;' 
said Stoll, who assumed 
his position in June of 
2014. "It can be a chal
lenge because students 
identify with being here 
temporarily. They can be 
apathetic and not engaged. 
It's our responsibility to 
try to engage them. There 
is interest. It just has to 
be tapped!' 

Since his arrival Stoll 
has organized two good 
neighbor days in which 
students and other volun
teers canvass neighbor
hoods with literature about 
neighbor relations. He has 
established a preferred 
renter program in coop
eration with the property 
managers. Students get a 
deposit credit for attending 
workshops on off-cam
pus living. 

This year Stoll is starting 
a community ambassador 
program and hopes to hire 
five or six students to par
ticipate. 

"It's a way to expand our 
reach;' he said. "It changes 
a lot when a student is 
there. If there is no student 
at the table it changes the 

that we are serious about 
such matters and that 
reports of violations will 
be fully investigated and 
addressed;' said OSU Pres
ident Ed Ray. "I recognize 
that such attention can also 
encourage more reporting 
of such violations, which I 
think is a sign that OSU's 
actions are being viewed as 
meaningful:' 

Livability officers 
The newest troops in 

the livability battle are 
the three voter-approved 
community livability 
officers hired by the Cor
vallis Police Department. 
Officers James Dodge, 
Trevor Anderson and Luke 
Thomas took to the streets 
in August. Literally. 

"We want to be like the 
cops in Mayberry;• Dodge 
told an Oct. 13 meet-
ing of the Garfield Park 

.~urad _i>JI tlk Hinh li11 

Under $15' 
1-ly.ng <tu-i CGmbL· 

way. More of a humanizing 
approach. It's different when 
you are in a car, and we're 
trying to break down that 
barrier. If you know my name 
and have talked to me before 
it makes it so much easier!' 

What's not easy is find
ing enough hours in the 
day or the right hours 
- for the livability officers 
to serve the commnnity. 
Some neighborhood lead-
ers expressed concerns that 
the officers debuted with a 
10 a.m. to 8 p.m. work day 
that mainly consisted of edu
cational outreach. 

Some thought an 8 p.m. 
to 4 a.m. "busting parties" 
shift would have been more 
appropriate. 

In addition, the officers 
got pulled away to play a 
leading role in a tactical 
action plan that targeted 
criminal behavior in the 
downtown core and the riv
erfront from Aug. l to Oct. 1. 

I 

'Corvallis store only. Offer not valid 
on previous purchases. In stock 
items on~. Now through 
ll/15/2015. 

~--···················· 
1935 NW 9th Street, Corvallis 

(541) 757-0120 

BIRD FOOD • FEEDERS • GARDEN ACCENTS • UNIQUE GIFTS 

cerned about false advertis- note that the CLO team 
in g." 

See LIVABILITY on A4 

Chief Sassaman rec
ognizes that the livability 
patrol constitutes a valuable 
resource for which there 
will be competing demands. 

"Since this is a new effort 
and making contacts is 

Blackberry Junction 
..t:Fil81$111¥1iifi·"'4*·'''1UaiW.. 

November 6·7 10A.M.-7P.M. 
and November 8 10A.M.-4P.M. 

Linn County Fairgrounds.
Samiam. Bldg. 3500 Knox .Butte Rd 

Vintage Treasures, Home & Garden 
Decor, Unique Furniture, Jewelry, 

Quilts & Much More! 

PreSale Thursday, 
Nov~mber 5t~ • 4·Bpm 

For those Early Shoppers enjoy 
fun Hourly drawings. 

~ors d'oeuvres. 
Tickets tl5.00 at the door 

No Admission Fee! 
Fri Sat & Sunday is free 

40 YEARS OF SMILES 

S495 
Full Set Dentures 

Economy 

$90 Routine 
Tooth 
Extraction 

Sl,lOO .. 
Per Implant 

Full Size Implant 
(To Secure Dentures) 

·Same Day Service• ·On-Site Lab 
· Financing Available 

Michael D. Harris, DMD, P.C. 
Michael D. Harris. DMD, General Dentist 

3314 Gateway Street, Crossroads Center, 
Springfield, OR 97477 

Call For Appointment 7 4 7-9830 
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Continued from A3 

The first couple of weeks 
were rocky. Police data 
analyzed by the Gazette
Times show that in its first 
seven days the Retreat was 
visited seven times on liv
ability calls by the CPD, 
including five SRNs in a 
48-hour period (see chart 
onA6). 

"It's been an interesting 
start:• Dodge said. "When 
they all started moving in 
they thought it was a law
enforcement free zone. 
And it not only was that we 
had quite a few calls, but 
the behaviors I have seen 
... people not acting right. 
You ask them to shut (the 
music) off and they turn 
it up?' 

The Retreat is so large 
that it required the con
struction of five new 
streets. Dodge said resi
dents were under the mis
taken impression that they 
were on private property 
and could walk across the 
street carrying a beer. 

"It was just a mat
ter of them knowing the 
law applies here as well 
as elsewhere in the city," 
Dodge said. 

And in an example of 
how the livability patrol 
team expects to work 
a "town hall" was held 
Oct. 17 at the Retreat's 
clubhouse. On hand were 
Dodge, Anderson, Stoll 
and Travis Jamison, the 
Retreat's community 
manager. Pizza was served 
and Dodge, Anderson and 
Stoll mingled with about 25 
Retreat residents. 

"We've got a lot of 
people in a small space:' 
Jamison told the residents. 
'
1We need you to learn how 

to be good neighbors. It's 
important to know what 
the rules are. Ask your 
questions now. It's all 

Livability 

Godofredo Vasquez, Mid·Valley Sundav 

Corvallis Police Department officer James Dodge talks to Garfield Park Neighborhood Association 
members about the department's new livability patrol team during a meeting oct.13 at calvin 
Presbyterian Church. 

meaningless if you don't!' 
"Cooperation really goes 

a long way with us;• Dodge 
told the residents. lllf we 
knock on the door, answer 
it. Don't pull the shades or 
turn the lights off. And if 
you are having a party we 
want you to do it smart. 
We're not here to ham
mer you!' 

"If you give us respect 
we'll give it in return;• 
Anderson said. 

"We've already learned 
a lot:' Jamison told the 
Gazette-Times. "All of 
this stuff is new to us, too. 
We're still trying to under
stand your rules. But it's 
really fun and challenging 
... teaching students how 
to be a good neighbor. If 
we can teach them now we 
are not only changing our 
community but where they 
go from here, whether it's 
New York or Los Angeles 
or wherever." 

Jamison said the Retreat 
is considering hiring a 
security force but <~doesn't 

want to step on the 
CPD's toes!' 

Late-night visit 
A Gazette-Times 

reporter and a commu
nity member visited the 
Retreat on Oct. 18, the day 
after the town hall. The 
OSU football team had 
played earlier in the day, 
losing 52-31 at Washing
ton State. In general foot
ball game days (whether 
the game is at home or 
away) and Halloween 
tend to be the times in 
which there are the most 
interactions between the 
police and students. 

This night was fairly 
quiet, although some 
mitigating circumstances 
might have been in play. 

First, the rash of SRNs 
might have already had 
an impact on resident 
behavior. Ditto for the 
town hall. The other thing 
that is notable about the 
Retreat is that is geo
graphically isolated from 
areas of town where stu
dents tend to congregate 
- and move about from 
party to party. 

We heard a couple of 
moderately loud parties 
but there was no police 
presence during the 
11:15 p.m. to 12:30 a.m. 
interval we were on the 
site. Littering was the 
biggest problem we saw. 
We counted 23 beer con
tainers, with Coors Light 
(eight) and Rolling Rock 
(five) dominating. 

One young man, 

Your experts in Alzheimer/s 
& dementia care 

RESOURCE LIST 
Here is a look at resources for issues relating to student 
conduct on and off campus: 

Student Conduct & Community Standards: 
sccs@oregonstate.edu, 541737 3656 

ASOSU Legal Services: 
asosu@accessthelaw.org, 541-737·4165 

Corvallis Community Relations: 
ccr@oregonstate.edu, 541-737-8606 

City of Corvallis Housing and Neighborhood Services: 
housing@corvallisoregon.gov, 541-766-6552 

Corvallis Police Department livability patrol: 
community.livability@corvallisoregon.gov, 541-766-6924 

walking unsteadily, 
introduced himself to us 
and said he was visiting 
a friend. There was light 
pedestrian traffic, with 
many of the residents car
rying towels to use after 
dipping in the sauna. A 
couple of enterprising fel
lows scooted around on 
the foot-activated Segway 
boards, which seemed a 
smart idea given the size 
of the complex. 

Everything was new: 
shrubs, grass, fitness cen
ter, sidewalks and parking 
lots. The lots themselves 
were less than half full, 
which jibes with reports 
from the Retreat that less 
than half of the tenants 
bought the $20 parking 
permits, partly because 
the complex is easily 
walkable and bikeable 
to campus. 

We saw the Retreat's 

shuttle bus, which picks 
up residents in the down
town area and on Monroe 
Avenue, come and go and 
come back again. 

Previous Gazette-Times 
walkabouts north of cam
pus have been much more 
alarming, with fights, 
profanity that travels for 
blocks, public urination 
and pervasive sirens. The 
community member on 
the walkabout noted that 
he still hears "mortar-
size fireworks going off 
weekly" in his neighbor
hood. And he noted that 
parking remains an issue 
that has not been resolved. 

The future 
Will the OSU caseload 

and police calls continue to 
go down? 

See LIVABILITY on A6 
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Data for year: 2015 Regular Sessions 
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Date Meeting Agenda Minutes 
Agenda 

Audio Video 
Packets 

Nov 
QQf QQf :2 Regular Session Agenda 

2015 
(105.6KB} (4.0MB} 

Oct 
QQf QQf QQ.{ mp3 19 Regular Session Video (169.8KB) (164.78KB} (12.1MB} (76.0MB} 

2015 

Oct 
QQ.{ QQf QQ.{ mp3 5 Regular Session 

2015 
(187.3KB) (1.05MB} (18.7MB} (65.8MB} 

Sep 
Q.Qf QQf QQf mp3 21 Regular Session (112.4KB} (2.45MB) {8.5MB} (94.2MB) Video 

2015 

.·. Sep 
Regular Session QQf QQf QQf mp3 Video 8 (170.7KB) (3.00MB) (27.7MB) (114.6MB) 

2015 

. Aug 
QQf QQf QQf mp3 17 Regular Session {618.9KB) (1.13MB) {40.6MB) (92.2MB} Video 

2015 

Aug 
QQ.{ QQf QQf mp3 . 13 Working Session (13.3KB) (4.62MB) (2.1 MB) (171.7MB} 

2015 
. 

Aug 
QQf QQf QQf 3 Regular Session (20.4KB) (1.60MB} (22.1MB) Video 

2015 

Jul 
QQf QQf QQf mp3 . 20 Regular Session Video {19.9KB} (2.01 MB} (27.0MB) (165.1MBj 

2015 

Jul6 
Regular Session Q.Qf QQf mp3 

Video 2015 {611.6KB} (4.60MB} (39.1MB} 

Jun 
QQf QQf mp3 15 Regular Session (476.59KB) (16.3MB} (66.0MB) Video 

2015 
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