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City Council Meeting Minutes Index 
1900 

 
 
Spellings are based upon interpretation of handwriting. 
Page numbers indicate beginning of minutes entries for issues; entries may continue to subsequent pages. 
 
January 8, 1900 

• read and filed report of Chief of Police 526 
• referred to Street Committee petition of A. Peterson to open alley through Block 29 in 

County Addition, remonstrance of R. H. Huston and W. Bouge against petition, and petition 
of T. Case to open alley through Block 28 in County Addition 

526 

• referred to committee petition requesting sidewalk construction along parts of Harrison 
Street 

526 

• granted M. Schmidt's petition asking Council to remit unused part of saloon license 526 
• approved liquor license bonds of Kriens and Smith – H. M. Brunk, J. W. Stewart sureties, 

and Kirk and Wiley – G. G. Horning and Thomas Callahan sureties; instructed Police Judge 
to issue licenses 

526 

• referred to Fire and Water Committee issue of buying new hose and providing hose drier 526 
 
January 22, 1900 

• read certificate of V. E. Waters showing amount of assessable property within City Limits 
to be $552,800 

527 

• resolution adopted – levy for general municipal purposes five mills on each dollar upon all 
property real and personal assessable within City for 1899 and levy additional one mill on 
all said property as street fund for 1899 

527 

 
February 12, 1900 

• resolution adopted – instruct Police Judge to draw warrants for payment of $100 each to 
E. E. Wilson and H. C. Watson for services as attorneys in case of Corvallis Water Co. vs. 
City in full to date 

528 

• Street Committee reported adversely to petitions of A. F. Peterson and T. C. Case to open 
alley west of Lots 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6 in Block 29 and Lots 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6 in Block 28 in 
County Addition by submitting opinion of Attorney M. E. Yates regarding petition 

528 

• accepted Street Committee's report and ratified its action that it had allowed removal of rails 
from railway upon payment of $140 to Street Fund and had contracted with Charles 
Blakeslee to give him the lumber to remove from the streets 

528 

• Fire and Water Committee reported it had no definite report regarding purchase of hose; 
referred back to Committee issue of purchasing hose 

529 

• read and filed report of Chief of Police 529 
• referred to Street Committee petition of W. S. McFadden, Lee Henkle, and others for 

sidewalk on east side of Lots 1 and 2 in Block 3 in Rayburn's Addition 
529 

• approved Mayor sending letters on behalf of Council to each Oregon Congress member 
asking them to use their best efforts to secure an appropriation to finish construction work 
on the Willamette River a short distance above Corvallis 

530 

 
March 12, 1900 

• heard and accepted Fire and Water Committee's report that the City not purchase hose at 
that time 

531 

• filed report of Chief of Police 532 
• referred to Finance Committee reports of Police Judge and Treasurer 532 
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• referred to Finance Committee issue of beautifying City Park 532 
• referred to Street Committee petition of P. Bilyeu, V. H. Wagner, and others for a sidewalk 

and petition of W. R. Hansel, H. W. Gurnishaw, P. Bilyeu, and others asking Council to 
open for travel(?) certain portion of 16th Street 

532 

• authorized Finance Committee to employ Attorney to assist in matter of issuing $10,000 
bonds 

532 

 
April 9, 1900 

• instructed Chief of Police to have alleys and streets cleaned 533 
• instructed Street Committee to confer with College Sewer Committee and have contract 

entered into as per agreement 
533 

• referred to Street Committee petition of Lofe Stewart, A. Bunker, and others for sidewalk 
along west side of Lots 7, 8, 9, 11, and 12 in Block 7 in Dixon's(?) Second Addition 

 
533 

• resolution adopted – construct a sidewalk along south side of Lot 1 in Block 19 in County 
Addition and instruct Chief of Police to serve notice upon owner of land to construct 
sidewalk 

534 

• ordinance adopted – submit to vote of qualified electors of City proposition to issue and sell 
bonds to pay general indebtedness of City in sum not exceeding $10,000 

534 

• instructed Police Judge to give notice of annual City election to be held May 21, 1900 534 
• designated Council Chambers in City hall as voting place for annual City election 534 
• appointed Caleb Davis, W. Cees, and John H. Simpson judges and E. R. Bryson and J. H. 

Gibson clerks of annual City election 
535 

 
May 14, 1900 

• read and filed report of Chief of Police 536 
• referred to Street Committee, with power to act, petition of City Transfer Co. for $20 per 

month for sprinkling 
536 

• took no action regarding petition of J. A. McFadden requesting reduction of auctioneer's 
license 

536 

• filed communication from Christian Anderson and J. F. Leven? 536 
• instructed Police Judge to sign contract on behalf of City with Oregon Agricultural College 

granting College right to connect its sewer with sewer on Jefferson Street upon certain 
conditions mentioned in contract 

537 

• referred to Street Committee, with instructions to investigate, issue of the City and Benton 
County purchasing a gravel bed 

537 

 
May 26, 1900 

• read communication from Ward 3 Councilor H. M. Hall regarding him having moved from 
Ward; motion to postpone electing councilor to fill vacancy until first regular meeting in 
June lost; elected S. G. Kline to fill vacancy 

538 

• County Judge Woodward spoke to Council regarding purchase of gravel bar 538 
• administered oath of office to S. G. Kline 538 
• approved purchasing gravel bar jointly with Benton County; referred to Street Committee 

matter of arranging details of purchase 
538 

• allowed petition of City Transfer Co. for $21 per month for sprinkling Second Street 538 
• referred to Fire and Water Committee issue of placing new door in City jail 539 

 
May 29, 1900 

• ordinance adopted – authorize Police Judge to enter into contract with County Court to 
govern use of gravel bar and purchase grounds of Sol King for same in conjunction with 
Benton County 

539 
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June 4, 1900 
• read and approved liquor license bonds of B. Woldt – N. B. Avery, John Rickard sureties, 

Thomas Whitethorn – J. M. Porter, John Smith sureties, and J. G. Wuestefeld – P. N. Zieulf, 
Aug Hodes sureties; instructed Police Judge to issue licenses 

540 

• elected P. Avery Council President 540 
 
June 11, 1900 

• referred to Street Committee issue of purchasing Sol King's gravel bar 542 
• referred to Benton County bills for putting ferry boat in condition; instructed Police Judge to 

draw warrants for payment of one-half of amounts when approved by County 
543 

• referred to Finance Committee reports of Police Judge, Treasurer, and Chief of Police 543 
• read and filed bonds of Police Judge and Treasurer 543 
• referred to Finance Committee issue of insuring old engine house 543 
• approved petition of Young America Engine Co. asking for $50 for prizes for hose contest 

on July 4th 
543 

• deferred to Street Committee and Attorney issue of making changes in size of pipe on 
Jefferson Street sewer 

543 

• referred to Fire and Water Committee petition of Fire Company to have fire apparatus in 
condition 

543 

• referred to Fire and Water Committee matter of re-organizing Fire Department 543 
• referred to Street Committee petition of J. T. Phillips, John Smith, and others for sidewalk 

along south side of Madison Street 
543 

• elected C. B. Wells night policeman 543 
 
June 12, 1900 

• instructed Police Judge to draw warrant for $500 in favor of Sol King for City's portion of 
purchase of gravel bar, payment to be made when deeds delivered to City and Benton 
County; instructed Attorney to certify in writing to Benton County Clerk that City was 
satisfied with title to land known as "Sol King gravel bar" 

544 

• resolution adopted – order and direct Police Chief to serve notice upon owners of specific 
properties to construct sidewalks 

544 

 
July 5, 1900 

• required contractor to furnish bond of $250 for two years for replacing any of the Jefferson 
Street sewer pipe cracked or broken at that time, should such sections of pipe give way or 
get out of place within two years 

545 

• accepted Jefferson street sewer 545 
• motion to pay contractor for disputed 100 feet of Van Buren Street sewer failed 545 
• referred to Street Committee final amount of payments to contractor (for sewer?) 545 

 
July 9, 1900 

• adopted committee's report of $4.48 difference between City engineer's and contractor's 
estimates 

546 

• instructed Police Judge not to deliver warrant for payment of sewer until Street Committee 
approved bond to be given to repair any cracked or broken pipe that may give way in next 
two years, nor until said Committee was satisfied there was no lien on pipe in sewer 

546 

• read and filed report of Chief of Police 548 
• referred to Street Committee petition of S. P. Hunt to have alley in 14 County Addition 

(Block 14 in County Addition?) opened 
548 

• read and approved liquor license bond of Kirke and Maley and bond of Smith and Krievs – 
M. H. Brunk and H. W. Hall sureties; instructed Police Judge to issue licenses 

548 
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• elected W. E. Yates Attorney 548 
 
July 27, 1900 

• appointed a sewerage committee; instructed committee to investigate where lateral sewers 
were needed and employ civil engineer to make necessary surveys and plans and 
specifications for same 

549 

 
August 13, 1900 

• granted sewer committee further time to report 551 
• accepted and filed Finance Committee report that books of Police Judge and Treasurer were 

correct 
551 

• referred to Attorney Street Committee's report recommending opening alley in Block 14 in 
County Addition; read remonstrance against opening alley 

551 

• granted Chief of Police further time to make regular report 552 
• authorized Councilman W. J. Wilbanks to confer with County Judge regarding purchase of a 

skiff for ferry boat 
552 

• ordinance to prohibit firing or exploding of firecrackers, bombs, torpedoes, or any other 
explosives within City Limits read first and second times 

552 

• ordinance adopted – prescribe composition of Fire Department, officers, officer election, 
time of election, bills auditing, and violations of ordinance and rules of department; enact 
rules and regulations; provide for reports of chief engineer; letting of contract; and referral 
of certain resolutions printed under caption "Concerning the Fire Department" 

553 

• ordinance to permit B. F. Irvine to erect wooden building within fire limits read first time 
and referred to Attorney 

553 

• resolution adopted – instruct Chief of Police to serve notice in manner required by 
provisions of Ordinance No. 85 upon owner(s) of specific properties to repair or construct 
sidewalks 

553 

• instructed Police Judge to present bill to Oregon Agricultural College for its portion of 
Jefferson Street sewer 

554 

 
August 20, 1900 

• granted Attorney further time to report on S. P. Hunt's petition to open alley 555 
• Attorney reported that B. F. Irvine could be allowed to construct wooden building within 

fire limits only if ordinance establishing fire limits was amended or replaced entirely; 
postponed action until next meeting 

555 

• ordinance adopted – provide for time and manner of constructing sewer and necessary catch 
basins, manholes, lampholes, and branches along center of alley through Block 4 in County 
Addition and Block 14 in Dixon's Second Addition from main sewer in Van Buren Street to 
point in center of alley in Block 14 in Dixon's Second Addition, approximately 50 feet south 
of south line of Taylor Street; describe district to be drained by sewer; and specify that 
properties benefitted by sewer would pay for sewer construction, per City Charter Sections 
119 and 127 

555 

• appointed committee to estimate proportional share of costs of approved sewer to be 
assessed to owners of properties benefitted thereby, per City Charter Chapter 119 

557 

 
August 22, 1900 

• appointed S. L. Henderson special policeman to serve during Chief of Police's absence from 
city; granted Chief of Police two weeks' leave of absence 

558 
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• ordinance adopted – provide for time and manner of constructing sewer with necessary 
catch-basins, manholes, lampholes, and branches along center of alley through Blocks 22 
and 23 in County Addition and across Jackson Street from main sewer on Van Buren Street 
to a point 36 feet from north side of Monroe Street; describe district to be drained by sewer; 
and specify that properties benefitted by sewer would pay for sewer construction, per City 
Charter Sections 119 and 127 

558 

• appointed committee to estimate proportional share of costs of approved sewer to be 
assessed to owners of properties benefitted thereby, per City Charter Chapter 119 

559 

• ordinance to provide for time and manner of constructing sewer with necessary catch-
basins, manholes, lampholes, and branches along center of alley through Blocks 28 and 29 
and across Adams Street in Avery's Second Addition from main sewer on Jefferson Street to 
north side of Washington Street; describe district to be drained by sewer; and specify that 
properties benefitted by sewer would pay for sewer construction, per City Charter Sections 
119 and 127 read first time 

559 

• read remonstrance from citizens opposed to sewer being built south of Jefferson Street at the 
time 

559 

 
September 1, 1900 

• instructed sewer committee to extend time for receiving bids for construction of proposed 
lateral sewers 

560 

 
September 10, 1900 

• sewer committee reported it had not received bids for lateral sewer construction; extended 
time to receive bids 

561 

• read and filed report of Chief of Police 562 
• read and referred to Finance Committee reports of Police Judge and Treasurer 562 
• read remonstrances against sewers through Blocks 28 and 29 in Avery's Addition and 

through Block 14 in Dixon's Second Addition 
562 

• Attorney reported City had legal right to cause alley through Block 14 in County Addition 
to be opened; motion to order Chief of Police to notify property owners to remove 
obstructions from said alley lost 

562 

 
October 8, 1900 

• adjourned meeting for lack of quorum 563 
 
October 15, 1900 

• sewer committee reported no bids for construction of lateral sewers; postponed further 
action regarding lateral sewers 

564 

• read and referred to Finance Committee report of Chief of Police 565 
• ordinance to grant Corvallis & Eastern Railroad Company right to establish and operate 

telegraph lines within city read first and second times 
565 

• ordinance to prevent accidents on locomotives and other cars within city read first and 
second times 

565 

 
November 12, 1900 

• adjourned for lack of quorum 566 
 
November 16, 1900 

• adjourned for lack of quorum 566 
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November 19, 1900 
• read and filed report of Chief of Police 568 
• ordinance adopted – grant Corvallis & Eastern Railroad Company right to establish and 

operate telegraph lines within city 
568 

• ordinance to prevent accidents on locomotives and other cars within city read third time and 
lost 

568 

• referred to Fire and Water Committee petition of W. A. Buchanan, O. J. Trees, and others 
for a light at 11th and Harrison Streets 

568 

• granted petition of W. S. Gardner to place a showcase on Madison Street 568 
• resolution adopted – instruct, order, and direct Chief of Police to construct sidewalk along 

east and north sides of Lot 4 in Block 15 in Jobs Addition, in accordance with Ordinance 
No. 85 

568 

• resolution adopted – instruct, order, and direct Chief of Police to construct sidewalk along 
north side of Lot 5 in Block 15 in Jobs Addition, in accordance with Ordinance No. 85 

569 

• resolution adopted – construct sidewalk along west side of specific properties; order Chief 
of Police to serve notice upon owners of lots or parcels to construct sidewalk 

569 

• read and approved liquor license bonds of J. E. Wuestefeld – P. M. Zierolf and H. Hodes 
sureties, Thomas Whitethorn – John Smith and J. M. Porter sureties, and B. Woldt – N. B. 
Avery and John Rickard sureties; instructed Police Judge to issue licenses 

569 

• instructed Police Judge to furnish Finance Committee with portion of Council proceeding 
regarding employment of attorneys in case of Corvallis Water Co. vs. City 

570 

 
December 12, 1900 

• received Fire and Water Committee's report regarding light at 11th and Harrison; after 
considerable discussion, referred issue back to Committee 

571 

• read and filed regular report of Chief of Police and special report regarding petition of 
Harrison Street 

571 

• instructed Chief of Police to build crosswalk at Ninth and Harrison Streets 572 
• referred to Finance Committee reports of Police Judge and Treasurer 572 
• granted petition of C. A. Covell and others for crosswalk at Seventh and Tyler Streets and 

for sidewalk along west side of Seventh Street between Harrison and Tyler Streets (along 
Lots 1, 2, 3, and 4 in Block 2 in Rayburn's Addition) 

572 

• resolution adopted – construct sidewalk along east side of Lots 1, 2, 3, and 4 in Block 2 in 
Rayburn's Addition; direct Chief of Police to serve notice upon owners of identified lots or 
parcels to construct sidewalk 

572 

• resolution adopted – construct sidewalk along east side of Lots 1 and 2 in Block 3 in 
Rayburn's Addition; direct Chief of Police to serve notice upon owners of identified lots to 
construct sidewalk 

572 

• referred to Finance Committee petition of teachers of public schools asking Council to 
regulate street parades 

572 

• read and approved liquor license bond of John Kiriens – H. M. Brunk and H. W. Hall 
sureties; instructed Police Judge to issue license 

572 

 


