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City Council Meeting Minutes Index 
1901 

 
 
Spellings are based upon interpretation of handwriting. 
Page numbers indicate beginning of minutes entries for issues; entries may continue to subsequent pages. 
 
January 14, 1901 

• accepted Finance Committee report that it scheduled time to meet with petitioners regarding 
regulating street parades but failed to meet, and nothing was done 

574 

• granted Finance Committee further time to report matter of attorney fees in case of Corvallis 
Water Co. vs. City 

574 

• read communication from H. C. Watson, one of City's attorneys in case involving Corvallis 
Water Co., regarding his fees in case 

574 

• read and referred to Finance Committee report of Chief of Police 575 
• read and approved liquor license bond of Kirke and Wiley – John Richard and Thomas 

Callahan(?) sureties; instructed Police Judge to issue license 
575 

• referred to Fire and Water Committee petition of A. Stavelle(?) and others for electric light 
at Fifth and Madison Streets 

575 

• referred to Street Committee petition of J. Y. Underwood and others for sidewalk along 
Blocks 1 and 2 in Chase's Addition 

575 

• read clerk's certificate indicating amount of taxable property in City as $520,205; motion to 
establish levy for municipal purposes at 5 mills and for street purposes at 1 mill lost (Mayor 
broke tied vote) 

575 

• resolution adopted – levy for general municipal purposes five mills on each dollar upon all 
real and personal property assessable within City Limits for year 1900 and levy an 
additional one mill on same property for street fund for year 1900 

576 

• instructed Attorney to prepare ordinance to repeal bill-posting ordinance 576 
• referred to Street Committee matter of road to dumping ground 576 
• left to Councilmen Heckart and Smith matter of repairing City Hall roof 576 

 
February 4, 1901 

• Police Judge read notice calling special meeting 577 
• read and referred to Attorney petition of R. L. Buchanan, E. Woodward, and others and 

petition of Mrs. P. O. Wilson, Lucy Francisco, and others to have Charter amended 
regarding construction of sewers 

577 

• appointed and referred to committee matter of amending Charter to aid enterprises 577 
• referred to Attorney matter of legality of City aiding a free ferry across Willamette 577 

 
February 8, 1901 

• adjourned for lack of quorum 578 
 
February 11, 1901 

• received and accepted special committee's report against amending City Charter at the time 579 
• received and adopted Street Committee's report recommending against granting petition of 

J. Y. Underwood and others for sidewalk in Chase's Addition 
579 

• Fire and Water Committee reported favorably on petition of A. Standlee and others for 
electric light at Fifth and Madison Streets 

579 

• instructed Police Judge to deduct $21.60 from bill of Corvallis Water Company, with 
interest on same for a month, the amount being due the City on judgment held by City 
against Water Company 

579 
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• read and filed report of Chief of Police 580 
• granted petition of M. C. Miller and others asking Council to remove accumulation of 

manure between Hotel Corvallis and brick livery stable; instructed Chief of Police to have 
parties putting manure in area immediately remove same 

580 

• received Finance Committee's report that it reviewed work of attorneys E. E. Wilson and ? 
Watson in case of Corvallis Water Co. vs. City and recommended paying Mr. Wilson $300 
and Mr. Watson $200 and allowing $20 for incurred expenses; "considerable discussion"; 
postponed action 

580 

• ordinance to repeal Ordinance No. 65 (license and tax bill posters and everyone distributing 
advertisements – passed by Council August 12, 1895, approved by Mayor August 13, 1895) 
read first and second times 

581 

 
February 18, 1901 

• instructed Police Judge to draw warrants in favor of attorneys E. E. Wilson ($200) and H. C. 
Watson ($150) less amounts for $600 each already drawn to their order 

582 

• read communication from Corvallis Water Co. 582 
• read and approved liquor license bond of E. H. Paul – H. M. Brunk and H. W. Hall sureties; 

instructed Police Judge to issue license 
582 

 
March 11, 1901 

• instructed Police Judge to cancel judgments held against Corvallis Water Co. by City 583 
• accepted Attorney's report opining that defendant in case of City vs. Lee Daw(?) in Police 

Court could not appeal; read communication from J. W. McFadden, attorney for defendant 
583 

• read and filed report of Chief of Police 584 
• read and referred to Finance Committee reports of Treasurer and Police Judge 584 
• ordinance adopted – repeal Ordinance No. 65 (license and tax bill posters and everyone 

distributing advertisements – passed by Council August 12, 1895, approved by Mayor 
August 13, 1895) 

584 

• elected J. B. Irvine policeman for period of six months to serve without compensation from 
City – duties:  maintain order in building commonly known as Corvallis Opera House and 
prevent any person disturbing any meeting, gathering, or performance of any kind in said 
building 

584 

• received presentation from County Judge E. E. Woodward regarding repairing City and 
County ferry; referred matter to Street Committee to have ferry repaired; Judge Woodward, 
on behalf of County, agreed to pay one-half repair expenses 

585 

• referred to Fire and Water Committee petition of W. C. Buchanan, O. J. Trees, and others 
for electric light at 11th and Harrison Streets and petition of T. J. Thorpe, M. C. Thorpe, and 
others for electric light at 16th and Harrison Streets 

585 

• referred to Fire and Water Committee and Street Committee  petition of T. J. Thorpe, M. C. 
Thorpe, and others for sidewalk to be built along north side of Harrison Street from 16th 
Street to City Limits 

585 

• J. T. Philleby(?) asked Council to have saloons be closed on Sundays; approved Chief of 
Police having saloons keep closed on Sunday 

585 

 
April 4, 1901 

• received, accepted, and filed Finance Committee report that books of Police Judge and 
Treasurer were examined and deemed correct 

586 

• received, accepted, and filed Fire and Water Committee's report recommending that action 
regarding petition for electric light at 11th and Harrison Streets be postponed 

586 

• read and filed report of Chief of Police 587 
• read and accepted resignation of night policeman C. B. Wells 587 
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• elected George Emerick night policeman 587 
• read and referred to Street Committee petition of S. P. Hunt(?) requesting that alley in Block 

14 in County Addition be opened 
 

• referred to Street Committee petition of J. J. Cady, M. L. Adams, and others requesting 
sidewalk in Wilkins Addition 

587 

• granted petition of Benton County Citizens League requesting aid in printing pamphlet; 
instructed Police Judge to draw warrant for $50 for printing 

588 

• ordinance adopted – amend ordinance establishing and fixing compensation of certain 
officers and employees of City 

588 

• ordinance to amend Section 1 of an ordinance to provide for prevention and removal of 
nuisances and punish those who allow or maintain them (passed by Council September 16, 
1891; approved by Mayor October 15, 1891) read first time 

588 

• approved Health Committee inspecting city and causing all nuisances to be abated 589 
• ordered Police Judge to give usual notice of upcoming City election 589 
• appointed M. Jacobs, W. Crees, and Caleb Davis judges and J. Y. Underwood and J. Y. 

Ripley clerks of annual City election 
589 

 
May 13, 1901 

• received and adopted Street Committee's report recommending opening of alley in Block 14 
in County Addition; instructed Chief of Police to have alley opened 

590 

• ordinance to provide for prevention and removal of nuisances failed 591 
• allowed City Transfer Co. $20 per month for street sprinkling 591 
• resolution adopted – order Chief of Police to serve notice upon owners of specific lots or 

parcels to have sidewalks repaired 
591 

• authorized Mayor to appoint ten-citizen committee to travel to Portland to meet President 
McKinley during visit to area 

592 

• instructed sewer committee to investigate when citizens desired sewers 592 
 
May 18, 1901 

• adjourned for lack of quorum 592 
 
June 3, 1901 

• read and approved liquor license bonds of Thomas Whitethorn – J. M. Porter and John 
Smith sureties, B. Woldt – N. B. Avery and John Richard sureties, and J. G. Wuestefeldt – 
P. N. Zierolf and A. Hodes sureties; instructed Police Judge to issue licenses 

593 

• read and referred to Finance Committee quarterly report of Police Judge 593 
• read and ordered printed annual report of Police Judge 593 
• read and referred to Finance Committee reports of Treasurer and Chief of Police 593 
• received retiring Mayor J. W. Crawford's annual message 593 
• administered oath of office to newly elected Mayor M. S. Woodcock, elected Councilmen, 

and newly elected Chief of Police A. B. Alexander 
 

• read and accepted bonds of A. B. Alexander as Chief of Police – Rebecca Alexander and 
E. W. Strong sureties 

593 

• referred to Finance Committee bonds of E. P. Greffoz as Police Judge and W. McLogan 593 
• Mayor Woodcock read message 593 
• resolution adopted – bonds of Chief of Police be fixed at $2,000 594 
• appointed sewer committee to Board of Health 594 
• elected P. Avery Council President 594 
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June 10, 1901 
• received and accepted Finance Committee's report that bonds of Police Judge and Treasurer 

were satisfactory; approved bonds 
595 

• instructed Chief of Police to open alley in Block 14 in County Addition 597 
• read petition from E. T. Bryant, P. M. Zierolf, and others requesting a hydrant at Polk and 

Second Streets 
597 

• read and referred to Fire and Water Committee for investigation communication from F. P. 
Shasquin, Chief of Corvallis Fire Department, recommending purchase of new fire house 
and placing two more fire hydrants in city 

597 

• read applications for night watchman; elected J. J. Fleet night watchman 597 
• elected W. E. Yates Attorney 597 
• approved Council paying "that portion in crossing the streets of all lateral sewers that they 

may order(?) built at the expense of the adjacent property" 
597 

 
July 8, 1901 

• Fire and Water Committee reported receiving bids on hose; Council action postponed 598 
• report of Chief of Police was postponed because it was misplaced by Police Judge 599 
• resolution adopted – costs and expenses ($20.93) of constructing sidewalk along east and 

north sides of Lot 4 in Block 15 in Jobs Addition be assessed against said lot  
599 

• resolution adopted – costs and expenses ($14.45) of constructing sidewalk along north side 
of Lot 5 in Block 15 in Jobs Addition be assessed against said lot 

599 

• read and approved liquor license bond of Kirke and Nailey(?) – C. Read and Thomas 
Callahan sureties; instructed Police Judge to issue license 

600 

• read communication from Gordon V. Skelton regarding surveying and preparing plans for 
lateral sewers; referred matter to committee on sewers, with power to act 

600 

• received presentation from ? Farr, president of Corvallis Water Co., regarding additional fire 
hydrants; after discussion, instructed Fire and Water Committee to confer with Corvallis 
Water Co. to reach understanding to secure for City a better supply of water 

600 

• referred fire hose bids and samples to Fire and Water Committee and Chief Engineer 600 
• referred to Fire and Water Committee matter of changing lights in Council Chambers 600 

 
July 15, 1901 

• read and referred to Finance Committee report of Chief of Police 601 
• read and adopted Fire and Water Committee's report regarding purchase of 500 feet of fire 

hose; read telegram and communication from F. P. Shasgrin, Chief of Corvallis Fire 
Department, regarding purchase of hose 

601 

• ordinance adopted – approve action of Fire and Water Committee in bargaining for 500 feet 
of fire hose, appropriate $450 for purchase of same, authorize Police Judge to draw warrant 
on Treasurer for $450 in favor of Huston and Borege Agents of Fabric Fire Hose Company 

601 

• read communication from Corvallis Water Co. 602 
• left matter of repairing tower to dry hose with Fire and Water Committee with power to act 602 
• appointed committee to examine roof of City Hall 602 

 
August 12, 1901 

• granted Fire and Water Committee further time to report regarding examining roof of City 
Hall 

603 

• read and filed report of Chief of Police 604 
• appointed committee to investigate water supply and new franchise with Corvallis Water 

Co.; approved necessary expenses committee would incur to obtain information requested 
by Council 

604 
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• referred to Finance Committee petition of Gazette Publishing Co. requesting reduction in 
rent 

604 

• ordered that City pay necessary expenses incurred by Chief Engineer attending convention 
of Fire Chiefs in Tacoma 

604 

• referred to Finance Committee matter of securing tower to dry hoses, now rented to Gazette 
Publishing Co. 

604 

• granted request of Corvallis Fire Department to grant prizes (?) aggregating(?) $15 and to 
have fire apparatus repaired and painted 

604 

• instructed Chief of Police to have City jail door repaired 605 
 
September 9, 1901 

• read and referred to Finance Committee reports of Police Judge, Treasurer, and Chief of 
Police 

606 

• referred to Street Committee petition of O. V. Hunt, George F. Elgin, and others requesting 
amendment of the bicycle ordinance 

607 

• referred to Street Committee petition of J. E. Felton, R. V. Adams, and others requesting a 
sidewalk on south side of Van Buren Street and north side of Lots 1 and 2 in Wilkins 
Addition 

607 

• referred to Street Committee and Chief of Police matter of having electric light and 
telephone wires placed and put in service condition 

607 

 
October 14, 1901 

• adopted Street Committee's report that petitioned bicycle ordinance amendments not be 
granted 

608 

• adopted Street Committee's report supporting petition for sidewalk on north side of Blocks 1 
and 2 in Wilkins Addition and south side of Van Buren Street 

608 

• read and filed report of Chief of Police 609 
• took no action regarding Miles Starr's application to ride bicycle on sidewalks 609 
• read but took no action on communication from A. B. Alexander regarding Attorney 

refusing to draw complaint against Adam Assell for violating Sunday closing law 
609 

• postponed action regarding petition of J. M. Nolan, M. M. Davis, and M. Elston Lee for 
lateral sewer through Block 15 in Old Town 

609 

• received presentation by Professor E. R. Lake and W. Bouge regarding having changes 
made in crosswalk over railroad tracks in city; referred issue to Street Committee 

609 

• authorized Chief of Police to employ as many special policemen as he deemed necessary to 
preserve order and protect property during Halloween night 

609 

• motion to authorize Chief of Police to employ an attorney in cases when Attorney refused to 
act at request of Chief of Police lost 

609 

• requested Attorney be present at October 21, 1901, Council meeting to explain why he did 
not draw complaint against A. Assell when requested to do so by Chief of Police 

609 

 
October 21, 1901 

• resolution adopted – build sidewalk along north side of Blocks 1 and 2 in Wilkins Addition; 
instruct Chief of Police A. B. Alexander to serve notice upon owners of adjacent property to 
construct sidewalk to conform with all requirements of Section 4 of ordinance passed 
September 11, 1899, and approved September 13, 1899 

610 

• read and granted petition of M. M. Davis, J. M. Nolan, and M. E. Lee, owners of two-thirds 
of property in Block 15 in Old Town, asking Council to construct lateral sewer through said 
Block, to be paid for by property owners of said Block 

610 
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• received report and presentation by Attorney W. E. Yates regarding not writing complaint 
against A. Assell for violating Sunday closing ordinance when requested to do so by Chief 
of Police A. B. Alexander; Council discussed matter but took no action 

610 

• instructed Attorney to prepare ordinance for construction of lateral sewer through Block 15 
in Old Town 

611 

• referred to Fire and Water Committee petition of Mrs. Cora Hartley, Mrs. D. W. Prichard, 
and others for electric light in front of free reading rooms 

611 

 
October 28, 1901 

• read communication from B. F. Hyland regarding sewer through Block 15 in Old Town 612 
• elected J. B. Irvine as policeman to maintain order in and about building known as opera 

house and to serve without receiving compensation from City for services as such officer 
612 

• ordinance adopted – provide for time and manner of constructing sewer, together with 
necessary catch basins, manholes, lampholes, and branches, along middle of alley of Block 
15 in Original Town of Marysville and across Adams Street from main sewer on Jefferson 
Street to north line of Block 4 in Original Town of Marysville; sewer to be paid for by 
property benefitted by construction of sewer, provided by City Charter Sections 119 and 
127 

612 

 
November 11, 1901 

• granted Street Committee further time to report regarding fixing crosswalks 614 
• adopted Fire and Water Committee report against putting electric light in front of reading 

room 
614 

• read and filed report of Chief of Police 615 
• opened and referred to sewer committee (with power to act) single bid received for 

constructing lateral sewer through Block 15 in Old Town – J. R. Smith & Co. to build sewer 
for $448.75 

615 

• read and approved liquor license bonds of Thomas Whitethorn – John Smith and J. M. 
Porter sureties, J. G. Wuestefeld – P. M. Zierolf and H. Hodes sureties, and B. Woldt – John 
Richard and N. B. Avery sureties; instructed Police Judge to issue licenses 

615 

• read unsigned(?) protest against social club giving dances in fireman's hall; approved to 
allow no more dances in fireman's hall except by Council permission 

616 

• placed care of City Hall in charge of Chief of Police until next regular meeting 616 
• referred to Street Committee matter of building sidewalk along east side of Lots 1, 2, and 3 

in Block 19 in County Addition 
616 

 
December 9, 1901 

• sewer committee reported it awarded contract to build lateral sewer through Block 15 in Old 
Town to J. R. Smith & Co. 

617 

• read, adopted, and filed reports of Police Judge, Treasurer, and Chief of Police 618 
• granted petition of Corvallis Choral(?) Union to use Fireman Hall to practice 618 
• committee from ladies' coffee club asked what meeting, if any, they could hold in firemen's 

hall; after discussion, Council members informed committee of no objection to ladies 
having gathering in hall except dancing; instructed Chief of Police to furnish committee 
with a key to the hall; instructed Chief of Police to furnish firemen with key to hall and keep 
one himself 

618 

• referred to Street Committee matter of placing electric light on Madison Street between City 
Hall and Second Street 

618 

• referred to Fire and Water Committee matter of providing greater safety from fire and 
accidents to people in building known as Corvallis Opera House 

618 

• accepted invitation of ladies' coffee club to attend reception on New Year's Day 618 



City Council Meeting Minutes Index – 1901 Page 7 of 6 

 


