City Council Meeting Minutes Index
1904

Spellings are based upon interpretation of handwriting.
Page numbers indicate beginning of minutes entries for issues; entries may continue to subsequent pages.

January 11, 1904

read and approved liquor license bond of ? and ? — E. R. Bryson and C. Read sureties;
ordered license issued

ordinance adopted — prohibit any person keeping any house, room, or place where any
games of cards, dice, or other games of chance were played to permit any minor from
remaining or loitering and prohibiting minors from remaining or loitering

instructed Chief of Police to ensure that all City laws were enforced

appointed committee to re-organize fire department

postponed action regarding appeal involving May Smith case

February 8, 1904

read and filed committee report regarding re-organizing fire department

ordered that City pay for sewer to new school building at pro rata per foot

read and filed report of Chief of Police

filed communication from Corvallis Water Co.

referred to Sewer Committee matter of connecting flush tank at corner of Ninth and Van
Buren Streets

referred to Street Committee construction of sidewalk along north sides of Lot 4 in Block 8
and Lots 3, 8, and 4 in Block 9 in Job's Addition

referred to Street Committee petition to open streets through strip of land dividing Job's and
Wilkins Addition

read report recommending City purchase a 100-gallon chemical engine for fire department;
received verbal report opposing recommendation; referred matter to Fire and Water
Committee to act with executive committee of Fire Department

received presentation from Corvallis Water Company regarding rates to be paid by City for
fire purposes; appointed committee to confer with Water Committee regarding matter
ordered that Corvallis Fire Department use fireman's hall for any purpose it saw fit
authorized Chief Engineer to inspect and open fire hydrants at any time he saw fit with
representative of water company and without him when he could not be found

referred to Attorney matter of appeal in case of City vs. May Smith

March 14, 1904

read, adopted, and confirmed special water committee's report — water company to accept
warrants drawn in its favor in full payment for water to present and in consideration of fact
more water would be required by City for flushing sewers henceforth than had been used
thus far; City to pay water company $43.50 per month for all water used by City for sewers,
hydrants, cisterns, and Hall; price to remain in force until water company makes important
improvements in its plant regarding more fire protection or until City makes other
arrangements regarding water

read report of committee regarding purchase of chemical engine — recommend purchase of
55-gallon chemical engine to meet Fire Department's need; read letters to Fire Chief from
other cities with chemical engines

read and filed reports of Police Judge, Chief of Police, and Treasurer

motion to adopt report of committee recommending purchase of chemical engine lost
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Ap

ordered that streets between Wilkins and Job's Addition be opened and that T. A. Jones be
appointed surveyor by City and make survey of proposed streets

ordinance adopted — prohibit keeping open bar rooms, tippling houses, and drinking shops
and sale or disposal in any manner of wines, spirituous or malt liquors during certain hours
ordinance to amend Sections 1, 2, and 45 of Ordinance No. 9 read first and second times
resolution adopted — issue no license to saloon keepers who continue to sell or give
intoxicants to intoxicated persons or habitual drunkards

resolution adopted — establish $85 per month as extreme limit that City could afford to pay
for street lighting; direct Street Committee to keep expenditure for street lights within limit
referred to Attorney and Chief of Police complaint by T. A. Bell regarding parties placing
lumber, etc., in streets; materials to be removed if City had right to do so

received and referred to light committee proposal from County Judge V. E. Waters on
behalf of Benton County that arc lights be placed in all roads leading out of city; County to
pay one-half and City the balance; committee to investigate proposal and determine height
at which arc lights should be placed

referred to Chief Engineer of Corvallis Fire Department matter of removing buildings on
Second Street that were partially burned

referred to Health Committee petition of W. H. Hamesly, J. H. Harris, and others that Jacob
Blumbery's establishment on Second Street was a nuisance

resolution adopted — order and direct Chief of Police to serve notice upon owners of lots to
construct sidewalks

referred to Street Committee three petitions for sidewalks

ril 11, 1904

adopted Street Committee's report that sidewalks built along west side of Block 29 in Job's
Addition; north side of Block 9 and Lot 4 in Block 8 in Jobs Addition; Lot 12 in Block 10 in
Wilkins Addition; south side of Blocks 9, 8, and 7 in Wilkin's Addition; west side of Lots 7
and 8 in Block 21 in Job's Addition, and on Monroe Street

read and filed report of Chief of Police

ordinance adopted — amend Sections 1, 2, and 45 of Ordinance No. 9

ordinance adopted — amend Sections 1 and 2 of 159 (councilman objected to introduction of
ordinance but withdrew his objection after Council discussion)

ordinance adopted — prevent boys and other persons from climbing upon railroad cars while
in motion

resolution adopted — order and direct Chief of Police to serve notice upon owners of lots to
construct sidewalks

postponed action regarding a petition to vacate street between school buildings

read and accepted resignation of Councilman Lee Henkle (Ward 3)

instructed Police Judge to give notice of annual election

designated Council Chambers as polling place for annual election (southeast corner of
Fourth and Madison Streets)

appointed Caleb Harris, Joseph Yates, and R. H. Colbert judges and Robert Johnson and W.
Dilley clerks of annual election

elected Lee Henkle to fill his position as Ward 3 Councilman until the next election
authorized Chief Engineer of Fire Department to attend to cleaning City Hall

instructed Chief of Police to have water company furnish City Hall water

instructed Chief of Police to fix place below Dixon's Creek to dump rubbish and to see that
streets were cleaned of rubbish

May 2, 1904

City

no Council members present; no business conducted
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May 9, 1904

read and filed report of Chief of Police

ordinance adopted — grant to Corvallis Independent Telephone Company and its assigns
right to construct, operate, and maintain independent telephone exchange and appurtenances
in city

ordinance adopted — repeal Ordinance Number 134

referred to committee application of W. Boders and J. G. Wuestefel for saloon license
approved application and bond of B. Woldt for saloon license; ordered license issued
ordinance to declare Clarence Hyland a common drunkard read first and second times
ordinance to provide for prevention of fires and protection of persons and property
endangered thereby read first and second times and referred to Fire and Water Committee
ordinance to protect life and property read first and second times

resolution adopted — order and direct Chief of Police to serve notice upon owners of lots and
parcels to construct sidewalks

accepted resignation of Councilman J. C. Taylor (Ward 2), effective at the end of the
present fiscal year

accepted County's offer to pay one-half of funeral expenses and for a monument for James
Dunn, provided City reimburses County; referred matter to committee to act in conjunction
with County Court in matter

read communication from Corvallis Grange No. 242 requesting assistance in entertaining
State Grange (meeting in Corvallis May 24-27); appointed committee to act in conjunction
with Corvallis Grange

appointed committee to act on license application of W. Broders and J. G. Wuestefeld
appointed committee to act with County regarding funeral expenses of James Dunn

May 24, 1904

approved payment of funeral expenses of James Dunn

June 6, 1904

accepted special committee's report recommending approving liquor license application of
J. G. Wuestefeld and W. Broders; instructed Police Judge to issue license

instructed Chief of Police to notify owners to remove ?? from A Street

Police Judge administered oaths of office to elected officials

referred to Fire and Water Committee ordinance to provide for prevention of fires and
protection of persons and property endangered thereby

referred to Fire and Water Committee ordinance for protection of life and property

drew lots to determine two- and three-year terms for Ward 2

drew lots to determine one- and three-year terms

June 13, 1904

Fire and Water Committee recommended adoption of ordinance to provide for prevention of
fires and protection of persons and property endangered thereby and ordinance for
protection of life and property

read and referred to Finance Committee reports of Police Judge and Treasurer

ordinance adopted — provide for prevention of fires and protection of persons and property
endangered thereby

ordinance to provide for and determine number and size of places of entrance and exit from
all public halls and other buildings used for public gatherings and mode of hanging doors
therefor read first and second times and referred to Fire and Water Committee

took no action regarding ordinance declaring Clarence Hyland a common drunkard
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resolution presented to discontinue practice of electing Attorney and, instead, empower
Police Judge to secure counsel when, in his judgment, City needed such counsel; Council
took no action

motion to elect Attorney passed, re-considered, and lost

postponed election of Attorney and night policeman

elected A. J. Johnson Council President

received presentation regarding filtering water for City and private purposes

ordinance to license and define peddlers read first and second times and referred to
committee

referred to Sewer Committee petition of Mrs. Johnson(?) for sewer through Block 14 in
County Addition

appropriated $50 to Fire Department to assist in Fourth of July celebration (Department
requested $100)

filed invitation to Mayor and Council to take part in Fourth of July parade

resolution adopted — order and direct Chief of Police to serve notice upon owners of lots or
parcels to construct or repair sidewalks

instructed Chief of Police to report to Council all sidewalks needing repairing in City Limits
instructed committee on health to act in conjunction with County Court regarding
quarantining cases of small pox

June 20, 1904

Finance Committee deemed books of Police Judge, Treasurer, and Chief of Police sufficient
and recommended accepting same; accepted and filed Committee's report and bonds
Finance Committee deemed books and accounts of Police Judge and Treasurer for June 4,
1902, through June 4, 1904, correct

granted Street Committee further time to report on Electric Light bill of $96.10 and City
Transfer Co. bill of $20 for sprinkling

Street Committee recommended substitute ordinance regarding licensing peddlers
ordinance adopted — amend Section 14 of Ordinance No. 24 to impose and regulate licenses
and regulate manner of issuing licenses (passed by Council January 11, 1892, and approved
by Mayor January 20, 1892)

referred to Sewer Committee, with power to have proper surveys made if it saw fit, petitions
of M. R. Lucy and others for sewer through Blocks 39 and 38 in Moore and Neuhouse
Addition and petition of J. R. Rowland and others for sewer through Block 32 in Avery's
Third Addition

authorized Fire and Water Committee to compel Water Company to furnish water to parties
having patent closets as far as provisions of Charter and ordinances would permit

referred to Sewer Committee matter of M. E. Yates connecting with sewer in Block 18 in O.
T.

Health Committee reported conferring with County Court regarding pest house and that
Court was willing to cooperate with City in the matter; authorized Committee to confer
again with Court

City Council Meeting Minutes Index — 1904

148

148
149
149
149
149
149
149

149
149

150
150

151
151
151
151
151

152

152

152

152

Page 4 of 10



July 11, 1904

approved Health Committee's report that it examined condition of water closets, etc.,
adjacent to sewers in city and found a "deplorable condition of affairs"; in many blocks
adjacent to sewers there was no sewer connection, and in some places only one or two
connections along an entire sewer; in Block 1 there were nine homes and stables and 11
water closets all in use and no sewer connection, although a new lateral sewer extended
through the block; in the block on west side of Main Street, running from Homing grocery
store to Simpson's hardware store, there was only one sewer connection, which was installed
"by a Chinaman"; Committee reported these were fair examples of general condition of
affairs, and condition of water closets, etc. could "readily be imagined"; Committee
recommended Council take immediate steps for passage of ordinance compelling property
owners to make sewer connections wherever possible

Sewer Committee recommended postponing action regarding petition for sewer through
Block 32 in Avery's Third Addition and recommended constructing sewer in response to
petition for sewer through Block 38 in Neuhouse and Moores Addition and Block 39 known
as Irvin Block and through Block 14 in County Addition

read remonstrance of Virginia Espy, Eliza Chrisinger, and S. P. Hunt against construction of
sewer through Block 14 in County Addition

Fire and Water Committee reported it conferred with president of water company, who
refused to furnish water to John Lenger for toilet purposes

Fire and Water Committee recommended adopting ordinance, in its current form, to provide
for and determine number and sizes of places of entrance and exits from public halls and
other buildings

adopted Street Committee's report that it considered bill of $20 for sprinkling streets and
compared the charge with what other valley cities paid for similar purposes and
recommended that City pay $10 per month for sprinkling of public squares

Street Committee chair reported he reviewed the Electric Light Co.'s bill and believed all the
lights were burning as per bill but that $7.50 of amount was owed by County; based upon
contract, it was a question of whether the light company should submit its bill to County for
lights where County was paying one-half and City the balance or submit bill to City and
City then collect from County

approved paying Electric Light Co.'s bill less amount due from County since new contract
between City and Electric Light Company went into effect; approved paying light bill for
June less amount due from County ($7.50)

accepted insurance policies on City Hall and building known as old engine house;
postponed action on associated bills

read and filed report of Chief of Police

ordinance adopted — provide for and determine number and size of places of entrance and
exit from all public halls and other buildings used for public gathering

resolution adopted — instruct Health Committee to meet with County Court and urge upon it,
on behalf of residents of City and as representatives of many Benton County taxpayers, that
they purchase or erect a suitable building and maintain it for use as a pest house (hospital)
for benefit of all citizens of Benton County

elected W. E. Yates Attorney

elected D. A. Osburn night policeman

left to Attorney matter of compelling water company to furnish water to private consumers
instructed Attorney to prepare ordinance to compel property owners to connect to sewers
instructed Sewer Committee to repair rent and settle back rent due City on building known
as Gazette building

approved that all claims against City must be presented to City prior to fifth day of each
month or they would not be allowed at the regular meeting following said date
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ordinance adopted — authorize construction of sewer through Block 14 in County Addition
resolution adopted — order and direct Chief of Police to serve notice upon owners of lots and
parcels to construct or repair sidewalks

referred to Sewer Committee petition of H. C. Magus(?) and others for sewer in Tenth Street
approved liquor license bond of Wiley & Zeis — E. R. Bryson and Maynus E? sureties;
instructed Police Judge to issue license

granted Police Judge and Chief of Police 15 days' leave of absence from City

August 8, 1904

received Sewer Committee's report recommending construction of sewer through Blocks 15
and 16 in N. B. & P. Avery's Addition and through alley and not in street, as requested in
petition

read remonstrance of J. K. Berry and others against sewer through Blocks 15 and 16 in

N. B. & P. Avery's Addition

Health Committee reported it was unable to reach agreement with County Court regarding
pest house (hospital)

adopted Sewer Committee's report that it had the building known as old engine house
repaired; rent to be paid from and after August 15, 1904, for part occupied by Corvallis
Gazette was to be at rate of $10 per month; rent owed by Gazette amounting to 24 months
was to be paid at rate of $7.50 per month; and proprietor of Corvallis Gazette agreed to said
terms

Sewer Committee reported it did not believe Corvallis Gazette had as much woodshed room
as needed; approved that any expense incurred in providing more woodshed room for
Corvallis Gazette should be paid by Corvallis Gazette

Sewer Committee reported it had advertised for and received one bid for construction of
sewer through Block 14 in County Addition; approved awarding bid to sole bidder

read and filed report of Chief of Police

ordinance to compel all persons erecting or maintaining privies(?) or cesspools within 150
feet from street or alley in which sewer was located or may henceforth be constructed
connect to sewer read first and second times

referred to Finance Company communication of John B. McLaren(?) regarding selling old
engine property

referred to Fire and Water Committee matter of purchasing dry powder fire extinguisher
referred to Street Committee petition for sidewalk along west side of Block 22 in Wilkins
Addition

ordinance adopted — declare W. Albright, Andy Campbell, Clarence Hyland, Peter Sprechie,
Joseph Firestein, Joseph Alberts, and George Emery common drunkards

resolution adopted — order and direct Chief of Police to serve notice upon owners of lots or
parcels to construct sidewalks

instructed Chief of Police to construct bridge or ditch on 15th Street

September 12, 1904

accepted Finance Committee's report that the old engine would be sold for $2,000

adopted Fire and Water Committee's report recommending that City not purchase dry
powder fire extinguisher

read petition for sewer through Block 14 in Original Town of Marysville and report of
Sewer Committee recommending construction of said sewer; adopted report; ordered
construction of sewer

granted petition of W. B. Lay and others for permission to construct sewer through Block 38
in Moore and Neuhouse Addition and Block 39 according to City's plans and specifications;
ordered that City pay proportionate share of sewer when it crossed streets
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referred to committee, with power to act, matter of repairing City Hall roof

instructed Health Committee to act in conjunction with County Court regarding securing
pest house and granted Committee power to act in matter

referred to Street Committee, with power to act, issue of graveling of streets

referred to Finance Committee proposition of Corvallis Water Co. to furnish mountain water
ordinance to authorize construction, operation, and maintenance of street railway system in
city read first and second times and referred to Committee

granted petition for sidewalk along east side of Block 9 in Job's Addition

referred to Sewer Committee petition for sewer through Blocks 31 and 32 in Avery's Third
Addition

adopted Sewer Committee's report recommending construction of sewer through Blocks 15
and 16; ordered construction of sewer

resolution adopted — order and direct Chief of Police to construct sidewalks as previously
ordered that property owners failed to construct

ordinance adopted — compel persons maintaining privies(?) or cesspools within 150 feet
from street or alley in which sewer located or may henceforth be constructed connect to
sewer; amended to indicate lateral sewer and specify that water source must be available for
operating connection

ordinance adopted — order construction of sewer through Block 14 in Original Town of
Corvallis

resolution adopted — order and direct Chief of Police to serve notice upon owners of lots or
parcels to construct sidewalks

ordered construction of sidewalk along west side of Block 2? in Wilkins Addition

granted petition for sidewalk on east side of Block 3 in Hoffman's addition; ordered
construction of sewer

October 3, 1904

ordinance adopted — authorize J. B. Irvine, Alex Rennie, and W. R. Hansel to enter into
contract with Pacific Coast Rubber Co. to repair roof of City Hall

referred to Sewer Committee matter of time and manner of making connections to lateral
sewers; Committee to prepare ordinance

allowed Chief Engineer of Fire Department $30 to attend meeting of fire chiefs at
Vancouver

October 10, 1904

read report of Chief of Police

read and adopted report of Chief of Police indicating $18.49 cost of constructing sidewalk
along south side of Lot 12 in Block 10 in Wilkins Addition; instructed Police Judge to
prepare resolution making cost a lien on the property

resolution adopted — order and direct Chief of Police to serve notice upon owners of lots and
parcels to construct sidewalks

received committee report recommending amendments to ordinance granting Willamette
Valley Electric Railway Company franchise over streets in city; additional amendments
made

ordinance — adopted — grant Willamette Valley Electric Railway Company franchise over
streets in city

resolution adopted — appoint committee to consider preparing a new, up-to-date charter to
be referred to Senator Avery prior to opening of January legislative session and advise
Council of the best method of procuring drafting of new charter and probable cost of said
work

added members to Finance Committee to consider proposition of securing mountain water
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instructed Chief of Police to notify W. S. McFadden to remove partially burned hay from
northeast corner of Second and Washington Streets
instructed Health Committee to remove City furniture from pest house

November 14, 1904

adopted Sewer Committee's report recommending sewer be constructed through Blocks 31
and 32 in Avery's Third Addition; ordered construction of sewer

Sewer Committee reported receiving one bid for construction of sewer through Block 14 in
O. T.; awarded contract to sole bidder

read and filed report of Chief of Police

resolution adopted — declare lien of $18.49 against property for construction of sidewalk
along south side of Lot 12 in Block 10 in Wilkins Addition

resolution adopted — order and direct Chief of Police to construct sidewalks as previously
ordered that property owners failed to construct

resolution adopted — order and direct Chief of Police to construct and repair sidewalks as
previously ordered that property owners failed to construct

resolution adopted — approve City not paying for cost of constructing main or lateral sewer
across street after December 31, 1904 (City $24,000 in debt and seeking to reduce expenses
for next few years)

referred to Street Committee written objections of Virginia Espy to construction of sidewalk
along her property

read and approved liquor license bonds of W. Broders — Thomas Whitehorn and J. M. Porter
sureties, J. G. Wuestefeld — P. N. Zierolf and R. H. Huston sureties, and B. Woldt — John
Rickard and E. H. Taylor sureties; ordered licenses issued

referred to committee, with power to have ordinance prepared, matter of fire alarm system
referred to Attorney and Police Judge matter of delinquent sewer assessments; instructed
Police Judge to issue to Chief of Police warrants for collection of assessments

granted petition of Louise Kiger, Edith F. Bryson, and Mary C. Bryson to construct sewer
through Block 16 in County Addition and across Van Buren Street and asking City to pay
proportionate part of cost of sewer across Van Buren, provided construction completed by
January 1, 1905

ordinance adopted — adopt report of assessors for construction of sewer through Block 14 in
County Addition

ordinance to prohibit throwing paper ??, etc. in streets or private premises read first and
second times and referred to Health Committee

ordinance regarding awnings(?) read first and second times and referred to Health
Committee

ordinance to establish cement crosswalk and sidewalk district and provide for manner of
constructing same read first and second times and referred to Street Committee

November 18, 1904

Health Committee recommended amending ordinance regarding throwing ashes, paper, etc.,
in public streets, grounds, and private premises by deleting reference to private premises;
indefinitely postponed action on ordinance

special committee recommended establishing fire alarm system and presented ordinance
authorizing making contract; referred ordinance to Fire and Water Committee

Street Committee recommended not building sidewalk along Virginia Espy's property if she
would immediately repair old walk so it would be safe for travelers

Health Committee recommended adopting ordinance regulating construction of awnings(?)
ordinance adopted — regulate construction of awnings(?)
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adopted special charter committee report recommending a complete revision of the Charter
and appointment of a special committee to revise the Charter and have power to have new
Charter prepared; appointed committee to revise Charter

appointed committee to examine enlarging City Limits

Police Judge submitted saloon license applications of B. Woldt, J. G. Wuestefeld, and

W. Broders

ordinance adopted — ordering construction of sewer through Blocks 16 and 15 in N. B. & P.
Avery's Addition

authorized Mayor to expend up to $20 to secure analysis of water of Rock Creek

granted application of D. A. Osburn and others to construct sewer through Block 17 in
County Addition and City pay proportionate cost across streets

November 28, 1904

adjourned for lack of a quorum

December 5, 1904

received proposition of Dr. G. A. Farra to furnish City with mountain water; after
discussion, referred matter to special water committee

received presentation regarding fire alarm system; referred matter to Fire and Water
Committee to recommend what it considered appropriate

December 12, 1904

granted special water committee further time to report regarding proposition of G. A. Farra
for mountain water

read and filed report of Chief of Police

read and adopted report of Chief of Police indicating $34.25 cost of constructing sidewalk
along north side of Block 26 in Avery's Second Addition and $59.55 for sidewalk along
west side of Block 27 in Avery's Second Addition; instructed Police Judge to prepare
resolution making costs liens on the properties

read certificate of County Clerk showing assessable property within city as $834,850
resolution adopted — levy for general municipal purposes five mills on each dollar upon all
real and personal assessable property within city for year 1904 and additional two mills as
street fund for year 1904

adopted Street Committee's recommended amendments to ordinance establishing and
creating cement sidewalk and crosswalk district

ordinance adopted — establish and create cement sidewalk and crosswalk district

read and referred to Street Committee petition of J. F. Yates and others for sidewalk along
Block 33 in Job's Addition

ordinance to regulate plumbing read first and second times and referred to Health
Committee

resolution adopted — authorize, empower, and direct specific Council members to consult
with various property owners along proposed sewer beginning at manhole in Jefferson
Street sewer opposite center of Block 16 in N. B. & P. Avery's Addition, thence southerly
through centers of Blocks 16 and 15 of said Addition to point in Washington Street
extended a distance of 720 feet and agree with property owners regarding compensation to
be paid for right-of-way over their lands to be crossed by sewer; sewer construction was
ordered through Ordinance No. 175

special committee recommended amendments to ordinance regarding fire alarm system;
referred ordinance back to committee

ordinance adopted — order construction of sewer through Blocks 32 and 31 in Avery's Third
Addition
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» ordered that all catch basins to sewer henceforth constructed be located by Sewer 186
Committee

 appoint committee to determine what authority City and its officers had in enforcing local 186
option(?) law and, if necessary, have amendment to Charter prepared empowering and
giving City jurisdiction over local(?) law within City

« instructed Police Judge to secure dog tags 186
« referred to Street Committee matter of taking water of certain streets 186
* instructed Police Judge to notify Pacific Coast Rubber Co. that City Hall roof (which 186

company replaced) was leaking
* instructed Police Judge to issue to Chief of Police warrant for collection of all unpaid sewer 187
assessments

December 28, 1904
 adjourned for lack of a quorum 187
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