City Council Meeting Minutes Index
1905

Spellings are based upon interpretation of handwriting.
Page numbers indicate beginning of minutes entries for issues; entries may continue to subsequent pages.

January 3, 1905

read and adopted report of committee on corporation extension; amended to refer issue back
to committee

referred to Street Committee petition for sidewalk along east side of Lots 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6
in Block 3 in Wilkins Addition

read and adopted report from joint committee of Council and Benton County Citizens
League recommending not accepting proposal for a system of mountain water for City
received and filed E. E. Wilson's remonstrance against proposed extension of City Limits
read and accepted communication from Willamette Valley Electric Railroad Company
General Manager accepting franchise and all conditions contained therein

received and referred to special water committee proposition of Corvallis Water Co. to
supply City

added Alex Rennie to special water committee

instructed Chief of Police to dispose of old tin taken from roof of City Hall

January 9, 1905

presented by special water committee proposition of A. J. Johnson, E. R. Bryson, and G. V.
Skelton; referred back to committee

Charter committee presented several proposed Charter amendments; discussed, amended
Charter sections, and referred to committee to make changes it deemed appropriate and send
same to Senator P. Avery to present to Legislature

read and postponed action regarding resignation of Councilman A. J. Johnson (Ward 2)
received Charter extension committee's proposed extension of City Limits; approved
making certain lines north and west boundary lines; motion to make south boundary line
follow Marys River, leaving out proposed extension south of Marys River known as Fischer
Mill property, etc., lost; motion made, discussed, and withdrawn to not extend City Limits;
re-considered previous motion and approved excluding from City Limits extension property
south of Marys River

approved Mayor appointing one Councilman and several "outsiders" to special water
committee

accepted Councilman A. J. Johnson's resignation

elected G. A. Novell to fill vacancy caused by A. J. Johnson's resignation

Street Committee recommended approving petition for sidewalk along Block 33 in Job's
Addition

resolution adopted — order and direct Chief of Police to serve notice upon property owner to
construct sidewalk

adopted Street Committee's recommendation for a sidewalk along east side of Lots 1, 2, 3,
4,5, and 6 in Block 3 in Wilkins Addition

January 13, 1905

ordinance adopted — authorize Council committee to enter into contract with M. D. DeVany
and Independent Telephone Co. for fire alarm system

elected G. A. Coville Council President

ordinance to prevent obstructing ditches, etc. read first and second times
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motion made and withdrawn to include property south of Marys River in City Limits
extension

re-considered vote of January 9, 1905 — approved including property south of Marys River
known as Fisher Mill property, etc. into City Limits extension

instructed Charter amendment committee to prepare amendment on the plan of Portland
Charter regarding a water system for City, providing for issuing not more than $75,000 in
bonds to construct same and for commission of nine people to construct said system
instructed committee on enlarging City Limits to have necessary survey conducted as soon
as possible

approved not granting any subsidy or money in advance to any persons or corporation to
furnish City with water

January 20, 1905

adjourned for lack of a quorum

January 23, 1905

read and accepted resignation of Councilman J. M. Cameron (Ward 2)

elected Ed Buxton to fill vacancy caused by Councilman Cameron's resignation

read and accepted resignation of Attorney W. E. Yates

elected J. Fred Yates Attorney

resolution adopted — order and direct Chief of Police to serve notice upon property owners
to construct sidewalks

ordinance adopted — regulate plumbing

allowed citizens until July 1st to connect to sewer

February 13, 1905

read and filed report of Chief of Police

ordinance adopted — adopt report of assessors appointed to assess cost of construction of
sewer through Block 14 in O. T.

resolution adopted — order and direct Chief of Police to serve notice upon property owners
to construct sidewalks

received and overruled objection of Annie E. Lock by A. Locke to construction of sidewalk
along west side of Block 33 in Job's Addition

March 13, 1905

referred to Street Committee matter of depot of C. & E. R. R.

referred to Street Committee graveling of certain parts of Taylor Street

referred to Street Committee Miss Pauline Kline's application regarding placing new
sidewalk

referred to Fire and Water Committee bills for labor at saw mills fire

granted M. S. Woodcock permission to place ash box in Jefferson Street at rear of
Occidental Hotel

declared as nuisances water closets in Lots 1 and 2 in Block 10 in County Addition and
refuse matter in rear of Hotel Corvallis; ordered Chief of Police to notify owners to remove
same

appointed committee to consult engineers regarding cost of surveys for water system to
Rock Creek, etc.

appointed committee to draft resolution regarding payment of firemen at fires
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Ap

Ap

City

ril 10, 1905

resolution adopted — pay Chief Engineer of Fire Department not more than $.75 per hour for
assisting when necessary to prevent spreading of fires after same were placed under control
and to return fire apparatus to engine room; authorize Chief Engineer to employ not more
than four men when necessary at not more than $.40 per hour to aid in preventing spread of
fires after same were placed under control and to return fire apparatus to engine room; all
bills for fire-fighting services to be read at Fire Department meeting and referred to
executive committee for approval before being presented to Council; repeal all resolutions
or parts of resolutions that in any manner conflict with these provisions

adopted Fire and Water Committee's report, in accordance with wishes of committee of Fire
Department, that no bill be allowed for services at sawmill fire for over six hours;
recommended bills be so paid

resolution adopted — order and direct Chief of Police to serve notice upon owners of lots or
parcels to construct sidewalks

ordinance to amend Section 40 of Ordinance No. 9 read first and second times and referred
to Street Committee

instructed Police Judge to get six copies of printed amendments to City Charter or certified
copy of same

granted Chief of Police such leave of absence from City as desired

instructed Sewer? Committee to prepare ordinance regarding licensing dogs?, etc.

allowed City Transfer Co. $15 per month for street sprinkling

ril 17, 1905

instructed Police Judge to give notice of coming City election; selected Council Chambers
as polling place; appointed Caleb Harris, Joseph Yates, and J. W. Crawford Judges and

C. A. Gould and Grant Elgin Clerks

ordinance to license and regulate businesses keeping card tables read first time and referred
to Health Committee

instructed Chief of Police to notify parties to open streets they had fenced in vicinity of old
carriage factory

referred to Fire and Water Committee matter of purchasing Babcocks(?)

after discussion and reading letters from engineers, granted special committee further time
to report on surveying proposed water system

ril 24, 1905

adopted Sewer Committee's report recommending that the dray license be left unchanged
adopted Street Committee's report recommending adoption of ordinance requiring that
sidewalks be kept clear

resolution adopted — places where games of cards, billiards, pool, and like games are
operated as a business close at 12:00 am (midnight) and remain closed until 5:00 am
received special committee's report recommending passage of ordinance employing G. N.
Miller to make surveys and estimates for system of water works

ordinance to employ G. N. Miller to make surveys for a system of mountain water
introduced

ordinance adopted — authorize special committee of Council to employ G. N. Miller to make
surveys and estimates for system of water works to supply City with mountain water
referred to special committee, with power to act, matter of paying Pacific Coast Rubber Co.
for City Hall roof
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May 8, 1905

adopted Fire and Water Committee's report recommending that two babcocks be purchased
and cart for same; authorized committee to purchase same

ordinance adopted — amend Section 40 of Ordinance No. 9

opened bid for sewer through Blocks 31 and 32; instructed Police Judge to notify owners of
property affected by sewer of cost of same ($585) and that they should file any objections
with Police Judge before next regular Council meeting

referred to Street Committee and Chief of Police proposition of J. Fred Yates to donate
certain street to City

referred to Fire and Water Committee matter of repairing ? building to determine amount of
repairs and give permission for same if Committee saw fit to do so

instructed Health Committee to investigate Chinese Mash(?) Houses

referred to Street Committee matter of removing houses in street in Job's Addition

June 5, 1905

received two resolutions adopted by Water Committee: repay City in full for survey and
estimates if bonds were sold for construction of water system; people have right at any time
to secure from Legislature amendment to water bill so members of Water Committee,
Commission, or both may be elected by people

awarded to J. R. Smith & Co. contract for construction of sewer through Blocks 31 and 32
in Avery's Addition

Mayor thanked Council and retired

Mayor-elect took oath of office, assumed office, and addressed Council

Councilors-elect took oaths of office

referred to special finance committee bonds of Treasurer, Police Judge, and Chief of Police
appointed Mrs. B. F. Irvine to act as Hostess Corvallis Day at Lewis and Clark Fair
appointed committee to act in conjunction with committee from citizens' league to arrange
for Corvallis Day at Lewis and Clark Fair

referred to Street Committee matter of cement walk on west side of Block 5in O. T.

June 12, 1905

adopted Street Committee's report recommending against building a 12-foot walk on west
side of Block 5

instructed Street Committee to prepare plans specifications for cement walk in front of City
Hall and submit them to bidders

resolution adopted — establish standing committees for ensuing year, each to consist of
seven members, except Ordinance Committee, which would consist of five members, to be
appointed by Mayor (Common Ways and Means [Finance]; Accounts and Current
Expenses; Streets and Public Property; Fire, Light, and Water; Sewers and Drainage; Health
and Police; Licenses and Fines; Ordinances)

read and referred to Committee on Ways and Means reports of Police Judge and Treasurer
received, accepted, and filed Mayor's message to Council

resolution adopted — order and direct Chief of Police to construct sidewalk previously
ordered that property owner failed to construct

elected J. Fred Yates Attorney

elected D. A. Osburn night policeman

elected Alex Rennie Council President

referred to Committee on Streets and Public Property application of A. Foutaria(?) to place
boot(?) black stand on sidewalk

referred to Committee on Streets and Public Property matter of placing hitching rack on
streets
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referred to Committee on License and Fines petition of J. W. Lenger for a change of the
license laws regarding dray licenses

resolution adopted — improve parts of streets by placing layer of gravel as near the center as
practicable (specifications regarding amount of gravel and how spread); cost to be paid by
adjacent and benefitted property owners; order and direct Police Judge to give notice of
proposed improvements, per Sections 94 and 95 of City Charter

resolution adopted — order and direct Chief of Police to serve notice upon owners of specific
lots or parcels to construct sidewalks

July 10, 1905

received and adopted special committee's report that it examined and recommended
acceptance of bonds of Police Judge, Treasurer, and Chief of Police

Committee on Ways and Means reported conducting a partial examination of books of
Police Judge and finding some discrepancies; granted request for further time and power to
employ a competent person to thoroughly ex?? the books

Street Committee reported receiving three bids for construction of cement walk in front of
City Hall; awarded contract to J. E. Felton ($297)

referred to Committee on Sewer and Drainage matter of Horning sewer

office of Police Judge vacant because E. P. Greffoz was absent longer than allowed by City
Charter; approved Mayor's appointment of J. F. Yates Police Judge

elected E. R. Bryson Attorney

referred to Committee on Fire and Water matter of repair of Irvin building in Block 9 in O.
T. of Marysville

referred to Street Committee proposal of Wills to trade part of his property on Jefferson
Street for a strip of 12th Street

referred to Committee on Health and Police matter of Chinese wash houses

received and referred to Committee on Sewers and Drainage petition signed by Mrs. J.
Mason, John Bier, B. F. Bier, Mrs. Stokes, and J. C. Taylor for construction of a lateral
sewer through Block 17

received and referred to Street Committee petition signed by E. N. Miller, R. M. Young, and
others requesting that a sidewalk be constructed on the west side of Block 14 in Job's
Addition

received and referred to Committee on Streets and Public Buildings petition signed by

W. R. Lacy, B. F. Seely, G. A. Seely, and others requesting Council take action necessary to
cause construction of a sidewalk along south side of Wilkins Block and on south side of
Block 6 - 15 - 20

referred to Street Committee petition of W. G. Price, W. Burnap, L. L. Trovel, and H. S.
Pitman requesting construction of a sidewalk along east side of Block No. 1 in N. B. & P.
Avery's Addition

read and referred to Street Committee resolution to order and direct Chief of Police to serve
notice upon owners of specific lots or parcels to construct sidewalks

August 14 or 17, 1905 (two numbers written in date)

received Street Committee's report that agreement was made, except as to one property
owner, for right-of-way for lateral sewer through Blocks 15 and 16, N. B. & P. Avery's
Addition; instructed Committee to complete the agreement, secure the right-of-way, and
complete the survey to the C. & E. depot

instructed Sewer Committee to have survey made for lateral sewer through Blocks 16 and
17 in Old Town of Marysville
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referred to Sewer Committee, with power to act, matter of repairing Jefferson Street sewer;
authorized Committee to secure services of Professor Skelton to make plans for protecting
sewer at foot of Jefferson Street

received and adopted report of Committee on Streets and Public Improvements
recommending that resolution presented July 10, 1905, regarding construction of certain
sidewalks be adopted and that such walks be ordered built; ordered Chief of Police to serve
necessary notices for construction of walks

resolution adopted — order and direct Chief of Police to serve notice upon owners of specific
lots or parcels to construct sidewalks

resolution adopted — order and direct Chief of Police to construct sidewalks previously
ordered that property owners failed to construct

received and adopted report of Street Committee recommending that Council take action
necessary to cause sidewalk to be built on south side of Blocks 13, 14, 12, 15, and 18 in
Dixon's Addition

received report from committee investigating shortage in accounts of E. P. Greffoz and
granted request for further time

granted Health Committee's request for additional time to investigate matter of condemning
certain dilapidated buildings

received and adopted committee's report opposing Wills' proposition to exchange certain
property with City

instructed Chief of Police to examine flues and fire exposures in Block 9

granted petition signed by 1. D. Bodine, Charles Holt, Adolph Lider, and others asking that
action be taken to construct sidewalks along north sides of Blocks 6, 5, 4, and 3, along east
side of Block 18, and along north side of Block 19 in N. B. & P. Avery's Addition to
connect with walk at the C. & E. depot; instructed Chief of Police to prepare resolution to
cover same

received and referred to Committee on Ways and Means J. F. Yates' bond as Police Judge
read and filed monthly report of Chief of Police

ordinance adopted — provide for construction of concrete platform, sidewalk, and curb and
fill in front of City Hall and authorize and direct Police Judge to enter into contract on
behalf of City with E. J. Felton and Ed Felton for construction of same

August 24, 1905

referred to Chief of Police matter of sidewalk on west side of Block 27 in Avery's Second
Addition

received report from Ways and Means Committee that Treasurer McLagan's books were
examined and two errors were corrected; Police Judge's books correct except lateral sewer
book and unpaid amounts, some of which were, in fact, paid; no record of some sewers
filed communication from Hewit of Albany regarding Greffoz matter

read and filed opinions of Attorney Bryson regarding duties and obligations of Treasurer
and Police Judge

ordinance to construct sewer through Blocks 16 and 17 in Old Town of Marysville read first
and second times and referred to Sewer Committee

August 26, 1905

read Ways and Means Committee's report, adopted August 24th

Judge Hewit, representing E. P. Greffoz and friends, said parties were willing to turn over to
City Greffoz's residence property to pay $500 and turn over whatever additional sum could
be raised by his friends to adjust shortage and be ready for final consideration

referred E. P. Greffoz matter to Ways and Means Committee and Attorney, with power to
act, for final adjustment by August 30th
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authorized Police Judge to notify Marshall Miller and the S. P. R. R. that their sewer
assessments were due and ask that they settle the charges

August 30, 1905

received and accepted report of Committee on Ways and Means that bankruptcy
proceedings involving estate of E. P. Greffoz prevented complete settlement for City with
ex-Police Judge for two weeks; granted Committee further time

September 11, 1905

adopted Ways and Means Committee's report recommending that Council approve bond of
J. F. Yates, Police; approved bond

received Health Committee's report that old China building on Second and Jefferson Street
belonging to R. H. Huston and China building on Second Street between Monroe and
Jackson Streets belonging to E. W. Fisher were in very bad condition and considered to be a
menace to health and safety to City and recommending that City take steps to have the
buildings torn down; instructed Committee to consult with Attorney regarding matter;
authorized Committee to take necessary steps to have buildings removed

referred to Ways and Means and Finance Committee report of Treasurer William McLagan
and instructed Committee to keep report in Committee's file

ordered Ways and Means Finance Committee to purchase cancelling stamp for Treasurer
Ordinance No. 182 adopted (subject of ordinance not indicated in minutes; review of
ordinance indicated its subject as providing for construction of sewer with necessary catch
basins, manholes, flush tanks, and other appurtenances through Blocks 16 and 17 in
Original Town of Marysville, describing district to be drained by such sewer, directing and
providing that entire cost of sewer be assessed upon property benefitted by sewer within the
district or abutting upon the sewer, appointing three reviewers to estimate proportionate
share of costs of sewer to be assessed to lots or parcels of property benefitted by sewer and
providing time and manner for constructing sewer)

received, granted, and referred to Street Committee, with power to act, petition of W. B.
Lacy, S. M. Horton, and others requesting authority from Council to gravel, at their
expense, in accordance with plans and specifications of City Engineer, and under direction
of Street Committee, Seventh Street from center of Adams to center of Washington Streets
referred to Sewer Committee, with power to act, J. W. Ingle's request that Council
investigate sanitary conditions of certain water closets

referred to Sewer Committee matter of furnishing dirt for mouth of Jefferson Street

Police Judge reported he notified property owners of Blocks 16, 17, 31, and 32, that their
sewer assessments were due

read and filed communication from W. E. Yates regarding sidewalk in front of Levi Oren(?)
property and C. E. Moore property; referred matter to Street Committee and Chief of Police
read and referred to Street Committee petition of W. I. Price, M. Bromap, and W. O. Trine
for sidewalk across east end of Lots 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, and 12 in Block 1 in N. B. & P. Avery's
Addition

October 9, 1905

read and referred to Ways, Means, and Finance Committee report of Chief of Police W. G.
Lane for month ended October 5, 1905

read and referred to Committee on Licenses and Finance report of Police Judge J. F. Yates
for quarter ended October 9, 1905

Street Committee recommended that Council grant petition for sidewalk adjacent to Lots 7,
8,9,10,11,and 12 in Block 1 in N. B. & P. Avery's Addition
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ordered that ordinance be prepared regulating dimensions of cement sidewalks built in
residence district

appointed committee to represent Council and confer with civic improvement committee
representing the Citizens' League regarding the proposed recommendations to be made by
the League to the Council

ordered that owner of north one-half of Lot 4 in Block 9 in Town of Corvallis be granted
privilege of making repairs on buildings situated upon said lot; repairs not to exceed 25
percent of value of building

resolution adopted — instruct Chief of Police to order construction of sidewalk along east
end of Lots 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, and 12 in Block 1 in N. B. & P. Avery's Addition

resolution adopted — instruct Chief of Police to order construction of a sidewalk along north
side of Block 4 in Wilkins Addition and install connecting sidewalk across 15th and 16th
Streets

resolution adopted — order and direct Chief of Police to serve notice upon owners of specific
lots and parcels to construct sidewalks

read and referred to Street Committee, with power to act, communication and authorization
from W. B. Lacy, Mrs. James Booth, G. A. Sealey, and S. H. Horton empowering W. G.
Lane to have graveled Seventh Street from center of Washington Street to center of Adams
Street

ordered that committee consisting of Mayor, Attorney, and Chief of Police prepare
ordinance providing for graveling graded streets

Ordinance 183 adopted — regulate riding of bicycles on sidewalks

postponed action on motion to instruct committee to accept property of ex-Police Judge

E. P. Greffoz at value of $1,200 and balance of shortage in cash

October 11, 1905

resolution adopted — order that, when Street Committee reported favorably on bill of J. E.
Felton for $6, a warrant be drawn on treasury in favor of J. E. Felton for that amount
referred to Street Committee, with power to act, matter of graveling streets adjacent to
property owned by City

ordered that matter of adjusting property lines and fences between properties of Will and
City be referred to Street Committee, with power to act

ordered that Ordinance Committee be instructed to consult with Attorney regarding
preparing ordinance to regulate maintenance of clubs within city and, if in judgment of
Attorney and Committee it was thought advisable for Council to pass ordinance prohibiting
same, that Committee be instructed to have ordinance prepared

resolution adopted — instruct Chief of Police to notify owners of property abutting specific
streets or portions of streets that they were required, by November 9, 1905, to gravel the
streets upon which their respective pieces of property abutted, in accordance with
requirements of Street Committee; instruct Street Committee to have Attorney prepare
ordinance requiring graveling and improving of identified streets or portions of streets,
specifying the character and extent of such improvements, at expense of property owners,
unless said streets or portions of streets were graveled or improved prior to next Council
meeting

November 13, 1905

accepted resignation of Councilman W. G. Emery (Ward 3), as he was moving from Ward
Committee on Licenses and Finance reported that account of J. F. Yates for quarter ended
October 9, 1905, was examined and deemed correct; adopted account and ordered it be filed
with Ways and Means Committee
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elected Walter T. Wiles to fill vacancy caused by Councilman Emery's resignation;
administered oath to Mr. Wiles

referred to Light and Water Committee matter of investigating rights of Corvallis Water Co.
to lay water mains and make improvement within City Limits under old franchise;
Committee to act in conjunction with Attorney in investigation and have power to act
referred to Sewer Committee, in conjunction with Attorney, with power to act, matter of
forcing property owners to connect their properties with sewer

ordered that property deeded by E. P. Greffoz to City be turned over to Ways and Means
Committee with full authority and power to improve, rent, or sell same

referred to Committee on Streets and Public Property, with power to act, matter of
improving City jail

instructed Street Committee to notify property owners where obstructions were placed in
streets that all such obstructions and rubbish piled therein should be removed immediately
and if not removed, Committee proceed to ascertain steps necessary to have same removed
and take proper steps to remove same

read and referred to Street Committee remonstrance of Martha Burnett regarding building
sidewalk along north side of Block 19 in Avery and Wells Addition

November 17, 1905

Ordinance No. 184 read first and second times and referred to Street Committee (subject of
ordinance not indicated in minutes; ordinance is not in bound ordinance book — ordinance
numbers are out of sequence, although page numbers are in sequence)

Ordinance No. 185 read first and second times and referred to Street Committee (subject of
ordinance not indicated in minutes; review of ordinance indicated its subject as providing
for improvement of certain streets or portions of streets at cost of owners of properties
abutting streets, providing for time and manner of making improvements and nature thereof,
providing for advertising for bids and letting of contracts for improvements and taking of
security for faithful performance thereof, determining probable cost of each of the
improvements, assessing upon each liable lot or parcel its proportionate share of cost and
declaring same, and directing Police Judge to enter statement thereof on City liens docket)
Ordinance No. 186 adopted — repeal right and authority of William M. Pitman and his
assigns to lay water pipes across or lengthwise of streets or public highways within City
Limits

Ordinance No. 187 read first and second times and referred to Ordinance Committee
(subject of ordinance not indicated in minutes; review of ordinance indicated its subject as
granting to A. Welch, his heirs, executors, administrators, and assigns the right to erect and
maintain a system of electric power and lights in Corvallis and authorizing creation and
construction of all equipment for operation and maintenance thereof)

referred to Committee on Streets and Public Improvements matter of improving Council
Chambers

elected J. B. Irvine superintendent of streets

instructed and requested Chief of Police to notify old water company or its manager of the
passage of an ordinance (number unknown) in substance, then that the proper officers be
instructed to proceed against "these people" according to law if they persist in continuing to
lay such mains

November 20, 1905

Committee on Streets recommended adoption of Ordinance No. 185 regarding street
improvements

Ordinance No. 185 adopted — specifying street improvements

re-referred to Street Committee Ordinance No. 184 (subject unknown)
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 granted Mayor A. J. Johnson 30 days' leave of absence 248
 ordered that Attorney be fully empowered and instructed to prosecute, as he thought best, 248
those engaged in laying water mains

December 11, 1905

 read and referred to Finance committee quarterly report of Treasurer William McLagan 251
« allowed petition of C. B. Abbot for sidewalk 251
« referred to Water and Light Committee matter of furnishing an additional electric light in 251

Rayburns Addition

« ordered Police Judge to enter into contract with S. L. Kline to rent room on Second Street to 251
be used as Police Headquarters for a period of four months at a price not to exceed $5 per
month

* received and adopted report of Public Building and Improvement Committee regarding 251
matter of making certain improvements to Council Chambers; referred to Committee, with
full power to act and make improvements as they deemed necessary

December 19, 1905
* adjourned without conducting business 252

December 26, 1905
» (approved payment of one bill; no other business conducted) 252

December 29, 1905
 (approved payment of one bill; no other business conducted) 252
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