City Council Meeting Minutes Index
1907

Spellings are based upon interpretation of handwriting.
Page numbers indicate beginning of minutes entries for issues; entries may continue to subsequent pages.

January 14, 1907

heard and referred to Ways and Means Committee reports of Police Judge and Chief of
Police

Police Judge reported that Water Commission filed Summary of details of cost of water
plant to date, treasurer's quarterly report of Water Commission, estimate of rates and
disbursements for ensuing year, and report that rate remain the same as the previous six
months

received report from Water Committee treasurer

resolution adopted — instruct Police Judge to give Pacific Fire Alarm Company a testimonial
to the effect that the system installed in Corvallis by Company manager Mr. Devarney
proved entirely satisfactory, that people immediately realized the convenience, and that fire
alarms were universally turned in through the telephone and the bell rung from central
telephone office; Fire Department efficiency increased, and loss from fires decreased
because of quicker response by Department

resolution adopted — the City bond the city for $10,000 for purpose of building and
operating an electric light plant for the city

January 21, 1907

resolution adopted — instruct Attorney to prepare, in conjunction with counsel for Water
Commission, bill for presentation to State Legislative Assembly or legal voters of City
under Constitutional amendment proposed by petition and adopted by State voters June 4,
1906, as they deem proper, providing and granting to Water Commission authority to
purchase water works and plant of Corvallis Water Company and needed water rights and a
pumping station, make needed extension to Water Works, and issue bonds therefor in the
amount of $5,000 payable over six years with interest not to exceed five percent and grant
and provide for power in the Water Commission to purchase lands for a watershed about the
intake of the City water system or pipeline and to issue bonds therefor not exceeding
$20,000 payable over 40 years with interest not to exceed five percent

resolution adopted — appoint committee to select "suitable legal talent™ and enter into
contract for complete revision of City Charter

ordered that law regarding Water Committee be changed so ten people constituted the
Committee with two members elected by voters at regular, annual, City elections
Ordinance No. 232 adopted — (subject of ordinance not indicated in minutes; review of
ordinance indicated its subject as authorize Fire, Light, and Water Committee to contract
with A. G. Long of Portland, Oregon, for purchase of certain fire apparatus for City)
referred to Street Committee Corvallis Creamery Co.'s request to extend its building over
that portion of Front Street and adjacent thereto to within four feet of the eastern spur of the
C. & E. R. R. on Front Street

February 11, 1907

read, filed, and granted Mayor A. J. Johnson's requested 30-day leave of absence
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» received and accepted proposition from Auxiliary Fire Company agreeing to furnish 16- 369
foot-by-26-foot lot for hose house and deed it to City and put up building free of cost
according to plans and dedicate it to City, provided City furnish all material for building not
to exceed $200; instructed Fire, Light, and Water Committee to furnish necessary material
for constructing building and Attorney to prepare proper ordinance for the matter

 read and referred to Ways and Means Committee reports of Chief of Police and Police 369
Judge

* received and adopted committee report and recommendation that E. E. Wilson and E. R. 369
Bryson be employed to revise City Charter for $400

 ordered that all game and billiard rooms in City be closed between 12:00 pm (probably 370

meant "midnight") and 5:00 am each day and that Ordinance Committee prepare necessary
ordinance

« referred to Street Committee petition of G. W. Denman regarding college ditch 371

 ordered Sewer Committee to have catch basin placed at southwest corner of Earnest 371
property

« ordered Police Judge to advise John Gortmaker not to obstruct 15th Street or any proposed 371
extension thereof

« referred to Fire, Light, and Water Committee matter of Coffee Club paying a prorate share 371
of electric lights used in City Hall

« received and referred to Street Committee petition of M. H. Bauer and others for sidewalk 371

on west side of Block 14 in County Addition; Committee recommended granting petition;
ordered that property owners on west side of Block 14 be notified to construct sidewalk
immediately
» Ordinance No. 233 adopted — extend time of J. R. Smith & Co. to complete sewers ordered 371
to be constructed by Ordinance Nos. 211, 212, and 213; authorize Sewer Committee to
approve portions of sewers already constructed; and authorize payment of portion of
contract price of each such sewer
» resolution adopted — approve and adopt viewers' report regarding proportionate costs to 372
properties benefitted by sewer approved by Ordinance No. 211 to be constructed through
Blocks H and G in Avery's Addition and Block 13 in Original Town of Marysville
» Ordinance No. 234 adopted — adopt report of viewers appointed by Ordinance No. 211 372
* resolution adopted — approve and adopt viewers' report regarding proportionate costs to 374
properties benefitted by sewer approved by Ordinance No. 212 to be constructed through
Block 7 in Dixon's Second Addition and Blocks 6 and 5 in Dixon's Addition
» Ordinance No. 235 adopted — adopt report of viewers appointed by Ordinance No. 212 375
* resolution adopted — approve and adopt modified viewers' report regarding proportionate 376
costs to properties benefitted by sewer approved by Ordinance No. 213 to be constructed
through Blocks 7, 8, and 9 in Original Town of Marysville and a portion of Block F in
Avery's Addition
» Ordinance No. 236 adopted — modify and adopt report of viewers appointed by Ordinance 377
No. 213

March 11, 1907

» Mayor and Police Judge reported that Letters of Administration were issued to W. A. 379
Buchanan in estate of William Thomas, deceased, Letters of Guardianship were issued to
W. A. Buchanan as guardian of Mr. Thomas' minor heirs, and warrants were drawn on
general fund to pay Hannah Thomas and W. A. Buchanan, per Ordinance No. 231

» referred to Committee on Streets and Public Property, with power to act, request of 380
Retailer's Association of Corvallis to be allowed to use Council Chambers one evening
during the month

City Council Meeting Minutes Index — 1907 Page 2 of 9



« referred to Committee on Fire, Light, and Water, with power to act, J. L. Lewis' request that 380
certain improvements be made to catch basins

« referred to Mayor, Police Judge, and Attorney matter of investigating and collecting 381
assessment due from Corvallis and Eastern Railroad Co.

* Fire, Light, and Water Committee reported it formally turned over to Corvallis Fire 381
Department new hose cart with 500 feet of hose

 ordered warrant to refund illegally collected dog taxes 381

» Ordinance No. 237 to require card rooms used for billiards, pool, and other amusements to 381

be closed during certain night hours read first and second times and referred to Ordinance
Committee for amendment; adopted Committee's recommendation that amended ordinance
be approved

* instructed Chief of Police and Sewer Committee, with power to act, to inspect sewer 382
connections in the city
« referred to Committee on Fire, Lights, and Water, communication from Corvallis Fire 382

Department regarding the Hose? Company of Job's Addition
« referred to committee consisting of Mayor, Attorney, and Police Judge matter of title to City 382
park in Job's Addition

April 8, 1907
 referred to Sewer Committee communication from Southern Pacific Company asking for 383
extension of time in which to make contemplated improvements before connecting with
sewer; recommended that Committee grant a reasonable extension of time

» Street Committee reported that it was not advisable to attempt to open 15th Street at the 383
time; action regarding extending 15th Street was postponed

 ordered that Fire, Light, and Water Committee strictly enforce law regulating erection of 383
buildings within fire limits.

« instructed Police Judge and Attorney to immediately collect all monies due on street 384
improvement

* received and adopted Fire, Light, and Water Committee's report recommending approval of 384
Corvallis Fire Department's constitution

 appointed committee to meet with committee appointed for revising Charter in conjunction 385
with committee appointed by Corvallis Commercial Club to confer regarding revision of
Charter

« referred to Committee on Streets and Public Property matter of setting date for Cleaning Up 385
Day

* received and referred to Street Committee petition for sidewalk along north side of Harrison 385
Street between Ninth and 12th Streets; Committee recommended approval of petition

» Ordinance No. 238 adopted — provide for carrying into effect in city the initiative and 386
referendum powers reserved to legal voters of municipalities by Section 1 of Article IV of
the Oregon Constitution and enact and amend municipal charter reserved to legal voters of
city by Section 2 of Article XI of Oregon Constitution and provide penalty of violation of
act

» Ordinance No. 239 adopted — (subject of ordinance not indicated in minutes; review of 386
ordinance indicated its subject as ratify purchase by Fire, Light, and Water Committee of
building material for hose cart house in Job's Addition and authorize warrant for payment
therefor)

April 17, 1907
* resolution adopted — submit to City voters proposed amendment to Charter, per action of 387
State Legislative Assembly, to allow City to schedule special elections to refer Charter
amendments to voters
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* resolution adopted — submit to City voters amendment to act of State Legislative Assembly

authorizing City to construct and maintain water works
* resolution to submit to City voters amendment to act of State Legislative Assembly

authorizing City to construct and maintain water works, which would terminate the Water
Committee and create a Water Commission, members of which would be elected by voters,

was read and rejected
« referred to Street Committee, with power to act, matter of engaging Police headquarters
« referred to Sewer Committee matter of Harrison sewer
* accepted resignation of D. A. Osburn as Night Watch, effective May 13, 1907

April 24, 1907

resolution adopted — submit to City voters amendment to act of State Legislative Assembly

authorizing City to construct and maintain water works, which would create a Water
Commission, members of which would be elected by voters
* resolution adopted — submit to City voters supplement and amendment to act of State

Legislative Assembly authorizing City to construct and maintain water works for supply of

City and its inhabitants, survey lands within watershed of portion of Rock Creek above
point of diversion of water of stream into pipeline of water system, have timber cruise
conducted on said lands, and acquire land within the watershed

 based upon Sewer Committee's recommendation, approved petition of William Broders for
sewer for alley east side of Second Street beginning at Jefferson Street sewer and extending

through three blocks
» Ordinance No. 240 adopted — related to skating rinks

« resolution adopted — designate Council Chambers in City Hall as place for holding general

election in City; appoint A. C. White, Joseph Yates, and R. H. Colbert judges of election;

appoint C. A. Guely(?) and S. L. Heuhisour(?) clerks of election; order Police Judge to give

ten days' notice of election by publication in the Corvallis Times
 adopted Street Committee's report that Police headquarters had been rented in Occidental
Hotel for $6 per month

May 9, 1907
 accepted resignation of Councilman Chambers, effective May 14, 1907
* accepted resignation of Councilman S. W. Holmes, effective first Monday in June 1907
 accepted resignation of Councilman Frank Francisco, effective immediately
+ referred to Committee on Licenses and Fines Attorney E. E. Wilson's request to have
skating rink license reduced

May 13, 1907

* received quarterly report from City Water Works

« resolution adopted — direct Attorney to proceed with collection of delinquent street
improvement assessments

* resolution adopted — grant to committee arranging for Independence Day celebration and
Committee on Streets and Public Property exclusive control of streets of City on July 4th;
no outside "huxters" or vendors and only regular businessmen of Corvallis allowed to
operate stands or sell goods on City streets on said day, except with permission of said
committees first obtained

 read application of and elected F. R. Overlander for Night Watch position

» Sewer Committee recommended allowing petition of Sarah Elgin and that sewer be
extended through two additional blocks north of block mentioned in petition

« filed report of Treasurer Grant Elgin submitting sewer assessments unpaid; referred to
Attorney and Sewer Committee matter of collecting said assessments
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granted Committee on Licenses and Fines further time to report regarding matter of
reducing license of skating rink

June 3, 1907

read and referred to Ways and Means Committee reports of Chief of Police and Police
Judge

read and filed Mayor's annual message

referred to Mayor-elect for disposal committee report regarding matter of "skating rink"
license

ordered that compensation for judges and clerks of May 20, 1907, election be $4.50 each
and compensation for County Clerk and Justice of the Peace for canvassing election returns
be $3 each

motion to appropriate $100 from General Fund for Independence Day celebration lost
ordered Police Judge and Attorney to take necessary steps to have all sewer connections
made

Police Judge administered oath to Councilmen, Mayor, and Chief of Police J. N. Wells
Mayor administered oath to Police Judge

thanked Mayor A. J. Johnson for his efficient, faithful, and impartial administration as
Mayor

June 3, 1907

no business transacted

June 10, 1907

elected J. B. Irvine to fill unexpired term of George E. Lilly, whose resignation was
accepted

read applications and elected W. Tom Night Watch; Police Judge administered oath
appointed committee to investigate establishing a city park, per suggestion of Dr. Farra and
Judge Watters

« elected C. E. Hout Council President

elected E. R. Bryson Attorney

elected J. N. Wells Street Commissioner

motion to appropriate $100 for Independence Day celebration lost

received and filed with Police Judge bond for Treasurer Grant Elgin

Police Judge administered oath to Treasurer Grant Elgin

granted Miss Ella Johnson's request that "Horning House™ sewer connection at south end of
Second Street be postponed until her new dwelling was constructed and old house was
moved away

referred to Sewer Committee petitions regarding improvement in sewer through alley in
Blocks 10 and 11 and for construction of sewer through Blocks 28 and 29 in County
Addition

July 8, 1907

received committee report that books of Police Judge J. F. Yates were correct for year ended
June 3, 1907; committee reported slight discrepancies in books of Treasurer for year ended
June 3, 1907 — discrepancies to be rectified and Treasurers' report to be filed later

ordered Sewer Committee to investigate matter of sewer through Bogue block

City Council Meeting Minutes Index — 1907

508

410

410
410

410

410

410

410

411

412

413

414
414

414
414
414
415
415
415
415

415

416

416

Page 5 of 9



ordered Mayor and Police Judge to cancel and execute receipt for Water Bond No. 17
($500) delivered to S. L. Kline as trustee of B. F. Hyland; S. L. Kline be discharged from
trust under instrument executed by B. F. Hyland August 23,1906, delivering bond to S. L.
Kline as trustee; and S. L. Kline be released and discharged from trust to City by delivering
bond and cancellation of same

granted Supt. Denman's request that all concessions regarding street privileges during
Benton County Fair be controlled by Superintendent. G. W. Denman and Chief of Police
Ordinance No. 241 to grant James Steel and his heirs and assigns right to construct, own,
acquire, maintain, conduct, and operate plant(s) for manufacture of gas within City Limits
and lay pipes and mains through and over streets, alleys, and public places in city for
conducting and distributing gas read first and second times and referred to Ordinance
Committee

instructed Ordinance Committee to investigate matter of obtaining survey of city, with
power to have ordinance prepared regarding same

referred to Sewer Committee matter of connecting sewer at City jail

ordered that salary of Chief of Police be increased to $65 per month

read and referred to Ways, Means, and Finance Committee monthly reports of Police Judge
J. F. Yates, and Chief of Police J. N. Wells

referred to Committee on Fire, Light, and Water communication from Corvallis Fire
Department recommending certain equipment for Co. A, Job's Addition

referred to Sewer Committee petition for sewer through Block 1 in Dixon's Addition and
Block 6 in City of Corvallis

referred to Sewer Committee remonstrance to petition for construction of new sewer
through Block 10in O. T.

read quarterly report of City Water Works for quarter ending June 30, 1907

referred to Sewer Company petition by Harley Hall, et al., for sewer through Block 6 in City

July 22, 1907

adopted committee report recommending amendments to ordinance granting James Steel
and his heirs and assigns a gas franchise; vote to adopt report reconsidered and lost; referred
ordinance to Ordinance Committee for further amendment

ordinance to authorize Corvallis and Alsea River Railway Company to lay and maintain
railroad track and run cars over same on certain streets of city read first and second times
and referred to Ordinance Committee

ordinance adopted — amend Section 45 of Ordinance No. 9 regarding drunkenness read first
and second times

ordinance adopted — provide for construction of lateral sewer through Blocks 11, 12, and 13
in Dixon's Second Addition read first and second times

ordinance adopted — provide for construction of lateral sewer through Blocks 1, 2, and 3 in
Original Town of Marysville

ordinance adopted — provide for construction of lateral sewer through Blocks 10 and 11 in
Original Town of Marysville

ordinance adopted — provide for construction of lateral sewer through Block 6 in Original
Town of Marysville and Block 1 in Dixon's First Addition

instructed Chief of Police to enforce City ordinance against gambling

ordered Ordinance Committee to prepare ordinance prohibiting firing of firecrackers within
City Limits

August 12, 1907

granted George W. Denman's petition requesting City to contribute $100 toward All Benton
County School Fair
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resolution adopted — direct Street Committee to complain to Board of Railroad
Commissioners of Oregon regarding conditions of Southern Pacific Depot water closets (not
connected with water or sewer system) and drinking water from well on depot grounds
(deemed unwholesome and unfit to drink) and petition Board to cause railroad company to
connect water closets at depot with City sewer and water systems and provide wholesome
water for drinking purposes at depot

read and accepted resignation of Treasurer Grant Elgin; elected Z. H. Davis Treasurer;
directed Police Judge to prepare bond and oath of office for Treasurer-elect and turn over
books when Z. H. Davis qualified as Treasurer

read and filed with Ways and Means and Finance Committee reports of Police Judge J. F.
Yates and Chief of Police J. N. Wells

ordinance to regulate use of confetti, torpedos, firearms, firecrackers, bombs, dynamite
canes, and all detonating works of any kind read first and second times and referred to
Ordinance Committee for amendment

ordinance to regulate riding and operating unicycles, bicycles, tricycles, and velocipedes on
sidewalks read first and second times and referred to Ordinance Committee for amendment
granted petition by residents and property owners in Job's and Wilkins' Additions to open
portion of 16th Street between Tyler and South Streets through tract designated as Cherokee
Strip

allowed request of Professor T. A., Covell and others to build sewers to connect with Moore
sewer, according to plans and specifications of City Surveyor with construction under
supervision of Sewer Committee

ordinance adopted — grant to James Steel and his heirs or assigns right to construct, own,
acquire, maintain, conduct, and operate plant(s) for manufacturing gas within City Limits
and lay pipes and mains through and over streets, alleys, and public places of city for
conducting and distributing gas

August 19, 1907

granted and filed communication from Finance Committee of All Benton County School
Fair requesting license for merry-go-round and certain privileges

ordinance adopted — prohibit riding or operating bicycles, tricycles, or velocipedes upon
certain streets within City Limits read first, second, and third times but failed to pass; vote
reconsidered and ordinance adopted; action indefinitely postponed

adopted committee report regarding amendments to firecracker ordinance

ordinance adopted — firecrackers

ordinance adopted — repeal an ordinance to prohibit riding of bicycles, tricycles, unicycles,
and velocipedes on sidewalks during certain months

ordinance adopted — repeal ordinance regulating use of unicycles, bicycles, tricycles, and
velocipedes within City Limits

ordered Treasurer to procure proper books for keeping City accounts and that books of
Treasurer be experted by Treasurer in conjunction with Ways, Means, and Finance
Committee

August 28, 1907

opened bids for construction of sewers ordered constructed July 22, 1907; referred to Sewer
Committee, with power to act, matter of letting bids

read Mayor's vetos of three ordinances adopted August 19, 1907, regarding riding or
operating bicycles, tricycles, or velocipedes; Council concurred with vetos

referred to Committee on Fire, Light, and Water matter of providing fountains for city
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ordered that McFarland and Luper pay $50 in addition to the $100 already paid on license
for skating rink and that said license be issued for one year from date of first license issued
and that proper license be prepared covering Council's action

empowered Street Committee to clean College ditch

referred to Street Committee, with power to act, matter of removing buildings extending
into streets

September 9, 1907

received and adopted Sewer Committee's report that bids received for construction of
sewers ordered July 22, 1907, were disproportionate to Committee's cost estimates;
approved Committee's recommendation that bids be rejected and the City re-advertise for
bids

received and referred to Committee on Streets and Public Property, with power to act,
communication from Judge McFadden that Water Commission requested privilege of
erecting suitable structure at south of City Hall for storing pipe and fixtures belonging to
City water plant, at expense of Commission

instructed Chief of Police to aid in caring for apparatus of Fire Department

empowered Fire, Light, and Water Committee to install electric lights at places they deemed
necessary

read and filed with Ways and Means Committee report of Chief of Police

read and filed with Ways and Means Committee report of Police Judge from July 8, 1907
through September 9

ordinance adopted — provide for survey of streets of Corvallis

October 14, 1907

Postmaster Johnson informed Council that, if present revenues were maintained until
January 1, 1907 (should be 19087?), Corvallis would be entitled to free city delivery and that
system of free postal delivery could be installed if proper steps were taken to number houses
and label streets and repair sidewalks; he suggested Council take such necessary steps;
referred to Street Committee, with power to act

referred to Ways, Means, and Finance Committee, with power to act, M. S. Woodcock's
request to cancel bond of National Surety Co. in favor of ex-Treasurer Grant Elgin

Street Committee reported no new building would be needed for storing fire apparatus
referred to Fire and Water Committee, with power to act, petition for arc lights at west end
of Madison Street at entrance to College campus

accepted as formal acceptance of franchise the communication of James Stele accepting
ordinance granting gas franchise to James Steele

received quarterly report of City Water Works ending September 30, 1907

read and filed monthly report of Chief of Police

read and referred to Ways, Means, and Finance Committee monthly report of Police Judge
ordered that rent be collected from F. R. Miller for warehouse belonging to City

opened and accepted bids for construction of sewers ordered July 22, 1907; ordered Sewer
Committee to enter into proper contracts with J. R. Smith & Co. for consideration thereof
upon execution of proper bonds

ordered that Chief of Police collect monthly rentals henceforth

November 11, 1907

received data from Postmaster Johnson regarding installing free city delivery
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instructed Attorney to prepare ordinance for re-numbering streets and changing names of
certain streets in accordance with Postmaster Johnson's recommendations; empowered
Street Committee to make further changes necessary for purpose of installing city delivery
system

upon recommendation of Engineer Gordon V. S. Kelton, ordered S. Raji (Hindu) be
employed by Council to prepare plat of city for purpose of properly re-numbering streets
and houses based upon 12.5 feet for a street number; plat to be under supervision of
Engineer, and S. Raji to be compensated 22.5 cents per hour for time spent making plat
Mayor Lilly reported asking E. E. Wilson and E. R. Bryson to prepare new City Charter as
soon as possible

ordered Chief of Police to notify M. S. Woodcock and O. J. Blackledge to clean away
rubbish adjacent to their property

ordered that Street Committee and Street Surveyor have power to make any changes
necessary they deemed best in establishing street grades and curb lines

granted J. N. McFadden's petition to have aprons on his barn until ordered to remove them

December 9, 1907

referred to Ways, Means, and Finance Committee bond of Treasurer Z. H. Davis
read and filed reports of Chief of Police and Police Judge

December 16, 1907

referred to Street Committee, with instructions to act, request of L. Chambers and other
residents in Job's Addition that steps be taken for improvement of water ditch on South
Street by deepening same, placing railing along necessary places, and supplying more street
lights

read County Clerk's statement of assessable property within City: $819,000

resolution adopted — levy five mills on each dollar upon all real and personal property
assessable within City for 1908 for general and municipal purposes and an additional two
mills upon same property for 1908 for street fund; instruct Police Judge to transmit copy of
resolution to Benton County Clerk

ordinance regarding trimming trees read first and second times and referred to Ordinance
Committee for amendment

ordinance adopted — change names of certain streets within City Limits
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