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“It really boils down to this: that all life is interrelated. We are all caught in an  
inescapable network of mutuality, tied into a single garment of destiny.  
Whatever affects one destiny, affects all indirectly.”

- Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

 Mission
To create a park that provides a place for all cultures to enjoy. A park that serves to bring  
people together, foster an appreciation for nature and for each other, as well as provide  
opportunities for recreation. A park that honors the heritage and legacy of Dr. Martin Luther  
King, Jr. by recognizing the importance of respect for all individuals and the environment. 

 

Reverend Doctor Martin Luther King, Jr — January 15, 1929–April 4, 1968
From the King Center
During the less than 13 years of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s leadership of the modern  
American Civil Rights Movement, from December, 1955 until April 4, 1968, African Americans 
achieved more genuine progress toward racial equality in America than the previous 350  
years had produced. Dr. King is widely regarded as America’s pre-eminent advocate of  
nonviolence and one of the greatest nonviolent leaders in world history.

Drawing inspiration from both his Christian faith and the peaceful teachings of Mahatma  
Gandhi, Dr. King led a nonviolent movement in the late 1950’s and ‘60s to achieve legal  
equality for African-Americans in the United States. While others were advocating for  
freedom by “any means necessary,” including violence, Martin Luther King, Jr. used the power  
of words and acts of nonviolent resistance, such as protests, grassroots organizing, and civil  
disobedience to achieve seemingly-impossible goals. He went on to lead similar campaigns  
against poverty and international conflict, always maintaining fidelity to his principles that  
men and women everywhere, regardless of color or creed, are equal members of the human  
family.

Dr. King’s “I Have a Dream” speech, Nobel Peace Prize lecture and “Letter from a Birmingham  
Jail” are among the most revered orations and writings in the English language. His  
accomplishments are now taught to American children of all races, and his teachings are  
studied by scholars and students worldwide. He is the only non-president to have a national  
holiday dedicated in his honor, and is the only non-president memorialized on the Great  
Mall in the nation’s capitol. He is memorialized in hundreds of statues, parks, streets, squares,  
churches and other public facilities around the world as a leader whose teachings are  
increasingly-relevant to the progress of humankind.
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Public Process

Kick-Off Meeting
Planning for the park began during the Executive Committee Kick-Off meeting in October 2017. The 
executive committee included Karen Emery and Jacqueline Rochefort of the Parks and Recreation  
Department, City Councilor Mark Page, members of Friends of Corvallis Parks & Recreation Charley 
Fisher and Mary Buckman, local residents Bob and Sara Rothschild, and Jones and Jones Architects  
and Landscape Architects. The project was introduced and the need for a master plan to guide the  
future design of the park was discussed. 

 Public Forums
Jones and Jones reached out to several stakeholder groups and held the first public forum in  
December 2017. The forum consisted of an introduction to the project, as well as a discussion with 
public participants to understand what people value about the park and what they would like to see 
incorporated into the design. Participants were invited to share their experiences of the park and  
generate ideas. This provided the basis for the Master Plan which was subsequently refined and  
presented at a public forum held in May 2018.

Members of the NAACP attended all public forums and helped shape the plan.

The Parks, Natural Areas and Recreation Advisory Board listened to visitors comments, reviewed and 
edited the document at their December 2018 meeting and recommended that City Council adopt the 
plan at their February 2019 meeting.
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Park locations in corvallis 

Downtown Commercial District

Willamette River

 Vital Public Space
Corvallis Parks and Recreation strives to have a park and/or  
trailhead within half a mile of homes. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Park is located at the NW corner of the city limits, serving the  
surrounding subdivisions which consist of predominantly  
single-family homes. Due to future subdivision expansion,  
growing neighborhoods, and increased need for recreational 
open space, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Park is strategically  
located to provide much needed open space and natural  
areas for recreation and community gathering for both local  
neighborhoods and city-wide residents. 

Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Park

Oregon State 
University

Dr. Martin Luther  
King, Jr. Park
City Limit

Urban Growth Boundary

Central Business District

Oregon State University

Parks
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corvallis community GatherinG Places 

Avery House

Boys & Girls Club

Chintimini Senior & 
Community Center

Corl House 

Corvallis Environmental Center 

Majestic Theatre 

Osborn Aquatic Center

Tunison Community Room 

Walnut Community Room 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Park

Arts Center Plaza

Shawala Point

Casa Latinos Unidos
of Benton County

Asian & Pacific 
Cultural Center

Lonnie B. Harris

Native American

Pride Center 

Centro Cultural 
Cesar Chavez

Community Gathering
There is a concentration in the downtown area of community  
gathering centers, cultural centers and university cultural facilities.  
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Park will provide additional opportunities  
for gathering and community interaction in an area that will continue 
to experience a high growth in residents and families. 

 

  

Dr. Martin Luther  
King, Jr. Park
Community Rooms

Community Public Art

Cultural Centers

University Community 
Spaces
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Dr. martin luther kinG, Jr. Park: existinG conDitions
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Park Size: 29 Acres

Location: 4905 NW Walnut Blvd.
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1. Park Sign At East Entrance

5. NW Path Within Tree Grove

6. View South From NW Corner Hilltop

7. Lamprey Creek And Surrounding Wetland

8. Southwest Meadow

4. Main East-West Paved Path

2. Main East-West Path & Path To Barn

3. View North Towards Play Area & Barn

Playground
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Dr. Martin Luther  
King, Jr. Park
City Limit

Stream

Wetland

2ft. Contours

Path

Parking



Source: Esri, DigitalGlobe, GeoEye, Earthstar Geographics, CNES/Airbus DS, USDA, USGS, AEX, Getmapping, Aerogrid, IGN, IGP, swisstopo, and the GIS User Community
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natural character 

Wetlands

Riparian Stream Corridors

Urban Edge

ExistiNg CoNditioNs at dr. MartiN luthEr KiNg, Jr. ParK

Ecological Networks & Patterns
There is a large network of streams that run through the 
park in a NW to SE direction, with Lamprey Creek being the 
most significant. These streams form riparian corridors that 
break up the site and create smaller, more intimate open 
spaces. The Master Plan will follow this naturally occurring 
‘grain of the park’, leading to minimal disturbance of  
existing habitat and ecological systems. The Master Plan 
will propose restoration of existing wetlands, as well as  
incorporate more vegetation to the site to preserve views 
and enhance the park’s natural character.  

 

  

Dr. Martin Luther  
King, Jr. Park



Source: Esri, DigitalGlobe, GeoEye, Earthstar Geographics, CNES/Airbus DS, USDA, USGS, AEX, Getmapping, Aerogrid, IGN, IGP, swisstopo, and the GIS User Community
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meaDow, Forest, lawn

Meadows

Riparian Forest Canopy

 
Green Belt

Lawn

 Habitat Typologies
The park is generally divided into three landscapes types: 
meadows, riparian forests and lawn. The meadows and lawns 
permit more open space recreational opportunities such as ball 
sports, picnicking and group gatherings, while the riparian  
forests provide opportunities for shelter, exploration, and  
education/discovery. Preserving these landscape typologies is 
essential for maintaining the diversity of activities that can  
occur within the park.

ExistiNg CoNditioNs at dr. MartiN luthEr KiNg, Jr. ParK

Dr. Martin Luther  
King, Jr. Park



Source: Esri, DigitalGlobe, GeoEye, Earthstar Geographics, CNES/Airbus DS, USDA, USGS, AEX, Getmapping, Aerogrid, IGN, IGP, swisstopo, and the GIS User Community
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transPortation network
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Circulation & Access
Along the east side of the park runs NW Walnut Boulevard, a major arterial 
that provides good vehicular, bicycle and pedestrian traffic to the park. 
Multi-Use paths run along both NW Walnut Boulevard and along the west 
side of the park up to NW Ponderosa Avenue. Bus access to the park is  
currently non-existent, ending at the intersection of NW Witham Hill Drive 
and NW Walnut Boulevard. The City’s Transportation Services Plan includes a 
future bus stop at the park location along NW Walnut Boulevard. The Master 
Plan proposes more entrances along the east and south sides of the park, as 
well as a trail leading from the park to the Walnut Community Room. 

  

Bike Lane

Path

Bus Stop

Main Park Entrance

Future Bus Stop

ExistiNg CoNditioNs at dr. MartiN luthEr KiNg, Jr. ParK

Dr. Martin Luther  
King, Jr. Park
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master Plan concePt 

 Park Master Plan
The Master Plan weaves nature and community to produce a  
variety of spaces that evoke the inter-connectedness of life,  
culture and the environment. Along with preserving the natural  
character of the park, the Master Plan will provide places for  
environmental education and promote stewardship of the  
environment. The spirit of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. will be  
honored through a gateway plaza that commemorates his  
legacy of environmental and social justice. 

Overlook

Play

Camas Meadows

Great Lawn 
Commons

Commemorative 
Gateway Plaza

Dog Park

Children’s 
Discovery Zone

Walnut Barn



13

Park ProGram: ProPoseD Park Features 

Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
• Interpretation at each of the 7 entrances
• Interpretation near the dog park
• Interpretation near the children’s  

discovery zone
• Art on the commemorative gateway plaza 

reflective of Dr. King 

• Great Lawn Commons
• Sculptural Bridge Entrance
• Community Gathering       
• Informal Sports 

Commemorative Gateway Plaza
• Community Gathering
• Celebration of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
• Interpretative Elements
• Celebration of Cultural Diversity 
• Art

Resource Restoration
• Lamprey Creek
• Wetlands
• Interpretation

Meadows
• Camas Meadows
• Native Meadows 

    Dog Park 
• Fenced
• Free Play
• Splash Stream
• Trails

Children’s Play
• Existing Playground
• Children’s Discovery Zone  

(Nature & Water Play) 

Sculptural Trellises
• Park Borders
• Visual Screening
• Integrated Art
• At North & South Entrances 

    Overlook 
• Viewing Area
• Seating & Shade
• Art
• Dr. King interpretation

Parking
• Barn (~7 Spaces: 2 ADA, 2 Catering, 3+ Spaces)
• North General Parking (49 Spaces)
• ADA Parking (3 ADA)
• Bike Parking
• Walnut Community Room Lot - Additional Parking

Restrooms
• Walnut Barn (North)
• Walnut Boulevard (Southeast)

Path System
• Park Entrances
• Multi-Use Main Path (Pedestrian & Bike)
• Paths & Boardwalks
• Nature Trails

Denver Commons Park | Denver, CO Cedar River Watershed Education Center | North Bend, WA

Cesar Chavez Park | Seattle, WA Snoqualmie Point Overlook | Snoqualmie, WA



WEtlaNds & strEaMs

N
Feet

2401200

 Wetlands & Streams
The Master Plan will propose limited development in existing 
wetland buffer zones, as well as restoration and mitigation of  
on-site wetlands. Where necessary, boardwalks will be installed 
to minimize impact on existing wetlands and other ecologically 
sensitive areas. 

Legend 
   

   Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Park Boundary

2 FT. Contours

Wetland

Stream

75’ Protected Riparian Buffer

100’ Protected Riparian Buffer

14
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Park context anD connections  

Legend 

   Existing Pedestrian/Cyclist Access

   
   Proposed Pedestrian/Cyclist Access

   Preserved Greenspace Outside Park

   Future Bus Stop

Proposed  
Subdivisions

South Entrance

West Entrance

Northwest  
Entrance

Northeast 
Entrance

East Entrances

Southeast 
Entrance

Walnut Community Room 

Additional Parking

 Park Master Plan - Connections
With the plan for new housing development along the north, west, and south 
sides of the site, accessibility to the park must be expanded. Access to the 
park will be increased from four entrances to seven entrances. Three  
entrances will be proposed along NW Walnut Boulevard which provides main 
arterial access to the site’s parking lot. Pedestrian and bicycle access will  
potentially increase to the site, especially with the proposed addition of bus 
stops along NW Walnut Boulevard. A south entrance is proposed to provide 
access to additional parking at the Walnut Community Room.  



N
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2401200

Proposed Trees To 
Frame Views and 

Screen New 
Housing 

Development

Overlook With  
Art Features

Neighborhood  
Path Connection

    Neighborhood 
Path Connection

Restored Lamprey 
Creek

Camas Meadow 
Rooms

Fenced Dog Park With 
Splash Stream (Flow 

Through, Zero Depth)

Children’s Discovery Zone 
(With Water Play, 

Zero Depth)

Proposed Trees To 
Buffer New Housing  

Development

Trail Connection To  
Walnut Community Room

Walnut Barn Event Venue

New Restroom

Parking
(~7 Spaces: 2 ADA, 2 Catering, 3+ Spaces) 
Neighborhood Path Connection

Existing Play Area With Sandbox

Berm Buffer

ADA Path To Barn

Access To Commons

Berm

Dog Park Parking At
Community Center

Restroom

Great Lawn 
Commons

Parking 
(~49 Spaces) 
Vehicular Access 
to Barn

ADA Access + 
Parking 

Restored Wetland

Native Meadow

Forest Room

ParK MastEr PlaN

 Park Areas
The park is comprised of four general areas. Gathering/communal 
areas, passive recreational areas, active play areas and natural areas are 
necessary to create an overall balanced park.   

Commemorative 
Gateway Plaza 

16
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 Commemorative Gateway Plaza
Located at the main entrance to the park, the commemorative 
gateway plaza invites users into a variety of smaller spaces or 
‘plazas’ that provide areas to relax and gather in. The ‘Welcome 
Plaza’ along NE Walnut Boulevard draws visitors into the park 
and celebrates Lamprey Creek as an abstracted artistic  
tributary integrated into the floor of the plaza. Continuing 
along this ‘tributary’, users enter the ‘Multi-Cultural Plaza’ which 
celebrates cultural diversity through a variety of artistic  
elements. Users are invited to ascend to an upper plaza that 
commemorates Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. with integrated 
benches and seating inscribed with quotes on his social and 
environmental legacy. Trellises are provided for shaded seating 
in both the upper and lower plazas.

A. Entrance to Plaza
B. Boardwalk Access to Commons
C. Parking Lot
D. Multi-Cultural Plaza
E. Existing Sidewalk 
F.  Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Plaza
G. Welcome Plaza
H. Restored Wetland 
I. Trellis Structure
J. Great Lawn Commons
K. Berm
L. Vehicular Access to BarnN
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 Commemorative Gateway Plaza
Located at the main entrance to the park, plazas invite  
users into a variety of spaces to relax and gather in. The  
lower plazas welcome visitors and celebrate nature with  
interpretive elements and patterns representing a tributary of 
Lamprey Creek. Users are invited to ascend to an upper  
plaza that commemorates Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. with  
integrated benches and seating inscribed with quotes on  
his social and environmental legacy. Trellises are provided  
for shaded seating in both the upper and lower plazas.

Waterworks Garden | Renton, WA

Sacajawea State Park | Pasco, WA Cedar Lake Park | Minneapolis, MN

CoMMEMorativE gatEWay Plaza

“I believe that unarmed truth and unconditional 
love will have the final word in reality. This is why 
right temporarily defeated is stronger than evil  
triumphant.”

- Dr. King 1964, Nobel Peace Prize Acceptance Speech



Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

P A R KA R C H I T E C T S

L A N D S C A P E  A R C H I T E C T S

P L A N N E R S  

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

P A R K

Commemorative Gateway Plaza 
19

CoMMEMorativE gatEWay Plaza 
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grEat laWN CoMMoNs

 Great Lawn Commons
The Great Lawn Commons is defined by a large, open  
lawn space defined by forest canopy and grass berms.  
Users can walk along the perimeter or enter and walk 
along a soft, secondary path running within the Commons.  
Informal ball sports, picnicking, music and reading are a 
few activities that park users can partake in this area. The 
berms along the perimeter define a sense of place and  
provide an elevated view of the Commons, allowing users 
to lounge and observe during games and other activities.  

Gene Coulon Park | Renton, WA
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grEat laWN CoMMoNs 



N

East BordEr / CoMMuNity arEa 

 East Border / Community Area  
The northeast area of the park provides community facilities 
which include parking, an updated playground, the Walnut Barn 
and a restored wetland. Vehicular and ADA paths connect from 
the main parking lot to the barn to ensure event access. Along 
the east sides of these paths are interweaving grass berms and 
trees that provide a soft buffer between the park users and the 
residents along the northeast sides of the park. 
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E

Play

A. Walnut Barn
B. Berm Buffer
C. Restored Wetland 
D. Boardwalk
E. Vehicular Access to Barn 
F. ADA Access to Barn
G. Restroom
H. Parking Lot
I. Neighborhood Path Connection

Walnut Barn | Corvallis, OR

Cedar Lake Park | Minneapolis, MN

McCarver Park | Tacoma, WA
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ChildrEN’s disCovEry zoNE

 Children’s Discovery Zone
The Children’s Discovery Zone is marked by a mulch trail 
that interweaves at points along the main path. Vegetation, 
boulders and logs are purposefully laid out for children to 
play and interact with. A shallow water run-through feature 
allows for water play as well.   
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B

F

A. Mulch Trail
B. Water Feature
C. Logs
D. Boulders 
E. Boardwalk 
F. Access to Commons
G. Camas Meadow

San Antonio Zoo | San Antonio, TX

Oregon Zoo Education Center | 
Portland, OR

N

Oregon Zoo Education Center | Portland, OR
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thE CaMas rooMs

 The Camas Rooms
The Camas Meadow is divided into two ‘rooms’ 
that are connected via a mulch path to minimize 
disturbance over designated wetland areas. To 
celebrate the plant’s historical presence in the 
area, the Master Plan proposes camas-planted 
meadows along a winding path with benches 
that users can trek through and relax along. 
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A. Mulch Path
B. Camas Meadow
C. Restored Wetland
D. Access To Camas Meadows
E. Boardwalk
F. Updated Playground
G. Existing Concrete Pathway

Mercer Slough | Bellevue, WA

McCormick Park | 
Port Orchard, WA

Coyote Hills Regional Park | 
Fremont, CA

N

24



N

ovErlooK

Overlook
Located at the NW corner of the park, the overlook takes advantage 
of the topography to provide users with great south views. Shelter 
and seating will be provided at the overlook for users to relax at the 
top and take in the sights. The overlook also provides opportunities 
to incorporate quotes from Dr. King’s Bishop Charles Mason Temple 
address such as “He’s allowed me to go up to the mountain. And I’ve 
looked over and I’ve seen the Promised Land” into the structure of the 
overlook. In response to future development to the west and existing 
housing to the north of the overlook, the design proposes rows of 
trees to surround the overlook to act as visual buffers and preserve 
views.       

A

D D

D

C

F

G

E

B

A. Neighborhood Path Connection
B. Overlook With Art Features
C. Native Meadow
D. Proposed Trees To Screen Existing & Future Housing  
E. Path To Barn
F. Path To Camas Rooms
G. Forest Room

Vancouver Land Bridge | Vancouver, WA
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dog ParK

 Dog Park
The proposed dog park will be defined by  
perimeter fencing at the south end of the park. 
Two entrances along the west and south sides of 
the dog park provide access to a 0.2 mile-long dog 
walking trail. Dog park amenities include open 
grassy areas, winding trails and a run-through  
water feature to provide dogs and their owners 
with a variety of experiences. The two main open 
spaces within the dog park will provide both big 
and small dog zones if owners so choose.     

A

C

B

B

F

D

E

A. Dog Park Fence
B. Dog Park Access 
C. Splash Stream
D. Boardwalk
E. Access to South Entrance
F. Dog Park Trail Area 
G. Bench Seating

N

G
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