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TO:  City Council for October 22, 2020, Council Work Session 

FROM:  Carla Holzworth, City Recorder 

DATE:  October 13, 2020 

THROUGH: Mark W. Shepard, P.E., City Manager            AIC 

SUBJECT: Planning Commissioner Interviews  
 
 
Action Requested: 
 
Staff recommends Council interview the three Planning Commission candidates who applied in the latest 
recruitment.   
 
Discussion: 
 
Staff received applications from Katherine Morrison, James Bombardier, and Craig Gates to fill one 
vacancy on the Planning Commission.   
 
The Council will be asked to vote on the candidates at its November 2, 2019, meeting. 
 
Budget Impact: 
 
None 
 
Attachments: 
 

Attachment A - Occupation and Location Guide, including map 
Attachment B - Planning Commission applications 
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October 22, 2020 
Planning Commission Applicants 

Occupation and Residence Location Guide 

Applicant's 
Name 

Applicant's 
Occupation 

Ward 

Katherine Morrison Legislative Director 2 

James Bombardier Retired 3 

Craig Gates Engineer 8 

Municipal Code Section 1.16.090 Residency 

Except as otherwise provided in this Chapter, all members of a board or commission shall meet one of 
the following qualifications at their appointment and shall retain such status during their term of office: 
At least two-thirds of any board or commission shall be composed of persons who reside in the 
territorial limits of the City. The appointing authority may also appoint persons who are employed or 
self-employed full time in the City or who reside in the Urban Growth Boundary. 
(Ord. 2015-17 § 4, 10/19/2015; Ord. 81-99 § 9, 1981)  

Section 1.16.235 - Planning Commission.  

1) Hereby is created a City Planning Commission for the City of Corvallis, Oregon. The Planning
Commission is created pursuant to ORS 227.020.

2) The City Planning Commission shall consist of nine members to be appointed by Council. No more
than two voting members of the Commission may be engaged principally in the buying, selling, or
developing of real estate for profit as individuals or be members of any partnership or officers or
employees of any corporation that engages principally in the buying, selling, or developing of real
estate for profit. In the interest of ensuring a balanced, community-wide perspective on the Planning
Commission, no more than two members shall be engaged in the same kind of occupation, business,
trade, or profession.

3) Upon expiration of a term or vacancy, a public announcement of the opening will be announced in a
newspaper of general circulation in the City. The notice shall contain the qualifications for
appointment in subsection 2) and a list of the occupations of existing commissioners. After receiving
applications Council may conduct interviews. If more than one application is submitted, Council
shall hold a ballot vote conducted by the City Recorder. Any person receiving a majority vote shall
be appointed to the Planning Commission. If no person receives a majority vote, the two receiving
the most votes shall be voted upon again. The one then receiving the majority vote shall be appointed
to the Planning Commission.

4) Five members of the City Planning Commission shall constitute a quorum. If a quorum cannot be
obtained because five (5) or more members have a conflict of interest, the quorum requirement shall
be reduced to three (3) for that issue only.

5) A member of the Planning Commission shall not participate in any Commission proceeding or
action in which any of the following has a direct or substantial financial interest: the member or his
or her spouse, brother, sister, child, parent, father-in-law, mother-in-law, any business in which she
or he is then serving or has served within the previous two (2) years, or any business with which she
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or he is negotiating for or has an arrangement or understanding concerning prospective partnership 
or employment. Any actual or potential interest shall be disclosed at the meeting of the Commission 
where the action is being taken. Examples of conflict of interest include:  

a) The member owns property within the area entitled to receive notice of the public hearing;

b) The member has a direct private interest in the proposal; and

c) For any other valid reason, the member has determined that participation in the hearing and
decision cannot be in an impartial manner.

6) The Commission shall have the authority which is now or may hereafter be assigned to it by Charter,
ordinances, or resolutions of the City and ORS 227.090, and other State laws.

The Planning Commission shall function primarily as a comprehensive planning body proposing
policy and legislation to Council related to the coordination of the growth and development of the 
community. The functions of the Planning Commission shall include, but not be limited to, the 
following:  

a) Review the Comprehensive Plan and make recommendations to Council concerning Plan
amendments which it has determined are necessary based on further study or changed concepts,
circumstances, or conditions.

b) Formulate and recommend legislation to implement the Comprehensive Plan.

c) Review and recommend detailed plans including functional plans which relate to public
facilities and services, and subarea plans which relate to specific areas of the community to
implement the Comprehensive Plan.

d) Review and make recommendations concerning any proposed annexation.

e) Conduct hearings, prepare findings of fact, and take such actions concerning specific land
development proposals as required by the Land Development Code.

f) Advance cooperative and harmonious relationships with other planning commissions, public
and semi-public agencies and officials, and civic and private organizations to encourage the
coordination of public and private planning and development activities affecting the City and its
environs.

g) Study and propose, in general, such measures regarding land development as may be advisable
for promotion of the public interest, health, safety, comfort, convenience, and welfare.

(Ord. 2020-05, § 1(Exh. A), 03/16/2020; Ord. 98-45 § 3, 11/11/1998; Ord. 82-6 §§ 2, 3, 1982; Ord. 81-
99 § 60, 1981)  
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Planning Commission Application Questions Katherine Morrison

1. Why would you like to serve as a Planning Commissioner in Corvallis?

I would like to be a Planning Commissioner because I am interested in being involved in the decision 
making processes that determine how our community is structured and developed. I would like to give 
my time to ensure that the values of the people in our community are incorporated into the process. I 
believe the land use planning process can be a powerful tool, especially as budgets are continue to be 
constrained, for effectively creating a livable community. 

2. What are some fundamentals of the Oregon land use system?

Oregon has a robust land use planning system. The foundation of this system are 19 Statewide Planning
Goals which are administered by the Department of Land Conservation and Development (DLCD). 
The goals provide state policy guidance on a variety of topics including public involvement, resource 
lands, housing, and energy use. Goal 2 sets the standards for the local government planning process. 
Local governments submit plans to DLCD for acceptance and then must use the plan along with local 
zoning ordinances as framework for land use decision making. 

Oregon’s land use system has been especially effective at maintaining the continuity of resource land. 
Planning goals 3, 4 and 5, when combined with the system of taxation that recognizes resource land 
and regulations like the Forest Practices Act, have been incredibly effective at prevention the transition 
out of resource uses. The effect of this is most apparent when you compare the drive on the I-5 corridor
in Washington and in Oregon. Where Washington has developed much of it’s resource land, the drive in
Oregon still takes you through grass seed fields and vineyards. 

3. Briefly tell us about a land use/ planning topic that interests you and why?

I am interested in finding creative solutions to problems that will create equity, are thoughtful about the
long-term, and can create multiple benefits. For example, the lack of childcare affordably and 
availability is a problem in many communities that has been exacerbated by the coronavirus pandemic. 
The impacts of this, for both provides and parents, fall disproportionately on women and communities 
of color. It is unexpected for land use planning to have any intersection with childcare, however certain 
zoning requirements could prevent facilities from locating in certain areas. Modifying zoning 
restrictions for the location of childcare facilities could be one way to support the viability of the 
childcare market to better meet demand. 

Attachment B
Page 2 of 6

CC 10-22-2020 Work Session Planning Commissioner Interviews Electronic Packet Page 7










	Occupation and Residence Location Guide
	Candidate Map

	Katherine Morrison
	James Bombardier
	Craig Gates



