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Section 8.09.010 Purpose.

This  Chapter  regulates  business  activities  that  the  Council  finds  present  an  extraordinary  risk  of  
being  used  as  a  means  of  concealing  criminal  behavior  involving  the  theft  of  property.   This  risk  is  
present despite the best efforts of legitimate dealers because of the large volume of goods and materials 
that are processed in such businesses.  Therefore, this Chapter is intended to reduce this type of criminal 
activity by providing more timely police awareness of such business transactions.  The Council finds that 
the  regulations  provided  herein  are  necessary,  and  the  need  for  the  regulations  outweighs  any  anti-
competitive effect that may result from their adoption.
(Ord. 91-1 § 1, 1991)

Section 8.09.020 Definitions.
1) Any item of property that is possessed or valued because of its character, craft, style, rarity, and 

association  with  an  earlier  period  of  time.   As  herein  defined  "antique"  does  not  include  vehicles  and  
vehicle components.

2) Any person engaged in, conducting, managing or carrying on the business of purchasing antiques.
3) Business - The buying or selling of commodities and/or services; usually a means of livelihood.
4) Dealer - An antique dealer and/or precious metal, gem and coin dealer, and/or scrap metal dealer, 

and/or pawnbroker, and/or used merchandise dealer.
5) Pawnbroker - Any person engaged in conducting, managing, or carrying on the business of loaning 

money for himself/herself or for another upon personal property, personal security, pawns or pledges, or 
engaged  in  the  business  of  purchasing  articles  of  personal  property  and  reselling  or  agreeing  to  resell  
such articles  to  the vendors  or  their  assigns at  prices  agreed to at  or  before the time of  such purchase.  
Financial institutions regulated by State or Federal government are not included.

6) Pawnshop - Any room, store, or place in which a pawnbroker carries on or conducts business.
7) Person - As used herein, any natural person, firm, partnership, association, or corporation, except 

for a "financial institution" as that term is defined in ORS 165.075(5).
8) Place of business - Location regularly used or advertised to be used by a dealer for the purchase of 
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antiques; precious metals, gems or coins; scrap metal; used merchandise; or a pawnshop.
9)  Precious  metal,  gem and  coin  -  Any  metal,  gem or  coin  that  is  valued  for  its  character,  rarity,  

beauty,  quality  or  antiquity including gold,  silver,  platinum,  diamonds,  rubies,  emeralds,  sapphires  and 
pearls,  and  any other  such  metals  or  gems  whether  as  a  separate  item or  in  combination  as  a  piece  of  
jewelry; but excluding the following items:

a) Gold bullion bars (0.995 fine or better);
b) Silver bullion bars (0.995 fine or better).

10) Precious metal, gem and coin dealer - Any person engaged in, conducting, managing or carrying 
on  the  business  of  purchasing  precious  metals,  gems  or  coins.   This  definition  shall  not  include  any  
jeweler whose sale of new jewelry is equal to or greater than 80 percent of jeweler's gross sales.

11)  Purchase  -  To transfer  property from a  person  to  any dealer  regulated  hereby for  any valuable  
consideration, including a loan.  Purchase does not include a consignment of property for sale so long as 
no consignment compensation is paid to the consignor for at least two weeks after the property has been 
consigned.

12) Scrap metal - The following used, worn out, or discarded nonferrous metals:  brass, copper, lead, 
aluminum, titanium, zirconium, tungsten and nickel, and does not include items that contain both ferrous 
and nonferrous metals.

13) Scrap metal dealer - Any person engaged in, conducting, managing, or carrying on a business for 
the  purpose  of  purchasing scrap  metals.   This  definition  does  not  include  any entity  operating under  a  
franchise with the City.

14) Used merchandise - The following used/secondhand items:
a)  Sterling  silver  including  but  not  limited  to:  flatware,  candle  holders,  coffee  and  tea  sets,  or  

ornamental objects;
b)  Audio  equipment  including  but  not  limited  to:   tape  players,  tape  decks  or  players,  

compact/digital  disc  players,  sound  metering  devices,  tuners,  amplifiers,  speakers,  transceivers,  
equalizers, receivers, phonographs, turntables, stereos, ten or more tapes/compact discs, clock radios, car 
stereos, car speakers, radar detectors, or citizen band radios/transceivers;

c) Video equipment including but not limited to:  color televisions, black and white televisions, 
videotape or videodisc recorders, videotape or videodisc players, video cameras, or video monitors;

d) Photographic and optical equipment including but not limited to:  camera motor drives, light 
meters,  flash  equipment,  movie  projectors,  slide  projectors,  photography  processing  equipment,  
photography  enlarging  equipment,  binoculars,  telescopes,  opera  glasses,  microscopes,  surveying  
equipment, rifle scopes, spotting scopes, or electronic sighting equipment;

e)  Electronic  office  equipment  including  but  not  limited  to:   telefax  machines,  laser  printers  
copiers,  duplicators,  typewriters,  calculators,  cash registers,  transcribers,  dictaphones, computers,  home 
computers, modems, monitors, or any computer equipment or accessories;

f)  Power  equipment  and  tools  including  but  not  limited  to:   air  hammers,  air  tools,  nail  guns,  
power  staplers,  power  saws,  power  sanders,  chainsaws,  power  planers,  power  drills,  routers,  lathes,  
joiners,  shop  vacuums,  paint  sprayers  and  accessory  equipment,  generators,  air  compressors,  pressure  
washers, or logging equipment;

g)  Automotive  hand  tools  including  but  not  limited  to:  wrench  sets,  sockets  sets,  screw driver  
sets, pliers, vise grips, toolboxes, auto body hammers, jacks, or timing lights;

h)  Musical  instruments  including  but  not  limited  to:  pianos,  organs,  guitars,  violins,  cellos,  
trumpets, trombones, saxophones, flutes, drums, percussion instruments, or electronic synthesizers;

i)  Electrical  household  appliances  including  but  not  limited  to:   sewing  machines  and  air  
conditioners;

j)  Firearms  including but  not  limited  to:   rifles,  shotguns,  hand guns,  revolvers,  pellet  guns,  or  
BB guns;

k)  Telephones  or  telephone  equipment  limited  to  office  telephone,  portable  home  telephones,  
mobile telephones, cellular telephones, or answering machines;

l) Bicycles;
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m) Clocks and watches.
15)  Used  merchandise  dealer  -  As  used  herein,  any  person  engaged  in,  conducting,  managing  or  

carrying on a business that purchases used merchandise from any person at the dealer's place of business.  
This  definition  shall  not  include  any  jeweler  whose  sale  of  new jewelry is  equal  to  or  greater  than  80  
percent of jeweler's gross sales.
(Ord. 94-45 § 1, 1994; Ord. 94-10 § 1, 03/21/94; Ord. 91-01 § 2, 1991)

Section 8.09.030 Exemptions.
The provisions and regulations herein shall not apply to:
1) Personal property received by a dealer as a trade-in on the purchase of other store merchandise;
2) Transactions between dealers licensed in accordance with this Chapter; or
3) Transactions involving used motor vehicles, as defined by ORS Ch. 803.
4) Transactions involving property with a used value of $5.00 or less.

(Ord. 94-10 § 2, 03/21/94; Ord. 91-1 § 3, 1991)

Section 8.09.040 Licenses required.
1) No person shall engage in business as an antique dealer; precious metal, gem or coin dealer; scrap 

metal  dealer;  pawnbroker;  or  used  merchandise  dealer  within  the  City without  first  obtaining a  license 
therefor and complying with the provisions herein.  

2)  Every  dealer  shall  have  and  keep  conspicuously  posted  near  the  entrance  to  his/her  place  of  
business, or in an equally conspicuous place, a valid license required hereby.

3)  Only  one  license  issued  by  the  City  shall  be  required  for  a  dealer  who  conducts  business  as  a  
dealer in one or more categories of business regulated hereby.
(Ord. 91-1 § 4, 1991)

Section 8.09.050 Application for license.
1) An application for a dealer's license shall be filed with the City on forms provided by the City, and 

such application shall be accompanied by a fee as set forth in Chapter 8.03.
2) Such application shall be verified under oath and shall include the following information:

a)  The  full  name  and  any  other  name  used  by  applicant,  date  of  birth,  residence,  present  and  
previous occupations of the applicant, and that of all full- or part-time employees;

b) A statement whether the applicant is a United States citizen;
c) The business name and location of the principal place of business;
d) The length of time the applicant has been a resident of Oregon;
e) Information regarding any criminal convictions; and
f) Such other information as the City Manager shall find reasonably necessary.

3) The application shall be forwarded to the Chief of Police for investigation.  If it shall appear from 
the  Chief  of  Police's  investigation  that  a  dealer  license  should  not  be  granted  to  the  applicant  or  
applicants, the Chief of Police shall notify the City Manager to that effect and shall set forth the reasons 
why, in his/her opinion, the applicant or applicants shall be denied a license.  The Chief of Police may 
interview the applicant or any employee of the applicant prior to recommending a determination to the 
application.

4) An application may be denied for the following reasons:
a)  The applicant  has  been convicted of  a  crime or  offense involving theft  and related offenses, 

burglary, criminal trespass, criminal mischief or robbery as those crimes are defined in ORS Chapter 164 
or its counterpart in another jurisdiction;

b)  The  applicant  has  engaged  in  dishonest,  fraudulent  or  illegal  practices  or  conduct  in  any  
business or profession;

c)  The  applicant  failed  to  supply  the  required  application  information  or  submits  false  or  
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misleading information;
d)  The  applicant  has  previously  violated  the  provisions  contained  herein  or  its  counterpart  in  

another jurisdiction; or
e) The applicant has failed to pay any fee required to be paid hereby.

5)  The City Manager,  after  considering the application,  the reports  required to be attached thereto,  
and the results of the police investigation, shall approve or deny the application for a dealer's license.  If 
the application is denied, the applicant may request a hearing, which shall be held in accordance with the 
provisions of Section 8.09.150, to offer evidence why the application should be reconsidered.
(Ord. 91-1 § 5, 1991)

Section 8.09.060 License period; non-transferability of license.
1) Annual licenses shall be for the period commencing January 1 of any year ending December 31; 

quarter-annual licenses shall be for any 3-month period commencing with January 1, April 1, July 1, or 
October 1; daily licenses shall be for a day of 24 hours.

2) Licenses issued under the terms of this Chapter are not transferable.
(Ord. 94-45 § 2, 1994; Ord. 91-1 § 6, 1971)

Section 8.09.070 Fees.
No dealer's license shall be issued or continue to be valid unless the fee has been paid as required by 

Chapter 8.03.
(Ord. 91-1 § 7, 1991)

Section 8.09.080 Repealed (Ordinance 93-28)
(Ord. No. 93-28, Amended, 12/06/93)

Section 8.09.090 Record forms.
1) All dealers shall, at the time of purchasing any article for which he/she is regulated hereby from 

any person who appears  with such article  at  the dealer's  place of  business,  place the description of the 
article purchased upon a form which shall be provided by the Corvallis Police Department.  In lieu of the 
use  of  forms  supplied  by  the  Corvallis  Police  Department,  the  dealer  may utilize  his/her  own forms  if  
such forms have been approved by the Chief of Police.  The form provided for herein shall  be of such 
size, shape and color and shall require such information, related to the regulations of this chapter, as the 
Chief of Police may direct.  The description of any article so purchased shall be such description as may 
be called for  by the form.  The dealer  shall  fill  in  all  the blank spaces  on such form with such data as 
required by the form and require the person selling any article regulated hereby to sign his/her name on 
such  form;  such  form  shall  be  filled  out  in  clearly  legible  printing  in  the  English  language.  The  
information required to be furnished shall  be considered confidential  and privileged from disclosure to 
the maximum extent possible under applicable law.

2) The dealer's copy of all such forms shall be retained for a period of not less than one (1) year.
3) Every person regulated by the provisions herein shall mail, postage prepaid by Thursday of each 

week, or may more frequently mail, all such forms or legible copies thereof, describing articles regulated 
by  the  provisions  herein  purchased  by  the  dealer  or  the  dealer's  agent(s)  or  employee(s)  during  that  
business week.

4)  The  dealer  shall  deliver  to  the  Chief  of  Police  upon  demand,  all  such  forms  or  legible  copies  
thereof,  describing  articles  regulated  by  the  provisions  hereof,  purchased  by  the  dealer  or  the  dealer's  
agent(s) or employee(s) for the preceding year.
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5) Every person regulated by the provisions herein shall mail to the Chief of Police the full name and 
date of birth of each new employee within one week of hire.
(Ord. 91-1 § 8, 1991)

Section 8.09.100 Purchase and sale of property.
1)  No  person  regulated  hereby  shall  purchase  any  property  regulated  under  the  provisions  of  this  

Chapter  from any person  under  the  age  of  18 years,  unless  such person is  accompanied by a  parent  or  
guardian.

2) No person regulated under the provisions herein shall purchase any property regulated under the 
provisions herein from any person who does not display a birth certificate or an identification card from 
the  State  of  Oregon  Division   of  Motor  Vehicles,  a  valid  driver's  license,  or  student  body card  with  a  
picture.

3) No person regulated under the provisions herein shall purchase any property regulated under the 
provisions herein from any incapacitated person, as defined in Oregon Revised Statute 126.003, or from 
persons under the influence of drugs or intoxicating liquor.

4) No person regulated under the provisions herein shall purchase any property under the provisions 
herein  from  which  the  serial  number  or  any  maker's  identification  marking  or  owner  identification  
marking has been obliterated, altered or removed.

5)  No  property  purchased  by  any  person  regulated  under  the  provisions  herein  shall  be  sold  for  a  
period of fifteen (15) days after purchase.  Such property shall  be maintained in substantially the same 
form as  purchased and shall  not  be commingled so as  to  preclude identification during the fifteen (15) 
day holding period. The dealer purchasing the property shall affix, as soon as practicable, to the property 
a  tag  upon  which  number  shall  correspond  to  the  number  on  the  record  forms  required  to  be  kept  by  
Section 8.09.090.
(Ord. 91-1 § 9, 1991)

Section 8.09.110 Inspection of articles and records.
All persons licensed to do business in the City as a dealer and any person employed by such dealer, 

shall permit the Chief of Police, upon presentation of official identification, to enter the place of business 
for the limited purposes of inspecting any articles regulated hereby and/or the records incident thereto to 
ensure  compliance  with  the  provisions  herein.   Any  such  inspection  shall  only  be  authorized  during  
normal business hours or as approved by the dealer.
(Ord. 91-1 § 10, 1991)

Section 8.09.120 Suspension or revocation of license.
1)  A dealer's  license  issued  under  the  provisions  herein  may be  revoked  or  suspended  by  the  City 

Manager if the holder thereof:
a) Has violated any of the provisions herein;
b) Has been convicted of any of the offenses listed in Section 8.09.050; or
c) Submits false or misleading information to the City.

(Ord. 94-10 § 3, 03/21/94; Ord. 91-1 § 11, 1991)

Section 8.09.130 Notice of revocation or suspension.
Prior  to  the  revocation  or  suspension  of  a  license  issued  under  the  provisions  herein,  the  City  

Manager shall provide a notice to the dealer.  The notice shall contain the following information:
1) The name and title of the person issuing the notice;
2) The date on which the suspension or revocation will become effective;
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3) The reason(s) for the revocation or suspension;
4) That the licensee may request a hearing regarding the revocation or suspension;
5)  That  the  request  for  a  hearing  must  be  made  in  person  or  in  writing  and  received  by  the  City  

Manager within ten (10) days after the date of the notice; and
6) That failure to appear in person or mail a letter within ten (10) days after receipt of the notice or 

by its  return  by the  Postal  Service shall  act  as  a  waiver  of  the right  to  a  hearing and the revocation or  
suspension will become effective on the date included in the notice.
(Ord. 91-1 § 12, 1991)

Section 8.09.140 Hearing.
1)  Upon  request  of  a  hearing  as  provided  above,  a  hearing  shall  be  held  before  a  hearings  officer  

appointed by the City Manager.  The hearing shall be set and conducted within forty-eight (48) hours of 
receipt of the request, holidays, Saturdays and Sundays not to be included.  The hearing can be set for a 
later date if the applicant or licensee so requests.

2) The hearing shall be conducted in accordance with the Administrative Rules currently in effect for 
the Corvallis Police Department.

3)  At  the hearing,  the applicant or licensee may contest  the denial,  revocation or suspension of the 
license.

4) If the hearings officer finds that the applicant or licensee is not eligible for a license, the hearings 
officer  may  issue  an  order  declaring  the  license  denied,  revoked  or  suspended.  The  decision  of  the  
hearings officer is final except for the right of appeal to the City Council as provided in Chapter 1.11 of 
this Code.

5)  If  the  applicant  or  licensee  does  not  appear  at  the  scheduled  hearing,  the  hearings  officer  shall  
enter an order denying, revoking or suspending the license.
(Ord. 94-10 § 4, 03/21/94; Ord. 91-1 § 13, 1991)

Section 8.09.150 Pre-existing pawnbroker or used merchandise dealer licenses.
All annual pawnbroker or used merchandise dealer licenses issued in accordance with Chapter 8.01, 

as  amended  and  valid  on  January  1,  1990,  shall  be  and  remain  valid  until  December  31,  1990,  unless  
revoked or suspended in accordance with the provisions herein.
(Ord. 91-1 § 14, 1991)

Section 8.09.160 Penalties.
The intentional  or  knowing violation of,  or  participation in the violation of,  any Section herein, by 

any person engaged in a business regulated hereby, is a Class A Misdemeanor.
(Ord. 91-1 § 15, 1991)
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