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Autumn Crocus
Colchicum autumnale

N 1/2’ 1’ sun D fall bloom is a 
bright welcome 
sight

white, pink, 
pale purple

L little necessary, divide 
clumps in spring

N many other varieties of this 
handsome fall blooming bulb

Crocus
Crocus spp.

N 3-6” 1/2 
- 1’

sun D early spring 
flowers

yellow, white, 
violet, and 
combinations

L little necessary, divide 
clumps in autumn

N many fine varieties are available, 
some may be naturalized in a 
lawn area

Snow Drop
Galanthus nivalis

N 6-9” 3” sun to 
part 

shade

D early spring 
flowers

white flowers L little maintnance N plant in grouping for greatest 
effect

Oregon Iris
Iris tenax 

Y 1’ 1’ sun E spring flower 
display

light purple or 
white flowers

L trim back damaged 
foliage

N slugs damage foliage, will reseed 
readily, other fine native iris are 
available

Grape Hyacinth
Muscari armeniacum

N 1/2’ 1/2’ sun D spring display 
of grape-like 
clusters of 
flowers

purplish 
flowers in 
clusters

L trim back damaged 
foliage

N Valerie Finnis’ is a superb light 
blue, this bulb multiplies

Daffodil
Narcissus spp.

N 6”- 
1 1/2’

6” sun D early spring 
flowers

various shades 
of orange and 
yellow flowers

L little maintenance N tremendous variety of flower 
forms and bloom period

Perennials
Common Yarrow

Achillea millifolium
N 1 1/2-

2’
1 1/2-

2’
sun D summer flowers, 

fine textured 
foliage

many flower 
colors

L cut off old flower stalks 
and dead foliage before 
spring growth begins

N spreads by rhizomes, many 
varieties and colors from white, to 
orange, to red

Pearly Everlasting
Anaphalis margaritacea

Y 3’ 2’ sun D white long-
lasting flowers

silver-downy 
foliage

L cut off old flower stalks 
and dead foliage before 
spring growth begins

N flowers may be dried and used in 
floral arrangements, may become 
weedy

Sea Pink
Armeria maitina

N 1’ 1’ sun D dense mound 
of fine textured 
foliage

white to pink 
flowers on 10 
inch steams

M remove damaged leaves 
and dead flowers

N when planting do not plant to 
deep, do not mound bark dust to 
close to this plant

 Western Columbine
Aquilegia formosa

Y 2’ 2’ sun D showy flowers 
attract humming 
birds

orange and 
yellow flowers

L cut off old flower stalks 
and dead foliage before 
spring growth begins

Y nodding flowers are 1-2” across, 
plant will reseed
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	T ickseed	 Cheddar Pink	 Western Bleeding Heart

	 Purple Cone Flower	 California Fuchsia	 Cushion Spurge
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Wormwood
Artemesia suksdorfii

Y 1-2’ 1-2’ sun E finely cut leaves gray-green 
leaves

L remove damaged foliage N several species of native Artemesia

Aster
Aster subspicatus

Y 3’ 2’ sun D summer flowers purple flowers L cut off old flower stalks 
and dead foliage before 
spring growth begins

N several species of native Aster, 
may spread

False Indigo
Baptisa australis

N 3’ 3-4’ sun D spring flowers 
and seed heads

light purple 
flowers

M cut off old flower stalks 
and dead foliage before 
spring growth begins

N seed pods dry and rattle in the 
breeze

Snow-In-Summer
Cerastium tomentosum

N 8” 3’ sun to 
part 

shade

D dense tufty mats 
of silvery gray

white flowers M tip shear after bloom is 
finished to have a more 
dense plant

N use as a ground-cover on slopes, 
may be used in combination with 
bulbs

Tickseed
Coreopsis grandiflora

N 18” 3’ sun D flowers bloom 
all summer

brighty yellow 
flowers

L cut to ground level prior 
to new spring growth

N spreads by self-sowing, several 
outstanding varieties available - 
many which will not self-sow, and 
many with attractive leaf forms

Cheddar Pink
Dianthus 

gratianopolitanus

N 1’ 1’ sun E fragrant flowers 
and mat-forming 
foliage

pink flowers, 
gray-green 
leaves

L remove damaged foliage N tip shearing in spring may help to 
make clumps more dense 

Western Bleeding 
Heart

Dicentra formosa

Y 1 1/2’ 3’ sun to 
part 

shade

D stalks of 
pendulous pink 
flowers

blue-green 
leaves

L cut to ground level prior 
to new spring growth

N may be used as a ground-cover, 
spreads freely by under-ground 
stems, attractive foliage all 
summer in shade

Purple Cone Flower
Echinacea purpurea

N 2-3’ 2’ sun D blooms over a 
long period in 
summer

light purple 
flowers

M cut to ground level prior 
to new spring growth

Y brown seed heads may be dried 
and used in floral arrangements, 
birds eat seeds

California Fuchsia
Epilobium canum

N 2’ 4’ sun D many flowers in 
late summer and 
autumn

red flowers L cut to ground level prior 
to new spring growth

Y see *, hummingbirds feed from 
nectar in flowers, often sold as 
Zaushneria

Cushion Spurge
Euphorbia polychroma 

N 1 1/2’ 2’ sun to 
part 

shade

E fall color, neatly 
rounded plants

yellow to 
orange-red 
leaves in fall

M cut back damaged foliage N deep green leaves are 
symmetrically arranged, plants 
grown in full sun have better fall 
color

*Plants noted as weedy or invasive in other states or countries
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	 Corsican Hellebore	 Candytuft	 Red Hot Poker

	 Gayfeather	 Blue Flax	 Lupine
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Blanket Flower
Gaillardia x grandiflora

N 1’ 1’ sun D long bloom 
period during 
summer

red and 
yellow flowers 
with maroon 
bands

L cut to ground level 
prior to spring growth 
and after flowering to 
encourage repeat bloom

N many varieties available, flowers 
throughout summer

Gaura
Gaura lindheimeri 

N 2-3’ 2-3’ sun D long bloom 
period during 
summer

white to light 
pink flowers

M cut to ground level prior 
to new spring growth

N see *, graceful feathery flower 
stalks, will happily re-seed in the 
garden

Cranesbill
Geranium 

macrorrhizum

N 8-10” 1 1/2’ sun D blooms late 
spring through 
early summer

white, pink, 
or magenta 
flowers

L cut to ground level prior 
to new spring growth

N see *, attractive autumn foliage 
color - yellow to orange and 
scarlet

Bloody Cranesbill
Geranium sanguineum 

N 1 1/2’ 2’  sun to 
part 

shade

D dense mound 
with abundant 
flowers

white to pink L cut to ground level prior 
to new spring growth

N plants grown in sun have foliage 
which turns red in fall, will re-
bloom in mid summer if cut to 
ground 

Corsican Hellebore
Helleborus argutifolius 

N 2-3’ 3-4’ part 
shade to  

shade

E flowers in winter pale green 
flowers

M remove damaged leaves 
and dead flowers

N large bold texture, 6-9 inch leaves 
are bluish green, many varieties 
available

Candytuft
Iberis sempervirens

N 1’ 1-2’ sun to 
part 

shade

E abundant 
flowers at 
branch tips

white flowers, 
tiny dark 
green leaves

L tip shear after bloom is 
finished to have a more 
dense plant

N plant is covered with flowers in 
spring

Red Hot Poker
Kniphofia uvaria

N 2-4’ 2-3’ sun to 
part 

shade

E slender bold 
colored flowers 
arise above the 
plant

orange-red 
flowers

M cut to ground level prior 
to new spring growth

Y many varieties with other color 
forms available, flowers attract 
hummingbirds

Gayfeather
Liatris spicata

N 2-3’ 1 1/2’ sun D grassy clumps 
of leaves topped 
by fuzzy flower 
spikes

light purple M cut to ground level prior 
to new spring growth

N other varieties with pink or white 
flowers are available

Blue Flax
Linum perenne

Y 2’ 1’ - 1 
1/2’

sun D feathery stems, 
flowers close in 
shade or late in 
the day

tiny light blue 
flowers

L cut to ground level prior 
to new spring growth

N self-sows, grown for fiber (linen) 
and seed (linseed oil)

Lupine
Lupinus

Y 2-3’ 2’ - 2 
1/2’

sun D large stalks of 
flowers in spring

leaves may be 
featured

M cut to ground level prior 
to new spring growth

Y see *, pastel colors to dark purple 
flowers, removing spent flowers 
encourages repeat bloom, many 
native species, self-sows readily

*Plants noted as weedy or invasive in other states or countries
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	 Prairie Coneflower	 Matilija Poppy	 Sage
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Rose Mallow
Malva alcea

N 3-4’ 2’ sun D sub-shrub 
that flowers 
abundantly

light to dark 
pink flowers

M cut to ground level prior 
to new spring growth

N used for perennial borders or 
edging, not a long-lived plant

Opium Poppy
Papaver somniferum

N 3’ 1’ sun D large showy 
flowers

many colors 
of flowers

L shake seeds from pods 
once they have dried to 
‘reseed’

Y while this specific Poppy is 
an annual - reseeding makes 
it beautifully reappear in the 
garden, blue green leaves

Beardlip Penstemon
Penstemon barbatus

N 3’ 2’ sun to 
part 

shade

D flowers continue 
over a long 
period

spikes of red 
flowers

L cut to ground level prior 
to new spring growth, 
tip shear to encourage 
density

N varieties with pink flowers are 
available, many excellent native  
Penstemon

Russian Sage
Perovskia atriplicifolia  

N 3’ 3’ sun D gray-green 
leaves with 
feathery 
appearance

light purple 
flowers

L tip prune when young to 
develop a dense plant, do 
not cut back plant as new 
growth emerges from old 
stems

N extremely resistant to heat and 
drought once established

Jerusalem Sage
Phlomis fruticosa

N 2-3’ 3-4’ sun to 
part 

shade

D wooly grey/
green leaves 6-8 
inches long

golden yellow 
ball shaped 
flower clusters

M cut back after flowering N upright flower stems continue to 
develop with tiers of flowers

Moss Phlox
Phlox subulata

N 6” - 1’ 1-2’ sun E dense mat-
forming growth, 
needle-like 
evergreen leaves

white, pink or 
blue flowers

L cut off old flower stalks 
and dead foliage before 
spring growth begins

N spring flowers make sheets of 
color, attractive on slopes and 
in rock gardens, many other fine 
selections

Sword Fern
Polystichum munitum

Y 3’ 3’ sun to 
shade

E leathery shiny 
fronds

dark green 
foliage

M remove damaged leaves Y tolerates much shade, bold 
pacific northwest native

Prairie Coneflower
Ratibida columnifera

N 2 1/2’ 1’ sun D branched plants 
with deeply cut 
leaves

yellow to 
brownish 
purple flowers

L cut to ground level prior 
to new spring growth

Y may be used as a meadow plant, 
looks good with ornamental 
grasses

Matilija Poppy
Romneya coulteri

N 4’ 4’ sun D tissue paper 
flowers are 
produced over a 
long period

white flowers 
with yellow 
stamens

L cut off old flower stalks 
and dead foliage before 
spring growth begins

N spectacular flowers are long-
lasting in floral arrangements

Sage
Salvia spp.

N 1-3’ 1-3’ sun D late summer and 
fall blooming

deep puple 
to red-rose 
colored 
flowers

L shorten and shape plants 
prior to spring growth

Y hummingbirds feed from nectar 
in flowers, many varieties 
available
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Pincushion Flower
Scabiosa

N 1’-2’ 1’-2’ sun D long bloom 
period during 
summer

white, pink 
or light blue 
flowers

L cut off old flower stalks 
and dead foliage before 
spring growth begins

Y excellent cut flowers, remove 
spent flowers to encourage 
abundant re-bloom

Oregon Stonecrop
Sedum oreganum

Y less 
than 
6”

1/2-1’ sun E mat-forming 
plant

leaves turn 
bronze-purple 
in fall

M shear off spent flowers N must have a well-drained site

Sedum
Sedum spathulifolium

Y 6” 1’ + sun E forms large 
patches

short stems 
with clusters 
of yellow 
flowers

L little maintenance needed 
for this plant

N grows well in rocky areas and 
slopes with well drained soil

Brilliant Stonecrop
Hylotelephium 

spectabile

N 1-1 
1/2’

1-2’ sun E gray-green 
leaves with 
flower stems 
reaching upward

light-purple 
fall color

L cut to ground level prior 
to new spring growth

N flower stalks and seed heads 
provide fall and winter interest, 
remove flower stalks prior to 
spring growth

Goldenrod
Solidago spp.

Y 1-3’ 1-2’ sun D late summer 
bloom

bright yellow 
flowers

L little maintenance is 
needed, few pests attack 
this plant

N good for cut flowers

Ground Covers
Kinnikinnick

Aretostaphylos uva-ursi
Y 6-12” 1-3’ sun or 

part 
shade

E shiny leaves, 
winter fruit

deep green 
leaves, 
orange-red 
fruit

M tip-prune plants when 
young to encourage 
density, remove damaged 
stems

Y fruit provides winter food for 
birds, site must have year-round 
drainage, other varieties are 
available

Beach Strawberry
Fragaria chiloensis

Y 6-12” 1-2’ sun D small scale 
groundcover

white flowers 
in spring

L trim off during late winter 
to encourage spring 
growth

Y glossy dark green leaves have 
tooth-edged leaflets, produce a 
few seedy fruits

Carpet Broom
Genista pilosa

N 1- 
1 1/2’

4-7’ sun D green stems 
with tiny leaves, 
dense ground-
cover

bright yellow 
flowers 

L remove damaged stems, 
little maintenance needed

N this low-growing plant is covered 
with bright yellow flowers in early 
spring, fairly fast growing

St. Johnswort
Hypericum calycinum

N 1- 
1 1/2’

1’-2’ sun E showy summer 
flowers, blue-
green foliage

yellow flowers L trim back or mow to 
ground level every 2-3 
years or after severe 
winter cold

N may be used as a ground-cover 
that is tolerant of heat, dense 
ground-cover, some plant parts 
are toxic




